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Editorial 


In compiling this, the thirtieth Scottish Bird Report, it is most instructive to look back on the first SBR 
compiled by Andrew Macmillan that was published in summer 1969. Andrew, in his review of the publishing 
of records about Scottish ornithology, noted that there were no reports published whatsoever between 1939 
& 1952. While the War may have been to blame, what a contrast to the present day with not only the SOC 
publications but also the appearance of a commercial publication, Birding Scotland, wholly devoted to 
- Scottish bird records. Ian Philips & Harry Scott are congratulated on their initiative and wished every success. 


This reflects to some extent the increase in interest in birding but also the advances made in recent decades 

in both our knowledge and understanding of Scottish ornithology. In 1969 there were just two local bird 

reports, the long-established Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report and the fledgling Shetland Bird Report. Since 
- then, possibly because the SBR required area reports to be written, all areas of Scotland have at one time or 

other had published reports. Most are still extant although some areas have had some difficulties in 

maintaining continuity over the years. As editor I look enviously at the publication schedule possible for the 
_ first SBR, when all local reports had been received by the April following the end of the year concerned. Such 
_ is the volume of records today, and the scrutiny that records of rarities receive, as well as the professionalism 

in producing reports, that the first local area report is not published until May or June of the following year. 
_ With the very much longer period over which local reports appear, the extra year it takes before the appearance 
of the SBR, is understandable. In passing both the Fife Bird Report, which has undergone a remarkable 
transformation, and the re-launch of the Outer Hebrides Bird Report, are commended, both reports achieving 
| high rankings in the annual Biritish Birds awards for local bird reports. 


’ With the advent of almost complete coverage of local reports there has been a corresponding reduction in the 
need to be as topical, presenting the latest news as it were, and this has allowed the SBR to have a more 

analytical role than was first envisaged. This was one of the reasons for arranging records in a chronological 
_ fashion, rather than by areas as was done originally. While more time-consuming to compile, this presentation 
. does draw out patterns of occurrence that may not have been obvious under the old arrangement. 


i 
B 


‘ One main departure from the old format is a much stronger emphasis on breeding. While migrants and rarities 
/ remain the bread and butter of a bird report, the pace on environmental changes in the current world require 
| that the status and recording of breeding populations should receive more attention. The original SBR shows 
that there was little useful data available in 1968, evidenced in the frequent use of a stock phrase " no reported 
changes in breeding status". Today, in addition to the many reports from professional bodies such as those on 
seabirds (JNCC), White-tailed Eagles, Red Kites & Corncrakes (SNH-RSPB), there are summaries of raptor 
| success by the RSGs, data gathered during BTO fieldwork (CES, BBS, WBS), as well as many locally 
organised fieldwork efforts, often by SOC local branches. 


ee 


/N everthless observers could make much more significant contributions to their local area reports by annually 
‘Tevisiting the same sites to assess year-on-year changes in breeding numbers, by reporting sightings of first 
nests, eggs and broods and by recording the size of clutches and broods. Ringers might provide the sizes of 
broods routinely noted in their ringing schedules when ringing pulli or provide recorders with a breakdown 
of the percentage of juveniles to adults ringed over the summer. All of these would give added value to the 
comments contained on breeding populations within local reports, helping to produce a more detailed 
| assessment of the success of the breeding season just past. 


{na hundred years time the passing occurrences of rarities might hold some interest to readers going through 
vhe archives of the SBR but I would bet that it would be the comments about breeding that might get the most 
ittention. Look up the first few SBRs and see what they do not have to say on breeding birds. 


Ray Murray, July 1999. 


4 Scottish Bird Report a | 


1997 in Scotland 


Weather | 
The latter half of the winter of 96-97 was relatively mild and dry, despite a cold spell at the very start of the year. Othe 


than a spell of wet weather in February, the overall dryness would extend into the late spring and combined with fairly * 


warm weather in April and May to promote an early start to the breeding season in some areas. There was however 4 
marked change in mid-May to cooler conditions, that even produced low-level snow, followed by a prolonged wet spell, 
from late May to early July. The spring was fairly quiet for passage migrants and the cold and wet spell caused some 


problems with the breeding species though flooding and chilling. July was changeable but August and Septembe qt 
relatively warm and settled. This broke down for a spell at the end of the August with an unsettled fortnight of weathel) " 


that produced excellent falls of migrants on the east coast and northern isles and good seawatching with an influx oj | 


shearwaters, Sabine's gulls and phalaropes. The later autumn was warm and relatively uneventful other than in th * 
northern isles where conditions allowed a good bag of migrants to appear. The end of the year was unsettled with) | 


depressions sweeping through, bringing mostly mild, dull and wet weather with them. 


Birds 


With the mild conditions, the early year was quiet with no great numbers of the usual Arctic suspects such as Little Auk) \ 
Waxwing, Arctic Repoll and others. There were a handful of American birds around, notably a Black Duck in Highland ' 
and the Lesser Scaup in Caithness. The numbers of Americans around Britian in the early year also produced thi | 


occasional northwards migrant in spring such as the Lothian Laughing Gull in April. 


Spring was a little disappointing with few significant falls of migrants, but rather a steady trickle even of the commol 
passage species. Only by mid-May did a few interesting rarities appear: a Collared Flycatcher in Angus, a Marsl 
Sandpiper in Lothian, a Purple Heron on the Outer Hebrides and a long-staying Black Kite that wandered Orkney 
and Shetland from mid-May. The best bird of the mid-spring was undoubtedly Scotland's second Yellowthroat : 


Shetland. While fewer vagrants in June, they were certainly colourful and included a LittleBittern and a Little Swif | 


on Shetland, a Roller in Dumfries & Galloway, a flurry of Bee-eaters in several areas and the bird of the year for some ) 


Scotland's first Blue-cheeked Bee-eater on Bressay on Shetland. This much-photogrpahed bird lingered allowing thi | 


assembled throngs great views. 


The cool wet spring had a great impact on species vulnerable to late snows, flooding and in June, on-shore storms, 
Consequently waterfowl had a very poor season, raptors were generally less successful ( although Ospreys, White} 
tailed Eagles and Red Kites continued to expand) and some seabirds on the east coast took a clobbering in the storms 


There were however some gains. A pair of Great Northern Divers with an accompanying juvenile seen off Brorai) | 


July was the first breeding of this mostly American-Icelandic species since 1970. Similarly, another pair of Mars} 


Warblers bred on Orkney, only the second Scottish record. Another colony of Reed Warblers appeared at St.Abb) « 


in Borders to balance the recent expansion into the south-west and there was almost certainly a breeding pair of Blac] 
Redstart somewhere in the Firth of Forth area, a juvenile appearing on the Isle of May in early August. 
The early autumn was mostly quiet other than for a sprinkling of American vagrants. In late July and early August |) 
Western Sandpiper in Lothian and a Semi-palmated Sandpiper on Orkney were the third and fourth Scottish record 
respectively, a Bonaparte's Gull appeared in Fife in mid-August, followed by Scotland's first American Herring Gu) 
off St.Kilda in mid-September and the fourth Lesser Scaup in Ayrshire in September. A depression in late Augus” 
brought a siignificant fall of migrants to the east coast and northern isles. Icterine Warblers were to the fore, Scotlan| 
getting a record number in the autumn. Seabirds also appeared in good numbers. Despite only moderate numbers 
skuas this autumn, the same depressions seem to have been responsible for a record influx of Sabine's Gulls as we) 
as good numbers of Cory's & Mediterranean Shearwaters and Grey Phalaropes. 


The rest of the autumn was quiet with few good falls, even of the autumn thrushes. While Fair Isle and Shetland manage} 


to pull in the occasional eastern rarity, including scotland's fifth Blyth's Reed Warbler on Shetland in mid-Septembe)_ 


it was mostly quite elsewhere. However he passage season was redeemed for many by a November arrival of Pallas)” 
Warblers and Firecrests. | 


Passage and wintering geese numbers were maintained, despite an interrupted migration which lowered the peak coun 
generally. Winter again was mild and so lacked may of the more interesting winter visitors although Shetland manag 
a post-Christmas present in the form of a live Brunnich's Guillemot. 
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Introduction 


- This is the 30th Scottish Bird Report to be published by the Scottish Ornithologists’ Club. The SBR is mostly based 
on the local area reports published throughout Scotland. Local areas are named and mapped on the inside back cover 
y) of the SBR with a full list of the recorders, the areas they cover and a source for obtaining the local bird reports that the 
_ SBR is based on. Unfortunatly reports were not received from neither Caithness nor Angus & Dundee in time 
_ for inclusion within the 1997 SBR. Any significant records will be added in the future when they are received. 


| Once again it must be emphasised that I can only publish what is submitted to the local recorders and appears in the 
1) local area reports. Accounts for any area are what has been observed, and reported, in that year, not a summary 
{) of what is actually there! They are, in effect, samples, some of which are more comprehensive than others. As a 
i) Summary it is felt appropriate to abbreviate the area names as much as possible. Many of the recording areas are referred 
ih) to by the briefest abbreviation possible for comprehension. These are listed, along with an area map, at the back of the 

| SBR. Other abbreviations used are listed below. All sites names are followed by the recording area abbreviation the first 
' time they appear in any species account, but not subsequently. 


4 


k Only selected records are given. Precedence is given to peak counts, details concerning breeding populations and 
i! migration patterns. All national rarities and semi-rarities are included where the BBRC, the SBRC or local records 
tt’ committee have vetted the description. Any records still pending will be added to future reports. If more details are 
«required on any records published here, the first source should always be the Local Bird Report and then the Local 
‘Recorder. Minor mistakes have occurred in the past in the details of dates and with the spelling of names. While every 
mm) effort is made to ensure these do not occur, minor mistakes will not be corrected in future editions of the SBR. The 
sh) precise details of records and corroboration of records should always be made via the local area bird report. 

ey} + 

on) The sequence and scientific names in the species list follow the Voous sequence. (See Voous, K.H. 1973-1977. List of 
itt’ Holarctic Bird Species. Ibis 115: 612-638 & 119: 223-250.) English names, for the present, will follow those used in 
m,) the past. While a few local area reports have started to use the recent British Birds name changes, the SBR, following 
tte the advice of the last conference of Scottish local recorders, will go with the concensus usage in local reports. 


| Two conventions are used to indicate breeding success: MBS - mean brood size, is used when the data comprises counts 
1, of broods, the MBS calculated by dividing the number of young by the number of broods; MBP - mean breeding 
if. production, is used when the breeding population is known, the number of young being divided by the number of 
ms, territorial pairs (presumed to have attempted to breed). MBP includes pairs that were unsuccessful and so will almost 
aim always have a lower value than MBP which only counts successful outcomes. For reasons of comprehension I prefer 
sito use br1 rather than b/1 for indicating broods. Where multiple broods are concerned, 3br7 indicates seven young 
th, counted from three broods. 
ac 


\ 
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std | 


ath) 

Gall! 

i 

tt) 

‘Abbreviations 

4 I F Description required MBS _ mean brood size m,km _ metres, kilometres. 
‘2mm male (s) MBP mean breeding production km? _ square kilometres 

J | “ff female (s) juv —s juvenile Res. _ Reservoir 

“or(s) pairs (s) imm immature Pt Point 

ae 34) —_ equivalent figure for Ist-w __ first-winter plumage, etc. L./P. Loch, Lake/ Pond 

. previous year Ist-s  first-summer plumage, etc. R. River 
AON apparently occupied nest N,SE _ flight direction BBS _ Breeding Bird survey 
i \OT apparently occupied territory max maximum, minimum etc. WwBS Wetland Birds Survey 

| 12 clutch of two eggs, etc. /br hourly rate for passage WBS_ Waterways Bird Survey 

at brood of two young, etc. RSG Raptor Study Group CES Constant Effort Site 


(MCS mean clutch size 
- | 


iy 
| 
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Notice to Contributors 
All records should be sent to the appropriate SOC Local Recorder. They should be on one side of a sheet of paper onl 
and if possible in the Voous order (as in this report). BTO/Leica data cards are also available from Recorders. aa i 
Local Recorders can cope with computer-based data and welcome material on a floppy disc (always accompanied b)_, 
hard-copy). You should ask the Local Recorder concerned for the particular arrangements if this option is availabl« ti 
Observers are directed to the Local Bird Reports for the type of information required. All notes for the previous yed) bi 
should be sent in promptly to Recorders by the end of January, but more frequent submissions are welcome. Monthl) 
or quarterly submission spreads the workload of the Recorder. Mic 


Acknowledgements 
I would still like to appeal for any help in the compilation of the SBR. The deadline for publication is increasingly har, 
to meet and spreading out the workload by having several compilers of smaller portions, perhaps just 5-6 pages, of th)“ 
sytematic list seems a solution. Please write if you feel you could assist. 
After last year, Dr.Rob Robertson and Alec Copland kindly offered their services in compiling sections of the repor ‘ 
namely seabirds to non-passerines and ducks to rails respectively. They have my sincere thanks. | 
I would also like to thank Mark Holling for helping to proof-read early drafts of the SBR. Mistakes such as typographica r 
errors, as well as computer-generated slippages such as the omission of several Sylvia warblers in the 1996 Repo 
are entirely my responsibility. The Sy/via section is reinstated in the current volume. 

: 


Kate Thompson is thanked for forwarding materials published by the Joint Nature Conservation Committee on seabirl | 
populations, Colin Crooke passed on the newsletters for White-tailed Eagle and Corncrake while Lorcan O'Tool! Re 
forwarded the Red Kite Newsletters. |B 


I would like to thank all of the Local Recorders and Bird Report Editors involved in producing the local area repor ® 
throughout Scotland that form the basis of the SBR. Please support them by not only contibuting records but by buyin) _ 
your local (and perhaps neighbouring!) area reports. 
Anyone who contributed any record to Scottish Recorders in 1997 is thanked for their help in building up a picture \ 
Scotland 's birds for that year. So please keep your records coming. | 


The only change notified to me concenring the local recorders is that in Lothian Ian Andrews has stood down in favou 
of David Kelly, who recently also took on full responsibility for editing the Lothian Bird Report. Ian actually has ha\_ 
two spells as Lothian recorder, interrupted by his sojourn to Jordan. He is sincerely thanked for his enthusiasm and rigou 
in taking over and reorganising the Lothian set-up from the separate parts of Lothian that each had their own record¢_, 
at one time. i 


Best Artwork in a Scottish Local Bird Report Award wi 
In recent years the Scottish Bird Reporthas been adorned by examples of some of the best artwork that appears in Scottis é tig 
local bird reports. In 1995 it was decided to make awards for the best artwork made available for use to the SBR. Th} 1!’ 
was restricted to amateur artists, excluding the few professionals such as Thelma Sykes, John Busby, Derick Watsa 
and others, who often assist their local reports by providing free artwork. While their contributions are always oreatfulli. . 

le 
received by local bird report editors, these same editors are aware of not making too great a (free) demand on the servic¢ :, if 
of what these people do for a living. Accordingly the Best Artwork Award is partially made to encourage new artis! a 
to make contributions, helping out their local reports. i 
ny 
Awards are made in the 1997 SBR to two artists whose work appears for the first time in the SBR Dan Powell (North ix; 
east Scotland Bird Report) and Darren Woodhead (Lothian Bird Report). | would also like to thank Andrey “ti 
Stevenson, Brent Hurley, Steven Brown, Paul Collins and Stuart Rivers whose works also appear im the 1997 SBF i 
Stuart is especially thanked for offering his artwork unsolicited, a great boon to a busy editor. | ah 


wee 


If you have admired any of the artwork shown in the SBR ,or any local area report ,the artists are usually only too willi 4 
to sell their material or to receive a commission to draw specific birds. Contact : Darren Woodhead at 5 York Plac ¥ 

Edinburgh EH1 3EB; Stuart Rivers at 10 Waverley Park, Edinburgh EH8 8EU; Steven Brownat 118 Leadside Crescen iW 
Dunfermline, Fife KY 12 ONT; Paul Collin, Old Edinburgh Road, Newton Stewart, Wigtownshire DG8 6PL; Andre} »,), 


Stevenson at Millhouse, Ishival, South Uist, Outer Hebrides HS8 5ST; Brent Hurley at 30 Crosswood Crescent, Bale ain 


Midlothian and Dan Powell via Harry Scott. 51 Charlton Crescent, Aboyne, Aberdeenshire AB34 5GN. 
& 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 
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The Scottish Birds Records Committee was set up by the SOC 
| in 1984 to consider records of species not rare enough in 
| Britain to be dealt with by the BBRC, the British Birds 
] Rarities Committee, but which were.rare in Scotland. 
y) 
| A three-tier system of ajudication on records now exists in 
- Scotland (the BBRC being responsible for British rarities, the 
» SBRC for Scottish rare birds and local records committees for 
d): lesser rarities and local rarities). BBRC has a list of British 
2 tarities and records of these species have to submitted to 
‘them. SBRC have produced a list of additional rare birds in 
i Scotland. This list is known as the SBRC List and all records 
/of species on this list require to be substantiated by the 
acceptance of a written description, which in the first place 
‘should be submitted to the Local Recorder for the area 
I concerned. Records of species appearing on the SBRC List 
vare not accepted for publication within the Scottish Bird 
Report unless they have been assessed and accepted by either 
i) ‘SBRC or one of the local committees. Similarly records of 
les species appearing on the BBRC List must be accepted by 
»BBRC prior to publication. 


125 records have been submitted to SBRC for 1997, of which 

‘11 remain pending. Most of the records pending were not 
i ‘ ‘eceived until 1999 and we would urge observers to submit 

‘ecords timeously. Of the records adjudicated upon, 103 have 
seen accepted and 11 were found to be unacceptable (in most 

‘nases they were considered possible but not proven). At 90%, 

his is the highest acceptance level since SBRC was estab- 
‘| 


The Scottish Birds Records Committee 


lished and is a reflection on the improved level of submissions 
being received. 


It may be of interest that 72% of the 1997 submission 
examined by SBRC were 'single observer’ records. This is 
considerably higher than experienced by BBRC and reflects 
the fact that birdwatchers are much thinner on the ground in 
Scotland than is the case in England. 


It was the intention that the SBRC List, which was revised 
from 1998, would remain unaltered for at least three years. 
However BBRC have now added Ferruginous Duck and 
Savi's Warbler to their list. As aresult they are both removed 
from the SBRC List. 


Eric Meek, having served since 1991, retired from the com- 
mittee in 1998 and was replaced by Martin Gray, also from 
Orkney. Eric's contribution to SBRC has been extremely 
valuable. 


The present committee consists of Peter Gordon (Chairman), 
Kevin Orborn, Dave Clugston, Bruce Forrester, Ian Andrews, 
Colin Crooke, Martrin Gray & Ron Forrester (Secretary). 


Allrecords should be sent to the SBRC via the Local Recorder 
who should then forward correspondence to Ron Forrester, 
Secretary, SBRC, 31 Argyle Terrace, Rothesay, Isle of Bute, 
PA20 OBD. 


S.B.R.C. List 1999 


a the species listed below require to be vetted either by the Scottish Birds Records Committee or one of the local area records 


oul) 


" sommittees that now cover most of Scotland. If a record comes from an area without a committee, the Local Recorder will forward 


ti ‘he description to the SBRC. Species in lower case should normally be dealt with locally, species in upper case should be received 
oy the SBRC for consideration, unless there is some local dispensation for particular species. Note that in the species text of the 
Hicorish Bird Report, all species with names prefixed by an asterisk require a description of some sort to be forwarded to the 


\) etting procedure via the Local Recorder. 


1 
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i ‘ppropriate Local Recorder. Records will not normally be published in the Scottish Bird Report unless they have gone through some 


_, | JREAT SHEARWATER Pectoral Sandpiper Marsh Warbler 
i | fediterranean Sharwater Buff-breasted Sandpiper Icterine Warbler* 
i } ittle Egret Mediterranean Gull* MELODIOUS WARBLER 
ui URPLE HERON RING-BILLED GULL DARTFORD WARBLER 
| Vhite Stork HERRING GULL yellow-legged forms Barred Warbler* 
1 poonbill michahellis & cachinnans Pallas's Warbler* 
yi | Ween-winged Teal Bee-eater Firecrest 
1 | ) ing-necked Duck LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER Red-breasted Flycatcher* 
rl | urf Scoter SHORT-TOED LARK BEARDED TIT 
oney Buzzard* WOODLARK WOODCHAT SHRIKE 
ONTAGU’S HARRIER Richard's Pipit * SERIN 
_ | )OUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD TAWNY PIPIT Common Rosefinch* 
: I ‘obby* WATER PIPIT CIRL BUNTING 
i) rane* Nightingale Ortolan Bunting* 
a ‘TONE CURLEW CETTI’S WARBLER LITTLE BUNTING 
ft little Ringed Plover AQUATIC WARBLER 
|) ENTISH PLOVER 


Species List for 1997 


Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata 

Best counts: 195 Irvine-Ballantrae Ayr, 43 Kinshaldy F 
and 33 L.Ryan D&G in Jan; 195 Clyde Est. Clyde and 
101 S.Forth WeBS L in Mar. 

Movements: 74 (hr) Chanonry Pt, H on 15 Jan; 3 counts 
of 14-19 in Shet waters suggest influx from continent. 
56S (lhr) Balmedie NE 17 Jan & 31 Jan; 19N/2S 
Eyemouth B 25 Jan. 

554 Donmouth-Blackdog NE 7 Apr; 142 Ardmore Pt. 
Clyde 12 Apr; 407 Aberdeen-Hackley Head NE 13 Apr; 
220-300 off Delnies M&N 18 Apr; 36 L.Indaal, Islay 
Arg 19 Apr; 300 Balmedie 1 May. 

Jan-Mar freshwater records from Fife, Forth (2) & Loth. 
Rise to 29 Yell Sound Shet 14 Mar was probably 
returning breeders. 

First on fresh-water Shet on 27th Feb; Clyde 5 May. 
Breeding: Shet despite a late season there were 54 pairs (58) at 
monitored sites, close to the recent mean. MBS was 1.39, just above 
average (1.38). MBP was good at 0.67 chicks/breeding pair (mean 
0.60), predation of chicks by Great Skuas had an impact on Foula; 
Ork Full survey had 64 sites (66) Hoy & 7 sites Rousay but just 15 
sites monitored on Mainland. 17 of the 86 sites failed, including all 
7 on Rousay. Success at MBP 0.47 was lower than the mean (0.43) 
but better than last year, with 40 young reared. Success was better 
than usual at Mainland sites (0.73). 9prs Rum reared 5 young, MBP 
0.56. Based on Thompson et al. JNCC, 1998 and local reports. 
Ork 3prs Stronsay, pr Shapinsay did not nest; High 3prs 
Eigg, reared 1 young due to predation by otters, 4prs 
Handa (3), reared 3-4 young, may have bred near Rhives; 
P&K singles only at 3 sites; Forth 3 sites, no success 
Arg 18prs were located in 10 areas, 5br6 noted, rafts 
were less successful due to storm damage & predation; 
Clyde Is 3 successful pr Arran, 2prs with single else- 
where Bute reared br2; Clyde 2prs at 3 sites, br1 noted. 
Passage: 116 Macrihanish Arg Aug-Oct, max 28 (10hrs) 
8 Sep; 28W Strathy Pt. H 9 Sep; 18S Eyemouth B 13 Sep; 
4N/40S Fife Ness F 20 Sep; 52S (hr) Turnberry Pt. Ayr 
28 Sep; 9 over Winchburgh L 5 Oct. 

62 Turnberry Ayr in Sep; 163 Balmedie, 72 Kinshaldy, 
70 Murcur NE, 65 Clyde Est., 51 Largo Bay F, 46 Spey 
Bay M&N & 41 S.Forth WeBS in Oct; 68 Dipple shore 
Ayr, 36 L.Ryan & 23 Lothbeg Pt. H in Nov; 61 Clyde 
Est. & 38 Barassie shore Ayr in Dec. 
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Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica 


Mostly 1-2 birds but few good counts other than off Ayi 


26 Turnberry shore Ayr, 8 Brora H, 8 Hobbister Ork ani) | 


5 Largo Bay F in Jan; 12 Bay of Sandoyne Ork, 8 L.EwR 
H in Feb; 20 Troon Ayr, 13 Fara Ork & 6 Burgheal, 
M&N in Mar; 105 Turnberry & 7 Port Charlotte, Islaj) 


Arg in Apr; 10 Ronachan Pt. Arg, 8 Ruddon's Pt. F an| h 


7 Dornoch H in May. 


Breeding: Total of 98 monitored sites in Scotland (120 in'96), wit | 
82 occupied sites (96), fledging 29 young (47), MBP 0.35 (0.49 : 
RSPB research in High indicates MBP 0.68 for raft nests (0.68 j 


compared to 0.41 in natural sites (0.41). 
Colin Crooke, RSPB,Highland Bird Repo 


OHeb 5 sites Lewis, 2br3 reared, 9prs Uists & Ber | 
becula; High 74 sites monitored (83), 63 with pairs (74 : | 
of which 23 fledged young, MBP 0.37 (0,52); NE pr 4 


suitable site, first since '89; P&K prs seen at 5 sites of 
just 1 young seen; Arg 11 sites (10), bred 9 sites that hell , 
prs, 3 hatched young but only 2 survived to fledg¢ il 


(Mk 


Forth 2prs at 2 sites plus single, nests failed throug) 4 


flooding; Clyde 2 pairs at 1 site failed due to floods; Ay, 


no birds until 2 juvs in Jul. 


First returned Ayr in Jul; Ork & Fife in Aug; Shet, Lo# 


& Clyde in Sep; Bord in Oct. 


Poorer numbers than usual. Mostly 1-3 birds, 8 L.Ew_ 
13 Aug; 10 Ardlair H 18 Aug; 29 Red Pt.H on 19 Auge i 


uy) 


12 Port Henderson H 15 Sep; 11 Kings Cave, Arra) 


Clyde Is 18 Sep; 26 Sound of Gigha Arg, 17 Turnberr 


15 W.L.Tarbert Arg, 12 L.Indaal, Islay Arg & 9 Ruddon| }y, 
Pt. 21-28 Oct; 23 Dipple shore Ayr and 11 Burghead q) \; 


9 Nov; 5 Kinghorn F in Dec. 


Great Northern Diver Gavia immer 
Winter/Spring: 55 Wabister Voe Shet, 53 Whitene: 


Voe Shet, 35 L.Eriboll H, 20 Eigg H & 20 Kennedy) 


Pass Ayr in Jan; 44 L-Eriboll in Feb; 168 Deer Sour 
area Ork and 22 L.Ewe H. in Mar; 339 Deer Sound are} 
26 L.Scridain, Mull Arg,16 Kelta Ness Shet and | 
Girvan shore Ayr in Apr; 249 Deer Sound, 71 whole ¢ 
Kintyre coast Arg, 40 Ronachan Pt. Arg, 26 Quenda’ 
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Bay Shet & 12 Baleshare, N.Uist OH in May. 
Mostly 1-3 birds E. coast & Solway; max 9 NE coast 
9 L.Ryan D&G in Mar. 


Great Northern Diver 
Stuart Rivers 
Fife Bird Report 
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Breeding: 2ad+ljuv arrived from W at Brora H 23 Jul, 
_ staying to 3 Aug. The juv was 60% size of adults, with 
flight feathers not fully developed and incapable of 
prolonged flight. Assumed to have bred nearby. 
- Only second breeding record for Britain. Last bred in 
» 1970, although hybrid breeding in 85/86. 
8 Deer Sound 15 Jun with 2 on 23 Jul. 2 ads Achnahaird 
- Bay, W.Ross H 24 Jun, | there 2 Jul. Also ad L.Scridain, 
Mull 5 Jun & ad L.na Keal, Mull Arg 24 Jun. 
- Fewer Jul-Aug birds: 17 Shet, 6 Ork, 3 OHeb & 6 Arg, 
max 4 Sandwick Shet 28 Jul. 
Arrival N & W.coasts from late Sep & Oct. 12 Egilsay 
) Ork 21 Sep; 16 L.Indaal, Islay Arg 25 Sep; 101 Deer 
Sound, 80 Sound of Gigha Arg, 30 Broad Bay, Lewis 
OH & 14 Dipple shore 26-28 Oct; 38 L.Eriboll 11 Nov. 
‘51 inner Moray Firth H, 48 Bring Deeps Ork, 47 outer 
| Dornoch Firth H, 40 Inganess Bay Ork, 40 Kirkwall Bay 
Ork, 15 L.Scridain, Mull, 13 NE coast, 12 Morar shore 
‘H & 11 Quendale Bay Shet in Dec. 
4 Again only 1-3 birds on most N.Sea coasts. 
) | inland at Auchenreoch L. D&G 15 Dec. Leucistic bird 
il) returned Sandsound Voe Shet for 16th year. 
-*White-billed Diver Gavia adamsii 
il) 2nd/3rd- s Fetlar Shet 24-29 Apr; 2nd-s N.Ronaldsay 
/Ork 7 Jun. Poorest year for some time. 
We 
w Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 
w)On sea: 22 Findhorn Bay M&N in Jan; 7 Bagh an 
1) \Strathaid, Lochalsh H in Feb; 1-3 birds seen Jan/Feb at 
a. Bay H, Lossie Est. & Kingston M&N, Methil 
it! F, Kinneil Forth, Musselburgh L & Millport Bay Clyde 
“Is; 12-13 wintered Clyde Est. Clyde Jan-Feb; also 1-4 at 
=\4 sites Ayr coast; 7 L Etive Arg in Jan. 
‘Inland birds Jan/Feb: OHeb 12 Lochmaddy, N.Uist; 
ii\Forth 8 L.Lubnaig & 3 R.Forth at Lecropt; Loth 4-5 
i), anlithgow L. & max 9 Seafield P.; Bord c.12 at 4 river 
it) sites R.Tweed & c.10 on ponds; Clyde 15 R.Clyde at 
ft} 3aron's Haugh, 15 R.Clyde at Thankerton, 8 Hogganfield 
|) .. & 6 Douglas Water; Ayr 12 Bogside in Jan with 13 at 
||| other sites. 
i) More birds wintering inland and further increase in 
urds reported wintering on sea & on rivers. 
/3reeding: Sites Pairs Broods Young MBS MBP 
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Little Grebe 
Andrew Stevenson 
Ayrshire Bird Report 


=a hee 

Autumn assemblies: 18 L.Flemington M&N, 15 Coot 
L., Benbecula OH, 15 Balgray Res. Clyde & 12 Folly L. 
B in Aug; 56 Hogganfield L. Clyde, 49 Kilconquhar F, 
44 Cameron Res. F, 20 L.Moraig P&K, 16 Gladhouse 
Res. L, 15 N.Craig Res. Ayr & 13 L.Spynie M&N in 
Sep; 23 L.Etive Arg & 17 R.Almond pools L in Oct. 
Bord 16 noted on still waters, 10 on rivers in Nov/Dec; 
Ayr 37 at 7 sites Nov/Dec; Arg 14 Kintyre peninsula in 
Dec. 2 Whiteadder Res. L at 250m altitude. 

31 R.Clyde at Lamington, 19 R.Clyde at Carstairs and 
12 R.Clyde at Baron's Haugh Clyde in Nov; 22 L.Etive, 
20 Seafield P., 14 R.Leven at Dumbarton Clyde in Dec. 


Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 

430 Inner Solway WeBS D&G, 200 Silverknowes shore 
L, 80 Torry Bay F, 74 Kinneil Forth, 68 Ardmore Pt. 
Clyde, 25 Ross Priory, L.LLomond Clyde & 23 Irvine 
Bay Ayr in Jan; 40 Blackness shore L, 38 Clyde Est. 
Clyde, 26 Port Seton L & 18 Dalgety Bay F in Feb; 
57Silverknowes & 20 Langbank Clyde in Mar. 

Jan inland records at L.of Mentieth Forth, Carron 
Valley Res. Forth & L.Lomond. In Jan/Feb, 2 singles 
Ork & 3 High. First inland returnees: Ayr 2 Feb, Clyde 
& M&N 8-9 Mar, Fife 16 Mar, Bord 30 Mar. 

Best inland assemblies: 22 L.of Mentieth 23 Mar and 26 
L.Gelly F 12 May. 11 still on sea Blackness in May. 
Breeding: Sites Pairs Broods Young MBS MBP 


M&N 1 1 0 0 - 
NE Scot 2 6 4 6 1.50 1.00 
P&K 8 >8 ? 8 - - 
Fife 9 38 c.21 41 1.95 1.08 
Forth 6 12 4 6 1.50 0.50 
Loth 6 >13 c.4 7 eS 0.54 
Bord 5 c.5 3} 6 2.00 1.20 
Clyde 27 49 c.24 48 2.00 0.98 
Ayr 5 7 3 7 2.30 1.00 
D&G i 26 7] 13 2.60 


Best: 14prs Lindores L. F; 9prs Lochwinnoch Clyde: 
7prs L.Gelly F, Lochrutton D&G & Kilconquhar F. 
113 S.Forth L, 34 Kinneil & 22 Barr L. Clyde in Jul; 153 
Ardmore Pt. in Aug; 448 S.Forth, 46 Lindores L. & 26 
Marlee L. P&K in Sep; 261 L.Ryan D&G, 103 Kinneil, 
20 St.Cyrus NE & 18 Endrick Mouth Clyde in Oct; 262 
Inner Solway, 19 Gartmorn Forth in Nov; 129 S.Forth, 
107 Ardmore Pt. & 38 L.Gelly in Dec. 

Dec inland records widespread in Fife, but also from 
Hoselaw B, Balgray Res., Littleton Res. Clyde, Kilburnie 
L. Ayr & Martnaham L. Ayr. 
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Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 

More normal Jan-May totals with only Ork elevated 
over normal: 12 Ork, 1 M&N, 8 Fife (not Largo), | Bord, 
1 Clyde Is, 2 Clyde, 6 Ayr. Best counts: record 35 Largo 
Bay F 17 Mar; 9 Bay of Sandoyne Ork 21 Mar 

Sites Jo«F MAS Mag. oJ SA SS) 'O..N D 
Larco;BaysR 4s 6ht3se Ree soo) enone S Slats, 
Mus'burgh L633 laos LS) Me Sh Oh 
Gosford L 6 3 Dik 2) POMEL SOS 2846 SME 19 
AberladyL 6 19 1 Dees) Wye 4 
Fresh-water records: sine Reileenqtiiar FACE Lomond 
Clyde in Jan/Feb. 

Breeding: Usual pair summered Bord 21 Mar-18 Jun 
for 10th year running with no evidence of breeding other 
than apparent incubation on a nest platform. 

2-5 summered Gosford Bay L with rapid build-up there 
to max 63 on 17 Aug. First 1 Largo Bay 28 Aug. Best 
counts: 19 Musselburgh L 26 Nov; 7 Largo Bay 21 Dec. 
Inland singles Kilconquhar & L.Gelly F in Dec. 
Away from F. of Forth Sep mostly singles Shet, NE, 
M&N;; Oct singles Ork, High (2), NE (2), Arg & D&G 
with 3 Burghead Bay M&N 9 Oct. 1-3 birds Nov/Dec: 
Shet, High (3 birds), M&N (4) & Clyde (3). Best counts: 
3 Nairn Bar M&N 14 Dec & 3 Rhu Clyde 31 Dec. 


Nw nN Ww 


Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus 

Jan-Mar numbers again were higher than normal with 
97 Shet, 63 Ork, 17 OHeb, 101 High, 14 M&N, 2 NE, 
c.70 Arg, c.45 Clyde, 8 Ayr & 34 D&G. Numbers were 
also higher at the more regular sites, particularly in Mar 
when several areas had near-record counts. 


Sites Sic) BoM Acs Me SAWS N D 
Tresta Shet S Digan 291 US Otl ere =H) hy eS iagie as 
BurgheaadM&N 5 2 13 4 - See Ae ES 3 ORO 
Largo Bay area F 12 6 32 14 - SUS ip=i NO he eS) 
Kinshaldy F Sire, “eho ee an Tis apie SSeS D eave), 
Ardmore Pt.Cly 15 23 21 19 - eR ABE 235025 
Gosford Bay L 18 dy Si e267 33 - 1 26 43 48 
Musselburgh 33 20 45 12 - Ae Tle 20% 279-23 
L.Ryan D&G 26 10/13 3 10) 10% ALO 


Other good counts inetd: 20 Incaness Bay Ork, 60+ 
Dornoch H, 16 Alturlie H, 38 L.na Keall, Mull Arg in 
Jan. 12 L.Indaal, Islay Arg in Jan rose to 44 in Mar. 
81 Gosford Bay L 8 Mar. 

Breeding: A total of 22 waters were occupied, holding 53 pairs. 
Unfortunately just 15 young were fledged, the lowest number for 
many years. Overall productivity was the lowest-ever at MBP 0.28 
(mean 0.62). Colin Crooke, RSPB: Highland Bird Report. 
High 48prs (47) & 3 singles reared only 14 juvs with 
total failure from the 7prs in Badenoch & Strathspey & 
the pr in Ross-shire failing to reappear; M&N 12prs (8) 
raised just 2 young, but | new site; P&K single at | site 
Apr-Jun. 

1 Sound of Gigha Arg 7 Jul; 1 Ardmore Clyde 13 Aug. 
Arrival: M&N 11 Sep; OHeb 14 Sep; Clyde, High, Shet 
& Ork 20-21 Sep; Fife 11 Oct; Fair Is 15 Oct. 


} 
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Max counts elsewhere: 5 L.of Strathbeg NE, 30 N.Ba | : 
Hoy Ork & 34 L.Indaal, Islay in Oct; 24 Sound of Gigh) |! 
& 30 L.na Keall, Mull 30 Nov; 90 outer Dornoch Firt) ' 
H, 36 Cromarty Firth H, 30 Inverness Firth H & 15 Bal 
of Sandoyne Ork in Dec. i 


Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis. 
Winter: 2 L.Ryan D&G 26 Jan; singles Kilconquhar J) = 
F 3-18 Jan; St.Andrews F 7 Jan & 18 Feb; Portobello }) "! 
12 Feb and 4-8 Mar; Seafield L 8 Mar; 2 Largo Bay | 
9 Mar, 21-22 Mar with 1 to 6 Apr. mil 
Breeding: P&K 3 ads at 1 site with br1 on 15 May; Bor} ‘ii 
present 3 sites - 2prs at one site with 2br4 on 28 Jun, mg) \ 
5 other site 11 & 14 May, 2br2 seen 24 Jul & 22 Aug, la ip 
present 12 Sep. Ad seen 3rd site 24 Jun. - 
Post-breeding: 2 L.Gelly F 28 Jul, 3 Kiconquiiew 
2-17 Aug & 1 Yetholm L. B 22 Aug. 

Winter: 1 Ardmore Pt. Clyde 19 Oct; 4 L.Ryan 6 Nol i 
1 Gosford Bay L 18 and 23 Nov; | Balgray Res. Clyc 
21 Nov; 1 Chanonry Pt. H 19 Dec. 


I 

: 
Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis | 
Breeding: There were no major changes at monitored colo / 
between '96 & '97. A 10% decline in SW Scotland was wi in ( 
previous the range of fluctuations in this area. A similar drop in Ni piN 
Scotland was due to predation on Canna H. Smaller-scale ince ( 
on Mainland Ork, SE Scotland & NE Scotland were in line wf u3 
long term trends. 4 
British productivity averaged MBP 0.39, the 3rd-lowest since 19} alt 
but close to the long-term mean of 0.43. Success declined at 71 “| iy 


British colonies & there was an overall drop of 0.09 chicks fledg¢ i 
AOS. In some instances predation was responsible, feral cats bei lm 
active at Gultak Ork. However the poor weather of '97 probal in 
bears the most responsibility | for the poorer success, the only } bier 
crease in success, in NW Scotland, occurring where the weather W hen 
generally better that year. Chicks at an Eigg H colony actual in 
suffered from heat-stress. Thompson ef al. JNCC 19 tall 
Shet little change Foula, 12-14% increase Noss, god Ny 
success; Fair Is 7% drop with low MBP of 0.36; On yy. 
poor numbers & success Rousay at 0.36; OHeb St.Kill iN 
colonies were unaffected by the poor weather; NE 6p) 7 \j 
L.of Strathbeg, 2 nested & failed, 47% increase |, 
350prs Sand of Forvie (238 in '94); Is of May 24! 9); 
increase since '96 to 382 AOS, MBP 0.37; Fife inlai ai 
sites at Lucklawhill 48prs & Brockmount 1 Sprs +3juy ~ ir 
Forth Is 2,045prs; Loth inland sites at Holyrood Paj 

20 birds, Torphin 8 birds; Bord 15% drop St.Abbs wil 


Alas next one Mid 
Records of 10 birds past Kinneil Forth 10 Aug-6 Se ,, 
Max passage rates of 512 Frenchman's Rocks, Islay A mi; 6) 
in Apr; 58/hr Fife Ness F in May; 70/hr noted Eyemo bir 
B in Aug; 77/hr Turnberry Pt. Ayr in Feb, 40/hr there . 
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Sep.1,900/hr Brough of Birsay Ork 9 Sep; 3,082 
N.Ronaldsay Ork 11 Sep. j 
‘Blue’ phase birds, mostly singles, reported: Fair Is, Ork, 
NE, Arg & Ayr, included singles prospecting on cliffs 
- on Fair Is & Forvie Cliffs NE. 
_ See Jardine, D.C. (1998). Increases in Fulmars breeding on Colonsay 
» 1975-1997. Argyll Bird Report 1997: 94-97. 


-*Cory's Shearwater Calonectris diomedea 

1 Girdleness NE 29 Jul, 2 there on 27 Aug, 2 on 2 Sep 

“& 1 on 3 Sep. 1 Kinnaird Head NE 20 Sep & | at sea 
‘6miles W of Scarbra Arg 29 Sep. 

i) Seven in one year is local record for NE Scotland and 

a reward for diligent seawatching at Girdleness. 


| *Great Shearwater Puffinus gravis 

1 feeding with Fulmar at factory outfall at Kinnaird 
\ Head NE 2 Feb. 1 Girdleness NE 2 Sep. 2 N.Ronaldsay 
tOrk 14 Sep. The winter record is extremely unusual. 


E 
_,Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus 

3 early records: 1 Kinnaird Head NE 3 Feb; 2 Skerries 
«Shet 3 May; 1 Dunbar L 27 Jun. 
# 7irst OHeb, Ork & Arg 24-31 Jul; Fife & NE 3-8 Aug; 
WWM&N 14 Aug; Shet, Fair Is & Bord 21-23 Aug; D&G, 
fl oth & Is of May 5-15 Sep; Ayr 1 Oct. 

i Only 3 Aug records: 2 Renish Pt., Harris OH, 3 Sumburgh 
“dead Shet & 1 Frenchman's Rocks, Islay Arg 24-31 Jul. 
ew (c.25 birds) until 3rd week Aug, 6 Machrihanish 

wrg 12 Aug & 7 there 18 Aug, otherwise 1-2 birds. 
i) Aore widespread from 21 Aug but still few, 70 Brora H, 


yi} }etter numbers by mid-Sep: 45 Grimnish Pt. N.Uist OH 
im) Sep with 74 on 8 Sep; 21 Strathy Pt. H & 10 Is of May 
2) Sep; 20 Brough of Birsay Ork 10 Sep; 53 Kinnaird 
Wihlead 13 Sep; 11 Fair Is 15 Sep; 74 N.Ronaldsay Ork 
wi) 3 Sep; 21W Durness H 1 Oct; 54 (1hr) Brough of 
/irsay 4 Oct; 24 Strathy Pt. 2 Oct; 140 N.Ronaldsay, 72 
sll) of May & 40 St.Abbs B (1hr) 12 Oct; 127 Peterhead 
«@) E, 93 Is of May & 30 Barns Ness L 13 Oct; 126 
i aed 14 Oct; 97 Is of May 15 Oct; 32 Fife Ness 


ie 


1 ' anx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus 


ost early-year records from W. | Port Askaig, Islay 
7rg 10 Feb; 1 Cloch Pt. Clyde 22 Feb; 1 Kinnaird Head 
1B 25 Feb; 3 Frenchman's Rocks, Islay Arg 26 Feb; 
(gh |Proon Ayr 2 Mar; 1 Machrihanish Arg 13 Mar; and 
| Aird an Runair, N.Uist OH 28 Mar. 

i returned Eigg H 23 Mar. Apr records: Ork (1), 
) gh (5), NE (13), Fife (11) & Arg (246). 
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confirms that a major decline has occurred here since the 70s, Brown 
Rats & feral cats are predators on Canna but the extent of predation 
is unknown. Breeding success was again very low on Canna with 
only 1 from 13 occupied burrows. Rum H had a very early season & 
63% of study burrows were occupied fledging 0.88 chicks/egg laid, 
the highest figure since monitoring resumed in '94. On Is of May 
birds were heard from burrows in summer, these will be checked 
with tape lures in '98. There has only been a single previous case of 
breeding on the British E. coast, in 1939. 

Thompson et al. JNCC 1998. 
Shet 8 burrows Wick of Tresta, Fetlar (12) had MBP 
0.88; High 100-200prs Eigg; Is of May up to 8 birds 
prospecting Jul/Aug; Arg 160 burrows Sanda, Kintyre. 
Passage on the N&E coasts: 145 Peterhead NE 1 May; 
1,000+ Brora H 17 May; 276 Girdleness NE 8 Jul; 194 
Fife Ness F 24 Jul; 108N Fife Ness 3 Aug; 71 Brough of 
Birsay Ork 21 Aug; 65 Delnies M&N 26 Aug; 800 
Brora 27 Aug; 280 Girdleness 28 Aug; 213 Copinsay 
Pass Ork 3 Sep; 40 Fair Is 4 Sep;1,000 outer Firth of 
Forth from MV Gardyloo 11 Sep; 346 Is of May 18 Sep; 
209N/7S Fife Ness 20 Sep; 132N Eyemouth B 19 Sep; 
226S Eyemouth 11 Oct; 32N Fife Ness 14 Oct. 
1 well up F. of Forth at Kinneil Forth 15 Sep. 
W.coast: 240N Aird an Runair, N.Uist OH 9-10 Apr; 
1,500 L.Eynort, S.Uist OH 3 Jul; 680 (3hr) Machrihanish 
Arg 5 Jul; 68N/23S Cloch Pt. Clyde 6 Jul; 700 Ardrossan 
Ayr 6 Jul; 1,000 Ayr Ayr 17 Jul; SOON/429S Cloch Pt. 
25 Jul; 5,000 Eigg-Muck H 1 Aug; 3,000 Canna Sound 
H 3 Aug; 4,000 Eigg 13 Aug;1,035 (4hr) Macrihanish 
18 Aug; 913N/1,413S Cloch Pt.20 Aug; 5,000 
Kennacraig-Islay ferry Arg 23 Aug; 1,600 Largymore, 
Arran Clyde Is 27 Aug; 750 feeding Grimnish Pt. 
N.Uist OH 28 Aug; 1,000 Troon Ayr 29 Aug; 6,500/ 


Manx & Mediterranean Shearwaters 
Paul Collin 
Dumfries & Galloway Bird Report 
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3hrs Frenchman's Rocks, Islay Arg 30 Aug; 2,000 
Ardrossan 4 Sep; 2,500/hr Corsewall Pt. D&G 6 Sep; 
3,500 Ardrossan 10 Sep; 2,500 Troon 13 ee 126N/ 
1748S Cloch Pt. 14 Sep. 

1 Lochcarron H 8 Sep but several dead hee 12 Sep. 
'‘Dozens' found swimming in flooded streets of Arisaig 
H after storm in mid-Sep. 

Last Shet, Fair Is, Clyde, Clyde Is & Ayr 14-16 Sep; 
M&N 1 Oct; OHeb & Bord 13-15 Oct; Fife, Arg & Loth 
25Oct-3 Nov; NE 23 Nov. Latest 21 Copinsay Pass Ork 
24 Nov. 


*Mediterranean Shearwater Puffinus yelkouan 

1 BroraH 10 Aug; 14 birds seen Machrihanish Arg 
9 Aug-14 Sep; 1 Girdleness NE 17 Aug; 1 from the 
Kennacraig to Islay ferry Arg 23 Aug; 2 Girdleness on 
27 Aug;1 Turnberry Pt. Ayr 30 Aug; 1 off Scotsoun 
Head NE | Sep; 9 Turnberry Pt. 12 Aug; 1 Troon Ayr 
15 Sep;1 Grimnish Pt., N.Uist OH 16 Sep; 1 St.Abbs 
Head B 21 Sep; 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 23 Sep; 2 Fife Ness 
F 19 Oct; 2 Kinnaird Head NE 20 Oct; 1 Turnberry Pt. 
16 Nov with 3 late birds Turnberry Pt. 9 Dec. 
Several records mentioned in local reports have not 
been submitted to SBRC- High, NE , Clyde (4), D&G (2). 


* Wilson's Petrel Oceanites oceanicus 

1 seen by ‘Seabirds at Sea' Team, 60 nautical miles NW 
of Unst Shet 1 Jun. 

Second for Shetiand waters, fourth for Scotland. 


Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus 
N & Wcoasts: few early records: 1 St.Kilda OH 30 Apr; 
1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 3 Jun; noted off Eigg H from 5 Jun; 
2 Rhuba Ardvule, S.Uist OH 10 Jun. 
Breeding: Very little new data. An occupied burrow with a chick 
was found in a new area away from the Sanda Is. Arg lighthouse 
colony of c.150prs. On Mousa Shet nests checks in Sep showed that 
fledging was about 2 weeks later than usual. 

From Thompson et a.l JNCC, 1998. 
Shet: numbers of burrows Mousa was down; Ork bred 
Holm of Papa Westray but no further information, 100 
wings found Broch of Burraness, Yell in Aug suggest 
work of a feral cat; Arg 160 active burrows Sanda Is.. 
Trapping, mostly Jul-Sep: 20 Burrafirth, Unst Shet; 
1,056 new birds Fair Is; 904 Northside, Birsay Ork; 
91 Bearasay, nr Lewis OH; 1,278 Treshnish Is, Mull 
Arg; 627 ads Sanda Is. Arg. 
Also: 42 N.Ronaldsay Ork & 10 Eilean Arnoil, Lewis 
OH 21 Jun; 2 Aird an Runair, N.Uist OH 22 Jun & 5 Jul; 
18 Machrihanish Arg 15 Jul; 6 Brough of Birsay Ork 
23 Jun; 5 off Iona Arg 9 Jul; 17 Rubha Ardvule 11 Jul; 
3 Grimnish Pt., N.Uist OH 13 Jul; 109 N.Ronaldsay on 
15 Jul; 1-4 from Foula ferry Shet 5 dates during Jul-Sep; 
3 Portencross Ayr 23 Jul; a few Fair Is ferry, max 10 on 
15 Sep; small numbers between Eigg & Arisaig H Jul/ 
Aug; 37 Machrihanish 12 Aug; 6 Saltcoats Ayr 10 Sep; 
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33 N.Ronaldsay 14 Sep; 9 Ayr Ayr 16 Sep; 16 from M) 1! 
St.Ola Ork 19 Sep; 1 Skerries Shet 3 Oct; 1 St.M U 
Bay, Holm Ork 14 Oct; 20 The Little Minch OH 20 Oc} | 
1 N.Ronaldsay 21 Oct 1 Sound of Islay Arg 24 Oct. | 
N.Sea coasts: 1 Chanonry Pt. H 20 May. | 
After storm: | off Fife Ness F 29 Jun; 7 Girdleness Nj }) 
1 Jul; 2 Kinnaird Head NE 3 Jul. \\ 
Mist-netting using tape lures Jul/Aug: 2 Fradertaie } 
NE, 28 Is of May, 27 Fife Ness & 9 St.Abbs B. |e 
3 Brora H7 Sep; 3 Brora 9 Sep; 1 Lossiemouth M&) |! 
10 Sep; 3 Brora 2 Oct; 1 Hound Pt. L 20 Oct. i 


Leach's Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa | a 
1 St.Kilda OH 30 Apr, 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 2 May aif ; 

"many" Butt of Lewis OH 24 Jun were the only pre- J i 
reports. A 
Breeding: 12 occupied burrows Rumna Stacks Shet (17-2() . 
although some may have been missed. Trapping at Bearasay, ne |) 


Lewis OH found no brood patches or any evidence of recen|, | 
occupied burrows. Thompson et al . JNCC 19 | 

1-3 birds seen occasionally N.Ronaldsay Ork & Fair), |\' 
Jul-Sep; 1-2 Eswick Shet, Birsay Ork, Handa H, Ei) \\) 
H & Stranraer-Belfast ferry D&G Jul-Aug. ML 
Large-scale movement first half Sep: 19 Machrihani) 
Arg, 15 Turnberry Pt. Ayr, 11 Grimnish Pt. N.Uist O]}) ‘jj 
1 Tiree ferry Arg & 1 Lismore Arg 8 Sep; 51 Brora} {jj 
and 9 Lossiemouth M&N 9 Sep; 14 Turnberry Pt. all jy 
5 Machrihanish 12 Sep; 63 Machrihanish, 35 Corsew@, \ 


Peterhead NE 13 Sep;43 Ayr Ayr 14 Sep;6N.Ronaldsd_ 
3 Fair Is, 1 Cloch Pt. Clyde 15 Sep; 7 N.Ronaldsay |; 
6 Sep; 10 Grimnish Pt. 10 Oct; 3 Brora 11 Oct. i 
Only 4th records & first live birds for M&N. 


Gannet Morus bassana ise 
Breeding: Inline with recent trends, Gannet numbers at monitol), |, 
sites continued to show increases. 63% of 545 nests held youn, AT 


late Jul at Troup Head NE, representing further expansion there 2 ,,, 
the many non-breeders present suggests scope for consideral i 
further expansion. The rate of increase on Fair Is seems to| fy 
slowing at +2.4%. 

Gannets did not seem to be affected by the bad yeas Productil 
was reasonable at MBP 0.65-0.71 at five Scottish colonies, a lil” jj 


above the local means. Thompson et al. JNCC 19! 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


Shet 260 on monitored plot Foula (272) with MBP 0.65, 
al little below mean; Fair Is. 1,116 nests (1,090), MBP 
0.69; High | bird sat on Am Balg 4 Jun but no nest; 
D&G 1,072 AONs Scar Rocks. 
_ Seawatching max counts: 645 Anstruther F 19 Apr; 
287/hr Cloch Pt. Clyde 18 Jul;115 Lossiemouth M&N 
8 Sep; 3,000 Strathy Pt. H 7 Sep, 380/hr N.Ronaldsay 
Ork 15 Sep; 200 Rothesay Bay, Bute Clyde Is 16 Sep; 
_ 2,300/hr Eyemouth B & 1,000 Turnberry Pt. Ayr 1 Oct; 
N 670 Peterhead NE 14 Oct. 
4.682 passed Machrihanish Arg Jul-Oct were 89% 
- adults & just 0.2% juvs (8%) . Lost juvs, mostly singles 
Arkleston Clyde 19 Sep; 6 juvs from E down R. Irvine 
at Bogside Ayr & 1 Chateauherault Clyde 20 Sep; 
Fintry Clyde 22 Sep; Cambus Forth 25 Sep; 14 juvs 
Kinneil Forth & 1 New Lanark Clyde 26 Sep. 


* Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 

ill’ Max counts: 314 Clyde Est. Clyde, 143 L.of Strathbeg 
Hi’ NE, 132 Gullane-Berwick coast L/B, 80 Tweed census 
r ) B (59), 57 L.Duich H & 40 Cobbinshaw Res. L in Jan; 
i). 116 Wemyss Bay Clyde, 86 Bogside Ayr, 69 Girdleness 
NE, 65 Kincardine F, 65 Higgin's Neuk Forth in Feb; 
| 230 Inchgarvie L, 48 L.Fad Bute Clyde Is & 40 Eathie 
cliffs H in Mar; 250 Mochrum L. D&G & 48 Covesea 
’ M&N in Apr. 

ii) Breeding: Due to the propensity of Cormorants to switch between 
Wit colonies, incomplete census data can be difficult to interpret. In SW 


» Scot & SE Scot there was an increase in the number of breeding pairs 
i _ following declines in '95 between '96 attributed to the cold spring in 
0), ‘96. In N.Scot there was a decline at N.Sutor H for a second year (to 
' 177prs) although there was a slight increase in E.Caith H. The 7% 
increase in Shet monitoring sites is welcomed after the losses 
4 between 89-94 in which the breeding population halved. A new site 
) was reported in the NW Scot, although it held just 2 pairs. 
ili} Success in Britain was close to the norm at 2-3 chicks/successful 
i nest. The exception was N.Sutor which managed only 1.0, much 
nih lower than 2.24 mean of the site. With an MBS of 2.26 in Caith & 
‘et 2.8 in Shet, success was good, in contrast with the MBS of 1.4 in 
1 | parts of W.Scot where success was lowered to just 0.64 at a site 
| affected by Mink predation. 
mS Data: R.Sellar in Thompson et al. JNCC 1998. 
i) OHeb 69 nests at 2 sites; NE 2 nests Strathbeg reared 
i! 2 young; Firth of Forth 462 nests on 5 islands (399); 
Bord 36 nests Dowlaw (35), MBS 2.50 (2.40); Arg 
| 107prs at 5 sites, MBS 1.1; Ayr 217 nests, with 2 new 
) colonies; Clyde nesting behaviour seen Hogganfield L. 
//in Mar; Ayr 155 nests Finnarts Pt.-Downan, 147 nests 
| Lady Is., MCS 2.6 in 52 nests, MBS 2.2 in 57 nests on 
4 Jun. 
1194 Solway WeBS D&G & 120 Ballantrae shore Ayr in 
| Jul; 91 Levenmouth F, 89 Girdleness, 84 counted round 
/2st., 164 Alloa roost Forth & 133 Kincardine Bridge F 
' n Oct; 48 Gladhouse Res. L in Nov; 270 roosting wreck 
wl i of MV Captyannis Clyde, 230 Irvine shore Ayr, 94 L.of 


a 


‘Bute Clyde Is & 79 Ruddon's Pt. F in Sep; 610 Clyde - 
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Strathbeg, 63 roost Creinich, L.Lomond Clyde, 42 Yell 
Sound Shet & 39 Buckie M&N in Dec. 

Birds resembling continental race P.c.sinensis: ad 
Lossiemouth M&N 4 May; ad L.Spynie M&N 10 May. 


Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis 
Breeding: Numbers breeding in SE Scot increased again but 
remain well below the early 1990s figures. There was a marked 
decline on Fair Is, losing the gains made between '95-96. However 
the Shet population is slowly increasing after a prolonged decline. 
Trends in N.Scot are unclear with a drop to 204 following a rise to 
242 in '96. There were increases in NW Scot & SW Scot with the 
highest-ever numbers Canna H since '89 while numbers in SW 
trebled to a record 123 nests. The trends in SW again suggest a slow 
recovery after long term deline in the 1980s & 90s. 
Success at the eight monitored British colonies showed a lower than 
normal MBP of 1.06 (mean 1.35). E.coast colonies had a marked 
decline with N.Sutor H & St.Abbs B having very low figures, 
ascribed to bad weather. On the Is of May (a very early season) there 
was only a slight decline. Productivity at 6 W.Scot colonies not 
predated by Mink was moderate at MBP 1.05 & there was a good 
impovement at An Glas Eilean Arg to 1.0 where Mink were 
controlled. Canna H had its best production at 1.75 since 1988. 
Thompson etal. JNCC 1998. 
Shet 2.7% increase at monitored sites; High 1,148 nests 
Canna, 209 N.Sutor, 68prs Eigg (55), 12nests A'Chleit; 
M&N sharp increase Portknockie to 18 nests (6) with 
100 non-breeders present; Is of May 502 nests; Forth 
Is 945 nests (909); Bord 160 nests (175) St.Abbs; Arg 
1,388 nests at 14 sites; Ayr 416 nest in 4 areas with 4prs 
Ailsa Craig returning after the rat cull. 
Movements: 750N Peterhead NE in Feb; 95/hr 
N.Ronaldsay Ork 12 Oct. 
Counts: 1,105 Bluemull Shet, 300 Ballantrae shore Ayr 
& 162 Berwickshire coast B in Jan; 1,200 Tuimpan 
Head, Lewis OH, 865 E.Neuk F in Feb; 400 Sound of 
Harris OH in Oct; 1,407 Yell Sound Shet, 870 E.Neuk, 
650 Kilrenny F in Dec; 400-500 Eigg in winter. 
1 Higgin's Neuk Forth 25 Oct was very far up F.of Forth. 


Bittern Botaurus stellaris 

1 Duddingston L on 3 dates 15 Jan-9 Mar; 1 Aber Bog, 
Endrick Mouth Clyde on 28-30 Jan;1 Skinflats Forth 
13 Jan & | Feb. 


*Little Bittern Lxobrychus minutus 

1 ad Lera Voe, Walls Shet 12-17 Jun then Footsburgh 
18-30 Jun. Fourth for Shetland, last there 1965. 
Photo:Birding World 10:205. 


*Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 

No counts from Edinburgh Zoo L but seen Warriston, 
Edinburgh in Jan, Saughton, Edinburgh in Jun (2) & 
Cramond in Jun & Aug. 


*Little Egret Egretta garzetta 
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c.13-16 birds, duplication likely. 

Singles Clachan-a-Luib, N.Uist OH 6-7 Apr; L Steinavat, 
N.Uist OH 3-10 May; L.Carloway, Lewis OH 12 May; 
1 Ardeer Ayr 13 May-25 Sep, possibly same Pow Burn 
Ayr 5 Oct; Brig O'Wathie, Stenness Ork 19-20 May; 
R.North Esk NE 24 May; L.Bea, S.Uist OH 25 May, 
same Liniclate, Benbecula OH 29 May & 5 Jun; L.of 
Spiggie Shet 3 Jun; 1 Ythan Est. NE 9 Jun, joined by 
another 10 Jun; 1 Bridgend Moss, Islay Arg 12-13 Jun; 
1 Strathclyde Country Park Clyde 12-14 Jun, same 
R.Avon & Merryton Clyde 14 Jun; | Kirkfieldbank 
Clyde mid-Jun; 1 Hunterston Ayr 14 Jun-7 Sep; 1 
L.Ryan D&G 19 Jun & 13-15 Sep, probably summered; 
1 Creagorry, Benbecula OH 3 Nov. 

Note again the western bias of records: 3rd & 4th for 
Ayrshire, 7th for Shetland, 8th for Orkney, 8th-13th for 
O.Hebrides. 


Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

50 Hunterston Ayr, 41 Bogside Ayr, 33 L._Ryan D&G 
& 32 Clyde Est. Clyde in Jan; 56 Stormont L. P&K & 
21 Cluden Water D&G in Feb. 

Breeding: few colony counts are submitted, despite 
widespread knowledge of breeding Sites. 


Area Colonies Nests Area Colonies Nests 
Orkney 1 10 

OHebrides 5 64 Borders 8 64 
Caithness - Argyll 6 39 
Highland 6 116 Clyde Is 4 ? 
Moray&Nairn 1 12 Clyde 21 176 
North-east 3 26 Ayrshire 10 63 

Fife 2 24 D&G 1 7 

Forth ee Largest heronries reported: 40 
Loth 2 21 


nests Hamilton Low Parks Clyde, 36 Finlaystone Clyde, 
31 Blairdrummond Forth & 29 Ardeer Ayr. 

34 Balgrove Bay F & 27 Leuchars F in Jun; 26 North 
Ronaldsay Ork in Jul; 26 Ythan Est. NE in Sep; 86 
Clyde Est., 38 Lily L. Arg, 22 Oronsay Arg in Oct; 49 
Bogside in Nov; and 25 Abban Water H in Dec. 
Influx N.Isles 28 Aug: Shet 8 Skerries, 7 Whalsay, 7 
Bressay & 5 Fleck; Ork 10 The Loons & 8 Woodwick, 
Evie & 12 Fair Is. 

*Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 


Grey Heron 
Stuart Rivers 
Fife Bird Report 
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1 L.na'Mhoil, S.Uist OH 14 & 29 May. 
Second record for the Outer Hebrides. 


*Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 
6 birds at L.of Strathbeg NE: 1 colour-ringed bird, | 
probably from Netherlands, 22-29 Apr; the a different 
colour-ringed bird 2 May (same as summered '96), with 
yet another with colour-rings 3 May, staying to 23 May. 
2 unringed birds Starnafin 26 Jun-3 Jul, possibly the! 
same as passed over Aberdeen NE 25 Jun. 1 juv Strathbeg 
14 Sep. 

1 R.Esk at Redkirk Pt. D&G 11 Oct. 


Mute Swan Cygnus olor — 


Max counts: 250 Old England L. P&K, 249 L.of Harray) | 


Ork , 206 inland WeBS D&G, 137 Dornoch Firth H! 
130 Cromarty Firth H & 90 Kyle of Sutherland H in 


Jan; 105 St.Margaret's L. L & 97 Lochend L. Clyde in ip 


Feb; 158 Tweed Haughs B & 103 E.Rhynd P&K 1 in 
Mar. 


691 in Clyde WeBS counts in Jan. 
Poor '96 breeding season was reflected in the 20% juvs 
in aged birds in Bord during Jan-Mar (30% in '96).- 


Breeding: Pairs Nests Broods Young MBS MBP | 
Shetland 4 4 4 15 SEIS) S/S 
Orkney 17 15 15 67 4.47 3.94 
High 7 7 5 22) 4.40 . 3.14 
M&N 2A 16 8 3) 4.38 1.67 
North-east 36 ? 1%) >20 - - 
Fife >18 18 10 42 4.20 -/ 
Forth >14 14 10 52 5.20 - 7 
Lothian 719 60 181 3.01 4 
Borders 149 83 34 157 4.62 2.15 
Argyll 32 DT 15 37 -2.27«:1.16 fae 
Clyde Isl 5) 4 3 12 4.00 2.40 | 
Clyde 109 103 c.63 312 4.95 2.86 | 
Ayr 4] 24 23 97 422, 2 Sil 
D&G 16 10 8 18 3.60 


Note that areas with systematic coverage have lower success - they recor¢ 
more failures. Casual recording misses early territorial pairs, complet 


failures & smaller broods. Itis best to compare the same areas between years| 5 


MBS is calculated by dividing total young by numbers of successful broo 
when published. MBP is number of young divided by number of territoria 
pairs published, only used where there is a good idea of total numbers. 


Ork improvement in success over '96; OHeb MBS 4.€ 


in 10prs N.Uist, with MBS 4.3 in 9prs Benbecula 


S.Uist; M&N 'good season’ despite only 51 of 807; 
hatched young fledging; Bord extra fieldwork noted” - 
record territorial pairs, mostly along river system, flood: h 
ing meant only 55% attempted to nest (73%) with just i 
41 of 83prs hatching any young & only 34 of the 41 ij 


broods fledging a meagre 157 cygnets (230 in'96) - mos 
of the losses were along the rivers; Clyde slightly bette 
success than '96. 

Only 10% juvs in aged Oct-Dec flocks in Bord & 11 ‘ 
D&G confirm the poor success. 

Counts: 140 Musselburgh L in Aug; 187 L.of Sathbes 
NE in Sep; 173 Teviot Haughs B & 166 Clyde Est. ir 
Oct; 413 L.of Harray, 200 Old England L. & 11 
Gartmorn Forth in Nov; 170 L.Gelly, 144 Dornoch 


- R.D.Murray [Ed] 


Firth, 105 Cromarty Firth & 100 E.Rhynd in Dec. 
Record 896 in Clyde WeBS counts in Oct. 

Resident bird L.Dornie H, thought to be 30 years old, 
'_was probably killed by otter 26 Feb. 

| See Brown, A.W. & Brown, L. (1998) Mute Swan breeding success, 
1997. in Lothian Bird Report 1997: 88-90. 

Murray, R. (1999) Breeding Success of Mute Swan in Scottish 
Borders. Borders Bird Report 17:88-92. 


| Bewick's Swan Cygnus columbianus 
1 Bemersyde B 31 Jan-1 Feb; 5 Caerlaverock D&G 
- Feb-2 Mar; 1 Glennewton B 16 Feb; 1 Yonderton Clyde 
10-11 Apr. 

- 1L.Tima B 19 Oct; 2 Ballo Res. F 24 Oct with 8 there 
| 31 Oct, 6 on 30 Nov. 1 Caerlaverock 28 Oct; 2 St.Cyrus 
, | NE 8 Nov; 3 Carsebeck P&K 9 Nov; 3 Harperleas Res. 
1} F 12 Nov; 13 Ballo Res. 23 Dec; 1 Gateside F 26 Dec. 
1 A poor year. 

i 

Whooper Swan Cygnus cygus 

) Jan-Apr: 209 Caerlaverock D&G, 161 L.of Strathbeg 
S| NE, 123 Folly L. B and 101 Nigg Bay H in Jan;105 

a L.a'Phuill, Tiree Arg & 103 Black Cart Water Clyde in 
P Feb; 118 Clachan-a-Luid, N.Uist OH, 116 Blackstoun 
) Clyde &101 Insh Marshes H in Mar; 100 L.a Duin, 
| Barra OH in Apr were the only sites with >100 birds. 
; Counts of 25-100: Shet (max 52), Ork (7, max 80), 
- OHeb (2), High, NE (3), P&K (6, max 80), Fife (2, max 
- » 80), Forth (2, max 50), Loth (2, max 90), Bord (4), Arg 
} (2), Clyde Is (max 30), Clyde (3), Ayr (3,max 49) & 
5 D&G (3). 

6 | Aged counts: 30% juvs in High, 16% M&N, 27% Forth, 
22% Bord & 24% Ayr. 

. Distinct passage movements W.coast & O.Heb during 
_) Mar & Apr, see largest herds above. Most left by mid- 
i Apr with last birds M&N 28 Mar; P&K, NE, Bord & 
af Fair Is 12-19 Apr; D&G and Loth 27-30 Apr; High, 
“| Clyde, Fife & Ayr 2-13 May; Forth 20 May. 

"| Breeding: Shet 2prs laid eggs, none hatched; OHeb pr 
\ laid but none hatched. Summering 'pricked' birds: c.10 
} Ork, 10 OHeb, 8 High, 7 Arg, 7 Clyde, 2 Ayr, 4 D&G 
with singles Shet, Fair Is, Forth & Loth. 

| First birds Yonderton Clyde 10 Sep; then NE & OHeb 
| 14-15 Sep; Fair Is, M&N, High & Ayr 18-19 Sep; Forth, 


i) Bord & Clyde Is 1-7 Oct. 


(\) Main arrival in mid-late Oct in N and late Oct/Nov in S, 


Jan Feb Mar 

L.of Strathbeg NE 19,235 14,465 16,545 

Ga Strathallan P&K 5,450 5,240 4,300 

| Dupplin P&K 7,050 - 

m | Aberlady Bay L 8,000 1,460 42 
ms || West Water Res. B 4,000 4,200 5,100 
me Hule Moss B - - 21 
It Caerlaverock D&G 4,970 10,000 535 
ef Wigtown Bay D&G 570 899 7280 


Pink-footed Goose Resort Maxima 1997 : Jan-Apr & Sep-Dec (no data from WWT) 
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as birds moved on southwards. 

Winter monthly max include: 207 Rosemire Ork and 
180 Yonderton in Oct; 310 L.of Strathbeg, 250 Fearn H, 
140 Mintlaw NE, 123 Spiggie Shet, 120 Ravenstruther 
Clyde, 115 Iselsteps D&G & 100 Tiree Arg in Nov; 
182 Caerlaverock and 108 Thankerton Clyde in Dec. 
Area WeBS peaks include 257 Shet, 123 Bord & 450 
Clyde, all in Nov, numbers up on '96. 

Poorer breeding success (%juvs/ad): Shet 21% juvs, 
High 21%,Bord 16%, Clyde 13%, Ayr 16%. 


Bean Goose Anser fabalis 

Taiga Bean Goose A.ffabilis 

C. Scotland flock: Jan Feb Mar Oct Nov _ Dec 
Monthly peaks: 123 IDS al 23 ee MAT lS Dito M52 
120 atroost E.Fannyside L. Clyde 17 Jan; 120 Fannyside 
Mill Clyde 20 Jan; 120 roosting W.Fannyside L. Clyde 
2 Feb; 100 L.Ellrig Forth 19 Feb were best counts. Last 
40 E.Fannyside L 6 Mar. 

First 27 E.Fannyside L 16 Oct; 35 Carron Valley Res. 
Forth 26 Oct; 100 L.Ellrig 31 Oct; record 157 feeding 
Slammanan Forth 11 Nov. 

Few elsewhere, includes some of unspecified race, 
assumed to be fabilis: 5 Caerlaverock D&G, 4 St.Abbs 
B 9 Feb-4 Mar, seen Dowlaw B 11 Mar; 2 Summerston 
Clyde 20 Feb; 1 Parkstonegate B 23 Feb and Skirling 
Mill B 25 Feb; 2 Slains NE 28 Feb-11 Mar. 1 Scatness 
Shet 15 May. 

2SW Brora H 5 Oct;1 Hule Moss B 6 Oct. 


Tundra Bean Goose A.f-rossicus 
Singles Bush Moor D&G 7 Mar & Caerlaverock D&G 
7 Dec. 


Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrynchus 

Peaks away from main resorts, Mar/Apr passage move- 
ments marked in E & NE: 4,000 Thornhill Forth in Jan; 
3,500 Alves M&N in Feb; 4,300 Blairdrummond area 
Forth & 3,100 Parkhill F in Mar; 6,500 Ardivot M&N, 
5,000 Mugdrum Is. F, 4,500 Miltonhill M&N, 3,500 
Ythan NE & 3,000 Gartmorn Forth in Apr. 

Last Forth, Loth, Ayr, M&N, NE, Fife, OHeb & Clyde 
3-10 May; High, Arg & Shet 22-31 May. 

Injured: High singles L.Urgill, L.Innis & Carrbridge; 
M&N 1-2 Findhorn Bay; NE 6 Strathbeg & 12 Ythan. 
Feral birds; 2 Gladhouse Res. L, 1 Gunknowe L. B. 
First 4 Cambus Forth 8 Aug & 50 Endrick Mouth Clyde 


Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec 
12,749 24,170 35,550 18,800 9,123 
9,400 7,900 13,560 - 3,650 
2,230 24,500 29,850 7,180 - 
51 4,310 11,860 8,550 8,170 
6,000 20,050 38,000 17,200 4,600 
3 4,600 19,675 9,580 ae PO) 

840 1,600 5,000 40 few 


1 1 - 17 
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Clyde 31 Aug; Bord 2 Sep; Shet & Loth 9-10 Sep; 
MAN, Fife, Ayr, OHeb & Fair Is 12-15 Sep; Arg 19 Sep. 
First arrival 12-24 Sep before delays due to adverse 
weather until early Oct. Early peak counts included: 
24,500 Dupplin P&K, 24,170 Strathbeg NE, 20,500 
West Water B, 7,900 Carsebeck P&K & 4,000 Hule 
Moss B 18-20 Sep followed by drop as birds moved on 
before a second peak 1-11 Oct when 38,000 West 
Water, 35,550 Strathbeg, 29,850 Dupplin, 19,675 Hule 
Moss & 13,560 Carsebeck. 

Rapid onwards movement mid-late Oct with best counts 
away from main resorts: 10,000 Pettinain Clyde in Sep; 
11,200 Cameron Res. F, 10,000 Covington Clyde, 
7,000 Ythan Est., 4,500 Fala Lin Oct; 10,000 Thankerton 
Clyde & 2,300 L.Spynie in Nov; 3,500 Gollanfield H in 
Dec. (The high Clyde counts mostly involve feeding 
birds from the West Water roost). 


White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 

Greenland Whitefront A.a. flavirostris 

Arg: 11,853 Islay in Jan (12,123). 16,985 in main Arg 
census late Mar-early Apr (17,347) with 11,210 Islay, 
3,084 Kintyre, 1,227 Tiree and 896 Coll. 

Ork 160 Durkadalen & 126 The Loons in Jan/Mar. 
OHeb 106 L.Bee, S.Uist Jan-Mar; Clyde Is 180 Bute, 
all winter; Clyde 250-300 Endrick Mouth Jan-Mar; 
Ayr 7 Mauchilne Jan-Mar; D&G 355-535 West Freuch 
Jan-Apr & 218-318 L.Ken Jan-Mar. 

A few seen elsewhere Jan-Mar: High c.70 at 10 sites, 
max 22 Broadford, Skye in Feb; M&N (10-20), NE 
(c.6), Fife (2), Forth (2), Loth (5) & Bord. 

Mar-May passage noted Shet 21 Foula 17-18 Apr; Fair 
Is 10 on 22-24 Apr; OHeb 1,700 over 9 dates 6-20 Apr, 
600 Balranald, N.Uist & 500 Akernish; High 31 over 
Creag Meagaidh 23 Mar, 100 over Eigg 3 Apr; Clyde Is 
224 Bute 2 Apr; Ayr c.40, max 15 Martnaham 24 Mar. 
Main departure Arg 20-30 Apr. 

Last birds NE, Fair Is & OHeb 27-30 Apr; Shet 3 May; 
Arg 13 May. 

Breeding: 4prs Rhinns, Islay Arg bred but only raising 
3 young. | seen Tiree Arg 10 Jun. 

First 18 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg 18 Sep; NE27 Sep; D&G, 
Fair Is, Ork, Ayr & OHeb 4-13 Oct; MKN, Clyde & Shet 
19-21 Oct. 

Arg 18,077 birds in mid-Nov (18,809):113,414 Islay, 
2,185 Kintyre, 1,230 Tiree & 677 Coll. Ork 110 L.of 
Swannay in Oct, 109 The Loons in Nov; NE 46 St.Fergus 
in Dec; Clyde 130 Endrick Mouth in Oct, 261 in Nov. 
Ayr 34 Glenbuck 13 Nov; D&G 300-680 West Freuch 
& 280-391 L.Ken Oct-Dec. 

Odd birds Oct-Dec: Shet 9-20 birds; M&N 12, P&K, 
Fife, Loth 3, Bord 4. 

On Islay 14% first-winters (6%), suggested better but 
lowish breeding success with MBS 3.6 (3.1). Juvs 
formed 19.3% of aged birds at L.Ken. 


| 
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European Whitefront A.a. albifrons ‘i 
4 Stenness Ork from 1996 to 9 Jan; 2 Tankerness Ork! i 
31 Jan, 1 on 7 Mar & 2 on 10 Apr; 1 Rossie Bog F 1 Feb; ”, 
1 Strathgryfe Clyde 16 Feb. a 

1 Strathbeg NE 21 Sep; 7 Fleck Shet 25 Oct; 2 Whalsa Re 
Shet 18-30 Nov; 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 29 Nov; 3 L. Eye 
H 7 Dec; 5 Pittarthie farm F 13 Dec; 1 Shapinsay Orki 
14-24 Dec; 3 L of Tankerness 16 Dec; 2 Threipmuir i I 
23 Dec; 1 N.Ronaldsay 26 Dec. : , 


i 


Greylag Goose Anser anser 
Jan-Apr max: 3,500 Burgie M&N in Jan; 3,106 Hirsel : 
L. Bin Feb; 6,144 W.Mainland Ork & 2,220 Strathearr). 
P&K in Mar; 2,500 Ardivot M&N, 2,200 Gilstor)” 
M®&N in Apr. 2,544 OHeb census in Feb with 1,592 or) 
N.Uist; 3,998 in Arg census late Mar/early Apr witl lt 
2,086 on Tiree. | ff 
Elsewhere flocks of 1,000-2,000: Ork (2), M&N (1))! 
NE (max 1,300), P&K, Fife (2, max 1,300), Forth rn 4 
1,100), Loth (max 1,100), Bord (1), Clyde (max 1,000))) ! 


i 

Ayr (2, max 1,873). | 
Breeding: Sites pairs broods young s| i 
Shet 7 c.62 39 119 3nd q 
Ork 8 c.39 >20 >76 40 Bi 
High 11 37 15 >46 35 \ 
NE 6 >6 4 2 - 
Fife 2 4 2 11 5.5 i 
Loth 10 >52 40 207 Bis) if 
Arg >9 >202 >>22 >340 33h 
Clyde 4 ul 10 40 4.0 
Ayr 8 34 6 29 43 |e” 
D&G 4 30 8 48 6.0 

+ 


3,311 in OHeb census in Aug, 1,519 on N.Uist & 1,64) © 
on S.Uist & Benbecula; 2,075 Tiree Arg in Aug; c.77) 
at 4 sites Ork in Aug. a 
First migrants from c.20 Sep, peaking mid-OctinN, lat) 
Oct in S. Large counts: 9,000 Muirton M&N, 4,50) i 
L.Spynie M&N, 2,500 L.Eye H in Oct; 11,200 L.Ske sal 
NE, 3,151 Highland Firths H in Nov; 4,620 L-Eye 
2,710 Hirsel L., 2,100 L.Spynie in Dec. i 
3,026 in Ork census 11-12 Oct, rose to 13,127 in Noy 
with 10,470 W.Mainland. 2,675 in Arg census in Noy 
with max 1,695 on Tiree. = 
Flocks 1,000-2,000 birds: High (3), M&N (4), NE (2) ” 
Fife (max 1,242), Bord (1), Clyde Is (max 12,00), Clyd” | 
(3, max 1,997). 4 

I Ee eS Oe ee eee oer 
Snow Goose Anser caerulescens 
Ferals & escapes: Arg 49 counted in census late . 
but no data on breeding. 48 counted Arg in Dec. 

1 Duck Bay, L.Lomond Clyde 4 Mar, 1 Endrick Mou 
Clyde 17 Aug. | ad Lesser white-phase Balkenna a 
11-18 Sep was thought to be an escape. 1 Shawbos 
Lewis OH 12 Nov into 1998. 2 hybrids (with Coal 
Colaboll, L.Shin H 11 Apr. 

Probable genuine vagrants: Ad Lesser white-pha: 
Port Charlotte area, Islay Arg 1 Jan-1 Apr (for 4th yea’ 

did not reappear in autumn. 1| L.a’ Phuill, Tiree Arg 

19 Oct-6 Dec could have been the same individual. 


-R.D.Murray [Ed] 


1 Stranraer D&G 15-17 Jan & Cults L. D&G 2 Feb 
(with Greylags. 1 Wigtown Bay D&G (with Pink-feet) 
27 Jan may have been a different bird. 


“| Canada Goose Branta canadensis 
. Residents: High 38 Cuil Bay in Feb, 8 Fort William in 
Mar where 5ad+br4 in Jul, 2prs Eilean Balnagowan, 
-L.Linnhie, 52 Cuil Bay in Oct; M&N 2 Cooper Park, 
Elgin; NE 6-21 Meikle L. there Mar-Jun; P&K bred 
‘L.Tummel, Dunkeld & Hare Myre, 120 L.Monzievaird 
in Jul; 134 Drummond P. in Aug, 102 L.of Lowes in Oct, 
flocks 32-62 at Clunie L., L.Freuchie & Marlee L. Sep- 
on) Dec; Forth 44 Vale of Coustry in Jan, 19 L.Venachar in 
mn Nov, 8-27 seen at 8 other sites, no proof of breeding; 
ith i Loth did not breed, max 32 Duddingston in Jun; Bord 
Aprs at 2 sites, brl seen Mire L.; Arg 5prs+16 young + 
ap 28 non-breeders Colonsay, br2 L.Fyne, br2 L.na Sreinge, 
cf br5 Ardfern, br5 Crinan Ferry, 2 nests Finchain L. 
mM Tailed, 27 L.Awe 6 Aug, 37 The Strand, Colonsay in Jul 
‘with 59 there Dec; Clyde 15 sites held c.23prs and 
8 . 12br47, max counts of 53 S.L.Lomond in Jan, 154 there 
_ | Jul, 80 Rowbank Res. in Aug, 178 Hogganfield L. & 81 
» Summerston in Sep, 108 Millichen in Oct, 49 Gadloch 
| in Nov; Ayr 16-52 Barcraigs Res.; D&G max 271 in 
; /inland WeBS count Nov with flocks L.Ryan, max counts 
DI 80-83 in Jan & Oct, also 63 Castle Kennedy & 29 Milton 
7 IL. in Jan, breeding noted Erncrogo L., L.Arthur, Black 
, L. & Castle L., max 421 Caerlaverock in Sep. 
| Yorkshire-Highland moult migration: 45 Chanonry Pt. 
al 1H29 May; 210Cromarty Firth H 3 Jun; 22 Musselburgh 
Tm ‘L& 22 St.Abbs B6 Jun;9 L.of Strathbeg NE 9 Jun; 
10 Is of May 16 Jun; 35 Threipmuir Res. L 21 Jun; 71 
ie Machrihanish Arg 22 Jun; 200 Cromarty Firth 11 Jul; 
ij 211 Tarradale H on 13 Aug; 24 Findhorn Bay M&N 17- 
24 Aug; 28 Methil F 8 Sep; 22 Musselburgh L 22 Sep; 


ene] 
sf 24 Tweeddaleburn L/B 28 Sep-6 Oct. 
| 


wid i 
in) Barnacle Geese 
_ Brent Hurley 


i 
ii 
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Possible genuine vagrants, typically accompanying other 
Greenland-breeding species. 

1 "Aleutian' type Caerlaverock D&G Dec '96-16 Feb. 
3 'medium-sized' Kenovay & | 'small bird' Balphetrish, 
Tiree Arg 4 Jan; | 'small' bird L.Gruinart, Islay Arg on 
21-23 Oct; 2 'small' birds Coullabus Arg on 18 Nov; 1, 
possibly B.c.interior, with White-fronts, Kilphedar, 
S.Uist OH 23-30 Novy; 1 'small' Laggan Arg 29 Dec. 
1 'small' with Pink-feet at Aberlady, Gladhouse, 
Threipmuir & E.Fortune, all L, Oct-Dec may have been 
wild but was assumed to be from Duddingston L., 
Edinburgh L where1-2 'small' feral birds were released. 


Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis 

Svalbard flock: 9,200-13,129 Caerlaverock Jan-Apr, 
max in Feb. Main departure there 19 Apr (9,200) -1 May 
(270). 9,660 still at Rockcliffe (Cumbrian side of mud- 
flats) 1 May, with most of 4,040 19 May gone next day. 
Others, perhaps of Svalbard origin, wintered: NE max 
136 L.of Strathbeg 21 Jan with 64 still there 21 Apr; 
P&K max 5 Carsebeck in Feb; Fife 1-2 several sites 
Jan-Mar; Loth 1-2 several sites; Bord up to 10 wintered 
West Water Res. Jan-Mar. 

Few seen on passage: 44 West Linton B 25 Feb-4 Mar; 
40 Musselburgh L 22 Mar. Parties of 1-4 birds Bord to 
31 Mar, Loth 9 Apr; Fife 16 Apr. Then 35 Fowlsheugh 
NE & 31 Collieston NE 10 May. 

Breeding: Territorial pr Horse Is. Ayr 30 May, no nest 
found. 1 summered Dumbarnie Links F. 

First 1 Lumsdaine B 1 Sep, then 140 Gladhouse L 2 Sep. 
1 Carsebeck P&K 13 Sep; 225 Gladhouse 15 Sep; first 
41 Caerlaverock 18 Sep; 15 Skinflats Forth 22 Sep. 
First wave 25-27 Sep, with numbers building to 2 Oct: 
600 Gladhouse, 490 Johnshaven NE, 450 L.of Strathbeg, 
450 Peebles B, 320 Aberlady Bay L, 300 Fife Ness F, 
210 Tweedbank B, 200 Ythan Est. NE, 190 Balmedie 
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NE, 130 Hound Pt. L & 122 Balgove Bay F. Small 
numbers seen P&K (1 record, 4), Forth (5 records, max 
62 Kinneil), Clyde (2, max 28 Tail o'the Bank). 
Hiatus early Oct, 2nd wave 9-13 Oct when 918 St.Abbs 
B, 640 Strathbeg, 600 Gladhouse, 385 Musselburgh, 
139 Aberlady, 130 S.Middleton L. By 13 Oct the 
Caerlaverock numbers had swollen to 14,970. 

Many small-medium parties, stayed around for the next 
3-4 weeks including 5-13 L.Spynie M&N, 10-17 
Carsebeck,115 Gladhouse, 89 Aberlady & 54 Hule 
Moss B. Others continued to arrive: 105 Balgove 19 
Oct; 270 Newmains B 27 Oct. 

Co-ordinated census in Solway 19 Nov recorded 22,070. 
Juvs formed 16.8% of 15,311 aged individuals (16.1%). 
130 wintered Strathbeg, 27 Yetholm L. B, 15 Folly L. B, 
15 E.Lothian L, 13 Hirsel L. B, 2-5 Carsebeck. Else- 
where groups of 1-3 in M&N, P&K, Fife, Loth & Bord. 
W.coast: 29,277 Islay Arg 28 Jan (31,099) with 35,053 
on Tiree, 861 Coll & 304 Oronsay. Main departure Islay 
mid Apr, last 2 L.Gruinart 4 May. 

First Islay 18 Sep 34,123 Argyll census 20 Nov (33,350) 
when 32,812 Islay, 863 Tiree, 178 Coll & 270 Oronsay. 
Poor breeding success indicated with just 6% juvs 
(11%) and low MBS of 1.95 (2.3). 

Few records elsewhere on W.coast: winter flock 
Balnakeil H to 14 Feb. 9 Culkein Bay, Assynt H 23 Feb 
- 22 Mar; 600 Durness H 6 Apr; 8 Handa H 14 Apr. 
First 3 Balnakeil & 35 Portskerra H 5 Oct; winter flock 
Balnakeil Bay from 28 Nov; 41 Droman H 15 Dec; 170 
Eilean Hoan H 16 Dec and 155 Balmeanach, Mull Arg 
25 Dec. 

Outer Hebrides: 2,441 in Feb census: 1,720 N.Uist, 510 
Monach Is., 100 Fiaray & Puday, 66 Barra & Vatersay, 
45 Pabbay. Passage 12-27 Apr, max 500 Rubha Ardvule, 
S.Uist 16-17 Apr, 500 Aird an Runair, N.Uist 18 Apr. 
Last 2 St Kilda 8 May. 

First 5 Oct. 350 N.Uist & 250 Lingay 7 Oct; 450 Lingay 
21 Nov & 230 Baleshare, N.Uist 11 Dec. 

Orkney flock: 1,120-1,170 S.Walls in Jan-Apr. Few 
elsewhere. Last 19 N.Ronaldsay 1 May. 

First 30 Sep. Passage 4-5 Oct when 150 Brough of 
Birsay, 125 Firth & 89 N.Ronaldsay. Max 1,050S.Walls 
in Nov. 15-18 wintered Birsay & N.Ronaldsay. 

Feral birds: Is of May 24 on 10 Jul with Greylags; 
Forth 2 Jan-Apr & Nov-Dec; Loth 1 Jan-Apr & Sep- 
Dec; Bord | in Aug; Arg 1 all year, Islay. 


Brent Goose Branta bernicla 

Pale-bellied Brent B.b. hrota 

A poor year with low numbers other than on passage. 
Few Jan-Mar: 46 Eden Est. F, 34 Stathbeg NE, 33 
Tyninghame L, 29 Whiteness Head Hin Jan; 52 Delnies 
MN in Feb. 13-17 wintered L-_Ryan D&G. 

Passage on W coast in Apr: 41 Aird an Runair, N.Uist 
OH, 550 there 16 Apr; 90 Baleshar, N.Uist OH 18 Apr; 
64 Gortan Arg & 52 L.Gorm Arg 21 Apr; 40 Ringing 
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Stone, Tiree Arg 1 May; 15 St.Kilda OH 18 May. | 
O N 


Area J FM AMJJA~S 

Nusles /00/1 905.2. ite nee 2 Oe Cea 
W.Isles SOMA SD ANOS Ue oe 
NYStot. One er ee em e ZY. lan 

NE Scot 117,55... 4 2) ooiee) SEES ee sie 
E/CScot 48 43 3 1 - - - - 40 3 5 q 
SE: Scot./41 oh aes eee ee Tae Pin 2 nO ig 
W. Scot. 4-17) S12197 2460 to! 3e.. -38 Ol Se 
SW Scot 120/17 14y Meena Sy = AO OmanM 


Table includes unraced birds. 


First Arg 31 Aug; OHeb 5 Sep; Loth 13 Sep; Fife, Borif ,,, 


& 20 Sep; Ayr 20-28 Sep; High 5 Oct. 
310 Grimnish Pt. N.Uist OH 5 Sep, 70 there on 8 Sef| 
35 Dunbar L ( not raced) 13 Sep; 17 St.Abbs B 20 Ser 


26 Chanonry Pt H5 Oct; 140 Machrihanish Arg 10 Oc) 
Few wintered: Only 22 Rattray NE & 14 Cairnbulg NI], 
in Dec & max 4 Eden Est. & 1 Tyninghame in Dec. |), 


Dark-bellied Brent B.b.bernicla 


Singles Uyeasound Shet 19-26 Jan, Rannabister Or}, 


10 Feb, Port Mhor Bragar, Lewis OH 19 Apr & Is ¢ 


Whithorn D&G 21 May. 5N Musselburgh L 20 May ) 
4ON Fife Ness F 20 Sep; 36S St.Abbs B 21 Sep with 49)" 


there 25 Sep; 1 Foulis H 19 Oct; 3 Ferny Ness L 18 Noy 


1 Longman H on 30 Nov; 1 Netherstove Ork 12 Ded \, 
1 Ythan Est. NE in Dec; 1-9 Tyninghame area L frot| | 


10 Oct, 9 on 14 Dec. 


Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 


Winter-spring: 2,771 Caerlaverock D&G. 942 Ed i, 
Est. F, 808 Highland Firths H,425 Clyde Est. Clyd« * 
189 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg and 164 Aberlady L in Jay)” 


907 Highland Firths & 127 Dipple shore Ayr in Fell 
573 Wigtown Bay D&G, 286 Carse Bay D&G, 10 
L.Paible, N.Uist OH in Mar; 153 Strathbeg NE an 
102 Findhorn Bay M&N in Apr; 199 Tyninghame L i) 
May; 119 Ythan Est. NE in Jun. , 
Breeding: (only identified pairs and broods) 


Area Sites Pairs Broods Young MBS i 
Shet 2 D 32 15 7.5 qf 
Orkney 18 55 32 251 7.8 
OHeb 9 12 fi >34 49 im, 
High 3 5) 5 >21 7.0 
M&N 3 ? ? 60 - 

NE 3 ? ? 79 

Fife 9 15 2 >90 

Is of May 1 >3 >3 13 4.3 
Lothian 7 >11 >11 102 <9.3 
Borders 2 2 2 7 35 
Argyll 10 49 21 >107 Sul 
Clyde Is. 2 13 6 4] 6.8 
Clyde 2 Gala c.10 c.80 8.0 
Ayr 11 19 16 60 3.8 


Main moult flock reached 1,300 Caerlaverock in Jui). 
5,067 at Kinneil Forth in Aug with dispersal away j ‘ 
Sep to 1,810 Skinflats Forth, 420 Higgins Neuk & 237 * 
Blackness shore L. | | 


Autumn/Winter: 1,088 Eden Est., 221 Aberlady L an 


\ 


*R.D.Murray [Ed] 


138 Highland Firths in Oct; 3,990 Caerelaverock in Nov; 
651 L.Ryan D&G, 774 Eden Est., 732 Highland Firths , 
332 Kinneil, 319 Clyde Est. & 186 Aberlady in Dec. 


|} Mandarin Aix galericulata 

- ImLargs Ayr Jan-Feb; 1f R.Tay at Perth P&K 2 Jan; If 
- Ness Is. H4 Jan; 1mLevenF 11-31 Jan, then Kilconquhar 
|) F 9 Feb;1f L.Lomond/R.Leven Clyde 21 Jan; 1m Lera 
Voe Shet 23-24 Apr. 

Breeding: P&K 1f R.Tay Luncarty; Bord single prs 
seen at 3 sites on Eye Water; Arg no specific informatiom 
} but 2prs present L.Eck; High 4prs nested Farr, 2prs in 
} nest-boxes. 

) 1f L.Loskin Arg 3 Apr; 1m Rouken Glen Clyde 8 Apr- 
“) 28 Sep; 1m Barnhill P. D&G; 1f Blackford P., Edin- 
burgh L 11-17 May; Im Aberlady L 6 Jun. 

Last 1m Farr 5 Oct. 1 Kilconquhar 12-19 Oct; 3m/1f Tay 
» at Perth 19 Oct with 4m/1f there 25 Oct & 3m/If on 14 
‘Dec; 1 Irvine harbour Ayr 3 Dec. 

i Is there a possible link between Farr & Perth ? 

f Seventh record for Shetland, 18th/19th for Lothian. 

H 

if 


Wigeon Anas penelope 

Jan Feb Mar Oct Nov Dec 
Broadhouse Ork 1106 645 449 570 520) e425 
i)’ Harray Ork LO85ee 1522) Ao I84: 1/3219 4 5070. 3095 
i Widewall Ork 800 870 360 320 600 1050 


B 
N 
Mh 


)BrorashoreH 1025 1150 - 159 SS 
=" Dornoch F. H 4176 3097 - 17240 - 7499 
Cromarty F.H 6102 4168 - 11199 if ISTT 
et Beauly F. H 682 1033 - 1244 - 1169 
I Inverness F.H 4246 2607 - 5070 - 5003 
_ Strathbeg NE 1124 850 270 656 888 1120 
' L.of Skene NE. - - 140 1134 703 1282 


 Findhon M&N 1630 970 560 1300 1200 1700 
(-Lossie Est. M&N 1100 956 739-436 870 941 
i) Carsebeck P&K = 836 - - - 870 - 
i Eden Est. F 1708 1000 Se S50 nh O0 nae 

‘TyninghameL 1189 1000 380 1128 885 1395 

“Clyde Est Clyde 1391 1457 824 1796 1372 1746 

-Bogside Ayr 740 550 6514 560k + 650).449520 
| Caerlavick D&G 555 639 505 391 444 500 
| Wigtown B. D&G 863 33 SS ue iel 651 621 


Also 16,708 combined Highlands Firths H, 1,088 L.of 
| Stenness Ork, 1,044 L.Ryan D&G, 920 Shapinsay Ork 
& 800 Kirk L. D&G in Jan; 12,226 Highland Firths, 
f 1,200 L.Ascog, Bute Clyde Is & 1,166 Forth Est. Forth 

in Feb. 

| Breeding: Shet 7prs at 3 sites; Ork 10 sites, 9 broods at 

| t 6 sites; OHeb br2 N.Uist; High 9prs Insh Marshes (28), 
“br8 Strath Brora; M&N single mm at 2 sites; NE 4br19 

I Braemar; P&K 15-18prs Strathallan, only br4 seen; Fife 

| pr but no proof; Bord 4 sites with2prs but no proof; Arg 

“br5 L.Awe, 4br19 L.Tulla, 3prs L.Gruinart, Islay did not 
breed: Ayr 1pr but no evidence of breeding. 

i} 35,103 Highland Firths in Oct; 1,272 L.Indaal, Islay 

| Arg, 1,001 L.Ryan & 800 L.Greenan, Bute Clyde Is in 

: 'Nov, 23,379 Highland Firths in Dec. 


| 
| 
7 


19 


* American Wigeon Anas americana 

Im L.Leodasay/Clachan-a-Luib, N.Uist OH from '96- 
15 Mar; 1f Stobhill P. Clyde from '96-27 Mar; 1m 
Craigluscar South Res. F 9 Mar; Ist-s m L.of Spiggie 
Shet 24 May, moved to L.of Hillwell Shet 24-27 May. 
Hybrid (x Mallard) L.a'Mhoil, S.Uist OH 17 Oct. 


Gadwall Anas strepera 


Jan Feb Mar Oct Nov Dec 


N.Ronaldsay Ork 4 12 20 19 21 16 
Musselburgh L 0 5) 6 4 3 1 
Baron's Haugh Clyde 18 4] 61 130 igh 24 
Doonfoot Ayr 5 2 2 2 6 4 


Also 19 Strathclyde L. Clyde & 12 Lochore Meadows F 
inJan; 29 Merryton Clyde & 13 Gartloch P. Clyde in 
Mar; 20 Lochore in Oct; 14 Skinflats Forth in Dec. 
Breeding: Ork 4prs N.Ronaldsay, br8 Mill Dam of 
Rango; M&N 2prs L.Spynie; NE 3-4 birds Strathbeg; 
P&K 6 Carsebeck in Jun, pr Stormont L., 6prs another 
site; Forth pr Cambus Pools to Apr; Bord br7 Yetholn 
L, prs Hirsel L. & Folly L.; Arg pr L.Gruinart, Islay but 
no evidence of breeding; Clyde 8br45 Baron's Haugh & 
br5 at new site. 


Teal Anas crecca 


Harray Ork 39 16 - 247 288 347 
Hundland Ork 100 104 123 40 80 234 
Mill Dam Ork 260. 75:°7 110 477 360 325 


Dornoch F. H 886 1240 Sh cl, - 1991 
Cromarty F. H 485 418 - 315 - 394 
Beauly F. H DINE 22) - 266 - 598 
Inverness F.H 2898 3121 a. 2337 - . 2803 
Spynie areaM&N 584 184 80 51 220 486 
Strathbeg NE SOOM Ha Oa MT: 800. 1420 1665 
WhiteadderR.L 200 37 20 170 90 100 
Hule Moss B 270: 2 181 2 270 120 86 
Clyde Est Clyde 706 oS he 1100 90 105 277 
Bogside Ayr 450 340 - 210 360 520 


Caerlaverock D&G 293 430 314 488 486 401 


Also 4,681 Highland Firths H, 400 L.Eye H, 710 
Carlingwark D&G, 652 L.Ken D&G, 238 Donmouth 
NE & 210 Gartmorn Forth in Jan; 5,220 Highland 
Firths, 432 Carsebeck P&K & 220 Widewall Bay Ork 
in Feb. 

Breeding: first brood Clyde 10 Jun, Shet 25 Jun. 

Shet 3 sites; Ork 14prs at 6 sites; OHeb perhaps bred at 
6 sites; High 48prs Insh Marshes (77); M&N suspected 
15 sites; NE 4br18 at 3 sites & SOC survey noted 14- 
19prs at 14 sites; P&K poor year, just 1 brood Strathallan; 
Fife 4prs Kilconquhar; Loth 8prs at 2 sites; Bord 25prs 
at 16 sites with 2br4 seen; Arg 28prs L.Gruinart, Islay 
(28), br6 L.Gorm, Islay, 5prs Eredine area, 3prs Moine 
Mhor & brood L.Leatham; Clyde c.20prs at 10 sites, 
with 2br9; Ayr 17prs at 12 sites with 2br8; D&G 30prs 
L.Ken in Apr but only 12prs later and just 3 broods. 
Winter: 1,330 Carsebreck & 250 Gladhouse Res. L in 
Oct; 371 Endrick Mouth Clyde in Noy; 1,045 Forth Est. 
Forth & 340 Baron's Haugh in Dec. 


* Green-winged Teal A. c. carolinensis 
Single males: An Fhaodhail, Tiree Arg 1996-4 Mar; 
Waulkmill Glen Res. Clyde 1-12 Jan & 14-23 Feb; L.of 
Strathbeg NE 5 Jan-28 Feb, back 30 Dec; Mull Sands 
Ork 8 Jan, back L.of Tankerness & Mill Sands 24 Dec. 
Hybrid crecca x carolinensis at L.of Strathbeg mid-Jan. 
[1996] 1 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg 15 Oct; 1 An Fhaodhail, 
Tiree Arg 27 Nov; & 1 Easter Ellister, Islay Arg 1 Dec. 


Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 

3,839 Highland Firths H, 794 Tweed Haughs B, 433 
Clyde Est. Clyde, 398 Kinconquhar F, 371 L.Clunie 
P&K, 363 R.Tay at Perth P&K & 300 L.Eye H in Jan; 
3,023 Highland Firths, 601 L.of Strathbeg NE & 350 
Widewall Bay Ork in Feb. 3,145 Clyde WeBS in Jan. 
Breeding: first young: Forth 9 Mar; OHeb, D&G, Ork & 
Bord 16-19 Apr; High 27 Apr; Fair Is & Shet 9-10 May. 
Fair Is 2br7, only 2 fledged; High 108prs Insh Marshes 


(173), 9prs Eigg but just 1 brood. 
Area Broods Juvs MBS Area  Broods Juvs MBS 


Fair Is 2 2a nO) Fife 55 ZION 5320 
Ork 19 ? - Forth 10 ? - 
OHeb 21 i - Loth >32 >129 4.0 
M&N 24 2? 45 Bord 78 SH TAS) 
NE 34 137 = 4.0 Clyde 229 1021 4.5 
P&K - See oh Ayr 24 118 «44.9 


380 Bogside Ayr in Aug; 1,256 Tweed Haughs, 556 
L.Gruinart, Islay & 329 L.Indaal, Islay Arg in Aug; 
4,776 Highland Firths, 872 Loch of Strathbeg NE, 
619 Forth Est. Forth, 606 Kilconquhar F, 550 Mill 
Dam, Shapinsay Ork, 395 Nairn/Culbin Bars M&N 
and 399 Lochmaben D&G in Oct; 4,268 Clyde WeBSin 
Noy; 3,478 Highland Firths & 464 Perth in Dec. 
Hybrid Mallard x Wigeon at Alturllie and Longman H 
in Feb. 


* Black Duck Anas rubripes 
1f Alturlie Pt. H 12 Jan-6 Apr. 
Second record for Highland. 


Pintail Anas acuta 
Jan Feb Mar Oct Nov Dec 


Dornoch Firth H 12 37 137 - 95 
Cromarty Firth H 370 0 - 94 - 79 
Beauly Firth H 96 260 - 89 a By) 
Inverness Firth H 5 4 - 54 - 31 
Strathbeg NE 18 26 15 9 6 16 
Eden Est. F 19 8 16 5 0 3 
Forth Est. Forth 52 39 80 35 48 46 
L.Gruinart, Islay 30 0) 7 5) 6 0 
L.Indaal, Islay Arg 37 21 38 20 16 35 
Clyde WeBS 6 7 7 0 14 9 
Caerlaverock D&G 1553 1571 32 933 670 2661 
Wigtown Bay D&G 145 50 SY) PAID Ses) 


Jan-Apr max: 420 Cine Bay D&G in Jan;1,000 
Mersehead D&G, 440 Bayfield L. Hin Feb; 62 Skinflats 
Forth in Mar. 


Breeding: Shet several mm seen; Ork 1 I prs at 6 sites, 
with 3 broods seen Mill Dam, Shapinsay & L.of 


| AD 
“ 


Hundland; OHeb prin Apr did not stay; Arg 7prs Tired 
br5 seen, pr L.Indaal, Islay but no evidence of nesting) ,, 


Distillery H & 30 Hound Pt. L in Sep; 26 Ardoch Clyd | ta 
in Oct; 290 Bayfield L. in Dec. 


Garganey Anas querquedula 
Up to 38 in spring, 4 in autumn. 
Area Mar Apr Apr § May May Jui. 


1-30 1-15 16-30 1-15 16-31 1-192 
N.Isles a . 1 1 7 B 
W Isles - - - 2 3 ne 
N Scot “ = 2 : QD ( 
NE Scot : : 1 5 3 : 
SE Scot a i 1 1 3 I 
W Scot : S 4 4 3 im il 
SW Scot - - - 2 2, | OK 
Total 0 0 7 13 23 \ 
1996 15 Teneo 29 27 13 
1995 0 5 6 33 16a 3 


Early influx: late arrival with first 1 Folly L. B25 Ap) 
then pr Aird Meadows Clyde 27 Apr; pr Gartloch Po« " 
& 1 The Loons Ork 28 Apr. Most arrived mid-May.| ~ 
Breeding: several, lingering males into Jun. 
High pr Clacktoll, Sutherland with br3 on 8 Jun; Arg jj 
L.Gruinart, Islay seen with br9 on 27 May. - 
First confirmed breeding for Islay. 

Autumn: 2 Strathbeg NE 9 Aug; 1 The Loons 8 Sep; an} 
1 Graemeshall L. Ork 11-12 Sep. a. 


7 
ink 
Shoveler Anas clypeata { q 

Jan Feb Mar Oct Nov Dec | a 
N.Ronaldsay Ork 5 = 0m es 28. 26 «13 By, 
Shapinsay Ork 21 26229 79 38 5 a 
Strathbeg NE 12 9 14 57 9 17 
L.Gruinart, Islay i 0 16 17 48- 35 Blt 
Clyde WeBS 27 4] 27 43 67 39 IF 
Caerlaverock D&G 38 32 37 PI) 21 23 ji 


Winter max: 70 Powfoot D&G & 30 Baron's Haug) ,, 
Clyde in Jan; 39 N.Ronaldsay Ork in May. . ) 


Breeding: Ork 1 5prs present 3 sites, br3 seen L.of bank) *! 
with 15prs at another 11 sites; OHeb 4prs at 3 sites, bi 5 Mi 
seen L.an Eilean, S.Uist; P&K 2 sites, brood Carsebrec] ;, 
Fife 3prs summered, but did not breed; Forth bi) \ 
Skinflats; Loth pr with juv Linlithgow L.; Bord c.() i 
Qprs at 4 sites, no proof of success; Arg 7prs L.Gruinay. “! 
Islay probably bred; Clyde 5prs at 4 sites, 2brl) 
Merryton; Ayr 2prs Knochshinnoch, no evidence; D&! 
6prs L.Ken. j by 
Aug-Dec max: 36 Hirsel L. B in Sep; 102 Hule Moss | 4 
& 50 Kilconquhar F in Oct; 63 Powfoot in Dec. 


Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 
Pr Martnaham L. Ayr '96 to 9 Feb; 1m Gadloch Clye) 
1-7 Jun; 1 juv St.Abbs B 31 Aug; 1 juvy m_ L.Gelly) |: 
28 Sep-18 Oct; 1m L.of Strathbeg NE 18-24 Oct, the }, 
1m there 1-30 Nov (possibly same bird)... . 
See Baxter, P.A.A. (1998) The status of Red-crested Pochard | 
Scotland. Birding Scotland 1:29. i q 
= 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


Pochard Aythya ferina 
Jan Feb Mar Oct Nov’ Dec 


* Boardhouse Ork SOs le Oe 97, 613 283 438 
I 


L.of Harray Ork ote 161" 73 256 506% (392 


Strathbeg NE 45 31 9 195 222 16 
Kilconquhar L.F 761 492 Sea - 580 - 
~ Linlithgow L.L GOine 62) 20, 41 92 85 
Clyde WeBS 292 648 267 298 414 348 


334 off Leven F in Jan; 500+ Balgray Res. Clyde & 307 
L.of Clumly Ork in Feb; 181 L.of Skene NE in Mar. 


i 
. Breeding: Ork 6prs at 3 sites, br2 Ancum L., 


N.Ronaldsay; P&K 2br10 at 1 site; Fife only mm 
present; Loth pr & 2mmat3 sites; Bord c.9prs at 8 sites, 


+ 6br12 seen Bemersyde, Folly L., Ploughlands P.., 


Yetholm L. & Yetholm Marsh; Clyde 2mm at | sites. 
Autumn/winter: 205 L.of Tankerness Ork in Sep; 540 


| L.Gelly F in Sep; 660+ off Leven & 100 Lochore 


Meadows F in Nov; 418 L.of Hundland Ork in Dec. 


* Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris 
Im Ardnave L., Islay Arg 23 Oct. 
Second for island and seventh for Argyll. 


Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 
. Largest flocks: Jan Feb Mar Oct Nov Dec 
_ Broadhouse Ork 85 pail25ie 081 NS Oima e395 alld? 
LofStenness Ork 738 225 190 - 42 47 
| L of Harray Ork 61 524 474 Be O93ie" 392 
Highland Firhs H 780 488 - 599 - 428 
Kilconquhar L.F 632 - - 504 570 - 
Linlithgow L. L TS WIND) Se lBKo5 189 95 62 
| Edinburgh lochsL 457 228 172 82 54 97 
Clyde WeBS 1020 1236 1295 1209 1156 1139 


' Martnaham L.Ayr 138 47 48 109 79 66 


/ Other good counts include: 250 Strathclyde L. Clyde, 
_ 194 Baron's Haugh Clyde & 188 Cornton Forth in Jan; 
| 200 Lochmaben D&G in Mar; 178 Carlingwark D&G 


in Apr. 

| Breeding: Sites Pairs Broods Young MBS 
Shetland 1 1 1 2 2.0 

| Orkney 5 10 4 - 
OHeb 12 - 11 

| High 3 34 4 : 
M&N 5 - 10 63 6.3 
NE 29 100 20 - 
P&K 6 >17 17 >29 4.8 
Fife 8 >17 17 76 4.5 
Lothian 16 26 16 79 4.9 
Borders 56 199 44 179 4.0 

. Argyll 3 6 

Clyde Is 4 12 
Clyde 25 36 165 4.6 

| Ayrshire 3 9 c.5 27 5) 

t D&G 2 3 2 8 4.0 


| 226 L.of Strathbeg NE in Jul; 318 L.Ascog, Bute Clyde 
: Is, 207 Balgray Res., 190 Gaddon L. F & 184 
Hogganfield L. Clyde in Aug; 218 Lochore Meadows F 
) in Sep; 470 off Methil F and 133L.Spynie M&N,100 
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Scaup Aythya marila 
Peak site counts: Jan Feb Mar Oct Nov Dec 


L.of Harray Ork 6 IMCoy eae KS) 208 16 - 
L.of Stenness Ork 210 18 318 101 234 255) 
Highland Firths H 383 389 - 60 - 245 
Methil F 955 1270 420 5 380 102 
L.Indaal Arg 985 266 270 300 1026 980 
Clyde Est. Cly 65 93 40 0 0 43 


1,041 Forth Est. Forth, 160 Prestwick shore Ayr and 
83 Finlaystone Pt. Clyde in Jan; 910 Carsethorn D&G 
& 332 inner Moray Firth M&N in Feb. 

Breeding: Ork pr Tankerness 15 May, Im to 1 Jun; 
May/Jun singles L.of Brow Shet, Foula Shet & Fair Is. 
3,150 Corbelly Merse D&G in Oct; 3,170 Caerlaverock 
D&G in Noy; 1,249 L.Ryan D&G, 500+ St.Andrews F 
& 61 Auchenbervie Ayr in Dec. 


* Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis 

Im St.John's L.Caith from '1996 to 20 Jan. 

Eclipse m Martnaham L. Ayr 13-17 Sep. 

First for Ayrshire, fourth for Scotland. 

See Shaw, K.D. & Harvey, P. (1998). Lesser Scaup, Ayr, September 
1997. Birding Scotland 1:167-170. Also Orr, B. (1988). Recent 
Rarities in Ayrshire. Ayrshire Bird Report 1997: 76-78. 


Eider Somateria mollissima 


Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Foula Shet 650 700 230 500 800 - 
Ythan Est. NE 661 556 531 1438 1646 1487 1299 
Don-Balmedie NE 34) 8130-1275 1963 955 - 


- - - 1600 2000 2500 
S.Forth WeBS L 2812 3166 2998 4668 1082 1211 1201 


Clyde Est. WeBS 2702 2935 1354 4784 3299 2010 1631 
Winter-spring max: 1,520 Turnberry Ayr, 1,200 
Ruddon's Pt. F & 260 Findhorn Bay M&N in Jan; 2,000 
Tayport F & 1,152 Gullane-Berwick L/B in Feb; 1,932S 
(2.5hrs) Turnberry Pt. Ayr 2 Mar; 1,500 Rattray Head 
NE & 363 N.Ronaldsay Ork in Apr. 

Breeding: first broods - Is of May, Fife & Ayr 15-16 
May; Arg, Shet & OHeb 31 May-4 Jun; M&N, Clyde, 
Ork & Clyde Is 8-19 Jun. Shet 40 young seen Foula; 
Ork young at 9 areas; OHeb 26br81 on Benbecula, 
7br26 S.Uist; High 28prs Handa (20) fledged just 41 
young (2), 111 nests Nigg (87), 9br26 Eigg; M&N 29br 
at 7 sites, 22br88 at 3 sites; NE again just 31 young from 
major colony Ythan Est.; Is of May 1,191 nests, (1,070), 
hatching success 83%; Fife 27 young; Loth 579 nests in 
islands, 149 yound seen on coast; Arg 51br154 Colonsay, 
creches of 30 L.Fyne & 18 Holy L.; Clyde Is 82 young 
Arran, 14broods Bute; Clyde 12br37 Renfrew coast, 
3br4 Dumbarton coast; Ayr 396prs Horse Is. (438), 
total 552 young seen MBS 3.5 where identifiable. 
Moult-flocks: 3,800 Turnberry shore in Jul; 5.957 in 
Shet census, including Fair Is, (5,355) & 330 Delnies 
M&N in Aug; 10,499 Clyde Est. Clyde/Arg in Sep; 
5,000 Tay Est. F in Sep; 15,000 Tay Est. in Nov. 

2 inland at Lochinver L. D&G 21 Nov. 

Hybrid (possibly x Mallard) Verran Is. OHeb in Mar. 


Levenmouth F 


*King Eider Somateria spectabilis 
Over-wintering birds: 1m Tresta Shet from '96- 6 Jun, 
returned 20 Sep-'98; 2m Mousa Sound Shet 2 Jan, with 
1 on9 Jan, | returned 22 Dec; 1m Hopeman-Lossiemouth 
M&N until 2 Feb, returning 27 Nov-'98' 1m Tayport F 
10 Jan, 2mm on 25 Jan & 26 Feb, 1 returned 2 Nov. 
Other records: 1m Ythan NE 25 Mar-26 May, with an 
eclipse m 17 Aug-4 Oct; 1f Aberlady Bay L 5-8 May 
&22 Jun-26 Jul, same ? Methil F 17 Aug-16 Sep; Ist-s 
Mill Bay, Stronsay Ork 13 May; 1m moved round Shet- 
Aith Beach, Fetlar 23 May, Haroldswick, Unst 24 May 
& Burrafirth 25 May; 1m Girdleness NE 23-31 Jul, 
same ? Blackdog NE 27 Sep; 1m Whalsay Shet 22 Dec. 
Photo: Ythan bird in Apr, Birding World 10: 126. 


Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis 


Site Jan Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec 
Shet max 421 - 18 - 14a ex65 ee, 27.0 
Ork max 240 - 300 100 - 200 260 
OHeb max 146 - 165 9 300) 104s 52 
Burghead M&N_ 133 - - - - 619 1600 
off Methil F 290 261 - 1292 63 - 80 


S.Forth WeBSL 330 134 408 100 150 298 166 


Many fewer large counts this year. 

108 Kincraig Pt. F in Feb; 296 Ruddon's Pt. F in Mar; 
106 Eden Est. F in Apr; 249 L.of Tankerness Ork in 
May. 

1 Achnahaird Bay H, pr Kinloss Burn M&N, 1 The Lein 
M&N &1 Iona Arg 2-3 Jul suggests influx. 

Very few in autumn: 95 Troup Head NE in Oct; 58 
Rosemarkie Bay Hin Nov; 87 Water Sound Ork in Dec. 
Movements: 109W Chanonry Pt. H9 Jan; 280SW Brora 
H 17 Apr; 150E Chanonry Pt. 5 Nov; 343W Chanonry 
Pt. 10 Dec.. 

Inland singles: Drummond L. P&K 3 Jan; Barcraigs 
Res. Clyde 11 Mar; L.Garten H 16 Nov; and Hirsel L. 


B 15 &29 Dec. ; 
Long-tailed Duck 


Darren Woodhead 


Lothian Bird Report 
Winner of Best Artwork 
in a Scottish Bird Report 


Scottish Bird Report 1997) 


Common Scoter Melanitta nigra 


Site Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec} 
S Taransay OH 200 - 200 - 250 - 14495 
Nairn/Culbin 368 146 - - 42 - 886 Bi 
Spey Bay M&N_~ - - - 1500 416 378 709) 


Donmouth NE 14 SL S10) 500 =:130 0) 0) 
Levenmouth. F 648 1100 1010 56: 300" 359) 385i 
Eden Est. F 420 340 56 31 1433 2000 2771 | 
Port Seton L 375 40 650 35 60 80 20 


Aberlady L 520 630 850 100 104 235 340 
Also 280 Ruddon's Pt. F in Jan; 1,893 Levenmouth inj 
Apr; 116 Girdleness NE in Jul. 


Arg 4prs+9mm Islay, pr another site Islay, f on nest 
flushed mid-Argyll, br5 on 7 Jul at new site N Argyll; 
D&G pr+m Castle L. in mid-Apr did not linger. | 
Moulting birds Donmouth-Balmedie shore increased to) 
800 in May, 860 in Jun & 1,200 in Jul. Moult flock i 
Solway Firth is mostly too far offshore to see, but 700 
Caerlaverock D&G 23 Jun, 1,000 Balcary Pt. D&G on 
19 Jul; 5,000 Heston Is D&G 25 Aug 
Other late-year counts: 170 Sound of Taransay OH & 
72 L.Indaal, Islay Arg in Aug; 50N daily St.Abbs B & 
Eyemouth B 19-21 Sep; 50 Sound of Gigha Argin Nov, 


oe VN) 
ou 


*Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata | 
Long-stay birds: 1m Inganess Bay/Shapinsay Sound 
Ork 17 Apr-2 May, returning 22 Sep-8 Oct. . 
2mm Sound of Taransay OH 20 Mar, returning 17 Oct) 
seen again 30 Oct & 19 Dec. 

1m Burghead Bay M&NI1 Jan-18 Feb, 1 m on 18 seni 
29 Dec, with 2m on 7 Sep, 8 Oct & 8 Nov (plumage). 
variation suggests 3 birds present in Oct); i m 
2m/1f Ruddon's Pt. F from '96 to 17 Apr, 1m remaining) \\: 
to 13 Jun, Imreturned 30 Sep with 3m on 31 Octat same. © 
time as 1m St.Andrews Bay F 17 Oct, rising to 3m there) 
on 24 Oct, only1 on 2 Dec; single mm Methil F 16 Mays « 
Fife Ness F 19 Oct & Kincraig F 21 Oct probably ali) \\ 
part of movements associated with these birds. lm " 
Musselburgh L 30 May-1 Jun & 1 St.Abbs B 11 Oct may ; . 
also be part of these movements. 

Other records: 1m Murcar NE 4 Jul & 5 Aug-5 Sep 
4mm +1 f Ronachan Pt., Kintyre Arg 2 May. 

First record for Borders, seventh for Argyll. 


Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca 


Site Jan Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Det 4 
InganessOrk 28 43 38 55 24 29 ul 
Nairn/Culbin 66 39 2 : : -  6Gmk 
BurgheadM&N 25 6 8 - 299 242 S3Qm_ 
Largo Bay F 284 - 120-3 21375 60 1S) - / 7 
AberladyL 275 30 450 65 30 65 «30m 


Mussleburgh L 66 10 + 25 11 10 
Also 282 Kincraig F & 93 Deer Sound area Ork in Apr| * 
400 Dornoch H in Aug; 138 Murcar NE in Sep; 2,000 
St.Andrews Bay F in Nov; 41 Spey Bay M&N in Dec 
Movements include: 49N Fife Ness F 20 Sep; 
Machrihanish Arg 10 Oct; 18N St.Abbs B 11-12 Oct 


Nn 


1) R.D.Murray [Ed] 


a 
Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 

| Site peaks Jan Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec 
+ | Stenness Ork 235 25936 i> == 10 138 141 
|) HighlandF.sH 262 325 : Si LOTD 
} ) L.of Skene NE - ee 0 OL AO clos, 5 
1} Strathbeg NE Sits PESO ISS 20477 TISOrn Tt 
ji) Leven/LargoF 3200 2100 850 850 430 1320 4425 
I) S.Forth WeBSL 251 146-2397 126) 98) 87 

| Tweed HaughB 156 232 268 - 54. 334 230 


4) ClydeWeBS 772 943 945 216 196972615 9a 
in} Doonfoot Ayr 384 505 50 >) 24 74 118 
/ Dipple Ayr 832 676 491 91 308 452 
| Also 383 Forthinland WeBS, 150 Soathel del Clyde, 
| 146 Kinnaird Head NE, 125 Cornton Forth & 103 
-Lamington Clyde in Jan; 554 Kilconquhar F & 137 
Peerie Sea, Kirkwall Ork in Feb; 184 Hule Moss B in 
to | » Mar; 224 Hirsel L. B in Apr. 
4 Breeding: High 319 eggs, MCS 9.0,were laid in 35 
it boxes R.Spey & Insh, a high 80% (28) were incubated 
_ & 20 nests hatched144 young, with MBS 7.5 leaving the 
uy nest. In Abernethy Forest, 23prs laid 156 eggs (MCS 
t 6.8), only 10 nests were successful, hatching 81 young; 
4 \M&N 2 sites but no did not breeds; NE birds at 3 sites, 
E » br8 at | site; P&K summered 7 sites with br9 L.Tummel. 
--Summering: L.of Strathbeg max 137 in Jul; also Ork 
~ | (10), Fife (6), Loth (2), Arg (6) & Clyde (3). 
147 Easter L. Shet in Oct; 185 Hirsel & 117 Carlingwark 
D&Gi in Nov; 550 Longman H & 270 Earn Mouth P&K 


‘in Dec. 
et, 


ind | 


' Smew Mergellus albellus 


T Area Jan Feb MarApr-May Oct Nov Dec 
tN Isles aia lle Tha : is cael 
4 Wisles 1 1 - - - - - 
ing N Scot os - - - - - 1 
te NE Scot oma 16Re) 12 Sr ase Oy 
a E/C Scot 5 5 1 - 3 
SE Scot 11 6 1 
i, | WScot (2G nee as | nea 
al, SW Scot 18 Tf 12 2 1 3 Dy 
in. Total 66 43 2 3 ie ho 14 
8% i 1996 34 49 35 12 0 5 13 
| 1995 IBS weleie i 2l'S 9 0 Cnn 22 
: |, monthly totals of records, some duplication inevitable 
7 | Best counts: 5ff Hirsel L. B 12 Jan; 5 Kilburnie L. Ayr 


_ 12Jan; 12 L.of Strathbeg NE 15 &26 Feb with 11 there 
| 6 Mar; 4 Wards P., Endrick Mouth Clyde 13-28 Jan. 
“| Last 1 Kilbirnie 1. Ayr 19 Apr; first 1 Lochwinnoch 

Clyde 24 Oct & 1 L.Ken D&G 31 Oct. 
_ 7L.of Strathbeg 1 Dec; 4 Hogganfield L. Clyde 19-24 
ff Dec. 


' ‘Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 


= 


_ Site Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec 
MistemessOrk 21 69 «#226 = + - «6 + «39 ~«25 
i; Water Sound Ork 47 32 26 - 11 46 3 
jt |\HighlandF. H 262 325 : = 152 a eS TD 
x 'Delnies M&N SO ie ey Onna 2) 


| Ythan Est .NE LD ei Tos Yee Tiss SOB dD Si tg 25 
‘S-Forth WeBS L 255 33 274 460 358 400 174 
‘Clyde Est. Clyde 145 168 145 - 109 94 115 
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Also: 83 Whiteness Voe Shet & 75 southern Yell Sound 
Shet in Jan; 95 Stornoway OH in Feb; 150 Inverkeithing 
Bay F & 138 Pettycur F in Mar; 120 Kincardine Bridge 
F,97 Kirkcaldy F & 46 L.Ryan D&G in Apr. 
Breeding: Shet bred at 9 sites, 9br77 noted; Ork 7prs at 
5 sites, 5br27 noted; OHeb 5 broods noted; High Sprs 
Insh Marshes, 3br15 L.Broom, f+br17 Kishorn Bay; 
M&N 3 sites with 7br50; Clyde Is several broods; 
Clyde 2br14 Endrick Mouth & Rhu; Ayr 5br19 noted. 
Moulting flocks: 310 Fife coast, 206 Dipple shore Ayr 
in Jul; 140 Kingairloch area H, 107 Kintra Bay Arg & 
157 L.Indaal, Islay Arg in Aug. 

116 L.Ryan D&G during Oct; 508 Cromarty Firth H, 
91 southern Yell Sound & 86 Sullom Voe Shet in Dec. 


Goosander Mergus merganser 

Jan census of R.Tweed B gave 624 along 381kms of 
river (521), areturn to normal after frozen conditions in 
'96. The R.Clyde census was less complete but Clyde 
WeBS Jan total was 541 (467) which fits perceived 
general increase. 

Max 47 Beauly Firth H in Jan, in area where hundreds 
a decade ago. 213 Dumfriesshire WeBS in Feb (16 sites) 
Best sites: 307 Strathclyde L. Clyde, 86 Cobbinshaw L. 
L & 55 Hogganfield L. Clyde in Jan; 190 Hirsel L. B, 
121 Castle L. D&G, 89 Crosswood Res. L, 50 Bemesyde 
B & 49 Duddingston L. L in Feb; 158 Tweed Haughs B 
in Mar; 182 Tweed & Teviot Haughs B in Apr. 
Pre-moult & moult assemblies: 133 south L. Lomond 
Clyde, 67 Speymouth M&N, 65 R.Tay at Perth/Al- 
mond P&K; 60 Cults Res. NE, 52 Clashbenny, Tay Est. 
P&K & 38 Donmouth NE in May; 68 L.Ken D&G & 
56 Mugrum Is. F in Jun; 240 Tayport F, 129 Longman 
H, 108 Endrick Mouth Clyde, 107 Tyninghame L, 43 
Solway Firth WeBS D&G & 42 Eden Est. F in Jul. 
The recent big increases in moult flocks suggests an 
increase in numbers moulting in Scotland rather than 
travelling from Scotland on the moult-migration to 
Norway each summer. 

Breeding: High 2prs Insh Marshes (8), 3br12 else- 
where; NE 3br27 noted; P&K fewer birds Strathallan 
just 2-3 with no success, 3br19 R.Tay at Scone; Forth 
12 sites with 3 broods noted; Loth ff at 2 sites; Bord 
12br84, MBS 6.9 (10.4) with 14 ff noted at another 
11 sites; Arg 4br18 noted from 15ff at 12 sites; Clyde 
12br55_ noted, MBS 4.5 (6.3) with 7 additional ff; Ayr 
5 sites but no proof. 

Post-breeding assemblies (mostly moulting ff with 
young) Aug-early Oct: 302 L.Garten H, 107 Hogganfield 
L. Clyde, 100 L.Broom H, 65 L.Fyne Arg, 53 Stantling 
Craig Res. B, 42 Thornilee B & 24 L.Moidart H. In Bord 
80% juvs amongst 111 aged birds in Sep. 

Record 778 Hirsel L. roost 2 Nov with 185 Strathclyde 
L., 144 Dumfriesshire inland WeBS, 67 Yetholm L. B & 
53 Portmore L. B also in Nov. 
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Ruddy Duck 
Brent Hurley 
Lothian Bird Report 


Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis 

Jan records from Fife (2 sites), Forth , Bord, Clyde (2), 
Ayr & D&G. Max 9 Folly L. B 30 Jan. 

1 on sea at Leven F 12 Jan. 

Fewer seen Feb, max 6 Kilconquhar L. F 20 Feb, before 
clear arrival late Mar-early Apr. Max: 33 Kilconquhar 
24 Apr. 

Breeding: fewer in main areas & missing from some 
marginal areas. Excess of males appear to wander 
between different sites, presumably searching for 
unmated females. Breeding failures mostly ascribed to 
miserable Jun weather. 

First young: Clyde 9 Jul; Fife 13 Jul; Ork 18 Jul; Bord 


22 Aug. 

Area sites displaying prs prs bred _ broods 
Ork 1 1 1 br5 
NE 3 fi - - 
P&K al 15 2 failed 
Fife 5 >8 >8 8br37 
Loth 1 1 ? fail ? 
Bord 9 18 >3 3br22 
Clyde 19 G22 >14 14br44 
Total 45 > i2 >28 26br108 


No Angus & Dundee figures. 

Ork pr with br5 Graemeshall L.; NE up to 10 Strathbeg 
but no breeding; Fife fewer pairs and broods although 
new site, max 7br33 Kilconquhar L.; Loth despite 
‘several summering, still no breeding record; Bord num- 
bers maintained, little success; Clyde continued spread 
and increase in numbers. First breeding for Orkney. 
Autumn assemblies: 20 Garnqueen L. Clyde in Aug; 
67 Kilconquhar L., 28 Hogganfield L. & 6 Linlithgow 
L. L in Sep; 41 Hule Moss B & 10 L.Gelly F in Oct. 
Wandering birds seen Oct-Dec in Ork, NE, Forth, Ayr 
& D&G. Better numbers than 1996 in Dec when max 
36 Hogganfield L., 11 Kilconquhar L. & 11 L.Gelly. 


*Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus 

Singles Tillicoutry Glen Forth 31 May; Achentoul H 
11 Jul; Insh H 18 Aug. 

1 in spring, I in summer, 1 in autumn. 

First for Clackmannanshire. 


Scottish Bird Report 1994 


* Black Kite Milvus migrans 
1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 2-13 May, later seen Kergord 
Scalloway & Mid Yell Shet 15 May-19 Aug. 1 L.Ryaj 
D&G 9 Aug. Two records in one year is very unusua\ 
Photos of Orkney/Shetland bird in Shetland Bird Report 199} 
Birding World 10:246 & British Birds 91:484 | 


Red Kite Milvus milvus 


27 territories were located in the core Highland area. Eggs were la 


4 
Hes 


by 23prs which produce19br39, similar to the production of 199} 


The drop in productivity may have been due to an increase in firs} 
time breeders, in which there were 7 new pairs and 3 breeding wi} 
experienced adults. | 
Of 19 liberated Central release site in 1996, 8 attended a local wint} 


19 birds formed, 10 of the '97 release and 7 from the '96 release, Pi | 
2 wild bred birds from E.Ross. 4 poisoned birds were found. 
L.O'Toole: Red Kite Newsitl 

93 94 95 9% 97 | 

Territories 5 16 22 22 29 


Nests with eggs 5 8 15 17 3 2 
Nests with broods $3 6 11 16 19 


Young fledged Gok I 3tA) 26 Ae 30580 3cOmemE 
MeanBroodSize 23° 22 24 24 21 | 

1997 Raptor Round Up SOC, SRSG & SNI) 
Birds also reported from M&N (2), NE, P&K, Clyc 
(4), Ayr (3), D&G (4). At least 3-4 birds D&G Jan-Ma) 
some with wing-tags from Central Scotland release sit 
1 returned the following winter. 
Several recorders comment that observers don't both | 
reporting kites any more ! 


White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla 
There were 13-15 pairs or trios of territory-holding birds in 199) 


One site, traditionally a trio, has now evolved into two pairs, w 
at another sites two non-breeding pairs were present. A new Scq 


tish-bred pair bred but lost their chick prior to fledging. Howey, 


another pair that have failed several times were at last successf 
This raises the number of known successful pairs to 9, the highe 
level known. In addition there are now two other pairs establishi 
from the second phase release that have still to breed. On the defiq 
side one pair failed to lay and other failures were thought to be i- a 
result of the cold and wet spring. . 
In the fifth year of supplementary releases another 10 eaglets w : 
brought across from Norway, raising the total to 46 birds in 


second phase. 91 92 93 94 95 96 

Sites occupied 10. 10. 10 lly 14°14 ae 
Sites with 2/3 birds 9 8 8 10-10 -12- Saaee 
Birds on territory 20°. 19) ..21s\,22 267.26 Se 
Numbers of clutches 8 0 6 8 O~5-12 se 
Clutches hatched 4 4 4 4 6 8 q 
Broods fledged = aaa sien Nepean ean ty Ge 3 
Young fledged Tog Doe po) Nee as uy 


Sea Eagle Project: Newsletter 1997 RSPB, JNCC & SNH a 
1997 Highland Bird Report. (italicised figures are modal valu 


1-R.D.Murray [Ed] 


Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 
i) First Dalnavert H 14 Apr; Strathbeg NE 20-21 Apr, with 
2 different birds there 24 Apr. 1 Musselburgh L 3 May. 


img]} Area Apr May May Jun Jul Aug. Sep 
) 15-30 1-15 16-31 1-30 1-31 1-31 1-30 
N Isles - - 2 - - - - 
‘OHeb - - 2 - - - - 
Highland - - 1 - - 2 1 
NE Scot* 3 2 4 3 2 4 5 
chi} E/C Scot* —- - 1 - - 4 - 
\94) SE Scot = 1 - 1 = 3 - 
._ |W Scot - - 2 1 1 - 1 
| 3WScot—- - - 3 : : : 


* Numbers approximate, “ numbers omit summering areas. 

NE 2ff summered but no suggestion of breeding; Loth 
‘4 1f summered; Arg 3 wandering f/imm in May-Jul; 
— /D&G 1f seen carrying food West Freugh in Jun but no 
“ further proof of breeding, 2 other singles seen. No data 
received from main breeding area. 

my 2 passage singles Loth & Bord in Aug; 3 birds Strathbeg 
vig late Aug, max 4 on 27-31 Aug. 

c Last 3 Strathbeg 18 Sep; 1 Baron's Haugh Clyde 3 Oct; 
: 1 Caerlaverock D&G 5 Oct. 


4 ‘Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 

_ At roosts: Ork 13-16 at 3 sites Jan-Mar, 9-17 yjere in 
‘Oct-Dec; High 9 Insh Marshes Jan, 7 there Dec; 3 at 
out landers Moss in Feb; Arg L.Gruinart, Islay-7 in Jan, 10 
gemoctiN ov, Moine Mhor-9 in Feb, 8 in Nov, Aros Moss- 
ie. 2in Jan & Dec; D&G 4 West Freuch in Jan & Dec, only 
_. 41n main Wigtownshire roost (has held 12 in past) in 
i Nov, new roost Wigtown Bay held 3 in Jan. 


Ost o 


Breeding: 
ae RSG territories sites sites sites young MBS 
L occupied laid hatched fledged 
_. Orkney Bile 22 8 fi 17 2.4 
| Highland 12 12 10 9 23 2.6 
as NE Scot 14 ? g 5 13 2.6 
_ Tayside 19 ? a) ? 55 - 
se! Central 3 ? ? 1 Be) 
SuSE Scot 5 ? ? >3 >6 2.0 
wee) Argyll 37 ? 2 25 79 3 
d Fi ‘S Strathclyde 32 27 ? 14 48 3.4 
“D&G 37 ? ? 19s e6Ou 35 
| 


‘Another poor season with very low hatching success. High the end 
ii of full-time monitoring by RSPB meant fewer nests monitored, 
i ‘unusually however the success rates between managed and managed 
we ‘moors was similar, NE the continued low success would indicate the 
area is acting as a sink for harriers. Tayside bad weather was the 
ne main cause of the poor season. Central & SE persecution limited the 
success of the few pairs that breed in these areas. Arg a sample of 
20 successful sites showed many more females than males being 
i reared. S.Strathclude good numbers of voles, rabbits and hares 
| Meant that wintering numbers were high. Despite the high occu- 
!) \pancy and early occupation and the low numbers of grouse chicks 
f ‘taken, persecuton was still rife. D&G despite the presence of an 
‘extra 20 females, another poor numbers of persecuted nests showed 
i a Worrying increase although the Langholm birds performed well. 
i 


1997 Raptor Round Up: SOC, SRGS, SNH. 
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OHeb >8 territorial prs Uist & Benbecula; M&N Sprs 
bred, 4 fledged young; NE 8prs but just 2 fledged 5 
young, seen 9 other areas but no proof of breeding; Bord 
7prs outwith Langholm area, 3 fledged young; Arg 37 
territories (21 on Islay) were monitored, 25 (67% were 
successful rearing 79 young. Sex ratio of young on Islay 
was skewed 30%/70% (m/f); Clyde Is 4prs Bute, 3br7 
seen; Clyde 10 territories with 4 nests but just 3 young; 
Ayr 23prs, 11 nested fledged 23+ young,10 of the 
failures probably human-inspired; D&G good numbers 
Langholm study tend to mask decline elsewhere, just 
one other site known. 


*Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus 

2nd-y f West Clyne, Brora H 28 Apr. 1 Rangehead, 
S.Uist OH 12 Aug. 

Second record for Sutherland. 


Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 

M&Nseen5 sites, no details; NE prs at 13 sites, 12 nests 
found, 38 young fledged, MBS 3.1, seen 3 other areas; 
Tayside 5 active nests but despite heavy persecution 
b2br2 reared; Fife 1m seen in spring; Central br4 at 
traditional site; Bord 40 sites were checked, 34 were 
occupied where 31prs bred, 20 successful nests fledged 
60 young, MBS 3.0; Clyde | displaying in spring, 3 
singles Jul, Sep & Nov; Ayr no survey but 2 sites held 
3 young; D&G seen 12 sites, 6prs Dumfriesshire, only 
1 confirmed breeding. 


Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 

Breeding: Ork 1 successful nest from 3 sites ; High pr 
bred Eigg; M&N breeding season records from 17 sites; 
NE noted 34 sites, 2 confirmed breeding sites; P&K 
noted breeding 3 sites; Fife noted 41 sites with 14 sites 
showing evidence of breeding, including 4br13; Forth 
breeding noted 3 sites; Loth noted c.50 sites, 8prs with 
3br12; Bord 141 casual records, 3br8 noted; Arg 4 (of 
6) sites Cowal reared 18 young, at another site f was 
killed by Tawny Owl; Ayr an earlier start to season, of 
40 sites checked, 32 were occupied, at least 27 nests 
with eggs were located, MCS 4.44, 1 site held 2 ff who 
laid 8 eggs in same nest. 82% hatched (73% in '96), 76 
young were fledged from 23 nests, MBS 3.3. In total 
MBP was 2.38. Sex ratio in chicks was 53%/47% (m/f). 
18 other territories known in Ayr, where 3br8 noted. 
First fledged: Bord 26 Jul. 


Bird/days in Clyde & Bord: 

JFMAM J J AS O N D Total 
Gly domi 10822 20 eee lst ORa135423)- 320719 204 
Borda lO l4 a2) lO waa SiO a5 lS 24 all Lis A 97, 130 


See Todd, I. (1998). The Sparrowhawk in Ayrshire, Ayshire Bird 
Report 1998: 9-10. 
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Buzzard Buteo buteo 

Ork 3prs, br2 noted; OHeb 45prs on territory Uists & 
Benbecula; High 94prs monitored by Highland RSG, 
90 laid, of which 73 hatched, 67 nests fledged 146 
young, MBS 2.18, MBP 1.60, the dry summer gave 
exeptional success in N& W Sutherland where 90% of 
19 nests fledging young (1 predated by pine marten), 
poorer sucess in the colder conditions of E.Ross area 
where 70% of 52 nests fledged young, poorer success in 
Strathspey where human interference seen in 4 of 5 
nests; M&N 435 records (365) through year, 59 sites in 
breeding season; NE 130 (200) records from 100 sites; 
P&K still persecuted in some area, 94 seen Strathallan/ 
Comrie area 8 Mar; Fife 27 prs known to have bred (20) 
with 18prs rearing 26 young W.Fife where 4 other prs 
failed, 6br15 elsewhere, prs at another 5 sites; Loth 
noted 109 sites, 45 successful nests with MBS 2.86, 
outcome unknownat 15 other nests; Bord further spread 
& consolidation with records from 335 tetrads, 60 
young at 26 nests where outcome known, MBS 2.31 ; 
Arg 47 territories Colonsay, 22prs definitely bred (21), 
11 held 22+ young, MBS 2.0; in Cowal 29prs reared 49+ 
young in study area MBS 1.69, 21 others fledged at least 
one chick; 14prs nested Coll (13), 20 nests Mull-13 
fledged 22 young MBS 1.69; Clyde Is 20nests Bute, 15 
fledged 33+ young, MBS 2.2; Clyde 83 territories in 
W.Renfrew-shire, a ten-fold increase since 1987; Ayr 
c.88prs at 56 sites, 4br7 noted. 

First fledged Clyde 24 Jun; Bord 3 Jul. 

Best site counts: 25 Comrie F in Aug; 22 Beacon Hill 
D&G (no date); 22 Glen Fruin Clyde in Oct; 19 Strachan 
NE in Jan; 18 Insh Marshes H in Feb. 


* Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus 

Single birds Glen Quaich P&K 5 Apr; Moss, Tiree Arg 
17-18 Sep; Collieston NE 24 Oct-1 Nov; & Craigluscar 
Hill F 22 Nov. 


Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos 


Breeding: 

RSG Sites Laid Watch Fledged Young MBS MBP 
OHebrides 15 13 - 3 4 13300 O:351 
Highland 94 - - 43 48 ei Adios &(OS)1h 
North-east 18 13 12 12 14 1.16 0.78 
Tayside 30 ? ? c.6 c.8 1.33 - 
Central 8 - . 5 6 1D (OMS 
Argyll 53 25 25 25 31 123) 2058 
D&G 2 7) 1 0 0 0 0 


High productivity of 0.5 was close to the long-term mean. A case of 
bigamy was noted whilst birds in N & E continued to benefit from 
the more abundant natutal food supply, compared to the S & W the 
success on Skye was the poorest for years. NE success slightly 
improved last the '96 low with a new pair confirmed as breeding. 
Tayside bad weather and nest robberies adversely affected breeding 
whilst local press reports of 'too many eagles' do not reflect just how 
badly the species is doing in the area. 

1997 Raptor Round Up: SOC, SRGS, SNH 
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i 
Scottish Bird Report 199} 


Bord 2prs, | reared single young, other failed; Clyde a 
both prs successful Arran; Clyde 2prs, the new si im 


failed; D&G 2prs, 1 failed at hatching, | failed or w 
robbed. 


Osprey Pandion haliaetus 
2 Edinburgh L 8 Mar; 1 Dumbarton Clyde 21 Mar ani 


1 L.Morlich H 29 Mar. Then Ayr, Is of May, M&N, a i 


Forth, Bord & NE 1-5 Apr; Fife 12 Apr. 


Breeding: 
Sites Laid Hatch Fledged Young MBS MBP) 
Scotland 111 102 93 77 159 2.06 1.43 


! 


Highland 59 55 54 40 Tahal: 27S ae 


NE 11 7 4 4 Ti 175) sOO 
Tayside 31 ? ? 24 612.5045 19S 
Forth 5 3 3 3 9 3.00 1.80 
Argyll 3 3 1 0 0 - - 


An increase of 7 nests over 1996 but the fledging success for th 
whole of Scotland was relatively low (1.4 c.f. 2.1 in '96). TI 
wetweather was mainly responsible, but 3 nests were robbed and 
further 2 failed in suspicious circumstances. A further 8 chicks fro} 
Highland were moved to the English release site at Rutland Wat 
where they fledged successfully. 

1997 Raptor Round Up: SOC, SRGS, SNH & local repor : 
Bord summered 3 sites, nest-building at | site; Clydel 
1 summered L.Fad, Bute D&G pr summered, perha 
attempted to breed, 

5 Findhorn Bay M&N 8 Aug. 


Last D&G, Bord 28-31 Aug; Fife, Clyde & NE 1-1), 


Sep; High 13 Sep, Latest Kingston M&N & Hound P’ 
L 17 Sep & Drumadoon, Arran Clyde Is 20 Sep. 


Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 


Breeding: Ork breeding confirmed at 13 of 19 sites, | | 


were known to fledge young; OHeb 15prs Uists 
Benbecula, 7 successful; High 6prs bed Eigg; M&]} 


evidence of nesting at 35 sites; NE noted 36 sites; Fif} 


very poor year W.Fife where just 1 juv from 8 nests, 


br12 noted elsewhere; Loth breeding noted 7 sites, 3 ; 
sites outwith breeding season; Bord fewer nests note) 


with 5br19; Arg 12 sites Cowal, 1 1prs reared 51 young 
11 sites Mull reared 40 young; Ayr in addition to stud| 


area below, noted 20 sites with 4bt19; D&G hig) 


numbers. | 
In the Ayrshire study area where vole numbers were high, the 4 


sites checked held 37 territories, 77% occupancy. The cold weath¢ 


delayed the onset of breeding by 3-4 weeks. 26 were known to hay 
laid, with a record MCS of 5.8 with some 79% hatching. 4prs failed 
3 involving human interference. Despite some mixed weather, 

good food supply produced good productivity with 22prs rearini 
101 young, MBS 4.6, 89% of broods surviving to fledging. Overal 


the study area had an extremely high MBP of 3.9. Capture of adul 


showed healthy well-fed birds. 


In Highland 25prs bred at 26 monitored sites with an MCS of aj 
(5.1) and a stable MBS Of 4.6, most of these records were fro 


E.Ross and Sutherland, mainly in boxes. 
1997 Raptor Round Up: SOC, SRGS, SNE 


= 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


See Riddle, G. (1998). The Kestrel in Ayrshire 1997. Ayrshire Bird 
Report 1997: 10-11. 

_ First young: Clyde 6 Jun; Bord 17 Jun; Forth 16 Jul. 
12 Essenside L. B in Aug; 13 Glen Fruin Clyde & 12 
Black Cauchrie Ayr in Sep, were all presumably com- 

posite family parties. 

Bird days noted Clyde & Bord, with ratio of f/imm in 


birds that were sexed in Bord. 

JIFMAM J J A S ON D _ Total 
ip@lyde 76 51 69 75 68 99114 73 91105 64 70 995 
meord 16-14 26 34 24 36 28 48 32 21 31 19 337 
%flimm5S/ 33 22 25 20 43 50 73 69 67 67 78 


) | *Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus 
“\ 1 f Balivanich, Benbecula OH 23 May. 
i | [1992] remains of Ist-s m found Yellowcraigs L 5 Jul. 


i Merlin Falco columbarius 
™ Breeding: 


ali. RSG Sites Laid Hatch Fledged Young MBS MBP 
hn Shetland 16 ? ? 14 44 Sil Dall 
iat) Orkney 19 17 ? 15 54 3.6 3.0 


_ Highland 37 24 24 17 49 2.8 ies) 
» North-east 32 30 20 20 64 3.2 2.0 


ws Tayside 16 : Pe Ge Ase 27 ? 
ei}South-east 27 26 25 22 69 32 26 
up) Argyll 8 6 9G Gait Mis 72:Bei- 211 
LD S. a clyde 34 ? ? 15 39 2.6 eel 
18 - : Si 9S Da ao 


> Adverse weather during the breeding season was the main reason for 

| i failure although the season was generally successful. eeding on 
1 Dobside continued to improve and Deeside remained stable. Of the 
| | 4 territories checked in Central only one was occupied and failed at 
{ ~ fithe egg stage. 1997 Raptor Round Up: SOC, SRSG & SNH. 
) OHeb 11 territories Uists & Benbecula; Forth 2 sites in 


I 
sit ‘summer; Clyde 3 sites in summer. 


(a) 


*Hobby Falco subbuteo 

4 ‘10 in spring, 1 in summer, 8 in autumn. 

: Single birds Lagafeter Hills D&G 8 Apr; Tyninghame 
| L8 May; Brimmond NE 10 May; Kinloch NE 18 May; 

“ Longside NE & Fair Is 8 Jun; Fetlar Shet 11 Jun; 
)St.Kilda OH 14 Jun; Strathbeg NE 15 Jun; Stronsay 
/Ork 25 Jun. 

% Autumn singles Fetlar 13 Jul; Foula Shet 23-25 Jul; Fair 

Is 27 Jul-5 Aug; Tore H 7 Aug; Newton Stewart D&G 
qu Aug; Glenluce D&G & Clarencefield D&G 17 Aug; 

N. Ronaldsay Ork 31 Aug-1 Sep; Banks Ork 23 Sep. 


. \ Gyrfalcon Falco rusticolus 
het, 


\L ad white-phase Hoy Ork 22 Mar; 1 white-phase Hirta 
OH 19 Apr. 


Red Grouse 
Steven Brwon 
Fife Bird Report 
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Peregrine Falco peregrinus 


Breeding: 

RSG Sites Laid Hatch Fledged Young MBS MBP 
Shetland 9 ? ? >4 ? ? - 
Orkney 28 ? ? 16 28 1.8 1.0 
OHebrides 10 - - 5) 12 2.4 1D 
Highland 26 24 7 12 22 1.8 0.8 
North-east 52 39 - 15 28 1.9 0.5 
Tayside 72 ? ) 44 77 1.8 1.0 
Central 20 ? ? 8 IS) Ne) 0.8 
South-east 47 - - 22 51 23 sil 
Argyll 19 - - 10 18 1.8 0.9 
S.Stra'clyde 25 ? ? 8 16 2.0 0.7 
D&G 60 . - 51 108 De 1.8 


The poor year was down to adverse weather and the continued illegal 
persecution of birds. Shet although there were potentially as many 
as 12 territories, the only pair located did not breed. NE the 
discrepancy between success on grouse moors continues with 14 % 
of grouse moor pairs fledging young compared to 45% in other areas. 
Despite dreadful weather and human interference, Tayside man- 
aged an average year. The downwards trend of occupied territories 
in Central continues, especially in areas of low prey density. A very 
bad year in SE saw 25 of 45 nests fail , 15 due to man. SW Scotland 
had the most preoductive season, fledging over 100 young in D&G. 
1997 Raptor Round Up: SOC, SRSG & SNH and local reports. 


Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus 

Shet 2 broods noted;High 36mm/14ff in monitored 
lkm? Abernethy reserve in Apr, 16mm/13ff +39 young 
in Aug - stable 3.5 young/hen with MBS 4.4 (3.7), 20ff 
elsewhere on reserve had 3.7 chicks/hen, 3prs Handa 
with 8 juvs, 6-10prs Eigg; M&N very early hatching, 7 
May but late snows & heavy rain caused high mortality; 
NE better numbers & higher bags than recent years, 
small population still present within Aberdeen at 
Brimmond; Fife still present Lomond Hills, 6 in Jan; 
Bord first young 31 May, 6br33 noted; Arg 4prs 
L.Gruinart reserve, Islay; Ayr good year with big broods 
Muirkirk area, still present Crosbie Hills. 

Best counts: 110 Carn Ailig H in Jan; 30 Muirshiel 
Clyde in Mar; 35 An Socach NE in Jul; 38 Waterhead 
Moor Ayr in Sep; 89 Alvie H in Oct; 108 in 18km walk 
Deaf Heights B & 56 Cranshaws B in Dec. 
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Ptarmigan Lagopus mutus 

High 17ff in Cairngorm study with stable 3.5 chicks/ 
hen, good season Creag Maegaidh, 2br8 seen, 4br20 
elsewhere, If at sea-level at Fortrose, Black Isle in Mar; 
MA&N 3prs +br6 seen Ben Rinnes; NE 18 sites, breeding 
noted 3 sites, with rising population part of cycle; P&K 
seen 6 sites, bred at 3 of them; Arg no reports. 

Max counts: 22 An Socach NE in Jul; 49 Coire Meadhorn 
H & 30 Coire Chrannaig H in Oct. 


Black Grouse Tetrao tetrix 

Reported : (mostly at leks, but all records included) 
Sites mm ff Sites mm ff 

High 21 209 72 Bord 60 232 22) 

M&N 10 57 6 Clyde 11 39 19 


NE 12. 2138 21 Ayr 33 79 12 
Forth 6 32 5 D&G 47 127 8 
Loth 3 5 1 


At Abernethy Forest Reserve H the land management seems to be 
having a positive effect on populations. 


May counts 1994 1995 1996 1997 
Males 51 69 120 151 
mm/km? 6 6 17 34 
Females 12 17 MG 12 
ff/km? 22} 3.3 4.9 Bul 
Chicks/hen BiOi 4.8 27. 0.7 


While there has been a large increase in the number sof males, 
females are much harder to find. The 1997 breeding season was the 
worst since 1990, doubtless due to the cold, wet weather in May/June. 
Colin Crooke, RSPB Highland Bird Report 1998. 
Largest lek counts: High 35 at 2 leks Glenfeshie; M&N 
21 Cabrach; NE 105 at 7 leks Mar Lodge; Bord c.50 
Muttonhall. 
Br4 seen Braeval Forth; 7 broods Ayr with MBS 2.1; 
20ff Creag Meagaidh H in autumn. 


Capercaillie Tetrao urogallus 

High slight increase Abernethy Forest reserve with 
42mm +31ff at 8 leks (15+5 in '89, 41+29 in '96), 
disastrous season with mean brood count 0.1 chicks/hen 
(1.7), 56 in winter drive (51), c. 22mm/9ff seen at 13 
others sites; M&N 4 sites, 14+3mm at 2 leks Darnaway 
Forest; NE noted 10 sites with 31mm/18ff in autumn 
drive Glen Tanar, 36 noted Ballochbuie transects but 
decline continues; P&K noted 4 sites but no evidence of 
breeding; Clyde 21 in L.Lomond islands census, half the 
level of 1992, also 1 Dumbarton Muir in Aug. 


Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa 

(includes Chukar and Red-leg x Chukar hybrids) 

Releases continue: M&N excellent year seen 10 sites; 
NE 24 records at 16 sites; Fife above average numbers; 
Arg large release Kintyre; Clyde Is still common at 
Machrie, Arran release site, max 12 in Sep; D&G third 
good year in row. 

- Reports High, Loth, Bord, Clyde & Ayr suggest num- 
bers either stable or declining there. 1 Skateraw L was 
paired with a Grey Partridge. 


Scottish Bird Report 1997 


Late brood Laurieston D&G 11 Sep. 
Best counts: 21 Kilchiaran Arg in Oct; 32 Stranrae| 
D&G & 17 Dunecht NE in Dec. : 
Grey Partridge Perdix perdix 
Some improvement but poor wet, breeding season. 
High still common E.Ross, 32prs on 2 farms Munlochy, 
M&N poor season with only 15 coveys; NE good seaso} 


with 75 records from 36 sites, 500 released near Strathbe| 
in Aug; Fife 25 successful prs noted with 6br53, 509 
increase to 13prs Eden Est. but not very successul seaso} 
with smaller coveys in autumn; Forth 3prs Devon WBS 
Loth 11 prs Aberlady (6), 20 young noted Musselburgt; 
Bord better numbers Coldstream area, 3br19 noted 
Clyde c.42prs at 32 sites; Ayr increase in records agai| 
to 44 sites in breeding season, 4br3 1 seen; D&G coe 
good years numbers remain low. 
Best counts noted: 24 Barnhills B, 23 Menstrie Fort 


and 21 Bridge of Earn P&K in Jan; 25 Ellon NE in Fet}) , 
28 Leuchars F & 23 Thankerton Clyde in Oct; 27 Warri/ 


Ayr in Nov; 38 Forthbank Forth, 19 E.Kintrae M&N 
18 Aberlady in Dec. 
ED! 
Quail Coturnix coturnix | 
Birds present each month & total noted. 


May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Tota 
N Isles 7 5 3 1 - - 14\) 
W Isles 3 3 1 1 ue = 4 
N Scot 2 9 Y 3} - - 19| 
NE Scot 2 14 17 5 - - 23 
E/C Scot* 4 5 10 3 - - 32| 
SE Scot 13 Bia 8 35) 
W Scot - 16 2 1 - - >36 
SW Scot 4 6. nek 2 - : 35, 
Total 35 66 85 23 - - 198 
1996 9 30 22 10 15 1 86 
1995 1: 49 44 13 3 0 76) 


* no dates given Fife (14 birds) 


First | W. Delnies M&N 15 Apr was very early. The 
Fife Ness F, Skateraw L & St-Abbs B 2-4 May; Fair I 
OHeb & Is of May 8-17 May; P&K, Ayr 26-27 May; N)) 


Forth, Clyde & Arg 3-22 Jun. 


Best May for some years Fair Is; 2 St.Kilda OH 17 Ma 4 
Best counts were 8 Coll Arg in Jun; 12 Tarbolton Ay| . 


5 Ladykirk Ayr & 5 North Mains L, all in Jul. 


Breeding: M&N bred Morayscairn, first nest late Mi) 
was predated, replacement c/12 by 23 Jun hatched; Fil). 


br4 Oakley; Forth br1 1 Thornhill 4 Aug; Bord pr not 
Hardieshill in Aug. First nest found in M&N. 
Last records M&N, P&K, Ayr 3-5 Aug; High, Fort ( 
Bord & Loth 9-12 Aug; OHeb 22 Aug; NE 24 Aug. |) 
Best year since 1990, 3 breeding records is unusual.) 
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Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 


Ork reported breeding 3 sites; High poor season Eid h 
where declining; M&N 10-day old chicks seen Findhoy \, 
3 Oct; Arg Colonsay 17mm (14); Forth 13prs/ki 


Doune (20); Loth 31 prs Aberlady (20). 
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Golden Pheasant Chrysolophus pictus 
D&G no data from Palnure population but | Beattock on 
12 Jul was a new location and so probably a release. 


Water Rail Rallus aquaticus 

c.54 Jan-Feb records from 30 sites across country, max 
11 tape-lured at Kilconquhar F with 4-6 Bogside Ayr 
and 3 Duddingston L in Feb & 3 Birnie L. F in Mar, 
otherwise 1-2 birds. More records in Mar but no notable 
passage other than a few singles on N_Isles. 

Breeding: Ork 4prs Mill Dam, Shapinsay, 3 calling 
Egilsay; OHeb present Carnish, N.Uist; High 4prs Insh 
Marshes (7), noted 3 other sites; M&N ongoing survey; 
NE survey of singles/prs calling - 8 L.of Strathbeg, 6 
L.of Keys, 4 Harestone Moss, 2-3 L.Davan, 2-3 L.Kinord, 
2 L.of Park & 1-2 Pronie L., also 13-16prs in inland 
waters survey, total 25prs at 7 sites, br3 seen Strathbeg; 
Fife bred 3 sites with reports from 2 other; Forth just | 
site in summer; Loth 4 sites with br1 seen; Bavelaw; 
Bord noted 3 sites; Arg 2 L.Gruinart, Islay; Clyde 15prs 
at 9 sites, 3 Merryton, 3 Drumbeck, 2 Baron's Haugh 
(br2), 2 Newshot Is, 2 Gartpool L.(juvs), br2 Endrick 
Mouth ; Ayr 15 calling Ardeer, 2-4 Bogside, 2 


' Warkickdale, 2 Ashgrove L. & singles at 6 other sites, 


br2 Knockshinnoch; D&G 3 sites. 

Mostly passage singles noted Sep-Oct with 2 Fair Is & 
3 St.Abbs B 20-21 Oct 

c.82 Nov-Dec birds from 41 sites with 8 Kilconquhar & 
6L.Spynie M&N during Nov with 11 Knockshinnoch & 
8 Strathbeg NE in Dec 


*Spotted Crake Porzana porzana 

Shet | Unst in Jun & Fetlar in Jul; OHeb calling mm 
L.Stiapavat, Lewis & Akernish, S.Uist; High none call- 
ing Insh marshes but | flushed 13 May (might indicate 
breeding as males tend to stop calling once mated); 
M&N | calling L.Spynie 9-10 Jun; NE 2 sites, 1 heard 
in 14 May-Jun, ad with juvs another site; Is of May 
single migrant 20 May; Arg | calling L.Gruinart, Islay 
on three nights in May; Clyde 1m Castle Semple L. in 


| May & Gartloch Pool in Jun. 


Second for Is of May; seventh in 20th century for M&N. 


Corncrake Crex crex 


' First Garden House, Coll Arg 13 Apr; Claddach, N.Uist 
' OH 16 Apr; Is of May & High 6-7 May; Fair Is 4 Jun. 


Singing birds 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 
* Orkney 6 20 39 44 21 
) Lewis OHeb 106 89 96 104 114 
Harris OHeb 4 7 8 5 5 
; N.Uist OHeb 66 51 53 66 78 
| Benbecula OHeb 17 19 23 Dif 45 
- $.Uist OHeb 50 49 58 80 62 
( Barra/Vatersay OH 26 40 44 58 74 
Skye, High 8 9 9 21 23 
Canna, High 3 7 0 0 0 
Rum & Muck High 2 1 0 0 0 
Eigg High 1 2 0 0 0 
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Singing birds 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 
Tiree Arg 111 126 140 117 136 
Coll Arg 20 25 37 40 42 
Mull & Iona+ Arg 5 4 5 7 8 
Colonsay/Oronsay A 10 6 12 8 8 
Islay Arg 9 13 14 7 17 
Total 446 463 537 583 637 


Numbers increase for the fourth successive year, a 9% increase over 
the 1996 total. This is 18% higher than the 540 of the last full census 
in 1993. This is encouraging because it coincides with the widespread 
implementation of the RSPB/SNH/SCU Corncrake conservation 
programme. Although there was a significant decline on Orkney, 
Egilsay managed to maintain its 7 birds. The decline in S.Uist was 
suprising given the level of support from local crofters. The reasons 
for both these declines is unknown, but mirrors the decline on Tiree 
in 1996. The increases on Vatersay & Barra were partly attributed to 
the fencing of herb-rich meadows during the summer. The reasons for 
the increases on Benbecula are not known, Numbers on Tiree 
returned to the 1995 level with good vegetation growth for the birds 
in April & May. Numbers on Coll have more than doubled since the 
RSPB acquired their reserve in 1991, numbers having risen from 6 to 
28 calling birds. In Sutherland a bird was reported from Scourie and 
another six at Durness where chicks were also seen. & birds were also 
confirmed in northern Caithness. 

Corncrake Newsletter 1998. RSPB, SCU & SNH. 
Elsewhere: High 4mm Ardnamurchan, | Canna in Jun, 
6-8mm Durness, 1-2 Scourie with singles Dulnain Bridge, 
Kirkhill, Clashnessie & Stoer; NE 1 Stuartfield May/ 
Jun; Clyde Is calling 3 sites Arran; Arg 2 calling Lunga, 
also 2 Jura & 1 Southend. 
Few autumn birds with singles Shet (3), Fair Is (3), OHeb 
(3), Arg (3) and Arran. Last | Fair Is 28 Sep. 


Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 
Winter max: 25 Birnie L. F, 19 Craigluscar Res. F in Jan; 
18 Kinneil Forth in Feb; 24 Brightons Forth in Mar. 


Breeding: Sites Pairs Broods Juvs MBS 
Shet 1 2 ? ? - 
Ork 11 14 ? 2 - 
High 7 9 1 2 : 
P&K 1 10 7 >12 72 
Fife 15 >38 38 62 1:77, 
Forth 6 10 3 7 28) 
Loth 13 37. 15 6 2.00 
Bord 76 128 63 144 2.29 
Clyde 58) 153 - - - 
Ayr 14 27 9 28 3.1 
D&G 1 6 d : 2 


First young were noted: D&G on 15 Apr; Ayr 30 Apr; 
High 31 May; Bord 4 Jun; & Arg 7 Jun. 

M&N seen 17 sites in season, proved to breed at 11 sites; 
NE 53-57prs at 31 sites in Inland Water Suvey, 12 nests 
Strathbeg; P&K after 7 first broods Strathallan, 3 had 
second broods (unusual); Bord many early nests washed 
out, 14prs along 5km of R.Tweed at Coldstream. 

Max autumn/winter: 18 Yetholm L. B in Sep; 39 Union 
Canal L and 34 L.of Strathbeg in Sep; 38 Brightons and 
35 Merryton Clyde during Nov; 36 Cally L. D&G and 
26 Birnie L. in Dec. 
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Coot Fulica atra 

Winter: c.16 Shet Jan-Mar where usually 3-7 birds. 
Max counts: 650 L.Gelly F, 620 Gartmorn Res. Forth, 
550 Linlithgow L. L, 383 Lindores F, 297 L.of Menteith 
Forth, 270 Carlingwark D&G in Jan; 1,160 Clyde 
WeBS in Feb. 


Breeding: sites prs broods young MBS 
Shet 1 1 0 0 - 
Ork 8 13 ? - - 
M&N 10 20 - 

NE 21 44 >4 - 

P&K 2 12 ? 14 - 
Fife 16 >61 51 174 3.41 
Loth 17 74 46 >42 2.62 
Bord 63 281 103 286 2.78 
Clyde 62 225 - 318 1.80 
Ayr 13 29 5 ll 2.20 


First young: Clyde 21 Apr; Bord 22 Apr; Ork 28 Apr. 
Fife only 55 young fledged from 123 small young at 
Lindores & Kilconquhar. 

Autumn/winter: 300+ Milton L. D&G in Aug; 425 
Lindores & 351 Linlithgow L. in Sep; 478 Strathbeg NE 
in Oct; 1,602 Clyde WeBS &111 Martnaham L. Ayr in 
Noy; 1,010 L.Gelly in Dec. 


*Crane Grus grus 

12 in spring, 2 probably summered. 

2 Drum Hollistan H 19 Apr; 2 Crimond & Strathbeg NE 
24-28 Apr; 2 L.Fellet H 27 Apr-8 May;1 Noss Shet 6 
May;1 Fair Is 10-13 May; 4N Westray Ork 16 May 
probably same as 4 N.Ronaldsay Ork & 4 Fleck Shet 
on 23 May later seen Shet. 

1 summered St.Kilda OH 8 May-17 Sep. 1 Wastlee 
Moor, Hoy Ork 27 Jul. 

The St.Kilda bird predated Great Skua nests ! 

Photo of Fleck bird in Shetland Bird Report 1997. 


Oystercatcher Haemtopus ostralegus 

Main site counts: 28,485 Solway WeBS D&G & 2,091 
M&N coast in Jan; 9,927 Highland Firths WeBS H, 
4,915 S.Forth L, 4,139 Clyde Est. Clyde, 1,000 Udale 
Bay H in Feb. Feb rather than Jan peak this year. 
Smaller counts Mar & Apr with dispersal inland. 

961 Gullane-Berwickshire shore L/B 2 Feb. 

Inland singles Jan in NE 2 Feb; M&N, Loth (2), Bord (2) 
with 9 R.Tay at Scone P&K 16 Jan. A few singles Fair 
Is (2) & Shet (5) with 17 Whalsay Shet 12 Jan. 
Firstinland P&K, Bord & Forth 5-8 Feb; M&N & Clyde 
9-10 Feb; Loth 16 Feb; Ayr 24 Feb; High 22 Feb. 
Main arrival N& W Isles 18-22 Feb, peaks: 52 L.Hosta, 
N.UIst OH 9 Mar; 140 Catfirth Shet 13 Mar; 165 Fair 
Is 22 Mar; 150 L.of Bochan Ork 28 Mar. 
Non-coastal flocks: 500 Craigforth Forth 22 Feb; 215 
Miltonduff M&N 23 Feb; 400+ L.Monzieviart P&K 24 
Feb; 900 R.Tay at Perth P& K 25 Feb; 65 Rosebury L 26 
Feb; 202 Aberfeldy P&K 2 Mar; 72 Endrick Mouth 
Clyde 3 Mar; 400 Broomhill H 5 Mar; 116 Horseburgh 
B 26 Mar. Flocks smaller than usual in S. 
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Breeding: OHeb 49prs N.Uist study area; High 95prs 
Eigg (89), only moderate success due to Rats, 53prs Inshj 
Marshes (30), 18prs Handa (16); M&N decline) 
Longmorn farmland; P&K 46prs Strathallan (58); Is of; 
May 28prs (23), but little success; Fife 8prs Eden Est., 
mixed success; Forth 10prs/km? Doune (17); Bord} 
9br20 (MBS 2.2) noted, 12prs Gala Water WBS (15), 
long season in Leithen study with most nests washed out| 
& late chick 17 Jul; Arg 57prs Coll reserve (65), 22prs} 
L.Gruinart, Islay (18) & 11 prs Sanda Is.; Clyde Is 35prs, 


Machrie, Arran; Clyde 97prs at 45 sites noted with) 


8br15 (MBS 1.9), 12prs Carstairs Hospital, 1 1 prs Biggar) 


Water; Ayr 105prs at 19 sites + 4br8 including 18prs| 
Horse Is. (18), 3prs Ailsa Craig. | 
Roof-top nests noted M&N(4), Fife, Bord (1) & Clyde} 
(3). The 38 roof nests studied in Aberdeen NE produced 


100 eggs (MCS 2.6), hatched 60 chicks of which 36) 


fledged: 6 chicks fell off, 3 were eaten by corvids, the 
remaining disappeared. First young seen: 1 May Bord. 
Max southbound passage: 480 Millsands Ork 24 Jul: 
Machrihanish Arg 106 (4hrs) 31 Jul & 1,180 (6hrs) 10 
Aug. Also max 125 Fair Is 8 Aug. | 
Autumn/winter counts: 7,443 S.Forth in Sep; 15,504 


Highland Firths, 4,860 Clyde Est., 2,000 Eden Est EF. 


1,990 M&N coast in Oct; 21,291 Solway, 19,700 High- 
land Firths, 4813 S.Forth & 4,781 Clyde Est. in Dec. 


Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta | 
1 Starnafin NE 11-13 May, 2 there on 13 May & 3 there 
20 May when 3 flew S Girdleness NE. 


* Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus ; 
1 Gruinart Flats, Islay Arg 23-24 May; 1 S.Ness, Foulg 
Shet 5 Aug. Two records in one year is most unusual} 


| 
* Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius | 
1 L.of Strathbeg NE 27-29 Apr; ad Musselburgh if 
29 Apr-4 May with 2 there 1 May; 1 Rattray Head NE 
5 May; 2 different ads Musselburgh 10 May; 1 Crimon¢ 
Airfield NE 11 May; 1 Allan Water, above Kinbuck 
Forth 7 Jun. i} 
Breeding: pr bred NE (not at Strathbeg/Rattray) fledg| 
ing single young; pr nested at un-named site in Fife fo; 
second year with an additional ad at the same site. | 

| 


Ad Aberlady L 5 Jul. 
See Oliver, D.W. (1998). Little-ringed Plover, second bredin! 
record for the county. Fife Bird Report 1997: 120. 


Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula ~ 


Jan-Mar max: 434 Highland Firths WeBS H, 313 S.Fortl} ni 


L, 300 Howmore, S.Uist OH, 185 South Ford, S.Uis) 
OH, 149 Clyde Est. Clyde, 113 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg 

101 Oronsay Arg in Jan; 115 Vallay Strand, N.Uist OF 
in Feb. 168 along Gullane-Berwickshire rocky shore iT 
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R.D.Murray [Ed] 


5 Mar; M&N, High & Forth 10-16 Mar. 

Spring passage peaks: 300 Ythan Est. NE, 150 L.Paible, 
N.Uist OH, 148 L.Indaal, Islay Arg in Apr; 658 
Goosepools F, 500 Eden Est. F, 302 Aberlady L., 200 
L.Gruinart, 150 Ordais, Lewis OH, 150 Bogside Ayr & 
1,375 Solway WeBS D&G (9 sites) & 124 Lossiemouth 
M&N in May. 

Breeding: Fair Is 17 prs (17); OHeb 35 nests in N. Uist 
study area; High 8prs Eigg (7); M&N c.19prs at 8 sites 
with 4prs Cloddach Quarry (5), 4prs Lein laid 7 clutches,2 
hatched but none fledged; NE 6prs on industrial sites 
Aberdeen; P&K 1S5prs at 12 sites; Fife c.18prs at 8 sites 
Oprs Eden Est. of which 5prs hatched 14 juvs, fledging 
losses to floods & predation; Loth 6+prs at 5 sites, 3 
broods fledged, 2 others failed; Bord 18 prs at 10 sites; 
Arg 39prs Colonsay (21), 6prs Coll reserve (13), 3prs 
Sanda Is.; Clyde 14 sites with 29prs, 6br12 noted; Ayr 
12 sites, 21prs with 6br11; D&G 2-4prs Nith at Kirkton. 


Autumn/winter: 850 South Ford, S.Uist, 551 S.Forth, 
385 Dipple shore Ayr, 350 Goosepools & 205 Outer 
Tay Est. F in Aug; 358 Barassie Ayr in Sep; 507 
Highland Firths , 300 Ardivachar, 158 L.Gruinart, Islay 
' Arg in Oct; 500 South Ford, S.Uist & 195 Clyde Est. 
in Nov; 635 (5 sites) N.Uist OH & 482 Highland Firths 
in Dec. 


Dotterel Charadrius morinellus 

First Newmains B 11 Apr; OHeb 20 Apr; P&K and Ayr 
26-17 Apr; Ork, M&N, D&G, NE & Loth 3-11 May; 
Fair Is & Shet 15-17 May. Main movement 7-12 May 
with just a single trip of >10 seen: 11 Rattray Head NE 
_ 11 May. 

Breeding: High stable 11mm Cairngorm plateau study 
} area, 5 Meal Gorm in May, m+brl Creag Rainich, 
)» m+br3 Sron Liath, m+br1 Sgurr Ruaidhe; M&N pr 
' Carn Lochan in May, 27 there 6 Aug; NE 10 upland site 
| in late May, 8 another site in late Aug, while no specific 
| breeding records noted, the favourable weather allowed 
reasonable success; Arg distraction display from pr 
! N.Argyll site late Jun. 

| Autumn: still on hills to late Aug (above). 1 juv Fair Is 
25 Aug, the only autumn record away from the hills. 


i * American Golden Plover Pluvialis dominica 
‘ 1 North Boisdale, S.Uist OH 2-3 Oct. 
( Second for Outer Hebrides, last there in 1990. 


i 1 Lowish numbers, but better in N&W while on passage. 
rat } Site peaks of 849 S.Forth L, 405 Culross F, 300 Troon 
Ayr & 300 Bu Sands Ork in Jan; 1,500 Gosford L, 300 
) Ythan Est. NE, 400 Gyle L & 200 Machrins, Colonsay 
| Arg in Feb; 350 Nutland Ork in Mar; 2,500 The Reef, 
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Swart Holm, Holm Ork, 500 St.Fergus NE, 500 Rattray 
NE, 400 Drimore, S.Uist OH, 330 L.Gruinart, Islay 
Arg, 313 N.Ronaldsay Ork & 250 Lugar Ayr in Apr. 
1,057 Gullane-Dunglass L 2 Feb, on rocky shore. 
110W Longhaugh Pt. Clyde 9 May was late. 
"Northern" altifrons-types: 1 Musselburgh L on 1 Feb; 
17 Blairbowie Ayr | Apr; 101 Netherton Clyde 6 Apr; 
max 277 Milltown M&N 10 Apr-10 May; 700 East 
Loch B 20 Apr; 840 Tynehead L 24 Apr. 

First back on/near territory: Bord 2 Feb; M&N 9 Mar; 
Shet 13 Mar; NE 7 Apr. 

Breeding: Ork 20prs Birsay Moors/Cottascarth20prs 
Rousay; OHeb 18prs N.Uist; High none Ben Bhuide, 
Eigg (1),first time in 12 years; M&N 13prs in Ladder 
Hills (3 1-km squares) in survey, 17prs in 12 other 1-km 
squares; NE noted 16 sites; P&K noted 9 sites, first 
young 4 Jun; Fife pr lingered showing signs but no proof 
of breeding at Gartary; Loth 3prs at 2 site, juvs seen at 
one; Bord 24 birds reported at 8 sites; Arg 6 sites; Clyde 
Is bred Creag-na-Iolare, Arran; Clyde just lpr noted; 
Ayr 5prs at 2 sites, 2br2 noted. 

Autumn/winter peaks more normal: 1,500 N.Ronaldsay, 
850 Blackness Forth, 512 Musselburgh L in Aug; 
2,270 Ythan Est., 1,200 Whinnyfield NE, 1,086 Troon 
& 1,000 Spiggie Shet in Sep; 3,500 Holm Ork, 3,000 
Freuch D&G, 2,000 Drums NE, 1,400 Tankerness Ork 
in Oct; 4,500 Aberlady, 2,200 Eden Est., 1,800 L.Ryan 
D&G, 1,200 Fetlar Shet, 1,000 Blackness L & 1,000 
Folly L. B in Nov; 5,000 Strathbeg NE, 2,000 Twat 
Ork, 1,000+ Clachan, N.Uist OH & 1,000 Prestwick 
Ayr in Dec. 

Note better numbers N.Isles & E in late year period. 


Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 

Area & site max: 390 Tyninghame L, 320 Eden Est. F 
& 150 Gosford L in Jan; 531 Solway WeBS D&G (11 
sites), 423 Aberlady L & 114 Nairn & Culbin Bars 
M&N in Feb; 655 Eden Est. & 247 South Ford, S.Uist 
OH in Mar; 450 Aberlady in Apr; 230 Caerlaverock 
D&G in May. 

Jan-Apr max elsewhere: Ork 2, 23 High, 10 NE, Forth 
12, Arg 4, Clyde Is 1, Clyde 4 & Ayr 5. 

1 inland Baron's Haugh Clyde 4 Jan is unusual. 
Summering: 44-48 Aberlady L in Jun-Jul but just 2 
Eden Est. 

Poor autumn: first 1 Fintry Bay, Cumbraes Clyde Is on 
19 Jul & L.Indaal, Islay Arg 22 Jul. OHeb 29 Jul; M&N, 
NE & Forth 1-8 Aug; D&G, Fife & Ayr 11-17 Aug. 
Autumn/winter peaks: 544 Eden Est., 364 Aberlady in 
Aug; 350 Gosford L in Sep; 50 L.Indaal, Islay & 20 
Dornoch Firth H in Oct; 466 Eden Est. in Nov; 4888 
Solway WeBS, 390 Aberlady & 220 South Ford, S.Uist 
in Dec. Max autumn/winter in Shet 1, Ork 12, M&N 8, 
Forth 5, Clyde Is 2, Clyde 3, Ayr 3. 
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Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 

Counts: 1,300 Doonfoot Ayr, 1,200 Dunglass B, 800 
Bogside Ayr & 650 S.Ronaldsay Ork in Jan; 1,122 
Ythan Est. NE, 1,080 Aberlady L, 1,000 Strathbeg NE, 
858 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg, 720 Skinflats Forth & 500 
Balranald, S.Uist OH in Feb. 

Good Jan numbers inland: 200 Lees B, 122 Strathclyde 
L. Clyde, 35 Scone P&K, 30 Dulnain H, 26 Bavelaw L. 
The wintering birds obscured the first returnees to 
breeding habitats: but signs of return: Ayr 29 Jan; M&N 
2 Feb; Forth & Bord 10 Feb; NE 11 Feb; Fife 18 Feb. 
Largest inland Feb/Mar flocks: 150 Mochrum L. Ayr 29 
Jan; 1,080 Carsebeck P&K 1 Feb; 175 Birnie L. F 18 
Feb; 1,180 Strathallan P&K 22 Feb; 400 Insh Marshes 
H 23 Feb; 480 Dell of Killiehuntly H 25 Feb; 600 
Invertomie H 28 Feb; 335 Biggar Water floods B 4 Mar; 
200 Drainie M&N 6 Mar. 

Breeding: Shet stable 8-10prs Foula; Fair Is 7prs (7); 
Ork 10prs Hoy reserve (7), 15+ broods N.Ronaldsay, 
32prs Egilsay reserve; OHeb 85prs in N.Uist study 
area; High 1 1Oprs Insh Marshes (88); NE 1 8prs Strathbeg 
fledged only 5 young due to fox & corvid predation; 
P&K 190prs Strathallan (215) with poor weather again 
causing mortality; Forth 9prs CBC Doune (6), 20prs 
Braes of Doune, 19prs Devon WBS; Fife 15prs 
Dumbarnie fledged just 2 young, corvids again!, 9prs 
Goosepools made 9 nesting attempts & reared 19 young 
of which 10 fledged; Loth 8prs Aberlady (10) reared 6 
broods; Bord 27br61 noted, MBS 2.26 (2.37), late 
season with re-lays, still downy young 6 Jul; Arg 
232prs L.Gruinart, Islay (221) with poor productivity, 
116prs Coll reserve (109), 91% of nest failure at eggs 
stage related to corvid predation, 30prs Rhunahaorine 
Pt.; Clyde 247prs noted 56 sites, including 8br15, 39prs 
Biggar Water marshes; Ayr 80+prs from 18 sites with 
6br17, MBS 2.8 (3.5) noted, 20prs Netherwood. 

First young Ork 3 May; M&N 23 May; Bord 27 May; 
D&G, Bord 3 Jun. 

The poor weather seems to have lowered success rates 
generally and prolonged the season with re-lays. 


Scottish Bird Report 1997 | 


a _-  _Lapwings \ 
_— Paul Collin 7 
P= ~-Z_ Dumfries & Galloway | ! 

i Bird Report yi 


Post-breeding flocks,: 40 Earlshall F 10 Jun; 35 Bavelaw, 
L 13 Jun. 198 Airds Moss Ayr 29 Jun; 420 Smiddyhill) 
B & 389 Folly L. B 3 Jul. 

Autumn/winter flocks: 3,023 Ythan Est. in Jul; 1,522) 
Eden Est. F, 580 Cloddach M&N in Aug; 3,590 Ythe 
Est., 1,200 Bogside Ayr in Sep; 1,678 Highland Firths),__ 
H in Oct; 3,986 Solway WeBS D&G, 3,417 Clyde Est...) 
1,930 Aberlady, 1,045 L.Indaal/Gruinart, Islay Arg, i, 
1,000 S.Ronaldsay Ork & 1,000 Folly L. in Nov; 2,509) 
Forth Est. Forth, 2,400 Strathbeg & 1,680 Ythan Est. in 
Dec. 
Good numbers inland into Nov. Fewer Dec, best flocks! 
300 Milltimber NE, 250 Drumoak NE, 250 Merrytonjy , 
Clyde, 42 N.Craig Res. Ayr & 35 Scone P&K. 


Knot Calidris canutus | 
Best site counts: 9,408 Highland Firths H, 8,320 Solway), 
WeBS D&G, 5,380 Forth Est. Forth, 3,867 S.Forth Lif i 
1,957 Findhorn Bay M&N, 900+ Ruddon's Pt. F, 420 th 
Troon Ayr & 400 Ythan Est. NE in Jan; 7,083 Nai | 
Culbin Bars M&N, 6,054 Highland Firths, 2,580 S.Forth) — 
& 2,500 Largo Bay F in Feb; 2,342 S.Forth in Mar. | lit 
Best Jan-Apr counts elsewhere: Shet 7, Ork 107, OHet” ¥/ 
23, Arg 26, Clyde 7 & Bord 8. Most birds left by latd) |? 
Mar. Last M&N and Ayr 5-8 May; Fife, NE & Fair Is 1 1] Me 
15 May; Arg 17 May; Shet & High 21-25 May. | bi 
Few in Jun/early Jul in Shet (2), Ork (3) & High but u : i 
| 
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to 27 Musselburgh L & 25 Aberlady L may have \\; 
summered. ; 
First Ork 6 Jul; Ayr & OHeb 13-16 Jul; Shet & Fife - 
Jul; M&N, Arg & High 22-24 Jul; Clyde, Clyde Is 6 c iy 
Bord 11-16 Aug;:D&G 27 Aug. all 
Max Aug-Dec: 316 Musselburgh, 115S Peterhead NE " ; 
in Aug; 1,200 Crombie Pt. F, 480 Findhorn Bay, 344%) Wy 
Barassie Ayr in Noy; 4,750 Solway, 1,898 Highlan¢ Ww 
Firths, 1,777 S.Forth, 1,400 Forth Est., 1 2300 Goosepaay 4 
F, 900 Nairn/Culbin Bars in Dec. 

Inland records: | Endrick Mouth Clyde 9-11 Aug 
another 28 Aug; 1 Gladhouse Res. L 17 Oct. 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


Sanderling Calidris alba 
Few in Jan/Mar: 350 Howmore, S.Uist OH & 66 Ythan 
Est. NE in Jan; 130 L.Paible, N.Uist OH, 70 Largo Bay 
F & 49 Nairn/Culbin Bars M&N in Feb; 300 Ardivachar, 
~ §.Uist OH &142 Aberlady L in Mar. Elsewhere max: 
Fair Is 1, Ork 8, High 10, Arg 1, Ayr 14. 
Spring max: 200 Aberlady 6 Apr; 225 Stinky Bay, 
Benbecula OH 24 Apr;120 North Bay, S.Uist OH & 
_ 107 Ruddon's Pt. F 5 May; 460 N.Ronaldsay Ork 7 
| May; 280N Aird an Runair,N.Uist OH 14 May; 70 Iona 
Arg 27 May; 50 Rattray NE 9 Jun; 200 Luce Bay D&G 
_ 15 Jun. A few into late Jun. 
First Ork & Ayr 12-13 Jul; Loth 18 Jul; NE 20 Jul; Clyde 
26 Jul; Forth 29 Jul; M&N 30 Jul; Fife 2 Aug. 
, 24 Donmouth NE 20 Jul; 110 Balkenna Ayr 23 Jul; 
_ 136N.Ronaldsay 26 Jul; 49 Lossiemouth M&N 29 Jul; 
» 66 Machrihanish Arg 12 Aug; 180 Rhuba Ardvule, 
_ §.Uist OH 23 Aug; 700 South Ford, S.Uist OH 26 Aug. 
| Autumn/Winter: 124 N.Ronaldsay, 120 Levenmouth F, 
~ 118 Nairn/Culbin Bars & 100 Balmedie NE in Oct; 400 
/ Eochar, S.Uist OH, 250 St.Andrews F & 170 Ardivachar 
» in Nov. Max Dec count: 80 Nairn/Culbin Bars. 


- * Semi-palmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla 
| Ist-s/ad Eves Howe, Deerness Ork 25 Jul. 
i Second for Shetland, fourth for Scotland. 


- * Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri 

| Ist-s/ad Musselburgh L 9-23 Aug, but probably present 
from 25 Jul. Also seen Aberlady Bay L 21-24 Aug & 

= Gosford Bay L 24 Aug. 


Third for Scotland, sixth for Britain. 

-See Andrews, I.J. (1997). The Western Sandpiper in Lothian. 
i Birding World 10:302-304. Andrews, I.J. (1998) Western Sandpiper 
at} at Musselburgh, August 1997. Lothian Bird Report 1997: 103-106. 

Photos: Birding Scotland 1:39, Birding World 10:471 & British 
in) Birds 91:486. 


on 

, Little Stint Calidris minuta 

te) Good spring, especially in May. 3 Goosepools F 5 May; 

ie, 1 L.Paible, N.Uist OH 11 May; 1 L.of Strathbeg NE 18- 

s|||| 31 May; 1 Goosepools 17 May; 3 Aberlady L, 1 L.Ordais, 
Lewis OH & 1 Valleyfield F 19 May; 1 Kyle of Durness 


ge Jun Jul Aug ae Oct Nov 
4 1 3 7 1 1 

1 2 4 6 

1 1 6 8 3 
6 1 7 

5) 2 
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Very poor autumn. | Musselburgh 9 Jul; 1 Endrick 
Mouth Clyde 13 Jul; 1 Musselburgh 20-26 Jul; 1 Ythan 
Est. NE 26 Jul; 1 Fair Is 28 Jul. 

A few inearly Aug but best numbers late Aug-early Sep, 
mostly singles but best counts: 2 Chanonry Pt. 4 Aug; 
3 Findhorn Bay M&N 24 Aug; 2 Bu L., Stronsay Ork 
30 Aug; 2 Goosepools 5 Sep; 3 Strathbeg 7 Sep; 2 North 
Ronaldsay Ork 8 Sep; 2 Ythan Est. 14-15 Sep & 23 Sep; 
4 Chanonry Pt. 16 Sep. 

1 Creag Maegaidh plateau H 22 Sep was most unusual. 
Few in Oct before last 1 L.Paible, S.Uist OH 7 Nov. 


Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii 

1 Savoch NE 18 May with 2 there 22-24 May & 
different bird 25 May; 1 Musselburgh L 31 May. 
Breeding: High 3prs bred at traditional site with 3mm 
on 3 Jun, 2mm on 6 Jun, pr + 2mm displaying 10 Jun. 
Last 2 on 5 Jul. 

1 Funzie, Fetlar Shet 27 Aug, was the only autumn bird. 


*Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 

2 in spring is about normal, but 3 in autumn ts poor. 
Singles L.Mor, Benbecula OH 2 May and N.Ronaldsay 
Ork 2 & 9Jun. 

Juvs Starnafin NE 6-10 Sep & Gladhouse L 19-28 Sep; 
1 N.Ronaldsay 4 Oct. 


Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 


Area May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 
N&W Isles 4 2 - 20 36 1 - 
N Scot - - 1 1 19 2 
NE Scot 1 - - 11 14 2 
E/C Scot - - 1 4 36 - 
SE Scot - - - 8 12 3 
W Scot - - - 3 2 1 
SW Scot - - - 1 11 3 - 
Total 5 2 2 48 130 12 0 
1996 5 5) 2 Sea S89 715 3 
1995 17 4 6 18° «(241 15 


Poor spring: Caerlaverock D&G 23 Apr; 1 L. Oise 

Lewis OH 9 May; | N.Ronaldsay Ork 13 May, 2 there 
14 May; 1 Strathbeg NE 22 May; | Aird an Runair, 
N.Uist OH 26-27 May; 1 N.Ronaldsay 6 Jun; 1 Foula 
Shet 14 Jun. 

1 Chanonry Pt. H 120 Jul; 1 Edenside F 28 Jul. 

A few in early-mid Aug. Movement from 28 Aug-6 Sep 
when 7 South Ford, S.Uist OH 30 Aug; 9 N.Ronaldsay 
1 Sep & 10 on 5 Sep; 11 Skinflats Forth 3 Sep; 4 L.of 
Strathbeg 5 Sep; 3 Guardbridge F 6 Sep; 4 Edenside F 
11 Sep & 6 Dornoch Pt. H 13 Sep. 

Numbers rapidly tailed-off in Sep with last singles 
Lossie Est. M&N 3 Oct, Sandwick Shet 11 Oct; 
Musselburgh L 18-20 Oct, Browhouses D&G 20 Oct 

L.Gruinart, Islay Arg 30 Oct 

Numbers suggest a poor breeding season with better 
early numbers in Aug but much poorer thereafter. 
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Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima 

Declines noted M&N, Fife & NE coast although decline 
in SE seems to have stabilised at much lower level. 
Best counts: 189 Newark Bay Ork, 185 Rosehearty 
shore NE, 150 Birsay Ork, 145 Stinky Bay, Benbecula 
OH, 108 Highland Firths H, 103 Lossiemouth M&N, 
111 Girdleness NE, 88 Portgordon shore M&N & 7 
Stranraer D&G in Jan; 100 Aird an Runair, N.Uist OH, 
100 Gullane to Berwick L/B (87), 47 Seafield L in Feb; 
156 Ardrossan shore Ayr, 138 Rosehearty, 106 Ayr 
Ayr,50 Peterhead NE in Mar; 100 Mousa Shet in Apr; 
246 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 94 Whalsay Shet, 63 Seafield & 
57 Fife Ness F in May. 

Note northwards shift of largest counts in spring. 

Last Clyde Is, Bord & Arg 6-24 Apr; M&N 1 May; Fife 
5 May; Ayr 11 May; Fair Is, Shet, NE, Ork & Loth 21- 
29 May. Last 4 St.Kilda OH 4 Jun. 

Breeding: High 3prs bred traditional site: 2prs + broods 
with ad in distraction display. 

First back | Foula Shet 9 Jul; Fair Is & Ork 13 Jul; Is of 
May 19 Jul; NE 2 Aug; Bord 23 Aug; Loth 13 Sep; Arg, 
Ayr & Fife 24-31 Oct. 

68 Is of May 19 Jul; 52 N.Ronaldsay 7 Aug; 116 
Girdleness, 77 Vera Is, S.Uist OH, 65 Longannet- 
Ruddon's Pt F & 54 St.Andrews F in Nov; 375 Papa 
Westray Ork, 130 Colliston NE, 127 LossiemouthM&N, 
98 Highland Firths, 97 Portgordon, 62 Kinnaird Head 
NE, 60 Seafield, 35 Fetlar Shet, 30 Eyemouth B, 24 Ayr 
& 23 Southerness D&G in Dec. 


Dunlin Calidris alpina 

Site max: 12,876 Solway WeBS D&G, 11,060 Highland 
Firths H, 3,120 Skinflats Forth, 2,680 Findhorn Bay 
M&N, 2,800 Portgavie P&K, 2,000 South Ford, S.Uist 
OH, 1,672 Clyde Est. Clyde, 1,585 Ythan Est. NE, 
1,500 Tyninghame L & 1,244 Eden Est. F in Jan; 9,134 
Highland Firths, 6,640 Nairn/Culbins Bars M&N, 3,600 
Kinneil Forth, 2,082 S.Forth L in Feb; 1,850 Nairn/ 
Culbin Bars & 1,012 S.Forth in Mar. 

Elsewhere max: Shet 127, Ork 440, Bord 11, Arg 263 & 
Ayr 510. 

Passage: 6,040 Solway WeBS in May. 

Breeding: Ork 48prs Hoy (43) & S5prs at 3 other sites; 
OHeb 32 nests in study area N.Uist; M&N 9prs Ladder 
Hills; P&K 6prs at 2 sites, young seen; Forth 1pr+2 
birds Glen Ogle; Arg I pr L.Gruinart, Islay (4), 3pr Coll 
reserve (1), 15 birds at 2 sites Colonsay; Ayr prs at 
L.Finlas & L.Doon. 

2,178 Clyde Est. & 2,000 Chanonry Pt. Hin Nov; 10,321 
Highland Firths, 8,740 Solway, 7,644 Forth Est. Forth, 
6,000 Kinneil, 3,700 Findhorn Bay, 2,846 Nairn/Culbin 
Bars, 1,800 Eden Est., 1,649 S.Forth & 1,300 South 
Ford, S.Uist in Dec. 


Scottish Bird Report 1997 


* Buff-breasted Sandpiper 7ryngites subruficollis 
1 in spring, 7 in autumn. 

1 L.Stiapavat, Lewis OH 5-6 Jun was seen displaying to! 
a Redshank. 


3 Quendale Shet 14-19 Sep, later moved to Spiggie Shet| 
22 Sep; 1 Foula Shet 16 Sep; 2 Whinnyfold NE 27 Sep; 


1 Foula 6-7 Oct. 


| 


Ruff Philomachus pugnax 


Fewer than usual: 6 Musselburgh L Jan-Apr; 3 Nairn 


Bar M&N 12 Jan;1 Balivanich, Benbecula OH 14 Jan; 


1 Valleyfield F 14 &20 Jan; 1 Tankerness Ork 4 Feb; 4} | 


Ythan Est. NE 15 Feb; 1 Whalsay Shet 20 Mar and 1 
Kinneil Forth 28 Mar. Very light spring passage, only 
singles except for 3 Strathbeg NE 28 Apr. 
Pr displayed L.of Hillwell Shet 26-27 May. 


J. FEF MAM: -J J Av S\O "ND 
N & WIs. 1 eel i BE Gh Cals BIO) aa eee = 
N Scot - - - SH pea ene ee Maluken aac a | 
NE Scot) 30040 =o 2 4 942081 4 
E/C Scot 1 aie elite WD nhnasl en Ramee Dae SI OD ae | 
SEiScot 6 (Or 60 ioral =n 2 2 4616 40 3 
WScot - Shy at Dues ail nS Oia OO ve eens ee 
SW Scot - SUS Ie AD CER Slane 


1997 11 11 8 16 8 3 
1996 20 ASS 2S Ga 4aaO, 
1995 NMsye Ushi (CO) UALS 23} 
NB numbers very approximate & minimal, especially Aug/Sep. 
A few returned in Jul/early Aug but main influx mid-Auj 


12 468 703 50 7 2; 
827091 B76) LIAS ees 


on E.coast & N.Isles late Aug/early Sep. 27 Slains - i 


15 Aug; 27 Musselburgh 19 Aug; 72 Stronsay Ork, 3 


Exnaboe Shet, 24 Eden Est. F, 15 Skinflats Forth, 147 


2 Str Oi) ae ] 
ji 


2 11.187 658 132° 23. 23m 


Fair Is 30 Aug; 91 Eves Howe Ork 31 Aug; 92 Ringast| 


Shet, 27 Brake Shet 3 Sep; 127 Grindigar Ork 4 Sep) 


106 Strathbeg 6 Sep; 21 Ythan Est. NE & 16 Kintore NI 
14 Sep; 25 Herston Ork 2 Oct. 
A few in Nov: | Findhorn Bay 7 Nov; 3 Ythan 14 No} 
& 1 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg 21 Nov. 

The wintering population has virtually vanished: just | 
Musselburgh in Dec. c.24 in '90, 9 in '94. 


Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus 


c.87 noted Jan-Apr, mostly 1-2 birds: Shet 10, Ork 37) 


OHeb 2, High 5, M&N 5, NE 3, Fife 8, Forth 3, Loth 7 


{ 
Arg 2, Clyde 27, Ayr 10 & D&G 3. | i 
\ 


Records >2 birds: 4 Hogganfield L. Clyde & 3 Cat 
Braes Clyde i in Jan; 7 Littleton Res. Clyde in Feb; | 


Cunning Park Ayr, 3 Grangemouth Forth, 3 Paisle) \\y, 


Moss Clyde & 3 East Kilbride Clyde in Mar; 3 Kilmacoli 
Clyde in Apr. | 
Little sign of passage with last birds Loth, D&G, Ayr ¢ 
Forth in Mar; M&N, Clyde, High & Fair Is 9-17 oa 1 
Shet 1 May; Ork 15 May. 
Singles Alva Moss Forth 22 May & 1 Port Henderson ) 
15-30 May were unusually late, outwith the N.Isles. 

Autumn arrival: First NE 21 Aug; Shet 6 Sep; Ayr, Ot 


& Is of May 19-28 Sep; M&N, High, Clyde Is & Clyd) 


| 


14 
NGly 
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4-7 Oct; Ork, Arg, Fife & Loth 27-28 Oct; Forth 1 Nov. 
Best passage counts: 5 Foula Shet 4 & 14 Oct; 6 Fetlar 
Shet 8 Oct; 5 Strathbeg NE 9 Oct; 10 Fair Is 14 Oct; 5 
Curlingmire Clyde 27 Oct; 
- ¢€.134 birds Nov-Dec: Shet 13, Fair Is 2, Ork 7, OHeb 2, 
- High 1, M&N 20, Fife 13, Forth 6, Loth 2, Arg 6, Clyde 
+ Is 1, Clyde 52 & Ayr 9. 
Best counts: 19 Scart Marsh Clyde, 11 Kilmacolm, 9 
_ Littelton Res., 8 Curlingmire, 7 Foula, 4 Cocklehill F, 3 
| Cathkin Braes, 3 Estwick Shet, 3 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 3 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 
| 
| 


L.Flemington M&N and 3 L.of the Lowes Ayr in Nov; 
’ 9Kingsteps Pool M&N, 5 Grangemouth, 5 Kilnconquhar 
F, 4 Nairn Bar M&N, 3 Culbin Bar in Dec. 


Snipe Gallinago gallinago 

_ Max counts: 180 Troswick Shet, 140 Bogside Ayr, 86 
) | Foveran Burn NE, 40 Aberlady L, 33 Widewall Bay, 
-. §.Ronaldsay Ork, 30 Fair Is & 28 Grangemouth Forth 
 inJan; 27 Barnyards F in Feb; 150 Cunning Park Ayr, 60 
| Dun Moss F, 40 L.of Hillwell Shet, 27 New Cumnock 
» Ayr in Mar; 74 West Grimnish, S.Uist OH, 67 
- N.Ronaldsay Ork, 40 Foula Shet and 32 Oronsay Arg 
in Apr; 55 Balemore/Carnish, N.Uist OH 2 May. 
’ Breeding: Fair Is 17mm (17); M&N 4 sites; NE noted 
| 15 sites; High 50% drop to 198prs Insh Marshes (297) in 
2 years, 33prs Eigg croftland (15), 12prs Handa; P&K 
tp | 11 sites; Fife 5 sites,br2 seen Oakley; Forth 7 sites; Loth 
i ‘4 at3 sites, again none Aberlady; Bord 40mm at 21 sites, 
i) 3mm Hule Moss (6); Arg 64pr L.Gruinart (32+), 30 
if Colonsay (52), 112 Coll (73); Clyde 31mm at 17 sites, 
sti’ 4 Endrick Mouth & 4 Biggar Water; Ayr 29 displayed at 
en 11 sites, 6+ L.Doon; D&G disappeared around Bankend. 
\E First chipping OHeb 23 Feb & Ork 11 Mar; first display 

»M&N 12 Apr & Clyde 25 Apr; first nest NE 21 Apr; first 
a young Bord 3 Jun. 

’ Passage: 56 New Cumnock 3 Aug; 18S Machrihanish 
lh Arg 8 Aug; 33 Strathbeg NE 17 Aug; 90 Fair Is 28 Aug; 
/ 200 Foula, 30 Endrick Mouth Clyde & 25 Kirkton D&G 
_| 26-29 Sep; 100 Fair Is 4 Oct; 160 Foula, 100 Fair Is, 24 
'Carsebeck P&K, 83 Clyde WeBS & 32 Gartmorn Res. 
ki Forth 16-20 Oct; 54 Black L. Ayr 27 Oct; 100 Brow 
ii], Shet 2 Nov; 120 Fair Is on 11 Nov. 

Winter max: 156 New Cumnock, 70 Munnoch Res. Ayr, 


'54 Scart Marsh Clyde, 40 L.Sanday, N.Uist OH & 33 


‘Black Hill M&N in Noy; 88 Nairn/Culbin Bars M&N, 


\k Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus 
V4 Gladhouse Res. L 2-8 Oct. 2nd for Lothian. 
‘Ad Tyninghame L 2-9 Aug accepted by BBRC as 


(|| Dowitcher sp. 
us | 


i 
i 
| 
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Woodcock Scolopax rusticola 

In relatively mild conditions there was little sign of any 
influx from abroad. Max Jan-Feb counts: 200-250 Eigg 
H, 8 Redland, Firth Ork, 4 W.Calrichie H & 4 Possil 
Marsh Clyde in Jan; 5 Hoy Lodge Ork in Feb. 

257 shot Garynahine plantation, Lewis OH in winter 96/ 
97. Elsewhere 1-3 birds Shet 4 records, OHeb 4, M&N 
2, NE 5, Forth 1, Loth 2, Bord 6 & Ayr 4. 

10L.Ba, Mull Arg7 Mar; 50 Fair Is during sheep round- 
up in 21 Mar; 17 in Capercaillie round-up L.Lomond 
islands Clyde 21 Mar; 6 N.Ronaldsay Ork 27 Mar; 
Moderately passage in the N_Isles. 

Breeding: Many reports of large-scale reductions in the 
numbers of birds seen in the summer months. 

First roding High 17 Mar; D&G 27 Mar; Clyde 16 Apr; 
M&N 3 May. High 18 birds at 5 sites, 5 Insh Marshes 
(3) including 1 carrying young 2 Jun, 2 Eigg (2); M&N 
5 sites; NE 10 sites; P&K 3 sites; Fife 4 birds at 3 sites, 
br2 seen Elie 13 Jul; Forth 5 sites; Loth 6 sites; Bord 18 
at 9 sites, 4 Duns Castle (9) & 6 Monteviot; Arg 3 sites 
with 4 roding Colonsay (10); Clyde c.12 at 11 sites; Ayr 
6 at 5 sites; D&G 1-2 Wood of Cree & 4 other sites. 
Passage from mid Oct: 9 Is of May 15 Oct; 4 Fife Ness 
F 21 Oct; 18 N.Ronaldsay Ork & 5 Queenamidda Ork 
27 Oct; 16 Is of May & 6 Girdleness NE 4 Nov; 150+ 
Fair Is 4-7 Nov; 6 Girdleness, 6 N.Ronaldsay, 30 
Montgreenan Ayr & 3 St.Kilda OH 19-28 Nov; 30 
Glenree, Arran Clyde Is 20 Dec; 6 Hirsel B 29 Dec. 


Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 

145 Eden Est.F in Jan, 199 in Mar & max 293 on 11 Apr, 
before 106 in early May. Max 98 Caerlaverock D&G 
Jan-Apr. 60-84 Kinneil Forth Jan-Mar, with 45 in late 
Apr & 30 in early May. 5-13 Longman H Jan/Feb, max 
13 on 16 Jan with 16 on 31 Mar & 9 on 20 Apr. 9 Inver 
Bay H 12 Jan. 


Black-tailed Godwits 
Andrew Stevenson 
Ayrshire Bird Report 
Be ss 
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Elsewhere mostly 1-4 birds recorded Jan-Feb from OHeb 
1, M&N 1, NE 3, Loth 6, Clyde 4 & Ayr 1. 

First birds Arg 19 Mar; Shet 23 Mar; Ork 19 Apr; M&N 
25 Apr. 

Passage: 19 Toab Ork 19 Apr; 213 L.an Eilean, Tiree 
Arg & 18 Musselburgh L 24 Apr; 30 Aird Meadow 
Clyde, 23 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg and 10 Bogside Ayr 
27 Apr; 62 Ardnave L., Islay Arg, 19 Birnie/Gaddon L. 
F & 9 The Meetings Clyde 29 Apr; 85 Cardoness D&G 
& 24 Carsebeck P&K 30 Apr; 10 Baron's Haugh Clyde 
on | May; 62 L.Gruinart, Islay & 16 L.Sandary, N.Uist 
OH 2 May; 29 Alloa Inch Forth 4 May; 9 Baron's 
Haugh 24 May. Max 15 Ythan Est. NE in May; 3-7 L.of 
Banks Ork in Jun. 

Breeding: Shet 4prs, at least 1 reared 3 young; Ork birds 
at 2 sites acting as if young were present, | displaying 
another site; NE 1 displaying at suitable site 13 May. 


Monthly max Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 1,239 S.Forth & 750 South Ford, S.Uist OH in Now { 
Findhorn Bay M&N Pree Pac He are ; ; 1,279 Highland Firths, 500 Bail Iochdrach, N.Uist OH} \) 
ey ae aoe ie ee 5 ee i es 390 Traigh Ear, N.Uist OH, 230 Burghead M&N anjl i 
Musselburgh L oat grt MA 3 1 1 140 St.Peter's Pool Ork in Dec. i 
Bogside Ayr 35 be 1406 1 7 7 Inland: 1 Gladhouse Res..L 6 May; 8 Endrick Mout} \j 
CaerlaverockD&G 49 49 160 244 176 25 Clyde 6 Mar with singles there on 18 Aug, 6 & 9 Seg |) 
Excellent autumn, also: 6 Carsebreck 12 Jul; 8 Kingston 4 Gladhouse 16 Sep. mi 
M&N 2 Aug; 8 Chanonry Pt. H 8 Aug; 64 Lochlea Ayr M 


21 Aug; 10 Donmouth NE 25 Aug; 10 Baron's Haugh 
26 Aug; 19 Girdleness NE 27 Aug; 17S Machrihanish 
Arg (3hrs) 31 Aug; 15 Stronsay Ork 3 Sep; 176 Newbie 
D&G 10 Sep; 13 L.of Stenness Ork 11 Sep; 12 Newshot 
Is. Clyde 12 Sep; 31 Mill Dam of Rango Ork 14 Sep; 14 
Garts Ness Shet 15 Sep; 13 Virkie Pools Shet 17 Sep; 15 
L. of Banks & 13 Scatness Shet 18 Sep; 14 Eves Howe 
Ork 23 Sep; 41 Findhorn 24 Sep; 165 Powfoot D&G 26 


Scottish Bird Report 1997, 


Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica | 
Max counts: 3,787 Highland Firths H, 1,460 Nairn Bar 
M&N & 1,336 S.Forth L in Jan; 4,057 Highland Firths 
& 1,130 Outer Tay F in Feb; 1,341 S.Forth L in Mar} 
Elsewhere area max: Shet 3, Ork 255, OHeb 500; NE 49 
Fife 603, Forth 301, Arg 165, Clyde Is 18, Clyde 12, Ay 


50+, D&G 110. 
Most left end Mar, last Forth 13 Apr; M&N, Shet & 
Clyde 8-11 May; Clyde Is & Ayr 20-21 May; Ork 3 Juni 


1-13 birds summered Tong, Lewis OH; L.Don, Mull 
Arg; Eden Est.; St.Ninian's Bay, Arran Clyde Is; & 


Turnberry Ayr. 30 Mill Sands Ork; 23 L.Paible,N.Uis} 


OH; c.90 S.Forth & 80 L.Indaal, Islay Arg. 


First back NE on 3 Jul; Arg, Fair Is, M&N, Fife & Fortlf 


7-10 Jul; Ayr 25 Jul; Bord 5 Aug. 
350 Newbie D&G in Aug; 1,001 S.Forth, 460 Pettycu 
F & 420 Tayport F in Sep; 734 Highland Firths in Oct 


Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 

1 overwintered N.Ronaldsay Ork, last seen 3 Mar. 

1 Merryton Clyde 16 Mar & Arran Clyde Is 29 Mai 
Then Fife 6 Apr; D&G 8 Apr; OHeb 11 Apr; Arg, Bo | 
and Ork 14-17 Apr; Ayr, Loth, Shet & Fair Is 19-20 Ap} 
NE & Forth 23-24 Apr; M&N 2 May. 


Peak counts: 15 Caerlaverock D&G 27 Apr; 17 Fair ]) 


m 


| 
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30 Apr; 54 N.Ronaldsay | May; 60 West Freuch D& | He 
55 Culkein H, 40N Handa H, 20 Saltcoats Ayr & II) \y 
L.Eye H 2 May; 30 Foula Shet 3 May; 11 Kildonnaiy jj) 
Arran Clyde Is 4 May; 60 Turnberry Pt. Ayr & 2), 
L.Indaal, Islay Arg 5 May; 23 Ythan NE7 May, 40 them) 
12 May; 64 Balkenna Ayr 8 May, with 68 there 10 May in| 
when 25 Port Charlotte, Islay Arg and 10 Skateraw I), 
44 Meadownay Ayr 11 May; 12 Heylipol, Tiree Ar bn 
Whimbrel & A SF *R 
Greater Black-backed Gull . Mae ie 
Dan Powell ite sl on Wete | i | 
See 5 SS Qv Ao } 


Oct. 

Nov/Dec away from main resorts: 6 Longman, 4 Newshot 
Is. & St.Peter's Pool Ork, 3 Ness Mouth H, 2 Tain H and 
singles Aberlady L, L.Gruinart, Islay,West Ferry Clyde 
& Balkenna Ayr. 

Continued improvement in numbers wintering. 


North-east Scotland Bird Report 
es 


- R.D.Murray [Ed] 


12 May; 25 Lamb Holm Ork & 12 Quien L., Bute Clyde 
Ts 21 May. 

Breeding: Ork 14prs Birsay Moors (12), prbred Westray; 
_ High pr held territory NW Sutherland. 

- Summer records Arg (c.12) & High (1). 

_ Passage from mid-Jun, many fewer in W, as usual. 

- 82S Fife Ness F 8 Jul; 13 N.Ronaldsay 12 Jul; 15 
‘| Cardross Clyde, 22 Ordiquhill NE & 8 Fair Is 23-27 Jul; 
11 Boddam Shet 3 Aug; 30 Tyninghame L 10 Aug; 18 

~ Musselburgh L, 13S Ythan & 20 Turnberry 11-14 Aug; 
| 21 Delnies M&N 26 Aug; 15 Skerries Shet 28 Aug; 75 
!) N.Ronaldsay & 20 Lossiemouth M&N 1 Sep. 

- Last OHeb 26 Aug; Is of May, Clyde & Arg 4-10 Sep; 

1) NE & Forth 18-19 Sep; M&N 23 Sep; Bord 27 Sep; Fair 
_ Is30Sep; D&Gand Shet 10-11 Oct; 1 Dunbar L 22 Nov. 
' 1 wintered again N.Ronaldsay. 


‘~ Curlew Numenius arquata 
' Lower numbers than usual with peaks: 2,180 Highland 
ll) Firths H, 1,088 Clyde Est. Clyde, 965 Hound Pt. L , 850 

' Widewall Bay Ork, 785 Ythan Est. NE, 637 Strathbeg 
ll’ NE & 410 Bogside Ayr in Jan; 3,601 Highland Firths, 
1 | 1,336 Barassie Ayr, 870 Eden Est. F & 386 L.Gruinart, 

Islay Argin Feb; 1,127 Wigtown Bay D&G, 875 S.Forth 
=| Lin Mar. 513 along Gullane-Berwick rocky shore L/B 

in Feb. 

Inland: 150 Merryton Clyde & 74 L.of Loiriston NE in 
it)’ Jan First on territory: Clyde, Loth & Bord 22-23 Feb; 
i} High 3 Mar; M&N, D&G 10-11 Mar; NE 19 Mar; Forth 
1), 30 Mar. Max flocks: 178 Merryton 15 Feb; 700 Hightae 

_L. D&G 8 Mar; 144 Rossie Bog F 14 Mar; 80 Cousland 
tl} 1 18 Mar; 210 Cameron Res. F 30 Mar. 

i) Breeding: Fair Is 6prs (8); Ork further drop to 15prs 
‘ll N.Hoy reserve (11), 4+prs N.Ronaldsay; High 135prs 
li Insh Marshes (76); M&N best populated 1-km squares 
il) were Braes of Glenlivet (6prs) & Mill Our (4prs); NE 
he 6prs Spittal at Glen Muick; P&K 12prs Strathallan (25), 
ay 6prs Vane Farm; Fife 26prs noted with 8prs Cleish Hills, 
il) Sprs Cameron Res.; Forth 25prs Severie, 15prs 
t)Drumloist, A4prs Buchany; Loth 13+prs Moorfoot Val- 
‘ley; Bord 11 prs Hule Moss (4), max 26 in E.Loch BBS 
23), 16 in Philhope BBS; Arg 31prs L.Gruinart, Islay 
/(37); Clyde 112prs at 50 sites, 14prs Biggar Water; Ayr 
/46prs at 17 sites. 

First young: D&G 26 May, Ork 4 Jun; Bord 20 Jun. 

; Autumn/Winter counts: 2,193 S.Forth, 1,200 Meikle 

Craigs Ayr, 1,150 Scaur Pt. D&G, 861 Eden Est., 600 

'Valleyfield F, 439 L.Indaal, Islay in Aug; 906 Forth Est. 

Forth, 872 Doonfoot Ayr in Sep; 3,264 Highland Firths 
— | & 1,425 Clyde Est. Clyde in Oct; 900 Widewall Bay & 
3 160 Newark Bay Ork in Noy; 3,191 Highland Firths, 
‘1,235 Clyde Est., 880 Watersound Ork, 835 L.of Harray 
rk, 666 Strathbeg & 589 Valley-field in Dec. 
land: 171 Newmill B in Oct; 170 wintered Merryton & 
18 Polmont Forth in Dec. 
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Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 
Summary: Average spring, good autumn. 


ee eM Ay Mar Jee eA YS One Ne sD 
INGWISiee=, aie ph lei) es 1 BORO molt t= 
N Scot et Sue rae Seng co's Meese Met aie age 
NE|Scoty, = 2 2 de {posta Si abiae tobe [ieee 
H/CScot ll 22 2) Lee See ON i ens) ee 
SE)Scoti- 22). lie Pea ee ot Ve 
WScot - - - - 1 - Lees netee ul 
SW Scot Sel spony dM ee caN lice Sie AD a inl De heal OE aie 
Total LIS Sue Sse seal Sh S4 \ 20i cul Oleic Oie as, 
1996 Dai Ne OVO oO ROR Ro Alea Sle llimur aise 
1995 CO) Pl ree a ale 92 (ey i ba be MLS cate a ILD sa ode a 0) 


1 Skinflats/Kinneil Forth 11 Jan-15 Apr was the only 
wintering bird. 

Spring singles: Caerlaverock D&G; Belhaven L 27 Apr; 
L.of Harray Ork & Strathbeg NE 28 Apr; Fair Is 4 May; 
An Fhoadhail, Tiree Arg 9 May; St.Peter's Pool Ork on 
10 May; N.Ronaldsay Ork 20 May. 

First returnees: 1 Caerlaverock 25 Jun-Aug; | Fair Is on 
5 Jul & 1 Kinneil 16 Jul. Then Loth 4 Aug; Ork 6 Aug; 
Arg 14 Aug; Ayr 21 Aug; M&N, NE & Shet 28-29 Aug; 
Fife & Bord 2-3 Sep. Mostly 1-2 birds but 3 Fetlar Shet 
3 Sep; 3 Strathbeg 8 Sep; max 13 Mill Dam of Rango 
Ork 30 Sep, with 14 on 5 Oct. 

Singles Kinneil 2 Dec; Stenness Ork 4 & 8 Dec; Powfoot 
D&G7 Dec; Brora H 14 Dec; Valleyfield & Goosepools 
F 14 & 26 Dec. 1 wintered Musselburgh, Belhaven & 
Aberlady L in Dec. 


Redshank Tringa totanus 

Max counts: 3,106 Highland Firths H, 1,967 Forth Est. 
Forth, 450 Dipple shore Ayr & 398 Ythan Est. NE in 
Jan: 2,028 Highland Firths, 1,374 Clyde Est. Clyde, 897 
S.Forth L, in Feb; 1,273 Clyde Est. & 500 Maidens Ayr 
in Mar; 896 S.Forth & 687 Eden Est. F in Apr. 

229 Gullane-Berwick rocky shore L/B in Feb. 

Inland records P&K, Loth, Bord & Clyde but wintering 
occurred along R.Clyde Clyde (c.10) & R.Tweed B (11). 
On territory: P&K 2 Mar; Forth 10 Mar; Bord 19 Mar; 
NE & Loth 23 Mar; M&N 1 Apr. 

Breeding Ork 5+prs N.Ronaldsay, 9+prs L.of Banks; 
OHeb 42 nests in N.Uist study; High 93prs Insh Marshes 
(128); P&K 26prs Strathallan (29), Sprs Carsebeck, also 
10 other sites; Fife 4prs Gaddon L.; Loth 7prs Aberlady 
with 2 broods (6), 2prs Bavelaw (6), juv seen Tyninghame; 
Bord 40 birds on territory middle Tweed and lower 
Teviot (46), 46prs at 32 other sites, 4prs West Water 
Res.; Arg 95prs L.Gruinart, Islay (114), 40prs Coll 
reserve (33), 12prs Colonsay (13); Clyde 42prs at 25 
sites, Sprs Biggar Water; Ayr 22prs at 17 sites, 4br8 
noted; D&G 17prs at 4 sites. 

First young: OHeb 22 May; Bord7 Jun; D&G, Clyde and 
High 22-25 Jun. 

First passage late Jun with best totals: 1,967 Forth Est. 
Forth, 1,744 S.Forth in Sep; 3,277 Highland Firths, 
1,996 Clyde Est., 1,655 Tyninghame L & 680 Findhorn 
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Bay M&N in Oct; 955 Eden Est. in Nov; 4,136 Highland 
Firths, 2,374 Solway WeBS D&G, 1,960 S.Forth, 1,445 
Clyde Est., 658 Strathbeg & 557 Dipple Ayr in Dec. 
Inland wintering at Cart-Clyde junction Clyde (105), 
Folly L. B (2) & Lees B (6). 


* Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 

Ad Musselburgh L 18-19 May. 

First for Lothian, eight for Scotland. 

See Thompson, G. (1998). Marsh Sandpiper at Musselburgh, May 
1997. Lothian Bird Report 1997: 100-102. 


Greenshank Tringa nebularia 

64 Jan-Feb birds (65), 1 Ork, 11 OHeb, 7 High, 1 M&N, 
2 P&K, 4 Fife, 11 Loth, 3 Arg, 13 Clyde, 11 Ayr and 
1 D&G. Max: 6 Hunterston Ayr Jan-Mar; 10 Tyninghame 
L & 10 Finlayston Pt. Clyde in Feb. 

Stronger spring passage Mar- early Jun: 12 Shet, 3 Fair 
Is, 22 Ork, 58 High, 7 M&N, 10 NE, 2 P&K, 6 Fife, 4 
Forth, 22 Loth, 3 Bord, 20 Arg, 1 Clyde Is, 20 Clyde &13 
Ayr. Max 4 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg 20 Mar; 6+ Strath 
Brora H 2 Apr; 4 L.Don, Mull Arg 6 Apr; 32 Kinloch, 
Kyle of Tongue H 10 Apr; 4 Kilburnie L. Ayr 14 Apr & 
4 Carnish, N.Uist OH 20 May. 

Breeding: Shet 2 sites; OHeb 3prs N. Uist, flight display 
from 2 Apr; High 8 (with juv) Kyle of Tongue 23 Jun, 
pr bred Strath Brora; P&K 3 sites, 1 site with young; 
Arg probably bred regular site Mull, single seen at 
regular site in N.Argyll in May. 

Passage from mid-Jun, 6S Ordiquhill NE 29 Jun; 7 The 
Mound H 30 Jun; 10 Strathbeg NE 8 Aug; 11 Kinneil 
Forth 9 Aug; 12 Ythan NE 12 Aug; 12 Findhorn Bay 
M&N 20 Aug; 39 Tyninghame L 22 Aug; 12 Eden Est. 
F 26 Aug; 13 Musselburgh L 29 Aug; 10 N.Ronaldsay 
Ork, 10 Fortrose H, 10 Strathbeg & 7 Swansfield B on 
1 Sep; 5 Foula Shet 3 Sep; 17 Ythan 5 Sep; 8 Carstairs 
Clyde 12 Sep; 17 Eden Est. & 13 The Strand, Colonsay 
Arg 16 Sep; 8 Claddach Kirkibost, N.Uist OH 24 Sep; 
13 Finlaystone Pt. 3 Oct; 19 Bogside Ayr in Oct. 

80 Dec birds (47): 1 Ork, 19 OHeb, 6 High, 1 M&N, 4 
Fife, 11 Loth, 20 Arg, 11 Clyde & 7 Ayr. Max 11 Tyning- 
hame, 10 Finlaystone Pt., 6 Kinloch, Mull, 6 Hunterston 
& 5 Dornoch Firth H in Dec. 


Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 
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i 

i 
Scottish Bird Report 1997) J 
1 Cameron Burn, Greengairs Clyde 3 Jan & 1 Kirktor 
D&G 5 Jan. i 
Singles Crossbanks D&G 30 Mar; Strathbeg NE, Fait i 
Is & Martnaham L. Ayr 18-20 Apr with singles Howmorej |) 
S.Uist OH 5 May; Fair Is 7 May; N. Ronaldsay Ork he 
Strathbeg & Lochlea Ayr 9 May; N.Ronaldsay 11 May| Mh 
Burrafirth Shet 12 May; Birsay Ork 15 May; Fair Is tl 
19 May; Tankerness Shet 20 May; Claddach OH & 
Foula Shet 24 May; L.of Hillwell Shet 29 May; Quendalk \ 
Shet 30 May. iN 
2 L.an Rahn, Lewis OH 3 Jun, 1 Rattray NE 14 Jun fy 
First singles Strathbeg 2 & 20 Jul; Anstruther F 13 Jul) 
Ythan NE 24 Jul; Fair Is 25 Jul; Lochlea 30 Jul. | Ki 
Poor autumn. Mostly 1-2 birds, best counts: 5 Baron'} (| 
Haugh Clyde 13 Aug; 3 R.Almond Pools L 20 Augy ji: 
3 Merryton Clyde 24 Aug; 6 North Ronaldsay on | Sep Cal 
4 Fogwatt M&N 2 Sep; 4 Avoch H 4 Sep. i 
Most gone mid-Sep. i i 
2 Angle Park F & 2 Gladhouse L during Nov/Dec witl) 
2 Dalscone D&G & singles Cloddach M&N & Lathallaj), 
Pool Forth in Dec. 


lin 
\ 


Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola im 


Summary | Mn 

JI FMAM J JASON DR 
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Total 0 0.0. 07°31 5. 2 17-9" 0.,.0 (a 
1996 0. 00 1843207 30-7 0 MN 
1995 OOK 07 1 Sak o3 eae 8 see ti] 


* does not include breeding birds TM 
First singles N.Ronaldsay Ork 1 & 3 May; 2 Lochle a 
Ayr 3 May; 2 Caerlaverock D&G 4 May; | L.of Strathbejf),, 
NE 9 May; | Balnakeil H 10 May;1 L.an Tuimpai} 
Lewis OH 11 May. | A. 
Main influx 13-25 May when 3 Shet, 3 Fair Is, 2 Ork, 
St Kilda OH, 2 High, 4 NE, 1 Fife & 2 Loth. :. 
A few singles to mid-Jun from High, OHeb, Loth ¢ 
Clyde. 
Breeding: High Sprs at traditional Ross-shire site, by 
only Ipr bred successfully. No reports from Sutherland, 
First 1 Langskaill Ork 23 Jul & 2 L.a'Chroisg H 30 Jug; 
Most birds 7 Aug-8 Sep when 2 Shet, c.4 Fair Is, 6 Orl§, 
c.7 NE, 2 Fife, 3 Loth, 2 Bord, 1 Ayr & 1 D&G, max, 
Strathbeg 26 Aug & | Sep. Last 1 Monkton Ayr 20 Sey \ 
A poor spring and autumn. i: 


* Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus | 
1 Starnafin, L.of Strathbeg NE 9 May. a. 
First for NE Scotland & seventh for Scotland. ty 


-R.D.Murray [Ed] 
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* Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 

‘First Manor Brig B 30 Mar; OHeb, Fife & Ayr 6-8 Apr; 
M&N, D&G, Forth & Loth 10-12 Apr; P&K, High, 
Clyde & Clyde Is 13-14 Apr; Arg, Ork & NE 18-27 Apr; 

t Shet & Fair Is 1-2 May. 

} Most birds direct to territories: max 4 L.Ardinning 

} Clyde 16 Apr; 7 North Craigs Res. Ayr 19 Apr; 4 

+ Lindores F 27 Apr; & 6 N.Ronaldsay Ork 7 May. 

/ Breeding: Ork 2iprs (13) with 3prs L.of Swannay 
-(5),7prs L.of Harray; High 35prs Eigg (32) where good 
-success, | 8prs Insh Marshes (16) & 11 prs L.Insh; M&N 

') 9prs R.Findhorn (Limekilns to sea), pr on estuary at 
‘Kingston, 17 others noted; NE 10 sites with 8prs Glen 

 Callater & 4prs Glen Muick; P&K scarce upper Knaick 

‘catchment for second year; Fife bred Holl Res. & 

'Gaddon L., suspected on R.Leven; Forth 6prs Devon 
WBS (3), bred R.Carron at Camelon; Loth 13+prs at 4 
sites; Bord 22prs Dewar study (21) 13-15prs hatched 

young, 6prs Gala Water WBS (4), 38prs at 11 other 

l}areas; Arg 26prs Colonsay (27), 18prs on the 41 hill 
lochs in Ederline & Eredine Forests; Clyde 55prs at 33 

= jsites, 4prs Glengavel Res.; Ayr c.33prs at 18 sites with 
3-10prs L.Doon; D&G none Wood of Cree where c.3- 
prs 10 years ago 

)) First young noted: an exceptionally early br3 at Dewar 

“B 18 May; M&N 19 Jun; Ork 24 Jun; Loth 30 Jun. 

More extended passage, early Jul-late Aug: 13 Balgray 

Jes. Clyde & 10 Doonfoot Ayr 6-8 Jul; 26 Endrick 

‘Mouth Clyde & 18 Guardbridge F 18 &19 Jul; 28S 

)Machrihanish Arg 24 Jul; 20 Bogside Ayr & 15 Dipple 

)\yr 25-28 Jul; 8 Musselburgh L 1 Aug; 8 Kingston 

j) VI&N 9 Aug; 14 Erskine harbour Clyde, 12 St.Abbs B 

the 9 Tyninghame L 9-12 Aug;14S past Machrihanish 
/4 Aug; 17 Kinneil Forth, 14 Lennel B & 12 Is of May 


pil) ast Arg, M&N, Ork, Forth & Is of May 2-11 Sep; High 
| 8Sep; FairIs, Ayr, Shet & Fife 23-27 Sep; Loth 36 Sep; 
ikl lyde 5 Oct; Lennel B 7 Oct. 
ingle birds Ardmore Pt. Clyde 2 Nov, Holywood 
mt Yel 15 Nov & R.Spey at Fochabers M&N 28 Nov 
hay have wintered. 


iO), Osehearty NE, 111 Doonfoot Ayr & 100 Stinky Bay, 
ml) enbecula OH in Jan; 320 Gullane-Berwick L/B, 224 
Se ‘L&N shore, 110 Fetlar Shet in Feb; 110 Peterhead NE 

1d 94 Turnberry Pt. Ayr in Mar; 538 S.Forth in Apr; 
=|'16 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 300 Ardivachar Pt., S.Uist OH, 


Shet, 2 Fetlar & Kingston M&N with 1 Oronsay Arg. 


First M&N, Shet & Ayr 9-19 Jul; Forth 31 Jul; Fife, 
Clyde & Bord 2-12 Aug. 

Main arrival: 165 Shell Bay-Longannet F 24 Aug; 110 
Ardivachar, N.Uist 28 Aug; 220 Is of May 31 Aug. 
Then 214 N.Ronaldsay & 150 North Bay, S.UIst OH in 
Sep; 662 S.Forth, 248 Shell Bay shore and 220 L.Paible, 
N.UIst OH in Oct; 174 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg & 136 
Girdleness NE in Nov; 535 S.Forth, 273 Highland 
Firths, 242 Portgordon shore M&N, 216 Egilsay Ork, 
207 Papa Westray Ork and 117 Burghead M&N in Dec. 
Inland: 1 Baron's Haugh & Merryton Clyde 5 Oct. 

* Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor 

Ad Findhorn Bay M&N 11-12 Sep. 

Third record for Moray & Nairn. 

Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus 

First Fetlar Shet 11 May, 5 present by 22 May; first at 
un-named site OHeb 15 May. Later singles Quoyloo 
Ork 2 Jun; Birsay Ork 10 Jun; Musselburgh L 12 Jun; 
& L.of Banks Ork 16-23 Jun. 

Breeding: Shet 37 males Fetlar (31-33), a recent record, 
fledged 53 young, 1.43 young/breeding male. OHeb 
bred 2 sites, there was an incident with suspected egg- 
thieves at one site. 

| juv Fair Is 9 Sep was the only autumn report. 


Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius 

1 Turnberry Pt. Ayr 9-10 Feb. 

1 L.Paible, N.Uist OH 5 Sep; 1 North Ronaidsay Ork 
15 Sep; 1 Skerries Shet 21 Sep; 1S Machrihanish Arg 
10 Oct; 1 Strathy Pt. H 11 Oct; 1 Fife Ness F 22-29 Nov; 
3 Braighe, Lewis OH 22-23 Nov; 1 Kingston M&N 
26 Nov. Third record for Moray & Nairn. 
Phalaropus sp., probably Greys, seen off Griminish Pt., 
N.Uist OH with 1 there 13 Sep & 3 on i Oct. 

Photo of Fife bird: Fife Bird Report 1997. 


Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus 
1 Musselburgh L 3-11 Jan was the only early-year 
record. , 
Solway-N.Sea: 16 Seafield, Annan D&G 28-29 Apr 
with 12 there on 4 May, 42 on 12 May, rising to a peak 
of 77 on 13 May. Low numbers to 8 Jun. 1 Mersehead 
D&G 22 May was the only other Solway record. 

5 Girdleness NE 24 May-29 Jun were the only birds 
seen on N.Sea coasts. 

N&W coast: Main passage at Balranald, N.Uist OH 
where 820N on 9 dates 10 Apr-26 May, max 375 on 7 
May & 260 on 13 May. 2 Wats Ness Shet 10 May and 
149N there 26 May. 

Few elsewhere: 1Scarnish, Tiree Arg 5 May & 1 off 
Sumburgh Head Shet 10 May. 
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Area Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov _ Dec 
N Isles 1 1 PES ESPNS SO) 137 . 
Wisles - - - 1 V - 

N Scot - - - 15 36 - - 
MorayF. - - 20 34 19 64 1 
NE Scot* — - - 6 32 28 - - 
Forth* 2 28 92 73 6 
Weoast 1 3 9 + - - 
Total 1 4 59 204 226 207 1 
1996 1 7 31 174 263 18 12 
1995 i) 44. 649 _ 172 107 28 4 
1994 13 3 101 377 1,013 26 9 


*some duplication possible between F.of Forth, /NE approximate. 
Peak passage later than recent years, especially in Nov. 
Early birds: 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 26 Jun; 2 Musselburgh, 
1 The Minch H & | Ork during Jul. Singles Eigg/Muck 
ferry H 2 Aug; Is of May 12 & 21 Aug; Cloch Pt. Clyde, 
Brora H (2) & Kinnaird Head NE on 16-21 Aug. 

4 Longman Bay H & 5 Chanonry Pt. H 27-28 Aug. 
Peak counts: 8 Brora 22 Sep; 41 Hound Pt. L 26 Sep with 
18 there 2 Oct; 34 Strathy Pt. H 2 Oct; 9 Peterhead NE 
11 Oct; 23 N.Ronaldsay 25 Oct; 45 Brora 3-5 Nov; 
137 Pt. of Ayre Ork 3-24 Nov, max 29 on 18 Nov; late 
7 Brora 20 Nov. Elsewhere late singles Burghead M&N 
8 Nov & Fife Ness F 29 Nov. No Dec records. 


Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus 

No winter records. 

First 2 Kinghorn F 1 Mar with later singles 25 & 31 Mar; 
2 Colliston NE 9 Mar. Then Shet & OHeb 8-9 Apr; Fair 
Is, High, Ork & Clyde 12-16 Apr; Arg 6 May; Loth & 
Ayr 17-24 May. None M&N, Bord, Forth, Is of May. 
Light passage, mostly 1-3 birds: max 37 Aird an Runair, 
N.Uist OH 29 Apr; 114 between Eigg & Arisaig H & 
7N Peterhead NE 7 May; 6 Chanonry Pt. H 23 May. 
6 birds with Pomarines in Solway D&G in May/Jun. 


Breeding: At 326 AOTs numbers were mostly stable on Shet 
(321) with a slight drop on Foula to 117 AOTs (120), a stable 11 at 
Hermaness (11) but just 8 on Noss (14). The first increase on Fair 
Is since '92 occurred with 98 AOTs (86). Ork colonies showed a 
slight increase to 129 AOTs (127). Once again Handa H showed a 
stable population of 30 AOTs (29). 

Success was generally poor on Shet at MBP 0.17-0.52, with poor 
availablity of food, especially sandeels. Only 88 young were ringed 
on Foula while at 8 other Shet sites, over 100 AOTs fledged just 8 
young. Fair Is was more successful at 0.82 and Ork better still at 
Vala Thompson et al. JNCC, 1998. 
OHeb 6prs one site & 12 birds another site N.Uis with 
5 birds at a site on Benbecula; High 30prs Handa, nest 
L.Cul Fraoich, 1-2 nests Raffin; Arg no count Jura & 


Lunga, but 21prs Coll. 

Area Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov’ Dec 
N coast - - - 39) DAN - - 
MorayF. 2 - 96 108 16 4 

NE Scot >1l 13 82 38 >I 1 . 
Forth-Tay 4 BO 99RD 90 ISS 9 3 
Weoast 3) 0) 34 150 3 1 

Total 10 58 711 925 200 15 

1996 34 49 265 > 547 90 7 

1995 23.100 474 736 76 19 
1994 + 58 3936) “1017 ~ 650 30 


BOF Ws 


| 

Scottish Bird Report 1997 : 
Best autumn since '94. FS 
Peaks: 28/hr N.Ronaldsay Ork 2 Aug; 27W Lossiemout)y * 
M&N 9 Sep; 41S Peterhead 12 Aug; 41N ciate 
NE 27 Aug; 39 Kinghorn & 47 Hound Pt L 18 Aug) . 
11N/6S Brora H 27 Aug; 5N/10S St.Abbs B 31 Aug) \ 
41 W (2hrs) Kinghorn 6 Sep; 56 Hound Pt., 19W Strathiy | 
Pt. H and 17S Longman H 9 Sep; 12S Turnberry Ay, 
12 Sep; 9 Corsewall Pt. D&G 13 Sep; 16S Ayr Ayr o| 
14 Sep; 25 Is of May 17 Sep; 34 Girdleness 22 Sey 
16W/2E Strathy Pt. 2 Oct. iF 
Just 25 Machrihanish Arg Aug/Sep, max 8 on 29 Aug ! 
Last Clyde & Fair Is 14-20 Sep; Shet, OHeb, Ork, At ‘ 
10-24 Oct; M&N, Forth & Bord 2-7 Nov; Ayr 15 No | F 
NE 23 Nov. | Kinghorn 16 Dec with 2 there 17 Dec} ,, 
Ol 
* Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus Al ul 
Only N & WIsles in spring: 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 6 May y 
5 Rhuba Ardvule, S.Uist OH 8 May; 1 Sanday Ork ch 
12 May; 38 on 4 dates Aird an Runair, North Uist oO} \: 
12-26 May, with 28 on 13 May; 1 Berneray OH 21 Mai ’ 
225 (in 6.5hrs) Wats Ness Shet 26 May; | N.Ronaldsz i 
9 Jun. Hy 
1 Glen Aldie, Scotsburn H 22 Jun was well inland. ‘ 
Area Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov’ Dec a 


N &Wisles 1 - 1 15 10 1 im i 
N coast - = - 1 ) = es (ny 
Moray F. - S 3 45 zs Z _ BB, 
NE/A&D ~ - - 1 ise e= - - Bi, 
Forth/Tay_ - 1 11 26 15 = q 
W coast - - = 6 bs = = is 
Total 1 1 16 106 27 1 0 pf 
1996 2 4 3 24 4 2, 0 er 
1995 1 2. A212 13 1 0 O Bh 
1994 24 2° > V423 76 179 3) D) ff ' 


Note: some duplication between Fife & Lothian totals likely. 
A better year after a poor '96, especially in Septembé ‘ 
1 Barns Ness L 1 Jul. Then long gap to 1 Point of Ayy 
Ork 10 Aug; 4 Kinghorn F 18 Aug; 1 Tarbert Ness Hf 
St.Abbs B 21 Aug; 1 Girdleness NE 25 Aug. Mo : 
widespread after that date. Mostly 1-2 birds with bd HH 
counts: 15W Hound Pt. L, 10W Lossiemouth NE al Mt 
9 Longman H & 9 Chanonry Pt. H9 Sep; 8 N.Ronalds} My 
Ork 14 Sep; 4 Burghead M&N 15 Sep; 9 Longman 4 Ai 
19 Sep & 3 N.Ronaldsay 30 Sep. Gl 
A few in late Sep/Oct, all 1-2 birds. Last NE 29 Seu”! 
Shet, Fair Is & Fife 2-5 Oct; OHeb 11 Oct; Ork 25 O}) hl 
1 N.Ronaldsay 30 Nov was distinctly late. & 


Great Skua Catharacta skua _— 
Early-year singles Girdleness NE 11 Jan; Frenchmaj pi 
Rocks, Islay Arg & Port Askaig, Islay Arg 10 Fev Dre 
Frenchman's Rocks 21 Feb; Mersehead D&G & Rattr)y li 
NE 22 Feb; Caerlaverock D&G 23 Feb. ee 
First Shet 10 Mar; High 15 Mar; Fair Is, Ork & OHeb 2) By 
26 Mar; Fife & NE 6-9 Apr; M&N, Arg & Bord 26 Aj KG 
29 May. 11 Strathy Pt. H 10 Apr was the only significa" 


counts away from colonies. ie 
Ma 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 
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Breeding: Numbers of pairs at monitored sites on Shet were 
slightly down to 235 AOTs (246) and Ork to 101 AOTs (112) but 
increased on Fair Isle at 152 OATs (120). As with Arctic Skua the 
season was late on Foula Shet where the success of the 1980s has 
allowed 'club' birds to increase to 850 birds. A full census of 631 


+ AOTs at Hermaness Shet was a big decrease since 1992 (854 


AOTs). However a census on Noss Shet of 414 AOTs was similar 
to the 423 counted in 1992. Estimates of 233 AOTs on Hirta, 
St.Kilda OH showed an increase from the 213 in '96. Soay had 
13prs, Boreray 2prs but none Dun. 

In contrast to the numbers, success on Foula was good at MBP c.1.0 


| while on Noss it was 0.37. Success was also low on Hermaness at 


0.31. This low productivity was mostly down to high chick mortality 
with many young being predated by adults. A later season on Fair 


- Islemanaged an MBP of 0.73, close to the recent mean. Productivity 


on Orkney was better, ranging from 0.83 on Hoy to 1.07 at other 
sites. From Thompson et al. JNCC, 1998. 


_ OHeb 12 OATs North Rona & Ipr Flannan Is. & small 


colony Shiant Is.; Arg pr bred Coll rearing br2, 1 
summered Treshnish Is., Mull. 


Area Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov _ Dec 
N coast - - - 248 53 - - 
Moray F.*_ - 3 39 116 11 19 1 
NE/A&D*_ - - 48 48 - 4 1 
Forth/Tay 5 9 68 105 52 15 3 
 W coast 5 11 20 61 8 4 1 
Total 10 23) N75. 5782 124 42 6 
"1996 21 SONS) S54 a 281 9 0 
1995 + 59 469 487 94 50 3 
1994 + 27 480 439 266 8 1 


— *- very minimal numbers 


| Lowish numbers continue with slightly later passage. 


here 


ing 
it 


i 


for 
ba 
., St-Abbs B 27 Sep; 39 Strathy Pt. 2 Oct. 20 Machrihanish 


| mostly concentrated in Sep. Except for N.Isles & N.coast, 
_ counts generally low with only a few big totals, else- 


where mostly 1-3 birds, especially in Forth. 

Peaks counts: 23N/1S Peterhead NE 25 Aug; 50+ 

Strathy Pt. H 4 Sep; 200/hr Brough of Birsay Ork 7 Sep; 
150 Strathy Pt., 55W Lossiemouth M&N & 8 Chanonry 
Pt. H9 Sep; 10 from MV Gardyloo in Firth of Forth L/ 


4 F 12 Sep; 33 Kinnaird Head NE & 4S Turnberry Pt. Ayr 


13 Sep; 60 Strathy Pt. 16 Sep; 9 Is of May 17 Sep; 
12 Hound Pt. L 26 Sep; 27/hr N.Ronaldsay & 5N/2S 


Arg Aug-Oct (21). 

Last Clyde & Clyde Is 27-28 Sep; M&N, Arg & OHeb 
‘9-18 Oct; Bord, NE, Ork, Shet & Ayr 2-12 Nov; High & 
Fife 20-25 Nov. 

4 Balmedie NE 3 Nov;15 Point of Ayre Ork 18 Nov; 
10 Brora H 20 Nov. A few later in Dec: 1 Kilmuir H 10 
Dec; 1 Aberdeen NE 13-16 Dec; 3 Kinghorn 16-17 Dec; 


= 


s Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus 


2 5 records in Jan/Apr & c.22 in Aug/Dec. 

fac Musselburgh L 2 Jan-7 Mar; ad Kinghorn F 4-5 Jan; 
vad Cramond L 6 Jan; ad Donmouth NE 12-22 Jan; ad 
ie gow Clyde 16 Jan; ad Arturlie H 23 Jan; ad Stranraer 


/D&G 15 Feb; 2nd-w Loans Ayr 22 Feb & Barassie Ayr 


1 (not aged) Peterhead NE 5 Mar; Ist-w Doonfoot Ayr 
‘16 Mar; ad Illieston L 21 Mar; ad Donmouth 23 Mar; 


Ist-w Stranraer 10 Apr. 

ad Kinghorn 5-9 Aug; juv Levenmouth F from 12 Aug; 
ad Doonfoot 15 Aug; 2nd-w Levenmouth 18 Aug; 2nd- 
w Aberdeen NE 1 Sep; ad L.Ryan D&G, Ist-w 
Johnshaven NE & 2nd-w Levenmouth 14 Sep; juv/1st- 
w Barassie 16 Sep; ad Barassie 24 Sep, possibly same 
there 12 Oct & 20 Nov-end Dec; ad Doonfoot 25 Sep; 
2nd-w Doonfoot 2 Oct; ad Hound Pt. L 13 Oct; ad 
Kinghorn 24 Oct-2 Nov, also 16-17 Dec; 2nd-w 
Fraserburgh NE 25 Oct; ad Musselburgh 29 Oct, 2 there 
6 Nov, with one remaining into '98; 2nd-w Gladhouse L 
12 Nov; 3ads Levenmouth 20 Nov; Ist-w Levenmouth 
6 Dec. 

Some duplication likely between the Firth of Forth birds 
and between Ayrshire sites, but numbers still rise. 

The Levenmouth bird of 6 Dec had been colour-ringed 
in Csonhgrad, Hungary in Jun 1997. The juveniles 


suggest extremely rapid dispersal from natal areas. 
See Fortheringham, D. (1998) Fife Bird Report 1 997: 59-61 for a 
review of Fife records. 

Ellis, P.M. & Shaw K.D. (1998). Juvenile Mediterranean Gull at 
Methil, Fife... 1997. Birding Scotland 1:28-29. 

Philips, I.M. (1998) Mediterranean Gulls in Scotland: a brief review. 
Birding Scotland 1:29. 

Murray, A. & Shaw K.D. (1998). Mediterranean Gulls in Scotland. 
Birding Scotland 1:81-84. 


[1995] lst-w Machrihanish Arg 17-19 Sep. 


* Laughing Gull Larus atricilla 
1 ad Musselburgh L 27 Apr. 
Second for Lothian. 


Little Gull Larus minutus 
Subdued numbers earlier in the year, main autumn 
passage was rather later than normal. 


Summary J F MAM J J A S ON D 
NG Wils espa 2D Oi OPiS a Ay NNN AN ang 58, 
N Scot HL eb emt bein teey ene el So WR eee ye DOULA Rei?) 
INEFSCOtt! 3) 320 22 ray a2 Ba 4e 85 4Ob ccd Oy nii= 
E/C Scot* - = 80: 44.12" 60 1.1624 916. 10 
SE Scot ae ie aN eM ner. at y a Werle Sy we Neer tO) vd, 
Weoast =i OMe Dn Sucre EEE eM TEO T AaI ROO AM oe 


Data in bird/days. * data very minimal, only main records included. 

Tay area: (no records from A&D). 25 Anstruther F on 
5 May. 53 Goosepools F 28 May with 43 there 6 Jun but 
dropping to 12 by 29 Jun & 13 on 17 Jul. Many records 
of small numbers Fife Jun-Sep. 

Main movements started mid-Oct when 155 Fife Ness 
F 14 Oct with 300+ there 15 Oct & 19 Oct. Large 
numbers there peaked at 372/hr on 1 Nov & 178/40 mins 
on 7 Nov, with 100 off Anstruther F 10 Nov. Movement 
unusually far up Forth at Kinghorn F peaked with 30W 
on 23 Nov & 30+ on 30 Nov. These movements were 
echoed at Portobello L when 14 present on 20 Nov. 
Outwith the Tay area mostly 1-2 birds: 3 Kinneil Forth 
17 Aug; 3 Chanonry Pt. H 23 Aug; 10 Johnshaven NE 
7 Sep; 3 Brora H 11 Sep; 3 Turnberry Pt. Ayr 12 Sep; 
26 Johnshaven & 4 Dornoch H 14 Sep; 3 Tarbert, Harris 
OH 18 Oct; 6 Brora 19 Oct; 3 Point of Ayre Ork 23 Oct. 
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* Sabine’s Gull Larus sabini 

2nd-w Musselburgh L 16-23 Aug & 4 Sep; ad Chanonry 
Pt. H 18 Aug; ad from Stranraer ferry D&G 2 Sep; juv 
Tarbatness H 8 Sep; 6 (3juvs) Lossiemouth M&N & 5 
juvs Strathy Pt. H & 2 (1 juv) Longman Bay H 9 Sep; 
single ads Brora H & Turnberry Pt. Ayr with single juvs 
Strathy Pt., Turnberry, Dornoch H & Ayr Ayr & Ulsta, 
Yell Shet 11-14 Sep; 3 Corsewall Pt. D&G 13 Sep with 
1 there 14 Sep & 1 on 17 Sep; single ads N.Ronaldsay 
Ork, Hound Pt. L, Kinghorn F & St.Abbs B with single 
juvs Hound Pt., Sumburgh Shet, Is of May, Findhorn 
Bay M&N & Girdleness NE 16-21 Sep, with 3 juvs 
N.Ronaldsay 17 & 18 Sep; ad Little Minch OH 26 Sep; 
ad N.Ronaldsay 30 Sep; juv Turnberry 1 Oct; juv 
Strathy Pt. & 3 (1 juv) N.Ronaldsay 2 Oct; ad St.Abbs 
5 Oct; ad N.Ronaldsay 7 Oct; 2ads N.Ronaldsay 14 Oct; 
juv Fife Ness F 23 Oct; ad N.Ronaldsay 25 Oct. 

61 birds is a record count in recent years. 

[1996] single juvs Frenchman's Rocks, Islay Arg 24, 28 
& 29 Sep with 2 juvs 30 Sep. 

See Murray, R.D. Scottish Bird Report 1997 (this issue) for review. 


* Bonaparte's Gull Larus philidelphia 


Ad Cambo Ness F 18 Aug-12 Sep. Second for Fife. 
See Dean, J.W. & Lambert, R.A. Bonaparte's Gull - Second record 
for county. Fife Bird Report 1997: 116-117 (with photos). 

Dean, J.W. etal.(1998). Bonaparte's Gull at Cambo Ness, Kingsbarns, 
Fife. Birding Scotland 1: 30-31. 


Black headed Gull iene abun 


Breeding: There was an overall increase at 8 colonies in W 
Scotland but 3 sites that held 5Oprs in '95 had been deserted, and the 
disappearance attributed to Mink. Mink control has allowed some 
recovery at some sites allowing an MBP of 0.59 compared to 0.38 
at nearby sites where there is no control of the predator. 24prs on 
Fetlar managed an MBP of 0.88. Thomson etal. JNCC, 1998. 


Shet poor season with fewer adults & total failure or 
poor success at some sites; Ork 10 sites with c.1,750prs; 
OHeb c.100prs L.Stiapavat, Lewis (200 in '92); High 
1,210 at 3 sites Insh Marshes (1170), <S5Oprs known 
between Inverness & Helmsdale; M&N c.965 prs at 8 
sites; NE 1,165prs L.of Strathbeg (850) reared 200 
young, 2,000prs Dinnet & 500prs Dyce; Fife did not 
breed Redmyre after failures, Sprs Gaddon L. held 117 
eggs/young; Forth 180prs Ashfield reduced to 16prs 
after disturbance reared 20 young (4-5prs with 4 young 
in '96); Loth 1,100 prs N.Esk Res., 147 young ringed; 
Bord stable Bemersyde with 41% juvs amongst 1,526 
counted 6 Jul (51%), 460 nests Folly L had 42% juvs 
amongst 1,151 birds on 6 Jul,1,400 nests noted else- 
where; Clyde 1,794prs at 8 sites with 435prs Barscube 
Hill (450), 886 nests Cowgill L., 300 juvs from 220 
nests Harelaw Dam 30 Jun; Ayr 110prs at 4 sites; D&G 
successful prosecution for egg thefts from 1 ,O00pr colony 
at L.Moan. 

Counts: 2,900 Hirsel B 5 Jan with 4,000 there 8 Mar; 
2,205 Peterhead NE 11 Jan; 12,000 pre-roost Longhaugh 


Scottish Bird Report 1997 | 


Pt. Clyde 19 Jan; 8,000 roost Langbank Clyde 4 Mar; 
2,500 Seafield L 11 Feb; 4,388 North Ronaldsay Ork 
11 May; 3,000 Meikle Craigs Ayr 14 Aug with 7,000 on 
28 Aug & 3 Sep; 4,000 Doonfoot Ayr 23 Sep & 2 Oct;| 
3,500 Hirsel 2 Nov, 4,100 on 7 Dec; 7,000 Castle L. | 
D&G & 3,600 Hogganfield L. Clyde 21 Nov; 3,000) 
roost Airth Forth 22 Nov; 1,385 Gogar Forth 24 i | 
3,200 Kingholm D&G 30 Dec. 


* Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 
Winter 96/97: ad Stromness Ork from '96-4 Feb; Ist-w// 
N.Ronaldsay Ork 31 Jan; ad Rattray NE 18 & 21 Feb;} 


ad Longman Outfall H 25 Feb; 1st-s Port Arkaig, Islay) ‘i 
Arg 3 Apr. | ie 


No later year records. 


[1996] 1 Port Charlotte, Islay Arg 17 Feb-16 Mar,|)" 


) a 

(Nh, 
| i 
Common Gull Larus canus me 


presumed a returnee from 94/95. 


| 


Breeding: 20 coastal colonies in W Scotland appear to have) ») 
stabilised their numbers between '94 & '97 following efforts tol iW 


control Mink. At sites with control, production average 0.60-0. 79) 


site failed completely. However one site at L.Etive Arg (334prs 
many young apparently died of starvation. The season was poor af, 
some sites on Shetland & Fair Isle, one site being predated by feral] 
polecats. On Orkney success was better with a success rate of 1.3( 
on Papa Westray. The 69prs at Nigg H had a rate of 1.06 while 
Alness Pt. H could only manage 0.75. This latter however was muck) 

better than the 0.44 of ''96. 


chicks/pr, while colonies with no control averaged 0.38-0.41. One| Mn 


Thompson e¢ al. JNCC 1998, 1S} 


MN 


Fair Is: Sprs fledged 2 young (6/6); Ork 23 sites held dies 
c.6,000prs, success was variable but generally gooq))) 
with many young; OHeb pr bred St. Kilda; High 557prg) |i 
at 9 sites with 76prs Eigg (55), 9prs Handa (14) & 13 pray; 


Canna (14); M&N 17prs at 4 sites, 30 young RAH#; 


Kinloss; NE Tom Mor held 5,000-10,000prs with gooc i 


success, 1,500prs Glenkindle had c.1,000 young, buy; 


further decline Coreen Hills to <1,000prs; Forth tOnest : i 


Breachlaich Res.; Loth Ipr at 1 site; Bord c.23 nests aj) 
3 sites; Arg 994prs at 22 sites, 20prs L.Gruinart, Islay) 


oe 21prs Coll, 58prs Gamony, Mull, 39prs Sanddj) r 
; Clyde Is 158prs Holy Is, Arran & 140prs Bute; 4 


Cie 168prs at 20 sites with 54prs L.Thom (52); Ayi 


65prs at 7 sites; D&G 30-40prs at 3 sites. 1 t 


Roosts & feeding | flocks: 3,305 Peterhead NE 11 Ja 


2,141 Wigtown Bay WeBS D&G in Feb; 1,250 Mil ‘ 
Dam, Shapinsay Ork 8 Feb; 1,000+ Chapelhead H of pi 
21 Feb; 1,500 Whiteadder Res. L 7 Mar. i | 


24,000 Meikle Craigs Ayr 3 Sep; 1,300 Findhorn Bay 
M&N 13 Sep; 7,000 Doonfoot Ayr 23 Sep; 2,000 Scap}) 


SSeS 


Flow Ork 10 Oct; 4,600 Hule Moss B 11 & 21 Oct % 


5,600 West Water Res. B 26 Oct; 2,000 Whiteadde |: 


Mar 


Res. 2 Nov; 2,000 L.of Lowes P&K 27 Nov; 3,000 Ley) qi 


NE 27 Dec. 


™ 
| NOM 
Ni 


j 


jut 
sf 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


- Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 

Jan/Feb max counts: 18 Hogganfield L. Clyde 24 Jan; 
33 Waulkmill Glen Clyde 1 Feb: 20 Whitesands D&G 
~ & 56 Doonfoot Ayr 26 Feb. Fewer than usual Jan with 
- Fife (5 birds), Forth (4), Loth (8) Arg (4), Clyde (14), 
- Ayr (9) & D&G (1). 

_ First arrivals Loth & Clyde 2-9 Feb; M&N 15 Feb; Forth 


. 19 Feb; NE, Ork & Fife 23-27 Feb; Bord, High & Shet 


_ 5-9 Mar; P&K, Fair Is 16-24 Mar. 

, Counts: 380 West Ferry Clyde 9 Mar; 500 Auchinsweet 
- Ayr 31 Mar; 400 Linwood Clyde 8 Apr; 500+ Doonfoot 
| 12 Apr. Max counts in E: 105 Cameron Res. F 13 Apr; 
540 Carsebeck P&K 30 Apr. 

Breeding: Counts at the mixed Is of May colony show a decline 
in this species after rapid expansion since culling ceased. Success 
estimated there at MBP 0.72. In Argyll 800-1,000 bred at 8 colonies 
_ & showed little overall change. Success at 5 sites was estimated at 
_ 0.66, rather lower than recent years. 3lprs at 2 colonies on Papa 
» Westray Orkney had MBP of 1.31. Thomson etal. JNCC 1998. 
~Shet Scalloway colonies did poorly with no chicks 
- seen; Ork 440 birds at 5 colonies; OHeb 12prs bred at 
)2 sites; High 50prs successful at Castle Is, Figg (36), 
> 50prs Canna (40); NE 196prs at 4 sites, max 175 Tips 
of Corsemaul; P&K 200 Coire Odhair & 100 Red Moss 
but all failed due to keepering at sites where once 5,500 


| 


‘ ) birds, F.of Forth 2,321+ nests on 7 islands including 


1,540 Is. of May, 501 Fidra, 147 Inchmickery, 90 The 
Lamb, 34 Bass Rock, 7 Inchgarvie & 2-3 Car Craig 
(2,534); Forth 54prs Menstrie Bond roofs; Loth 77 roof 
‘nests at 3 sites Edinburgh; Arg absent Eilean Fraoich, 


is) Mull; Clyde 777prs at 13 sites, 3 'natural' sites held only 
| 13prs, the remainder on roofs and man-made sites, 
if ‘mostly stable since '96 where counted; Ayr 3,850prs at 
ae sites with 1,553 nests Horse Is (1,166) & c.1,100 


Ailsa Craig; D&G 1,023prs Almorness. 
210 Summerston Clyde & 150 Hoselaw L. B in May/ 
il) Jun amongst inland summering non-breeders. 


438 Doonfoot Ayr 2 Oct; 550 L.Spallander Ayr 25 Oct 
& 500 Picketlaw Res. Clyde | Nov. 


| 


Juddingston L, 5 R.Forth Forth & 8 Skinflats Forth. 


Bi) 
i) .f. intermedius: singles Lossiemouth M&N 16 Apr; 


Oxt 
(et 
ii 


‘Musselburgh L 8-14 Mar and 21 Dec; Belhaven Bay L 
p 6 Mar; Westray Ork 21 Jul. 
iz f-fuscus: | Toab Ork 18 Jun ,10 Doonfoot Ayr 26 Sep. 


derring Gull Larus argentatus 
500 Melville Tip F in Jan; 5,000 Lendalfoot Ayr, 
' 000 Nigg Bay NE, 3,499 Gullane-Berwick shore L/B, 
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& 1,150 Millichen Clyde in Feb were the highest early- 
year counts. 

Breeding: In W Scot overall numbers breeding at monitored sites 
increased, following a decline in the previous year. In 15 colonies in 
SW Scot there was a 19% increase to 1,523prs, in NW Scot a 6% 
increase to 1,548prs at 3 colonies. There was a slight decrease in 
numbers in SE Scot to 3,279prs (3,410). 489prs bred Forvie NE, 
<50% than in mid-80's value. 

At 9 colonies where Mink absent, 1,032 nests averaged MBP 0.96 
while in 10 colonies where mink were present 996 nests averaged 
0.23, with the seven smallest (243 nests) failing completely. Two 
small sites in Orkney averaged MBP 1.25-1.40 while success on 
theIsle of May was at 0.65. Thompson et al. JNCC, 1998. 


Breeding: Shet: good season, with more expansion of 
colonies near Lerwick;.Ork 263 prs at 7 sites. 64 prs 
Papa Westray reared 90+ young, 48 at Holm of Papay at 
least 60 (MBP 1.40 & 1.75/pr); OHeb 147prs at 3 sites. 
M&N 21 roof nests in Lossiemouth with 32 young, 
c.300 ads Tips of Corsemaul 17 Jun; Firth of Forth 
5,013+ nests on 10 islands with 2,856 nests Isle of May 
(MBP 0.65), 1,289 Fidra, 269 Inchgarvie, 268 Bass 
Rock, 148 Inchmickery, 90 The Lamb, 53 off Granton, 
52 Car Craig, 21 Haystack & 20 Eyebroughty; Arg 
1,685 prs at 18 sites fledged 999-1063 young, with 
3,047-3,648 prs at 18 other sites, 97prs Treshnish Isles 
Mull (71), drop to 980prs Sanda Is.; Clyde 67prs at 4 
sites (62 L.Thom); Ayr c.5, 600prs at 10 sites with 2,500 
Ailsa Craig, 1,200 Lady Is. (1,000) & 1,035 Horse Is 
(777); D&G 646prs Almorness. 

Autumn counts: 5,000 Meikle Craigs Ayr, 2,500 Nigg 
Bay & 2,200 Millichen in Sep ; 4,000 Foula Shet in 
Nov; 4,600 Kinneil Forth, 2,800 Tiel Burn F (were 
gorging on starfish washed ashore) & 1,170 Banchory 
NE in Dec. 

Following gales and wrecking of the MV Green Lily an 
estimated 720,000 Herring & Greater Black-backed 
Gulls were feeding on the flotsam at Noss Shet 22 Nov. 
L.a.argentatus - dark Scandinavian race 

3 Musselburgh L 2-18 Jan; ad Doonfoot Ayr 17 Aug 
with 3 ads 2 Oct, large numbers Ork with 7 in Sep & 
10 in Oct at N.Ronaldsay with 145 there 17 Nov, 200- 
300 on 18/19 Nov & 86N Pt. of Ayre 18 Nov; small 
influx E.Sutherland coast H 24/24 Nov; 10+ Belhaven 
Bay L 18 Dec, 1 Gladhouse L 28 Dec. 


* American Herring Gull L.a.smithsonianus. 
lst -w at sea c. 100 nautical miles off St Kilda OH in 


sea-area Rockall on 11 Sep . First record for Scotland. 
See White, R.W. (1998) North American Herring Gull in Scottish 
waters. Birding Scotland 1: 42-44. (with photo). 

Photo: Birding World 10: 329. 


* Yellow-legged Gull Larus (a.) cachinans 

Ad Graemeshall L. Ork 6 Mar. 2nd-s Musselburgh L 
13 Jul was probably michaellis. First for Lothian. 

A further six records of single birds (1 Mar, 4 Sep and 
1 Oct) in Ayr await acceptance by SBRC. 


sa En nnieindaiaeiadiaeaee ERE 
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Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides 


JE aMe As Med SJ Ses OR ND 
N Isles SS Ssl3 cc 92 Tegel sour Stake nT aS) 
N Scot Arar ollie seereS, - = Se eee ene 
NE|Scot® 15° 1S) lis: 5412 Bh caielte 
R/CScoter sey. 22 lea Pe ol 
SE Scot Nee a Pees 0) - 
W Scot. 10°) 9 6.05) 4 SI gar ate eo en yD 
SW Scot... 2s) 14 40 1 ciliate ie uni ea lan leecunll aan) 
Total 45 51 67 32 15 ds ONS 108 19822 
1996 ANE AAS) tA ergs, eesees il MOM LOM. 19, 
1995 27. 31° 36.38 18 ie = Otel (Ov Olen 202 16) 
1994 43 69 53 29 18 CO) ae OS alla collie a Gyckers Selly 


*records not fully detailed. Birds present each month, there will be 
duplication between months for long-stayers. 

Better than average spring, mostly 1-2 birds reported. 
OHeb (not included in above) at least 10 different birds 
present Stornoway in early winter period with 2 Harris, 
2 S.Uist & 3 St. Kilda. In late winter 3 birds Stornoway 
and Loch an Tiumpan, singles Benbecula & St. Kilda. 
Best: 3 Lerwick Shet 26 Jan with 5 there in Feb & 7 in 
Mar; max 3 Kirkwall Ork Jan-Apr. Good numbers NE 
but no specific or general dates given. 

3 Oban Arg 10 Mar. Influx Ayr coast in late Mar when 
c.6 birds arrived. 

Last Mallaig H 28 May & Burrafirth, Unst Shet 5 Jun. 
No big late year counts. First Fair Is 23 Sep. 


*Kumlien's Gull L.g. kumlieni 

2nd-w Lerwick Shet 26 Jan-23 Feb. Ad Lerwick 22 Oct 
& Scatness Shet 21 Dec. 

The long-staying Ayr Ayr bird that showed features of 
this form when younger was present | Jan - 16 Feb and 
14 Oct to end Dec. 


Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus 
c.380 birds (222 in 1996). 


Je OR Mis AOeM pa Ass “Ox Ne Dp 
N Isles 28° 29) 1613-12 Biya = Wy DA S420 
N Scot Ls eS ee Dee al Se ie ees aad tenga leo ike We 
NE Scot* 13 14 1011 1 1 Die Aree Aly 4 
F/CiScot en3 les 2 ana - Siti as yur) 
SE Scot PAs wperiets rT 1 Iliseatsibr bleseacns he ae 9 
W Scot [ieee at Sianoh nM 2) 1 =i 1.2, teen earn 
SW’ Scot. 3670 5in3'2 2271 ma ee ae DS wanes 
Total 54 59 40 29 18 4 3 - 7 44 62 39 
1996 30429 ASG) AO Oe Oe Sela). Ou Or 
1995 AS AOS lise 22. llO re ie OLs OMe ome oO Spero 


1994 53°99) 25): 24513 ORO la Ol diay Ml 
*records not fully detailed. Likely to be much duplication. 

Good year, especially in N_Isles. 

OHeb at least 7 individuals St.Kilda in early.winter/ 
spring (with 4 on 25 Feb & 4 Apr) with perhaps 12 
singles eslewhere. 

Best counts: 5 Girdleness NE 18 Jan; 15 Burrafirth, 
Unst Shet 31 Jan; 4 Eyemouth B 30 Mar. 4 Whalsay 
Shet 16 Nov; 8 Fair Is 18-20 Nov; 9 Burrafirth 15 Dec. 
Last Fife,Clyde in Mar; Loth 12 Apr; NE 23 Apr; M&N, 
Ayr & Arg 23-29 May; Bord 1 Jun; Fair Is 21 Jun.. 
Jul singles from Effirth, Bixter Shet; N.Ronaldsay 
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Ork; Baleshare, N.Uist OH; Girdleness & Eyemouth) 
None Aug. | 
Return: M&N, Shet & Ayr 1-10 Sep; Bord & Fair Is 21; 
29 Sep; High 13 Oct; OHeb 31 Oct; Fife 8 Nov. 
Reports of Glaucous x Herring hybrids from Benbeculz 
OH (2 on 19 Jan and 7 Mar); between Eigg & Mallaig 
H 9 Feb; Ardivachar Pt. OH 2 Mar; Hogganfield L 
Clyde 30 Apr; Brora H 4/5 Nov. 


Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus n 
595, eof: Strathbeg NE in Jan; 500 me NE & 379 | 


Mar were sizable counts | 
Breeding: The11% fall in SW Scot was mostly attributable to | 


decline on Lunga from the record levels there in'96. Success was lov) _ 


on Shet colonies. On Canna Arg a record 93prs reared a very hig| 


MBP 1.52 while in Argyll 19 colonies with 198 nests managed Jf 


range of MBP 0.83-0.94. Mink were a problem at a number of sites 
There was good success on Ork, MBP 1.0-1.4, & at Nigg H wher} 


expansion continued and MBP 1.15 was reached. Numbers in thj) \ 
Thompson et al. 1998 


Forth remained stable. 
Breeding: Shet recorded as a poor season at man} 


colonies; Ork some colonies still in decline, 1,050 pr| 


at 13 sites; OHeb 1 1prs Bearsay, Lewis & 5 prs Fuday| 
Barra; High 27prs, many young Eilean Furadh Mog 
10prs Nigg with MBP 1.2, 92prs Canna with MBP 1.35) 
18prs Eigg, 14prs Handa; M&N Sprs at 3 sites; NI} 
1 1prs at 5 sites, 2 roof nesting prs raised 5 young; Fort} 


| 


Is 25+ prs with 9prs Is of May (all successful), 6+pr) 


Craigleith, 3prs Fidra, 2prs Inchkeith & The Lamb da 
single prs Inchcolm (predated), Bass Rock (2 young} ! 


Inchmickery & Inchgarvie (1st-ever breeding); Ar 


} 
171prs bred at 14 sites fledging 154-172 young, anothe) 
y] 


162-229prs at other 21 sites, good success, 38 nest 
Treshnish Is., Mull (64) and 40 Sanda Is.; Clyde 29p1 
L.Thom; Ayr stable 150prs Lady Is, 75 Ailsa Craig, 5 


= 
was 


— en — 


Horse Is. (34) & 17 Finnarts shore (16); D&G ‘oo 


Almorness. NB} 
Autumn/winter: 600 Eigg H in Aug; 900 Boars Heaj * 


Rock M&N & 700 Peterhead NE in Sep; 150 Hule Mog tit 


B & 101 Ardgowan Pt, Clyde 7 Oct; 2,000 Foula She | 


2,000 Fetlar Shet, 1,000+ storm-driven birds Fair Is (9 
284 Belhaven Bay L in Nov. ils 


* Ross's Gull Rhodostethia rosea 
1 ad Kinnaird Head NE 31 Jan-1i0 Feb; 


of Ayre Ork on 22 Nov was possibly the latter bird) 
First & second records for Orkney, third record for NAM | 
See Gray, M. (1998). Ross's Gull in Orkney 1997. Birding Scotla i 


1: 89-90. Photo of Kinnaird Head bird, Birding Scotland 1;33. |‘: 


a 
; 
| 
lj 
Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 


860S Frenchman's Rocks, Islay Arg 21 Feb; Ist-)) {jj 
L.Laggan H 3 Mar, juv Longannet F 14 Mar; &:100hed Men 


1st-!| 
N.Ronaldsay Ork 2 Oct with ad there 16 Novy; ad Poit F 


100 


De 
Hh 
LI 


iN) 


of L.Duich H 17 Mar were notable early year record) | . 


|| 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


Breeding: Populations were relatively stable in most areas both in 
the long term & short-term since monitoring started in the 1980s. 
Shet however has shown a significant decline with 12% drops in 
both '96 & '97, in line with an annual 7% decline since 1985/86. Over 
the term the Shet population has halved since 1981. Fair Is has 
declined by 36% since '92 to 11,650prs. Sandeel shortages and an 
increase in Great Skua predation are thought to be the main causes. 
Declines were also seen in Ork with a 10% drop at 5 sites since the 
last count in '94, the smallest colonies suffered the most. 

Breeding success averaged MBP 0.61, poorer than '96 (0.74). Shet 
had its worst season since '90. A sandeel shortage in early Jul led to 
many chicks dying of starvation prior to fledging. There were no 
shortages on Ork, the Marwick Head colony having the highest MBP 
(1.53) in '97. Severe gales & heavy rain on E coast destroyed many 
nests in late Jun & lowered success. There was almost total failure on 
St.Kilda OH, MBP 0.01 after the adults deserted in July. The cause 
was not known. Thomson et al. JNCC 1998. 
Area % pop MBP MBP MBP MBP 


change 1994 1995 1996 1997 
Shet -11.8 0.40 0.54 0.61 0.28 
Ork - 1.14 1.22 1.14 1.05 
N Scot - 0.96 123 0.50 0.26 
NW TES) 1.05 1.14 1.05 0.78 
NE +0.2 0.41 0.66 0.26 0.23 
SE Se 0.39 0.51 0.65 0.68 
SW +18.2 0.40 0.78 0.86 0.74 


Breeding: Shet 5,111 nests at 21 colonies was 33% 
- fewer than recent totals; Fair Is 11,650 nests, a 36% 
decline from '92 count; Ork 1,128 nests at 6 colonies 
fledged 1,221 young; OHeb only 17 large young from 
800 nests St Kilda following severe weather late Jun, 
20% juvs in 580S Griminish Pt., N Uist indicated low 
success; M&N 401 AON at Covesea & Portknockie; NE 
| success generally poor with 747prs Forvie MBP 0.16 
(mean 0.44), Bullers Of Buchan MBP 0.17-0.32 (0.63) 
& Fowlsheugh MBP <0.37 (0.82); Forth Is total of 
| 11,229 nests (9,947) with 6,518 Is of May, 3,044 Bass 
, Rock, 714 Craigleith, 389 Inchkeith, 298 Fidra, 147 
| Inchcolm & 119 The Lamb; Loth 892 nests Dunbar 
(761) MBP 0.95; Bord stable 13,393 nests St Abbs, 
_ MBP0.68 was good considering the weather in Jun; Arg 
| 847 AONSs at 3 sites (814), none Sanda Is.; D&G 


y), increases- 488prs Mull of Galloway (293) a recovery to 


1985 peak count & 54 nests Scar Rocks (44). 

- 1,190S Macrihanish Arg Aug-10 Oct (7 dates), had 66% 
' ads suggestive of another poor season on W coast. 

| 4,000/hr N.Ronaldsay Ork 21 Jun with 2,030/hr 7 Jul ; 
| 2,200S Peterhead NE 24 Jul; 16,000S/340N Peterhead 
i), 12 Aug; 500 Speymouth M&N 12 Aug; 2,000 
| Lossiemouth by 20 Aug; 10,000+ Speymouth 21 Aug; 
1,000 juvs Yell Shet 22 Aug. 

if. 5,000 Brora H 1 Sep; 158S/hr Turnberry Pt. Ayr 4 Sep; 
ia). 2,000/hr Eyemouth B 6 Sep; 535S Turnberry Pt. 12-13 
i |. Sep; 2,000 Sound of Sleat H 29 Sep; 10,000+ Strathy Pt. 
| H & c.2,000 past Lossiemouth 2 Oct; 2,500 Hound Pt. 
‘L 11 Oct; 2,500 (90mins) Kinghorn F 19 Oct; 2000 
i) Anstruther F 20 Oct & 3,000 21 Oct: 1,788/hr 
| N.Ronaldsay 25 Oct; 
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* Ivory Gull Pagophila eburnea 
Ist -w Kinnaird Head NE 24-25 Oct. Third for NE. 
Photo: Birding World 10:366 & Birding Scotland 1:33. 


Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis 

1 Kinghorn F 4 Jan overwintered. 

First 1 Stronsay Ork 4 Mar. Then M&N 21 Mar; NE & 
Loth 23-24 March; Ayr & Fife 30-31 Mar; D&G, High, 
Arg, Clyde & Bord 1-12 Apr. Best counts: 100 L.of 
Strathbeg NE 10 Apr with 710 there on 11 May. 


Breeding: With no pairs nesting at L_Ryan D&G (80 in '95, 19 in 
'96), along with the loss of Inchmickery L in '96, there is only a single 
JNCC monitored colony left in Scotland, at the L. of Strathbeg NE. 
355prs bred with MBP 0.18. 4 prs nesting at Forvie NE failed. 
Thompson et al. JNCC, 1998. 


Ork 2prs bred Rendall, lpr Weddell Pt., Burray & 
260prs bred Pentland Skerries, lpr laid eggs. Forth 
Islands no nesting attempt anywhere in Forth for the first 
time since 1945; Arg 3 present Machrihanish but no 
evidence of breeding; Ayr ad seen carrying fish in late 
May but no further evidence. Ads with juvs seen Cloch 
Pt. Clyde in Jul & Arran Clyde Is in Aug suggests colony 
in the Firth of Clyde; D&G despite contradicting the 
JNCC report, 33prs were breeding L.Ryanin May and an 
additional 19prs may have joined later, juvs seen. 
Inland sightings from Barr L. Clyde 7 Jun, 2 Kilconquhar 
F 13 Jul and 5 Bearsden Clyde 10 Aug. 

440 Blackness Forth 31 Jul; 240 Bogside Ayr 1 Aug; 
2,056 Valleyfield Lagoons F 4 Aug; 1,075 Burntisland 
F 25 Aug; 602W/2hrs Kinghorn & 2,200 Musselburgh 
21-22 Aug; 500 Hound Pt. L 2 Sep; 211S (8hrs) Bogside 
12 Sep were most notable autumn counts. 

Last birds M&N, Bord, Clyde & High 22 Sep-7 Oct; Fife 
& Arg 15-21 Oct; Ork 15 Nov. Winter singles Peterhead 
30 Nov; Hunterston Ayr 13 Dec; Eastfield L 16 Dec; 
Southerness D&G 20 Dec; Musselburgh 27&29 Dec. 
Ad Sandwich x Lesser Crested hybrid accompanied a 
large influx of terns at Musselburgh 20 Aug. 


Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii 

First 2 Fife Ness F 11 May; the singles Is of May 15 May 
& Ruddon's Pt. F 19 May. Birds at Forth breeding site 
mid-May. | Ythan NE 8-12 Jun. 2 St Abbs B 17 Jun. 


Breeding: UK numbers continued to decline to just 50prs, the 
lowest total ever recorded. Irish numbers also dropped. 8prs bred 
Firth of Forth (7) fledging 1 chick per pair. 

Thompson et al. JNCC 1998. 
Is of May ringed male & female missed one another by 
24 hours in mid-May, the female stayed & was seen 
display flighting with Arctic Terns before being joined 
by 2 unringed birds. They then all left. Singles (2) 
present Jul in Arctic Tern colony. 
Other records: 1 N Ronaldsay Ork 26 Jul; 1 Kinghorn F 
4-5 Aug & 6,10&19 Sep; 2 Ythan 5 Aug; 1 Musselburgh 
L6, 20 & 22 Aug; 2 Hound Pt. L 13 Aug; 1 Dalgety Bay 
F 19 Aug; 1 Cambo F 26 Aug; 1 Pettycur F 20 Sep. 
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Common Tern Sterna hirundo 

3 L. of Strathbeg NE 6 Apr & | Irvine Ayr 12 Apr. OHeb 
& Ork 16-17 Apr; M&N, High,Shet & Loth 25-27 Apr; 
Arg, Fife & Forth 2-4 May. 

Best counts: 70 L of Strathbeg and 20 Rosemarkie H on 
11 Apr; 26 L.Ewe H 2 Jun. 


Breeding: In N.Scot there was little change in overall numbers 
despite changes between colonies. There was a further increase in NE 
Scot at St.Fergus, producing a substantial 27% rise for the area total. 
In SE Scot overall numbers also increased. Recolonisation has 
occurred in parts of W Scot after control of Mink. 

In W Scot 5 colonies where Mink were controlled produced MBP 
0.83-1.08 from 873prs, while the remaining study colonies managed 
just 0.11 from 156prs. Peregrine & otter predation were also seen in 
the area however. In N & NE the production was a little better than 
‘96 but still poor at 0.19 & 0.22 respectively, with just 24 young from 
246prs at St.Fergus. The best success was in SE with one Forth 
colony rearing MBP 1.24. 


Area % population change MBP 

1996 1997 1996 1997 
N Scot +25 -6.1 0.08 0.19 
NE Scot +11 +27.1 0.07 0.22 
NW Scot na #37 0.33 0.32 
SW Scot na oss a | 0.35 0.91 
SE Scot -14 +9.8 0.02 0.76 
Scotland na na 0.18 c.0.61 


note values with ranges are reduced to single median figure: * SW/NW combined 


Thompson et al. JNCC, 1998. 
Shet 5 prs Fetlar failed; Fair Is 7 prs fledged c.7 chicks; 
Ork 43 birds at 3 sites; High 3-9prs Sgeil Moal Mhoraidh, 
pr L.Caladail, Durness, 104 nests Nigg (MBP 0.3), 12prs 
on fish-farm rafts Avoch, 2prs Handa, 2prs Eigg (MBP 
1.0); M&N very poor year 4prs at 3 sites; NE 206 nests 
St.Fergus fledged 24 young, 134 nests Strathbeg fledged 
62, 89prs at 3 other sites; P&K 3prs R.Tay at Scone 
fledged 3 young, 6ads &1 juv Kercock 10 Jul; Is of May 
max 338prs; Loth 520 clutches Leith docks; Ayr 30 
Hunterston in May but no evidence of breeding; D&G 
5prs L.Ryan (17), perhaps due to overcowding at site. 
Autumn counts: 300 Strathbeg 20 July; 70 Eigg 28 Jul; 
200+ Kinghorn F' 5 Aug; 60 Musselburgh lagoons L on 
10 Aug; 58 Cramond L 12 Aug; 293 Burntisland F on 25 
Aug; 490 Eden Est. F 6 Sep. 
148 birds aged Macrihanish Arg Jul-Oct, 12% were juvs 
(4% in '96). 21% juvs in 70 birds Eigg in Jul. 
Inland: 3 Hogganfield L. Clyde 18 May; 1 Baron's 
Haugh Clyde 13 Jul; 8 Kilconquhar F 10 July; 1 Birnie/ 
Gaddon L. F 18 Jul; 1 Endrick Mouth Clyde on 18 Jul; 
1 Ramseycleuch B 27 Sep. 
Last birds: Ork 8 Sep; Bord 27 Sep; NE & High 4 Oct; 
Loth 8 Oct; Latest 1 Eden F 17 Oct. 


Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea 

First 1 Tankerness Ork 18 Apr. Then Shet, Fife & Clyde 
25-26 Apr; NE & M&N 27-29 Apr; Loth, High & Arg 3- 
10 May; Ayr 21 May. 

Flocks: 70 L.Roe H 7 May; 300 Fair Is 10 May. 


Breeding: Drop to 44 nests at 3 sites N Scot. (65) & 327 nests 
St.Fergus NE (423). Mostly stable SE Scot with 19% rise Is of May 


(531). 273prs at 13 sites W.Scot. an 
Productivity very low at 21 sites Shet, the lowest since '90 with an 
erratic availiability of sand-eels being blamed for shortages at critical 
times. Success was better on Ork but varied between islands with | 
Mainland, Westray & Rousay faring well with good supplies of 
sandeels. Colonies on Westray, Shapinsay & Papa Westray suffered | 
from gales in Jul. Sanday failed through lack of food. At mink- | 
controlled colonies in Argyll success was better (MBP 0.89) than i 
those where mink predation existed (0.24). The poor success in N & | \ij 
NE Scot was attributed to food shortages & disturbance. Small )) \\ 
colonies failed completely in SE Scot due to stoat, fox & gull, 
predation but success on Is of May was good at 0.53. 


Area % population change MBP Al 
1996 1997 1996 1997 By 
Shet 2 ‘ 0.25 0.14 Bal 
Ork 2 : 0.17 0.51 Tis 
N Scot -59 oy) 0.03 009° P| 
NE Scot 424 DD 0.00 0.05 pf 
NW Scot : é 0.75 057 
SW Scot -38 na 0.61 0.39 Hi 
SE Scot =i +16 0.97 0.51 x 
Thompson et al . INCC,1998 |), 


Shet poor season, 4,345prs 517 young at 24 colonies, | 
1,401 nests Fetlar, Fair Is 38% rise to 1,730 nests), 
moderate success (MBP 0.46); Ork 5,650 birds at 4 big)” 
colonies. At 28 colonies 8,07Iprs at 28 sites had oun 
young with colonies in W faring best, in E suffered bad] ul 
weather and food shortages; OHeb 1,212prs at 7 sites; 
High 24prs Eigg just 1-2 fledged, 60prs Portskerra but|) ,,. 
only nest was predated, 40prs L.Roe, 55prs Portgower Hi 
but failed Jul, 34prs Nigg, 22prs at 4 other sites; M&N} jv 
c.180prs Garmouth failed as did 30prs RAF Kinloss; NE|' 
327prs St Fergus (243) fledged 15 chicks, 22prs Forvie;| ‘a 
Fife c.25prs failed totally; Loth 6prs failed due to fom i 
predation, no attempt by 20 birds Tyninghame; Arg/;,, 
270prs at 11 sites fledged 96-126 young; Ayr c.12prs}j j., 
Ballantrae, Sprs had 3br4; D&G 14prs L.Ryan (12). by 
146 aged Macrihanish Arg Jul-Sep held 9% juvs. 0.03%) \i, 
juvs in 280 birds Eigg. 15-20% juvs in 3,000 Skerries| iG 
Shet; 9% juvs in 119 Ruddon's Pt. F. | i 
Large flocks; 380 Eden F 21 Jul; 3,000 Skerries Shet on! i 
24 July (only 15-20% juv); 600 Peterhead NE 2 Aug. |), 
Better passage Machrihanish with 146 birds (42 in '96,| Th 
45 in '95, 1,153 in '94). \ a 
Inland: | Gladhouse L 10 May & 27 Sep. 

Last birds Ayr & Clyde15-16 Sep; M&N, Fife 2 Oct; NEV 
& Ork 13 Oct; FairIs & Arg 18-19 Oct; Shet 31 Oct; with), 
latest Musselburgh L 19 Nov. ; 


Little Tern Sterna albifrons 
1 Bail N. Uist South Ford, S.Uist OH 17Apr. Then Arg 
19 Apr,Loth 27 Apr, D&G, M&N and Fife 1-8 May! , 
High & NE 12-15 May. 15 Donmouth NE 6 May. | 


Breeding: Overall numbers were lower than in '96. Only 22prsy 

bred Forvie NE. In SE some 46prs bred at 3 colonies, Eden Estuary) bi, 
F holding 27-38prs, a drop from '96 (42-45). 
Very low success in Scotland mostly due to tidal flooding & Storms jj, 
in Jun. Only at 8prs at Forvie had any success where an electric fence May 
stopped fox predation. The other 3 Scottish monitored colonies faile Sat uly 
due to disturbance, flooding & predation by foxes & stoats. 


| Ge 


| | 


- R.D.Murray [Ed] 


Area 1996 Pairs 1997 1996 MBP 1997 
N Scot 5 0 0.00 0.00 
- NE Scot 30 22 0.07 0.36 
SE Scot 55 AG rer 0.00 
_ SW Scot 0 0 0.00 0.00 


- Scotland 86 73 0.73 0.11 
a See Thompson et al. JNCC, 1998. 


Ork 3prs reared 5 young, 2 in northern isles & 1 in 
south; OHeb 60prs in N & S Uists; High 10prs L.Fleet; 
M&N 3prs failed in Jul floods; NE 23prs Sands of 
. Forvie; Fife 35prs Eden Est., no young; Loth 2-3prs at 
- 2 sites failed; Arg c.16prs at 3 sites Islay managed just 
1 young, 52prs at 3 sites Tiree, 6prs at a sites Coll; D&G 
| pr L.Ryan 1 May but just 1 birds later. 

Last M&N 3 Jul; Loth 8 Aug; OHeb 21 Aug; Arg 29 

Aug; Ayr 16 Sep; Ork 4 Oct. Last 1 Fife Ness F 25 Oct. 


fi Black Tern Chlidonias niger 
| Singles Soulseat L. D&G, Bonasty Bay Ork and 
| Linwood Pool Clyde 4 May; Gladhouse L 5-6 May; L. 
| i of Strathbeg NE 18-26 May, with another there 8-9 Jun; 
| _ 2 Aird Meadows Clyde 1 Jun. 


: Area 1-15 16-31 1-15 16-31 1-15 16-31 1-16 
fi Jul Jul Aug Aug Sep- Sep Oct 
| N/WIsles” - ; 1 - 1 = 3 
> NScot - - 1 1 1 s 2 
| b NE Scot - - 1 - Di - - 
© E/CScot— - 6 10 13" ** "24 6 - 

> SE Scot - - wrerdi Di cy iL Beste ono - 
\ | W Scot - 1 - - - - - 
| > SW Scot - 3 1 - 5 - - 
. ! Total 0 10 14 25 76 19 0 
1996 0 1 5 32 10 1 1 
1 1995 Ort ae? a iO i il or) 


| Excellent autumn with large counts in early/mid Sep: 
‘lL early bird Duddingston L 28 Jun. 

i Portencross Ayr 21 Jul; 3 Levenmouth F 14 Aug; 
t 4Hound Pt. L7 Sep; 7 Levenmouth 4 Sep; 4 Goosepools 
* F 4-5 Sep; 24 Johnshaven NE 6-14 Sep, 11 on 14 Sep; 

| 4Ruddon's Pt. F7 Sep; 12 Hound Pt. 9 Sep; 4 Girdleness 
\NE 8 Sep; 4 St.Abbs B 21 Sep. Last 1 Hound Pt. 27 Sep 
‘until 1 Scalloway harbour Shet 3-16 Nov, very late. 
34 in 1994, 49 in 1995, 50 in 1996 & 134 in '97. 


-* White-winged Black Tern Childonias leucopterus 
Ad L. of Strathbeg & Rattray Head NE 18 May; ad 
L.Maree H 26 May. 

Juv Kinghorn F 24 Aug & 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 28 Aug. 


Guillemot Uria aalge 

Late winter mortality in Shet lower than last year with 
‘just 168 (1,041) birds washed up Jan-May, 11% oiled. 
162 in beach-bird survey Fife Ness to Berwick. 
‘Breeding: Earlier than normal season in NW and Is of May, first 
-ledging Is of May & St.Abbs B 15-16 Jun This may mean an 
-inderstimate in numbers & productivity. 

‘While there was little change in NW Scot the numbers in E Scot & 
'NE Scot increased in line with long-term trends, ranging from 10% 
it Fowlsheugh NE to 24% at St.Abbs. There was a smaller 8-17% 
increase in Shet although overall numbers have not changed since 
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1986. There was an overall increase on Ork since 1994. 

The adverse weather affected many colonies in Britain during '97, 
reducing success to 0.62, below the mean (0.75). A freak wave 
washed many eggs off the cliff at Sumburgh Head Shet and despite 
re-laying none were successful. 


Area % population change MBP 
95 96 97 95 96 97 

Shet -3 -3 +10 . 0.73 0.76 0.50 
Ork - +19 +15. 0.77 0.81 0.67 
N Scot - - =i sy OY IA9) 0.72 0.65 
NE Scot +23 0 +10 - - - 
NW Scot -6 +8 +0.4 0.69 0.80 0.65 
SE Scot +29 -9 +16 0.81 0.82 0.77 


Thompson et al. JNCC, 1998 & local reports. 
First egg Is of May 18 May, St.Abbs B 29 Apr. First 
chick St.Abbs 30 May. 
Forth Is 26,711 ads (24,468) Is of May,4,400 The 
Lamb, 4,172 Bass Rock, 789 Craigleith, 180 Fidra and 
45 Inchkeith; Arg 7,516 Treshnich Is, Mull 2,500 Sand 
Is., 200 Uamh Ropa, Kintyre & 128 Uragaig, Colonsay. 
Passage: 849/hr N Ronaldsay Ork 3 Apr; 2,000E Brora 
H 17 May; 345E/10min Kingston M&N 18 May; 900/ 
hr Eyemouth B 8 Jun. 
1,206 Wemyss Bay Clyde 17 Aug; 550/hr N.Ronaldsay 
14 Sep; 248W/hr Lossiemouth M&N 1 Oct; 3,000 NE 
Brora 20 Oct; 496/hr N.Ronaldsay 26 Oct;1,846E/2hr 
Kinghorn F 16 Dec. 


* Brunnich’s Guillemot Uria lomvia 

1 Fetlar Shet 26-30 Dec. 

Despite the tendency for corpses to be found in the past, 
the most recent records have been of live ones ! 


Razorbill Alca torda 
Lower late winter mortailty in Shet, 50 birds washed up 
Jan-May (98) of which just 10% (32%) were oiled. 


Razorbill 
Stuart Rivers 
Fife Bird Report 
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Breeding: Handa H, the largest colony in Britain at 15,573 birds, 
had declined by 5% since '87, suggesting little change in numbers in 
a decade although the early season in W Scot may mean the count 
could be an understimate. There was a slight increase at colonies in 
Shet but only at Noss, with 16%, were these changes significant. 
Monitoring on Ork shows an overall increase since '94 ranging up 
to 17-20%. An increase was also seen in NE Scot at Fowlsheugh & 
SE Scot at St.Abbs although there was no change on the Is of May. 
Success was monitored on 4 colonies. Success was lowest on Fair 
Is at (0.63), slightly higher on Canna H & Is of May at 0.71 and 
highest at North Sutor H at 0.88 (on a small sample). 


Area % population change MBP 

95 96 97 95 96 97 
NW Scot -14 . +6 0.00 - 
NE Scot -22 13 +41 0.40 - - 
SE Scot +17 -21 +14 0.62 0.63 0.71 
Shet/Fair Is +13 -4 +3 0.49 0.72 0.61 


See Thompson et al. JNCC, 1998. 
Ork 106 birds The Berry, Hoy (132); NE 41.5% in- 
crease Fowlsheugh; F.of Forth 3,478 birds Is of May 
(3,405), 177prs Bass Rock, 84 Craigleith, 103 Fidra, 
56prs Inchkeith, 24 The Lamb & 4 prs Inchcolm; Arg 
1,348 birds Treshnish Is., Mull (850-1,000) in late Jun 
with 3,000 Sanda where excellent success; Ayr c.6prs 
at 2 sites; D&G stable 351 Mull of Galloway. 
Passage: 103/hr N.Ronaldsay Ork 2 May; 11/hr Eye- 
mouth10 Jul; 2,000 Strathy Pt. H 9 Sep; 50/hr Chanonry 
Pt.H 10 Sep; 84/hrs Ayr Ayr 14 Sep 490/hr N.Ronaldsay 
& 150+S Troon Ayr 15 Sep15 Sep; 2,000+ Strathy Pt. 
2 Oct; 248/hr N.Ronaldsay 14 Oct. 


Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle 
Breeding: There was an overall 3% increase in Shet. In the Braer 
area, recovery is almost complete, lying at 90% of '92 levels. A 
similar recovery was seen on Fair Is whichrose by 13% to 254 birds. 
A census on N.Ronaldsay Ork found 369, comparable to the 374 
found in '84. 
Monitored sites on Fair Is fledged MBP 0.43, a low level compared 
to the 0.79 mean. This is the lowest recorded on Fair Is and follows 
apoor seasonin'96.On Ork MBP 1.48 was achieved on N.Ronaldsay 
& 1.07 on accessible sites on Auskerry. In W Scot 11 nests fledged 
8+ young, despite signs of mink predation. 
Thompson et al. JNCC 1998. 
Shet 2,025 on 15 stretches of coastline, a slight increase 
over 94-96, 131 prs W.Burra but low numbers (66) at 
Noss; OHeb 15+ nests (66 ads) Bearsay, Lewis and c. 
20 Hellisay; High stable numbers Eigg, up to 12 Handa 
after rat eradication; M&N prat Tronach Head with br1; 
Arg 9 nests fledged 6+ young, c.150ads at 17 other 
sites, with 81 near Gigha but absent from 5 former sites 
affected by mink, 155 birds Sanda Is. late Jun, Ipr 
Treshnish Is., Mull (30) Clyde Is breeding at 3 sites 
Arran and | possible on Bute; Clyde 51% juvs in 43 
birds Greenock, a very good season; Ayr bred at 6 sites; 
D&G max 30 L.Ryan in Dec. 
526 Bluemull Shet in Jan; 369 N Ronaldsay Ork in Apr; 
58 L.Ewe H in Aug;144 Gigha Arg in Oct; 464 Yell 
Sound Shet in Dec were notable counts. 
In Firth of Forth singles seen Fife (5) & Loth (5), mostly 
Jun-Dec. 
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Little Auk Alle alle 


Winter 96/97: 21 Sullom Voe Shet & 20 South Nestin } 


Shet in Jan were the only moderate counts. Last M&N, 
Arg & Loth in Jan; Shet, NE, OHeb & Ork 5-15 Feb. 


Area Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec |) 
N&W Isles 55 13 1 5 423 327 258 | 
N Scot 1 - - - 1 316 4\ 
NE Scot 5 2 - - 2 119 5} 
E/C Scot 13 : - - 148 3] 
SE Scot 2 - - - 1 - - 
W Scot Laas? . - 2 2 S163 


SW Scot - - - 110 16) 


N.Isles & NE numbers very approximate. 


Winter 97/98: First Ork 15 Sep; OHeb, Shet & Fair Is 
7-17 Oct; M&N, Loth, Arg & NE 23-26 Oct. 287/hi) 


N.Ronaldsay 26 Oct; 110/hr Sumburgh Shet 17 Nov 


117 Pt. of Ayre Ork & 110 Brora H 20 Nov; 39) 


Peterhead NE 22 Nov; 30 Kinnaird Head NE 23 Noy; 3( 
St. Andrews F & 95 Fife Ness F 24 Nov; 78 An Dubh: 


aird H 28 Nov; 110 Turnbery Pt. Ayr 30 Nov; 22 Clock 
Pt. Clyde 6 Dec; 72 Sullom Voe & 57 Yell Sound She 


7 Dec; 110 East L. Tarbert Arg 14 Dec. 


Inland: 1 Newton Stewart D&G and | Creetown D&G \ 
8 Dec after storm. ; 
1 dead bird Orphir Ork in Dec had biometrics o} 


A.a.polaris from Franz Josef Land. 


Puffin Fratercula arctica 
11 found dead Shet (32) Jan-Mar. 


4,200 E Kinghorn F 4 Jan in E gale.1S Frenchman’) | 


Rocks, Islay Arg 13 Jan. 


First off breeding areas: Bord & Loth 3-10 Mar; NE It | 


Mar; Fair Is & High 23-29 Mar; OHeb & Shet 6 Apr. 
2 Cloch Pt. Clyde 2 Apr. 1 Saltcoats Ayr 4 May. 


Breeding: Decline Hermaness Shet, to lowest level since monitot) 
ing started in '74, continuing the decline that started in '88. The rat}) 


of decline has levelled off, the '97 figure being simlar to '96. 1,86 
burrows Lunga Arg, al4% increase on '94-96. 

Flooding of burrows was a problem in a stormy Jun. The Is of Ma 
had the lowest productivity (MBP 0.64) since records began. 


Thompson et al. JNCC 1997|7 
Shet Hermaness 28,300prs estimated, chick surviva) ") 
was good Sumburgh; Fair Is productivity 0.79 (mea 
0.75) despite a temporary shortage of sandeels; Or) }\ 
691 birds at 4 sites; OHeb St Kilda average succes) || 
reported as average; High max 410 birds Handa; Firt! \ 
of Forth 25,000prs estimated Is of May (24,000), 87). 
birds Inchkeith with 3,209 birds offshore, 2000+bird) ‘iy, 
Craigleith, 594 sites Fidra, 65 birds Inchcolm, 59 bird? ‘; 
The Lamb; Bord 63 ashore St Abbs; Arg 1,866 burrow 


Treshnish Is, Mull (1,643), 290 birds Sanda Is.; Ayr & 


10 off Ailsa Craig in Jun; D&G stable 20 around Mu!) 


of Galloway & 3 off Scar Rocks. 
Peak movements: 119S Peterhead NE 19 Jun; 626/hr] 
Ronaldsay Ork 14 Sep; 113 Cramond L 20 Oct. 


a 
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Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon Columba livia 

"Pure": Shet 500 Gott in Sep; Fair Is 45 in Apr; Ork 40 
Copinsay in breeding season, 550 Barnhouse & 550 
Wideford Hill in Jan; OHeb 225 Middlequarter, N.Uist 
in Oct; High a few prs seen 3 areas; Arg 105 Redhouses, 
Islay in Jan & 135 Craigens, Islay in Oct, 4prs bred 
Sanda Is. with | feral bird present for first time. 
"Feral": 500 Grange F & 412 Gullane-Berwick L/B in 
Feb; 200 Inchmickery L in Jul; 1,000 Wellwood F, 300 
Fife Ness F in Oct; 310 Eyemouth B & 300 Peterhead 
NE in Dec. Bred Haystack F for first time. 


Stock Dove Columba oenas 

Average year N.Isles: 6 birds Shet & 1 Ork. 

150 Musselburgh Lin Jan, 220 Fin Nov & 100 Blackstun 
Clyde in Dec were the only flock counts >99. Smaller 
flocks of 20-70 seen NE, Fife (7), Forth, Loth (6), Clyde 
(3), Ayr & D&G. 

Breeding: High 1 site; M&N 19 sites; NE 5prs at 2 sites; 
P&K 2 sites only; Fife 9prs at 3 sites; Forth noted | site 
only; Loth 6 sites, 9prs Roslin Glen (6); Bord 19 sites, 
Aprs Dunglass; Ayr 26prs at 14 sites, 7prs Lanfine; 
D&G increase in numbers with 3prs Wood of Cree. 


Woodpigeon Columba palumbus 

Winter-spring flocks were smaller. 3,000 Cottyburn L 
in Jan was the only flock >2,000 birds. 2,000 Leuchars 
F, 1,900 Kinneil Forth & 1,005 Charlestown F in Jan; 
1,000 Lochhouses L & 1,000 Threemiletown L in Feb; 
1,000 Humbie L in Mar; 1,340 Cockburn Law B in Apr. 
Also flocks 500-999 in High, M&N, NE, Fife (2) & 
Clyde. 

Elsewhere max counts - Shet 2, Fair Is 1, Ork 92. 
Breeding: Ork c.24prs at 4 sites; OHeb probably bred 
Achmore on Lewis, Borve on Harris & Ben Langass, 
N.Uist; NE 14prs L. of Strathbeg, noted in 88% BBS 
squares (87%); Fife 15prs Damhead of Torr, 10prs 
Inchcolm; Forth BBS shows 4.8/km? square on farm- 
land, 7prs/km? Doune CBC; Loth 29prs Aberlady (29), 
16prs Roslin Glen (25), 31prs at 4 other sites; Bord 
c.100 noted on 11 BBS plots; Arg noted 25% of BBS 
plots (24%). 

Winter: very few large flocks: 3,000 Tyninghame L in 
Nov. Flocks of 1,000-2,000: 1,900 Dallas M&N, 1,500 
Quothquhan Clyde & 1,200 Blackford P&K in Dec. 
Elsewhere max counts - 3 Shet, | Fair Is, 150 Ork, 500+ 
High, 500 NE, 400 Fife, 100 Forth, Bord 800 & 20 Arg. 


Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 
Shet max 15 Strand in Jan, 16 in Lerwick in Dec; Fair 
Is Apr-Oct, max 6 in May; Ork 1-5 N.Ronaldsay Apr- 


- Sep, 20 Finstown in Jan; OHeb 3 small colonies N.Uist 
| & 1 S.Uist, a few elsewhere, mainly Lewis. 


Max counts: M&N 24 Brodie in Feb; NE 38 Dunottar 


. in Jan; Fife 40 Dunfermline in Dec; Forth 46 Menstrie 


in Dec; Loth 35 Musselburgh in Sep; Bord 42 Lees in 
Sep; Arg 24 Cornaig, Tiree in Jun; Clyde 48 Newton 
Mearns in Feb, 45 Palacerigg in Dec; Ayr 57 Gatehead 
in Oct. 


Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 

37 birds, a very poor spring and even worse autumn. 
First singles Bornish, S.Uist OH 2 May; Islay House, 
Islay Arg 4 May; Liniclate, Benbecula OH 8 May; 
N.Ronaldsay Ork & Covesea M&N 9 May. 

Only singles reported, peaking mid-late May. 3 in Jul at 
Holm Ork, Liniclate & Kingston M&N. 


May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1-15 16-31 1-15 16-31 1-15 16-31 1-15 16-31 1-15 16-31 
NIsles 2 6 12 3 2 - - 2 3 3 
Wisles 2 £5 2 - 1 - - - 
NScot 1 - - 1 - - 
NE Scot 1 3 - - 1 1 - 
E/C Scot - 1 1 - 1 
SE Scot 1 1 
WScot 2 3 1 
SW Scot 1 - - - - - - - - 
Total 8 20 17 4 4 0 0 3 3 4 


1996 De DO tO et Omnis 1 Ory oll 4 
1995 12) 5 22 Oxiieal Zi iS 1 0 Syge ale 


A pathetic autumn with just 9 singles from N.Ronaldsay 
(2), Shapinsay Ork, Shet (4), St.Fergus NE & Easter 
Balgeddie P&K and 2 Foula Shet 24 Sep-5 Oct, the 
only multiple record. Last at N.Ronaldsay 25-28 Oct. 


Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 

Earliest Whauphill D&G 6 Apr with 2 OHeb 13 Apr; 
Clachtoll H 14 Apr & Mulindry, Islay Arg 15 Apr. 
Clyde, Ayr, NE & Fife 20-21 Apr; M&N and Bord 25- 
27 Apr; Fair Is, P&K, Loth & Forth 2-5 May; Is of May 
& Ork 10-11 May. Only singles reported. 

Breeding: OHeb 2 feeding juvs (both Meadow Pipit) 
noted; High 10-12 Insh marshes (5), 15mm Eigg (13) & 
5 juvs, juv seen Carr Brae; M&N 2 juvs seen; NE 27 
May records, noted 18% of BBS plots, mean count 2.0 
contacts/plot; P&K 2 of 14 Whinchat nests parasitised 
in N.Perthshire, 3 juvs seen; Forth BBS shows 0.8/km? 
farmland and 0.2 in conifer/moorland edge; Loth noted 
at 5 sites; Bord 40 singing males at 34 sites; Arg 
recorded 31% of BBS plots (43%), 15mm at 3 other 
sites; Clyde 61mm at 46 sites, 4 at Finnich Glen & 
Dumbrock Moor; Ayr 26mm at 25 sites. 

5 Caerlaverock D&G 26 Jun. Last territorial ads mid- 
Jul in Fife, Bord & Ayr. 

Juvs mostly mid-Jul to mid-Aug; Fair Is, Ork (3), OHeb 
(2), High (6), P&K (3), Fife, Loth & Clyde. 

Very few passage birds on mainland & N_Isles. 

Latest singles Nairn Bar M&N 26 Aug; Grummore, 
L.Naver H & N.Ronaldsay 4 Sep. 
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Barn Owl Tyo alba 

High 9 sites checked were occupied, 2 failed, at least 
6br12 fledged, mild winter has encouraged increase & 
spread in Moray basin; M&N 7prs bred (5), also 6 other 
sites Apr-Jul (5) & 14 sites in winter (14); NE 2br4 noted 
& 10 winter sites; Fife br3 was first proved record since 
'93, noted another site; Forth 11 sites, no breeding 
noted; Loth no breeding noted but seen 16 sites, the best 
total for some years; Bord seen 65 sites (47), 4br11 
noted; Arg 1 6prs bred Islay at 27 sites checked & reared 
49 young with MCS 3.6 & MBS 3.1 the highest since '90, 
Cowal 5br18 monitored, also 8 natural sites; 14prs in 
nest barrels mid-Argyll reared 9br27, noted 11 sites 
Mull in winter; Clyde is 5br10 in boxes Arran; Clyde 
9br27 at 3 sites, noted 14 other sites; Ayr high vole 
numbers allowed recovery, 14br49+ in S Ayrshire with 
3 second broods, 13 other prs noted with 4br13, 6 
additional sites in winter; D&G good vole numbers 
allowed some recovery from 95/96 collapse with 45prs 
Galloway Forest park rearing 129 young with 5 second 
broods in Oct/Nov, 42 sites Stranraer held birds, 38 had 
clutches , MCS 5.3, fledging 136 young, MBS 3.6 and 2 
second broods, also bred 5 other sites. 

A pale-breasted British bird Wethersta Shet 12 Oct. 
The corpse of a bird of the continental race T.a. guttata 
found on Eday Ork in Nov had been ringed in Germany, 
another of the same race seen Stronsay Ork 23 Nov. 


* Scops Owl Otus scops 
1 found dead, apparently killed by a cat, Scarnish, Tiree 


Arg 6 Apr. First for Argyll. 
Mounted skin in Royal Museum of Scotland. 


* Snowy Owl Nyctea scandiaca 

1f Fetlar Shet 22 Mar-19 Apr; 1m near Dareninnie. 
Drumochter H from early spring-Jul; 1m Mangersta, 
Lewis OH 29 May-19 Jun, presumably the same 
Drimsdale, S.Uist OH 28 Jun. 

Photo of Drumochter bird, British Birds 91: 496. 

[1972-74] pr that summered at un-named locality OH 
were at Barvas Moor & Machair, Lewis. 

[1992] 1f Balranald, N.Uist OH 30-31 May, taken into 
care, died 9 Jun. 

[1993] 1m St.Kilda OH 11 Apr; 1 f Balranald 14 Apr-18 
Jun, same Bornish, S.Uist OH 16-18 Apr & 23 Jun-Jul, 
& Drimsdale 2 Aug. 

[1996] 1m Ben Macdhui H in Aug was also seen 8 Jul. 


Little Owl Athene noctua 

Poor year. Fife ad found injured Leven 14 Mar,taken 
into care & released 30 Mar; Bord ad St Abbs | Jun; Ayr 
1 killed by a lorry Fenwick 9 May; D&G pr Ruthwell all 
year. First record for Ayr, second for Fife (last in 1910). 
Skin of Ayr bird currently retained at Cumnock. 

Photo of Leven bird in Fife Bird Report 1997. 
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Scottish Bird Report 1997 


Tawny Owl Strix aluco | 
High HRSG monitored 41 nests, MCS from 30 nests was } 
high at 2.8, of 41 prs that laid, 32 were successful rearing | 


58 young with MBS 1.4, with high vole numbers both 

clutch size and productivity were high despite bad May | : 
weather in Sutherland causing mortality through chill- | 
ing: M&N 8prs in boxes Lossie & Speymouth (6), 5br11 | 
(7), pr Findrassie were successful; NE 115 young ringed; | 
P&K 7br19 noted; Fife 4br5 & prs at 6 other sites, | 
nestbox scheme in NE Fife had poor success with just 2 | 
young; Loth 10-1 1prs reported, raising 8+ young; Bord 
84 birds/prs at 69 sites, 9br17 noted MBS 1.89; Arg vole 
numbers high, 53prs Glen Branter laid 150+eggs & 
fledged 95 young, MBS 1.79, 11 other prs nested but 
failed in the glen; Clyde Is 3 prs noted Arran; Clyde a2- | 
3week old owlet Port Glasgow 3 Mar was very early; | 
Ayr 9prs S.Ayrshire had MBS 2.3, 9prs Culzean reared 
only 9 young, Mar-Aug records from 27 other sites with | 
7br16, MBS 2.28; D&G good vole year in Galloway | | 
Forest Park where 31prs reared 59 young ;, MCS 3.1. 


Long-eared Owl Asio otus | 
Winter roosts on N.Isles, max 9 Berstane, 8 Quennamidda, | 
8 Longhouse & | N.Ronaldsay, all Ork ; also 5-8 Strand 
in Jan & 4 Baltasound, both Shet Jan-Mar. Jan-Mar birds | 
elsewhere: Fair Is (2), High (2), M&N (4), NE (1), Fife | 
& Clyde (5). | 
Breeding: Ork pr bred Rendall but failed due to poor | 
weather was first attempt since '71; OHeb pr successful | 
N.Uist; High br2 seen; M&N 5 sites; NE 7 sites with 
singles at another 4 sites; P&K 2prs, 1 successful; Fife | | 
2br3 noted; Loth 3prs , br2 noted; Bord noted 8 sites | 
with 3br6; Arg 3 succesful prs; Clyde 6br16 noted; Ayr| ] 
11br26+, mostly in S.Ayrshire, noted another site; D&G! 
5 broods reported. 
No significant coastal passage although migrants N_Isles, 
max 4 Fair Is 6 Nov & c.9 Ork & c.7 Shet in Nov. 

Roosts: 6 Longhouse in Dec was only large roost. 


Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus 
A better Jan-early Mar: max 4 Carrick Hills Ayr in Jan; | 
7 Boghead Ayr in Mar. 1-3 seen Ork (6 birds), OHeb (2), 
High (2), NE (7+), P&K, Fife (5), Forth (3), Loth, Bord] 
(5), Arg (6), Clyde, Ayr (14) & D&G (2). 
First on territory early Mar. First birds N.Isles 7-23Apr| 
in with occasional singles Fair Is, 1 on 4 dates| 
N.Ronaldsay Ork. I Is of May in May. 

Breeding: Ork no survey but numerous early on but 
fewer later, 21prs Mainland, 2-3prs Hoy & singles prs] 
S.Ronaldsay & Rousay; OHeb c.8prs N.Uist & 11prs| 
S.Uist; High 2 broods seen; M&N 3 sites; NE 10 sites,; 
P&K 15 sites, better success than usual; Fife none bred, 
up to 3 lingered Leuchars; Forth 2-3 sites, no evidence; | 
Loth bred 3 sites (first proved since '93), seen 8 other) 
sites; Bord 38 at 29 sites, 4br13 seen & evidence of} 


| 
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was only success noted in a poor season; Clyde Is 2prs 
bred Arran, 1-2prs Bute; Clyde 7 sites, 1 seen carrying 
food; Ayr 38prs at 6 sites with 18prs Muirkirk area (with 
| good success) & 10prs Lethans. 
- Autumn: 12 Campbeltown Arg in Aug. Poor Sep-Nov 
| : passage with just 6 birds Shet, 7-8 FairIs, 7-8 Ork, 4 NE 
and singles A&D and Is of May. 


| success at 7 other sites; Arg 13 sites, br2 L.Tarbert, Jura 


12 Campbeltown Arg in Aug, 4 Tinto End Clyde in Oct 
& 6 Forvie NE in Nov were only records of >1-2 birds. 


Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeu 
| Breeding: Clyde Is 1 calling Lochranza, Arran; D&G 
_ 3-4mm churring Forest Park, Penninghame & 3-4mm 
' The Bennan. 

1 N. Ronaldsay Ork 1 Sep. 

The poorest year on record. 


| Swift Apus apus 
First single Endrick Mouth Clyde 22 Apr, Then Bord & 
. Fife 24-27 Apr; Loth, P&K, D&G, NE & Ayr 1-3 May; 
M&N, High, Forth & Clyde Is 5-10 May; OHeb and Arg 
) 15-18 May; Ork & Shet 26-29 May. 
| Main arrival 8-12 May in S; 140 Kilconquhar F 9 May; 
| 100 Gladhouse L 10 May; then mostly 12-16 May inN. 
Later influxes of small numbers N. Isles in May & Jun. 
_ Breeding: few useful records. 
. High 12 intree holes L.Garten; NE noted 3% BBS plots 
| ) (13% in'96); Bord screaming parties of 30 Lauder & 38 
, | Peebles in Jul; Ayr 15+prs Ayr Academy. 
, - Influx OHeb in early Jul: 33 Grogarry S.Uist, 50 Port 
,| Of Ness, Lewis to Vatersay & 2-3 St.Kilda. 
+, Best Jun-Aug: 330 L of Strathbeg NE, 250 L.Insh H, 
G 220 Hogganfield L. Clyde, 200 Musselburgh L, 185 
| Kilconquhar, 150 L.Spynie M&N, 150 Kinneil Forth, 
x, 145 N.Craig Res. Ayr in Jun; 500 West Ferry area 
Clyde & 150 Mill of Buckie M&N in Jul. 
100W Rhives H 27 Jul; 100W (10mins) Dirleton L on 
8 Aug, 300S St Abbs B 3 Sep. 
Last regulars Fife & OHeb 1 Sep; Arg, Ork, High & 
a | Bord 4-10 Sep; Loth, Clyde, Clyde Is & Ayr 16-21 Sep; 
ny Shet 30 Sep. Latest 1 Cruden Bay NE 4 Oct. 


* Little Swift Apus affini 
jg) 1 Houbie, Fetlar Shet 29 May. 
ya) First for Shetland & third record for Scotland. 


sp Kingfisher Alcedo atthi 

High bred Insh Marshes & perhaps bred Dalnavert, juvs 
seen Nethy Bridge & Newtonmore, seen 3 other sites in 
ba ‘summer, 3 others in winter; M&N seen 6 sites in 


2 other sites in summer, singles at c.14 sites in winter; 
Forth 2prs R.Carron with Ipr double-brooded, noted 
11 other sites in winter; Loth prs or juvs at 5 sites, seen 
15 sites in winter; Bord seen 21 sites in summer, bred 
at 3, noted 12 sites in winter; Arg 1 site in summer, 2 in 
winter; Clyde Is 2 winter sites; Clyde Is 1 Arran in Feb; 
Clyde 19 prs/territories in summer with 4prs Pollok & 
br2 Lynn Park, seen 6 sites in winter; Ayr 9prs at 8 sites, 
noted at 13 sites in winter; D&G noted 8 sites. 


* Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops superciliosus 

1 Bressay Shet 20 Jun-3 Jul. 

First record for Scotland. 

See Osborn, K. (1998) The Blue-cheeked Bee-eater in Shetland. 
Birding World 10:220-221. 

Jackson B. (1999). My best days birding in Scotland. Birding 
Scotland 2: 79-82. 

Photos: Birding World 10:269 & 437. Birding Scotland 1(cover) & 
Birding Scotland 2:82. British Birds 91: 487. Shetland Bird Report 
1997. 


* Bee-eater Merops apaister 

7 birds. 1 Cullaloe F 14 Jun; 1 Noss Shet 24 Jun-4 Jul; 
3 Rhives H 12-14 Jul, Balnagowan 19 Jul & Logie Hill 
20 Jul to mid-Aug; 1 Strathbeg NE 26 Jul; 1 Redland 
Firth Ork 19-24 Aug, probably same bird at Finstown 
30 Aug & Kirkwall 14-18 Sep. 

First for Fife & fifth for NE Scotland. 


Bee-eater 
Stuart Rivers 
Fife Bird Report 


* Roller Coracius garrulus 
1 Lochaber L. D&G 3-30 Jun. 
Photo: British Birds 91:487 & Birding Scotland 1:36. 


Hoopoe Upupa epops 

1 in spring, 1 in summer & 3 in autumn. 

Singles Kirkwall Shet 4-10 May; Birsay Shet 21 Jun; 
Maaruig Harris OH 25 Sep; Glencarse P&K 12-20 Oct; 
Johnshaven NE on 2 Nov and Muggerslandburn Ayr on 
23 Nov. 

[1994] 1 Uig Sands, Lewis OH 4 May. 
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Wryneck Jynx torquilla 

Very poor 10 in spring, c.79 in autumn. 

1 Hoy Ork 25 Apr; 2 Devilla Forest F 2 May; 4 birds 
Fair Is 5-19 May, with max 2 on 18 May; 1 Stronsay 
Ork 9 May; | Foula Shet 12 May; 1 West Garty, 
Portgower H 20 May. 

Breeding: High good year Badenoch & Strathspey with 
1 pr successful & 4 singing at other sites. 
Concentrated autumn movement 24 Aug-31 Aug. 

30 at 15 sites Shet 23 Aug-5 Sep, with max 5 Skerries, 
4 Fetlar, 3 Quendale & 3 Unst 24-28 Aug; 12 Fair Is on 
most days 25 Aug-18 Sep, max 10 on 29 Aug; 29+ seen 
at 3 sites Ork 24 Aug-2 Sep, max 8-12 N.Ronaldsay on 
29 Aug, also seen Stronsay & Tankerness. 

Elsewhere: 2 Cambo Ness F and | Is of May 27 Aug; 
2 St.Abbs B 29 Aug; 1 Fife Ness F 30 Aug; 1 Milton 
Haven NE 31 Aug-4 Sep; 1 Sannox, Arran Clyde Is on 


25 Sep was first for Arran. 
Photo of bird at Quarff Shet, in Shetland Bird Report 1997. 


Wryneck 
Stuart Rivers 
Fife Bird Report 


Green Woodpecker Picus viridi 

High 4 sites in breeding season, another in winter; 
M&N none reported; P&K scarce with some sites 
abandoned after cold winter; Fife successfully bred 5 
sites with prs noted 3 other sites with singles at another 
30 sites; Loth prs at 8 sites, juvs at 2, noted 15 other 
sites; Bord noted 36 sites, cornfirmed at one, seen 
another 5 in winter; Clyde reported at 9 sites, another 7 
sites in winter; Ayr noted 3 sites; D&G noted 6 sites. 


Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos majo 
Small influx N.Isles 28 Aug-13 Sep, including first 2 
Fair Is since '94, no other records there. 

High prs noted 5 sites; M&N 4 nests L Spynie; Fife 
breeding at 7-10 sites; Loth bred at 13-20 sites; Bord 
noted from 54 sites in breeeding season, 22 sites in 
winter; Arg noted in 6% of BBS plots (9%), 4prs noted 
with young; Clyde 35 territories at 33 sites; Ayr 36 birds 
at 27 sites; D&G noted as breeding at 4 sites. 

First fledged Bord 20 May. 


Scottish Bird Report 1997 | | 


* Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla 
4 in spring, 8 in autumn. | 
1 Fair Is 14-17 May; 3 different singles N.Ronaldsay | | 
Ork 29, 30 Aug & 2 Sep; 1 Sumburgh Shet 7-18 Sep. |) ! 
Photo: of Sumburgh bird, Birding World 10:334. q 


| 
* Wood Lark Lullula arborea 5 
1 Fair Is from 10 Nov into 1998. First there since 1993. \_!) 


Skylark Alauda arvensi , 
Only 6 big Jan flocks noted, mostly in SE: 1,500 Seton! } 
East L, 1,000 Craig Park L, 850 Eyemouth B, 800) \ 
Shallochpark Ayr, 600 Tyninghame L & 600 Seafield) \\ 
Lin Jan. Also flocks of 100-400 seen Ork, Forth, Bord, | i 
Ayr & D&G (2). 
First songs noted late Jan in P&K and M&N, early Feb Ht 
in Loth, late Feb in Shet, but early Mar in Forth & Bord.|) 1 
In High first E.Sutherland 9 Feb, Badenoch 14 Feb,|) |! 
W.Ross & Lochaber 24-26 Feb. | 
Few flocks >200 birds in spring, all seen on N. Isles vital li 
231 N.Ronaldsay Ork 11 Mar; 375 Fair Is, 305 Cl 
N.Ronaldsay & 250 Foula Shet 4-6 Apr. Dk 
Breeding: Ork 23prs N.Hoy (21); High 23prs Inshj 
Marshes (20), fewer Eigg CBC but good success; NE) Si 
62prs L.of Strathbeg; Fife 35-50prs Eden Est. & 40/7 — 
Leuchars Airfield; Forth 9prs/km? Doune (3.6); Loth) Sy 
48+prs Aberlady (48); Bord 40 contacts on E.Loch BBS) | 
plot (20-26); Arg noted 75% of 16 BBS plots (52%), 517), i 
territories at L.Gruinart, Islay; Clyde 24prs Campsie} )ir 
Fells W.; Ayr 20prs L.Goin; 18mm in 1km? Dalton) )i 
newly fledged young Caerlaverock 22 Sep. | i 
Good numbers passed through in late Sep-mid-Oct}) |\\ 
max 250 Scatness Shet, 375 Fair Is, 150 (20 mins) Fife} Any 
Ness F, 154 Almond Pools L, 200 Newmains B, 25()) |\\ 
L.Gruinart, 400 Yonderton Clyde & 600+ Carrick Hills) {ji 
Ayr. 200 Peninerine, S.Uist & 700 Bornish/Rhubgj }ji: 
Ardvule OH in early Nov. 
300 Cardyke Clyde, 150 Swansfield B & 150 Blackstour| 
Clyde were the only Dec flocks >100 birds. 


* Shore Lark Eremophila alpestris 
1 Balmedie NE 18 Mar-27 Apr with 2 birds on 22 Apr| Hee 
1 Fair Is 24 -26 Apr with 5 on 30 Apr and 4 singles o | Hh 
5, 12, 22-23 & 27 May;1 Foula Shet 9 May & 22 May] im 
1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 16-19 May & 22 May; 1| Is of May) i), 
22 May; | Foula 5 Jun. Mires 
1 Is of May 21 Sep; 1 S.Troon Beach Ayr 31 Oct-1 Nov} jy), 
1 Girdleness NE 10-11 Nov. Second for Ayrshire. bind 
: ih 
Sand Martin Riparia riparia line 
First 2 Newton shore D&G 9 Mar; Endrick Mo f 
Clyde 10 Mar. Then M&N, D&G, Fife & High 12- 1 | 
Mar; P&K, Loth and Bord 19-26 Mar; Forth, NE & Ardy bi 
3-7 Apr; Clyde Is 14 Apr; Ork, Shet and OHeb 28 Apr| in 
14 May. } ba 


| me 


) 
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Few around until mid-Apr influx, max 320 L.BroraH & 
150 Norham B 24-25 Apr. Peak arrival 4-9 May when 
1,000 Meikle L. NE, 600+ Strathclyde L. Clyde, 600 
Merryton Clyde,300 Spey Dam H, 220 Martnaham L. 
Ayr & 200 L.Gelly F. 250 L.Migdale H 18 May. 

1-4 birds seen N&W Isles. max numbers mid-May. 
Breeding: Further improvements. High flood problems 
Broomhill, 563 nests at 3 sites E.Ross (580); M&N 
c.394 burrows at 11 sites; NE 890 burrows at 8 sites, 
F declines due to quarrying operation; P&K 480 burrows 
S.Orchil, few 2nd broods; Loth 314 burrows at 7 sites 


uk ODS Me aA BE 


Arg 345 nests at 2 sites where 225 in1996; Clyde 949 
burrows at 15 sites; Ayr 252 nests at 9 sites. 
Largest autumn flock again in Clyde with 5,000 Raith 
Haugh 17 Aug. Max elsewhere: 800 Carsebreck P&K 
in Jun; 200 L.Insh H 4 Jul; 250 Lindores L. F 30 Jul; 
) 120 Bogside Ayr 28 Aug, 500 Castle Douglas D&G 
_ 30 Aug & 220 Hirsel L. B 6 Sep. 
| Last Clyde Is 24 Aug; Arg & Forth 3-6 Sep; Is of May, 
| Clyde, Shet, Ayr, P&K, Ork, High & OHeb 16-26 Sep; 
_ D&G, Bord & NE 2-11 Oct. 
|. Very late singles at Horgabost, Harris OH on 1 Nov & 
) ’ Strathclyde Park Clyde 16 Nov. 


_ with flooding losses 2 sites; Bord 1,195 nests at 17 sites; 


! 

, Swallow Hirundo rustica 

N Exceptionally early birds at Gullane L 11 Mar, Strath- 
_ preffer H 14 Mar & Muir of Ord H 15 Mar. Then Powder 
| Dam Arg 1 Apr; Is of May, Loth, Bord & Clyde 4-6 Apr; 
| D&G, Clyde Is, Ayr, Forth, P&K, D&G, Shet and Fife 
7-8 Apr; M&N, NE, OHeb, Ork & Fair Is 11-15 Apr. 
‘| Widespread arrivals mid-Apr in S but main influx late 

fe Apr/early May, peaking 3-8 May when 1,000+ Meikle 

_L. NE, 800+ L.Gelly F, 500+ Strathclyde L. Clyde, 
| 500+ Merryton Clyde, 400 Kilconquhar F, 200 Spey 

| Dam H & 150+ Croy Ayr. Late influx N.Isles: record 

350 on Fair Is 15 May & 100 Spiggie Shet 18 May. 

|| Peak 2,600 Gladhouse L 21 May. 

Breeding: Shet 3prs reared first broods Foula, but the 


| second broods; Fife 6prs bred central St.Andrews, 
increase since '87; Forth 7 AOTs/km? Doune (7.2); 
Noi : Bord some broods Reston died in hot Jul weather; Arg 
found in 55% BBS plots c.f. 15-25% in 95/96; Ayr rise 
from 1 to 10 nests Auchincruive in 5 years; D&G 10prs 
' Kirreoch, MBS 4.4 for first broods, 1.9 for second broods. 
‘Best counts at reedbed roosts late Aug-early Sep peaking 
jat 10,000 Black Cart Water Clyde & 10,000 Raith 
‘Haugh Clyde 27-28 Aug. Massive 14,000 at Cambus 


Doune P. Forth 15 Sep; 1,000 Raith Haugh & 3,700 
Black Cart 19-21 Sep; 2,500 Kirkton D&G 23-24 Sep. 
Many birds lingered into Oct with last P&K, Clyde Is & 
Shet 17-18 Oct; Fair Is, Forth & Ayr 28-30 Oct. Many 
late birds into Nov with latest Arg & Clyde 1-2 Nov; 
OHeb, Fife & Ork 15-17 Nov; Bord & NE 22-23 Nov; 
D&G, High & Loth 26-28 Nov; with latest 1 Milltown 
airfield M&N 30 Nov. 


* Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica 

3 singles: 1 moved between L.of Spiggie & the Pool of 
Virkie Shet 18-21 May; 1 Tyninghame L 18-20 May; 
1 Eochar, S.Uist OH 21-22 Jun. 


House Martin Delichon urbica 

First 1 Sallochy Clyde 6 Apr. Then High, Clyde Is, Ork, 
NE, P&K, Loth & Bord 11-12 Apr; Fife & Forth 16 Apr; 
Ayr & Fair Is, M&N, Arg & Shet 26 Apr-1 May; OHeb 
18 May. 

Larger numbers late Apr-earlyMay with 44 Tweedbank 
B & 35 L.Gelly F 27-28 Apr; 250 Meikle L. NE, 50 
Hogganfield L. Clyde & 40 Duddingston L 4-6 May. 
Later widespread influx 18-20 May. 

Breeding: Ork 1 site; High 2 broods Achfary where 
usually non-breeding; M&N 32 nests Buckie High 
School (29), best since '92; Fife c.80 nests Saline (80) 
but just 40 occupied after cold weather late Jun, falling 
to 14 nests in mid-Jul and just 4prs feeding young by 
early Sep; Forth just 3nests/km? Doune, 20% of 94/95 
mean; Loth cliff nests - 137 Seacliff area, 93 Bilsdean 
area; Bord 23 nests Eddleston (31), 88 nests on cliffs 
Cove area; Clyde Is 18 nests Cumbraes; Ayr 20-30prs 
Dreghorn (20-25), Penwhapple site demolished; D&G 
much more mumerous Wood of Cree. 

Poor autumn with few large autumn flocks: 160 
Enochdhu P&K 18 Aug; 200 Bogside Ayr, 150 Is of 
May & 120 Kinloss M&N 28-31 Aug; 350 Savoch NE 
& 150 Burnmouth B 1-6 Sep; 120 Ladykirk Ayr & 120 
Eddleston B 10-12 Sep; 120 Dunblane Forth 26 Sep. 
Last M&N, P&K, Clyde, High & Bord 5-8 Oct; D&G, 
Fair Is & Ayr 21-29 Oct; Clyde Is, Loth, Ork, NE & Fife 
9-16 Nov. The latest were very late at Aberlady L with 
3 on 23 Nov & 1 on 29 Nov. 


*Richard’s Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae 

2 in spring, 20 in autumn: 

1 Girdleness NE 4-6 May with another there 20 May. 
1 Fair Is 24 Sep, then daily to 1 Oct with 3 on 27 Sep and 
2 on | Oct; 1 Virkie Shet 28 Sep; 1 Foula Shet 4-14 Oct 
with 2 there 9 Oct; 1 Fair Is 9 Oct;1 Skerries Shet 10 Oct; 
1 Fair Is 13 &16 Oct; 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork on 13, 15 & 
18 Oct; 1 Askernish, S,Uist OH 13 Oct; 1 Stromness 
Ork 16 Oct; 1 Aberlady Bay L 18 Oct; 2 Kilminning F 
20 Oct; 1 Sandness Shet 21-22 Oct; | Balgove Bay, 
St.Andrews F 22-23 Oct; 1 Girdleness 6-22 Nov. 
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* Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris 
1 ad Is of May 1 Jun. Eighth for Is of May. 


*Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni 
1 Fair Is 26 Sep-1 Oct, another present 27 Sep. 
Photo: One of the Fair Isle birds, Birding World 10:388. 


Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 

First | Tyninghame L 6 Apr; NE 8 Apr; Arg and High 
10-11 Apr; Clyde, D&G, P&K, Ayr, Bord & Clyde Is 
12-22 Apr; M&N, Fair Is, Shet, Fife & Forth 27-29 Apr; 
Ork & Is of May 1 May. 

Small numbers E coast 27-29 Apr when main arrival 
inland, max 5 Aberlady L 27 Apr. 10 N.Ronaldsay Ork 
8 May. Passage migrants, mostly 1-3 birds, widespread 
15-20 May when max 45 Fair Is & 8 Is of May 
Breeding: OHeb bred Garynahine, Lewis was first-ever 
breeding for Outer Hebrides; High 23prs at 9 sites with 
7+prs Insh Marshes (16), 4prs Creag Meagiadh (2 in 
'00); M&N 9 sites; Fife 7prs at 4 sites; Loth 7prs at 5 
sites; Bord 31 sang at 16 sites, 9mm Folly Wood; Arg 
noted in stable 29% of BBS plots, 15 prs Taynish (10); 
Clyde 48 sang at 22 sites with 8prs Finnich Glen; Ayr 
33 terr at 10 sites with 4mm Glen Afton (12). 

Usual quiet autumn passage. Last birds, mostly singles, 
M&N, Forth 12-14 Aug; High, D&G, P&K, Loth & 
Bord 22-30 Aug; NE & Fife 1-7 Sep. Later singles 
Ardmore Pt. Clyde 21 Sep, Is of May 24 Sep & Doonfoot 
Ayr on 26 Sep. 

Passage N.Isles from 22 Aug, peak 51 N.Ronaldsay 
Ork & 15 Fair Is 29Aug-1 Sep with scatter to 24 Sep. 
Late bird Fair Is on 22 Oct. 


*Pechora Pipit Anthus gustavi 


1 Fair Is 26 Sep. The only British record for 1997. 
Photos: Birding World 10:387 & 474 and Fair Isle Bird Observatory 
Report for 1997: p 2/3. 


Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 

More winter records than usual from areas, Shet, Ork, 
High, NE, P&K & Bord where normally very scarce or 
absent in Jan. 130 Eigg H in Jan was ususually high. 
First movements Bord & Clyde 9 Feb; P&K and D&G 
23-27 Feb; High, NE & Forth 6-10 Mar; N.Isles 18 Mar. 
Peak passage: 100+ Is of May 27 Mar; 250/hr Fife Ness 
F & 1,270/hr Aberlady L 30 Mar; 1,300 Archerfield L 
& 158 N.Ronaldsay Ork 8 Apr; 277 CoveseaM&N on 
23 Apr; 190 Carsebeck P&K 27 Apr; 275 Fair Is 2 May. 
Breeding: High 67+prs Insh Marshes (50+), 20prs Cove 
area was huge drop from '96, 21 prs Creag Meagaidh (12 
in'90); M&N 17prs Nairn/Culbin Bars, 26 sang Lecht; 
NE noted 74% of BBS plots with mean 10.5 contacts; 
Fife 14+prs Eden Est., 40prs Gaskie Hill; Forth BBS 
plots suggest densities of 9prs/km? on moor/forest edge, 
7.3prs/km? on moorland, 1.3prs/km? in conifers and 
0.04prs/km? on farmland; Loth 35+prs Aberlady (36); 
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Bord noted 65% BBS plots with 38-51 noted E.Loch & 
19-42 on Philhope plots, 41 West Water Res.; Arg just 
25prs Sanda Is. (40); Clyde 21 prs Cathkin Braes (20) 
and 20prs/km? Helensburgh Muir; D&G 44 in upland | 
BBS plot. 

Passage from early Aug: 120 Carsebreck 27 Aug; 737/ 
hr Fife Ness F, 600+ Fair Is, 300 Is of May, 250 Foula 
Shet 1-7 Sep; 260 Foula, 220 Caerlaverock D&G and | | 
175 N.Ronaldsay Ork 20-24 Sep; 500 Fair Is & 500 | 
Carrick Hills Ayr 6-7 Oct; 350 Fife Ness on 19 Oct. 
As usual few in Dec with just 1-3 records Shet, High, | 
MAN, Bord & Clyde. Max 24 Nairn Bar 14 Dec. 


Ss = se 


*Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus 
4 in spring, 1 in autumn, all N_Isles. 
Singles Fair Is 14 May; Waulkmill Bay Ork 19 May; 
Foula Shet 20 May & Skerries Shet 24 May. | 
1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 30 Sep. 


Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus | 
Coastal counts: 46 Portgordon-Strathlene M&N 12 Jan; |}) 
63 Kinnaird-Rosehearty NE 16 Jan; 58 along 
Berwickshire coast B & 32 Gullane-Bilsdean L 2 Feb. | 
23 N.Ronaldsay Ork 27 Apr. First Kyle of Durness H |) ji 
22 Mar. | 

Breeding: Ork 17prs Copinsay, 1lprs Papa Westray, | 
2nd broods noted; High pr bred Brora where unusual; Is | 
of May stable 25prs, 2nd broods noted; Loth 3prs Fidra | 
& Bass Rock; Bord stable 10prs St.Abbs Head; Ayr 
24prs Finnarts Pt.-Downan Hill (34), 20+prs Ailsa 
Craig, 6prs Horse Is.. 
Est. 300 Fair Is 2 Sep; 60 Girdleness-Cove NE 17 Oct; 
72 Portgordon 19 Oct; 27 Lothbeg Pt. H 5 Nov; 30 St. 
Kilda OH 28 Nov; 25 Peterhead NE 21 Dec; 74 Egilsay 
Ork 27 Dec. | 
300 Eigg H in winter, many inland even in hills areas. § 


*Scandinavian Rock Pipit A.p.littoralis 
Regular Barns Ness L 16 Mar-6 Apr with 4-5 on 16 Mar}) 
and 3 on 31 Mar; 4 Skateraw L 6 Apr. Otherwise singles | = 
Maidens Ayr 10 Apr; Fife Ness F 17 Apr; Ulsta Shet on|)_* 
29 Apr; Fetlar Shet 9 May. 


*Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta ‘, 
3 wintered Maidens Ayr to 25 Feb with 2 to 1 Apr and) 
1 until 7 Apr. 1 Barns Ness L 15 Mar-8 Apr. 


Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 
First 1 Barns Ness L 13 Apr was just in advance of} hy Ml 
territorial birds when 4 R.Teviot at Denholm B 19 Apr) | tk, 
& 2 R.Tweed at Springhall B 21 Apr. in 
1-2 Burwick Ork, Aberlady L & Musselburgh L 28 Ap ae 
before first D&G, NE and Clyde 2-4 May; Is of May, pe 
Fair Is and OHeb 9-12 May. A very quiet spring with] = 


totals away from breeding areas: Shet (3), Fair Is (4), ‘ Mi 
} Neco) 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


OHeb (2), NE (7), Is of May (1), Bord (4) & Clyde (1). 
- 3L.of Strathbeg NE 2-16 May & 4 Skateraw L 17 May 
- were best counts. : 
- Breeding: Loth bred Barns Ness, juv Musselburgh late 
Aug may have been locally bred; Bord: 4prs Teviot 
Haughs; min.16prs along R. Tweed, Kelso-Berwick with 
young seen Springhall, Birgham, W.Learmouth & Lees 
and dispersing juvs Folly L. early Sep. 
1m Sandyford Ayr 22 Jul. Locally bred birds in SE to 12 
Sep. Passage birds of unknown race seen Aug/Sep in 
Shet (1), Fair Is (1), Ork (2), High (1), NE (2), Fife (1) 
& Loth (1). Later birds: 1 Monynut B 3 Oct; 2 Eyemouth 
B 6 Oct; 1 Inverness H7 Oct; 1 Machrie, Islay Arg 
18 Oct & 1 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg 22 & 27 Oct. 
Late birds at Fair Is 27 Sep & Scatness Shet 8 Oct were 
thought to be of one of the eastern races. 


Blue-headed Wagtail /_f-flava 

Singles Musselburgh L 3 & 10 May, Haroldswick Shet 
13-14 May, Fair Is 16-17 May and Deerness Ork 19- 
21 May. 1 late bird Foula Shet 27 Jun. 


Grey-headed Wagtail M_f.thunbergi 
‘ Singles Whalsay Shet 12 May, Clachtoll H 24 May, 
| Foula Shet 25 & 27 May & N.Ronaldsay Ork 6-7 Jun. 


_ *Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola 

| 1st-w Sumburgh Head Shet 21 Aug; Ist-w N.Ronaldsay 
» Ork 25 Sep-7 Oct, with another there 28-29 Sep; Ist-w 
, Fair Is 27 Sep-1 Oct with another Fair Is 28 Oct-1 Nov. 


Photo: September Fair Isle bird in Birding World 10: 388 and Fair 
Isle Bird Observatory Report for 1997: p 2/3. 


/ [1996] correction: Ist-w Foula Shet 26 Aug. 


‘ Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 

' Winter reports: Forth (2), Bord (1), & Clyde (4). None 
. noted N_Isles. First P&K 8 Mar, High 23 Mar. 

|| Passage N. Isles: singles Shet (5) & Fair Is (1) and Ork 
1 (2). None Is of May & OHeb. 

| Breeding: Shet | bred Voxter; Ork none; High 3prs 
'Eigg; NE only | record noted; P&K only 3prs Faskally- 
‘Tummel; Fife bred 3 sites, probably bred at 2 other 
» sites; Forth noted 10 sites- average success after poor 
year in '96; Loth noted 10 sites, including 4prs Dean 


‘Hawick; Arg only noted 3 sites; Clyde 25prs at 20 sites; 
‘Ayr 28prs at 22 sites. 

Very poor autumn N.Isles with just 4 Shet, 4 Fair Is & 
22 Ork. No notable mainland passage other than 12/hr 
Johnshaven NE 5 Sep. 

Dec records: High (1), M&N (1), Forth (7), Bord (2) & 
‘Clyde (1). 


‘Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba 
No records Fair Is & OHeb but | Shet, 5 Ork, 1 High & 
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2 P&K in Jan-Feb. Return High late Feb, P&K 5 Mar. 
Roosts/feeding flocks of 175 at Tesco, Tarfessock Ayr; 
52 Leuchars F, 45 Melrose B; 30 Gyle, Edinburgh L; 
25 Bruntsfield, Edinburgh L & 22 Galashiels B. 

Few big Mar/Apr counts, only 60 Millchen Flood Clyde 
2 Mar & 45 Newmains B 5 Mar; 60 Rough Firth D&G 
24 Mar. Very light passage Shet (max 3) & Fair Is (10) 
but 55 Graemeshall Ork 3 Apr. 

Breeding: Shet Sprs (3-5); Fair Is lpr (3); Is of May 
5prs bred (4); Fife total failure of first broods in W; 
Forth 5prs/km? Doune (7 in '95); Bord 7prs at 2 WBS 
sites (10); Arg 4prs Sanda Is. (2-3). 

Recent downward trend of autumn flock sizes continues. 
Max area counts: 22 N.Ronaldsay Ork 6 Aug; 28 Tralee 
Arg8 Aug; 100+ St.Andrews F 23 Aug; 42 Musselburgh 
L31 Aug; 150 Horse of Bruar P&K7 Sep; 144 Tayport 
F 21 Sep; 70 Turnberry Ayr on 28 Sep; 48 Lunderston 
Bay Clyde 5 Oct; 45 St.Boswells B 11 Oct. 

150 roosting central Kirkcaldy F in Oct with 350 Melrose 
hospital B & 70-80 Kilmarnock bus station Ayr in Dec. 
Last Shetin Oct, Fair Is in Nov & just 2 Dec records Ork. 


White Wagtail M.a.alba 

First Reston B 19 Mar; Shet, Ork & Loth 23-31 Mar; 
OHeb, Ayr & Clyde Is 8-10 Apr; Clyde, D&G, High, 
Fair Is & Arg 12-20 Apr; M&N, NE & Is of May 28 Apr- 
1 May. 

Poor spring on E coast/N_Isles. Best: 38 Archerfield L 
7 Apr; 22 Stevenson Ayr 11 Apr; 30 Troon Ayr 25 Apr; 
22 South Bay Clyde 27 Apr; 25 Cardross Clyde 30 Apr; 
39 Dipple Ayr & 26 Oronsay Arg 5 May; 100 St.Kilda 
OH 10-12 May. 

Breeding: Ork 1 may have summered N.Ronaldsay; Is 
of May mixed pr (f alba) reared br3. 

In autumn, mostly 1-2 birds on mainland, but 175 Fair 
Is 26 Aug; 28 Kirkton H 30 Aug; 40 Sumburgh Shet 31 
Aug; 10 Lochlea Ayr 11 Sep; 24 St.Kilda 16 Sep; 21 
N.Ronaldsay 22 Sep. 

Last mostly late Sep but 1 N.Ronaldsay 15 Oct and Fair 
Is 13 Nov. 


Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus 

Moderate influx of late 1996 moved on in Jan 1997 with 

some remaining in southern cities. Few in winter 97/98. 
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Sep Oct Nov Dec 


N/WIs. 5 5 5 - 10 6 
INESCOEM TT TOO S825 a hS 1 - - 3 8 
NE Scot *75 *50 *22 37 - - - - 2 
E/C Scot 61 189 89 24 - - - 1 - 
SE Scot*662. 215 *1 51 - = - - 8 


W Scot 701 350 420 99 21 

SW Scot 99 69 19 - - - - - - 
1997 1682 966 588 224 22 0 0 14 24 
1996) 52215227 4073 1025" * 75 0 4 1552 2942 
1995 A) ANS) XO) 8 - = aay 44 7 


NB: numbers approximate, * = min numbers 
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Winter 1996-97: 

650 Granton, Edinburgh L 1-2 Jan broke into smaller 
flocks seen through city in Feb, but few in Mar; numerous 
small parties Glasgow in Jan/Feb but larger flocks 
outside city with 70 Paisley & 98 East Kilbride Clyde in 
Feb; 115 Airdrie & 80 High Blantyre Clyde in Mar. 
Only max 26 Aberdeen NE in Jan, 77 Perth P&K, 50 
St.Ninians Forth & 40 Inverness H in Feb. Max counts 
elsewhere: 5 Ork, 18 M&N, 8 Fife, 1 Arg, 8 Clyde Is, 12 
Ayr in Jan; 20 Bord & 35 D&G in Feb. 

Last Arg & Clyde Is in Jan; Feb in Forth; Ork, Bord, Ayr 
in Mar; M&N, NE & Loth 5-11 Apr; P&K and Fife 17- 
19 Apr. Last 1 Dornoch H 10 May & 20 Paisley 16 May. 
1997-98: Thin scatter of birds. First singles Burra Shet 
6 Nov; Baltasound Shet 8 Nov; Finstown Ork 13 Nov. 
Tiny numbers in N.Isles, parties of 1-2 birds to 5 Dec. 
On mainland: 1 Tain H 23 Nov; | Kingsbarns F 25 Nov; 
1 Dornoch 27 Nov; 1 Achfary H 28 Noy; | Coldingham 
B 8 Dec; Peterhead NE 9 Dec. Numbers tiny, max just 
3 Stornoway OH 15 Dec & 3 Haddington L 24 Dec. 
None Fair Is, M&N, Forth, Arg, Clyde Is, Clyde & Ayr. 


Dipper Cinclus cinclus 

Breeding: OHeb 4 breeding season records, mostly 
singles; NE 3prs in 6 miles of Bronie Burn, Udny; Forth 
WeBS counts show 23 for Jan, 3 for Feb & 1 for Mar as 
wintering birds depart for hills, with 19 in Dec count; 
Bord 1 | prs on 13km of Teviot near Hawick, 6prs at two 
WBS sites (6), 13br55 in Peeblesshire, MBS 4.23 (4.25); 
Clyde pr at 470m Lag Uaine; Ayr 39prs noted with 7prs 
Catrine-Greenock Br. rearing 28 young in first broods. 


Black-bellied Dipper C.c.cinclus 
1 North Grind & Hjunki Geo Shet 22-23 Mar. 


Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 

Fair Is 37-40mm (35-40); Ork 10+prs Trumland Wood, 
Rousay (19); High 8prs Creag Meagaidh (4 in '90), 
good season Eigg with numbers returned to pre-95/96 
crash level; NE 42mm Strathbeg (30), many young, 
present in 71% of BBS plots (56%) with mean of 4.5 
birds/plot; P&K 19prs Vane Farm (13); Fife 19prs 
Eden Est.(12), prs Inchcolm Is., both breeding numbers 
& success were down in St.Margaret's Marsh CES plot; 
Is of May 2mm on territory, 1 pr raised 2 broods; Forth 
1 1prs Lower Devon (13), 3.0prs/km? Doune CBC (4.8), 
BBS returns suggest 4.2contacts/km* in conifers, 1.9 on 
farmland & 1.1 in urban habitats; Loth 13prs Vogrie 
(8),14+prs Aberlady (13),19prs Addiewell Bing (10), 
29prs Roslin Glen (25), 12prs Hadfast valley (12); Bord 
6prs St.Abbs (6), 22prs Duns Castle, best BBS plot 
Wauchope Forest with 11-15 contacts noted; Arg 40prs 
Taynish CBC (25), noted 56%of BBS plots (57%), 49prs 
L.Gruinart, Islay & llprs on Sanda Is.; Clyde 14prs 
Merryton (10), 19prs in 1.6km transect Linn Park (18 in 
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'95); Ayr min 6prs Ailsa Craig. 
1 at 2,500ft in Sep on Carn Aosda NE. 
Passage: spring max 21 N.Ronaldsay Ork 6 Apr. 


Autumn: 25 Is of May 27 Sep & 30 N.Ronaldsay 7 Oct. | 
Photo of a Fair Isle bird in Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report for 
1997: p 2/3. 


Dunnock Prunella modularis 

Jan-Feb singles Shet (2) & Ork (3). 

Arrival Ork 17 Mar, Shet 18 Mar & Fair Is 22 Mar. 
Moderate passage with mostly 1-3 birds. 

Breeding: Ork 12 sites Mainland (9), TrumlandWood, | 
Rousay 3+prs (7); NE noted 59% (49) of BBS plots,} 
mean 2.0, 6prs L.of Strathbeg; P&K 8prs Vane Farm) 


(21); Fife 12prs Eden Est. (7), 11% increase adults\ 


St.Margaret's CES but productivity dropped 6%; Forth 
5prs/km? Doune CBC (7.2), 5prs lower Devon (6), BBS | 
plots show 1.1 contacts/plot in urban, 1.0 in moonanay 
conifer edge, 0.3 in conifers & 0.4 in woodland; Loth) 
25prs Aberlady (28), 4prs Roslin Glen (6), 17prs Hadfast) 
valley (15), 10prs Royal Botanic Gardens; Bord 8prs| 
St.Abbs (6); Clydel4prs Merryton (13). i 
Very scarce autumn passage N.Isles, mostly singles| 
Shet, max 6 Fair Is & 6 Binscarth Ork 16-17 Oct. 
Elsewhere 15+ Navidale H, 10 Drums NE & 15 Fife! 
Ness F 20-28 Sep; 5 Is of May 2 Oct; 10 Nairn Bars} 
M&N, 10 Girdleness NE 16-21 Oct; 20 Barns Ness L) 
20 Nov. Winter numbers Eigg H rose to c.70 birds. | 
No Dec records Shet & Fair Is but seen 2 sites Ork (6),) 


Robin Erithacus rubecula 

Wintering N.Isles - 13 Shet (8) & c.9 Ork (30). | 
A few N.Isles from mid-Mar: max 5 N.Ronaldsay Orkj 
18 Mar; 16 Fetlar Shet 21 Mar; 10 Fair Is 27 Apr. | 
Breeding: Ork 3+prs Trumland (11), summer juvs| 
Papa Westray & St.Ola suggest breeding; High bredh 
Handa, 28% up Eigg CBC, few from early broods buf 
better later, NE noted 65% BBS plots, mean 3.0; P&K 
15prs Vane Farm (21); Fife 9prs Eden Est., stable 
St.Margaret's CES but poor productivity, failure 1s¥j 
broods in W.Fife in bad May weather; Forth 4 prs/km) 
Doune CBC (3.6), 2prs lower Devon (2), BBS returng 


II( 


} 


show 2.1/km? in conifers, 0.8 in farmland & 1.5 i Mit 
St, 


urban; Loth 1 1+prs Aberlady (13), 17prs Hadfast valley | 
(15), 28prs Roslin (22), 18prs Addiewell Bing (16), pl 


bred Bass Rock, first breeding; Bord 22prs Duns Castle} mm 
Arg 22prs Taynish (10), seen 62% of BBS plots (52%)} I ho | 


7prs L.Gruinart; Clyde 14prs Merryton (9). 


Extremely light passage N.Isles, max 6 Shet, 9 Fair Is & 4 


10 Ork. Just slightly better totals on mainland-20+ Fife 
Ness F 28 Sep;10 Girdleness NE 13 Oct; 50 St.Abbs & 
16 Oct; 30+ Tarbet Ness H, 50 St.Abbs & 12 Skateraw) 


L 3-6 Nov. 10 seen together Creag Meagaidh H 31 Ocl), A 


were assumed to be migrants. Mh. 


Small movement (5-9 birds) Shet & Fair Is 4 Dec. 
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*Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia 

3 in spring. 

1 ad Fair Is 24 May, Ist-s there 7 Jun, another 26 Jun. 
Photo: one of the June birds in Birding World 10:250. 


*Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 

1 Foula Shet 13-15 Jun; 1 dead Kirkwall Ork 17 Aug. 

_ [1989] 1 Gn song) West Loch Tarbert Arg 25 May. 
2nd record for Argyll. 


- Bluethroat Luscinia svecica 

| Red-spotted Bluethroat L.s.svecica 

| Smaller than usual numbers mid-May. 

First 1 Fair Is 10 May; 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 11 May; but 
main influx 16-25 May, peaking 18-22 May when max 
| 5 Fair Is, 5 Is of May, 3 N.Ronaldsay, 3 Foula Shet, 3 
Girdleness NE and singles Quendale Shet, Northdale 
Shet, Stronsay Ork (3), Drums NE & Musselburgh L. 
Later birds Fair Is & Foula 5-6 Jun. 

Total c.39 birds with 5 Shet, c.11 Fair Is, 9 Ork, 4 NE, 
‘9 Is of May and single Loth (c.58 in '96). 

_ Autumn: singles Fair Is 30 Sep; Fair Is 12-20 Oct; 
*) Skerries Shet 17 Oct; Fife Ness F 19 Oct; Boddam Shet 


Bluethroat 
Stuart Rivers 
Fife Bird Report 


Un 


Su 'White-spotted Bluethroat L.s.cyanecula 
lg Im St.Abbs B 4th May. First record for Borders. 


“Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochrurus 

“Singles Borgue D&G 1 Jan & Montrieth cliffs D&G 31 
Jan-Mar were the only early-year winter records. 
First 1 St.Abbs B 6 Mar; 2 Lerwick Shet 8 Mar; then Fair 
‘Is, Ork & Is of May 18-26 Mar; Loth 6 Apr; NE 25 Apr. 
‘Scatter of birds late Mar & Apr: 14 Shet, 2 Ork, 1 NE, 
t1s of May, 2 Loth, 2 Bord, max 3 Fetlar Shet 4-6 Apr 
& 3 Is of May 27 Apr. Further movements May-early 
June with 12 Shet, 4+ Fair Is, 5+ Ork, High, NE, 2+ Is 
of May & Bord with first birds M&N, Fife (6), Arg & 
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OHeb (2), max 4 Fair Is 12 May. 

Breeding: 2ads + 2 recently-fledged juvs Is of May 
during mid-Aug strongly suggests local breeding in 
Fife or Lothian. Juvs remained until 3 Oct. This recalls 
the early Aug '96 record of a juv at Musselburgh L. 
Noted Musselburgh L 12 Aug & Whalsay Shet 21 Aug 
but then no birds until 28 Sep. Light autumn passage, 
mostly singles:2 Shet, c.4+ Fair Is, 4 Ork, 2 NE, 2 Is of 
May, | Bord & 1 Ayrin Oct and 3 Shet, | Fair Is, c.3 Ork, 
2 Fife, 2 Loth. Last Is of May, Fife & Ork 2-12 Nov, 
Loth 16 Nov & Shet 29 Nov. 

1 Fair Is 14-16 Dec may have overwintered. 


Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 

1 Stoer H 5 Apr, 1 Forest Lodge H 9 Apr. Then D&G, 
Clyde & Bord 13-18 Apr; Ayr, P&K, Fife & Is of May 
20-23 Apr; NE & Forth 27-30 Apr; Shet, Ork & Fair Is 
4-5 May; M&N 11 May. First Loth 29 May. 

Most first records were fromterritorial sites. Very modest 
passage on coasts & N.Isles, mostly 1-2 birds. 

Only 5-10 records Shet,10-20 Ork & on N.Sea coasts 
just 2 birds NE, 1 Loth, c.7 Bord & none Fife. Max 3 
Fetlar Shet, 10 Fair Is, 4 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 3 Is of May 
& 2 St.Abbs B 8-11 May. Exceptional numbers E.Ross 
H in spring. 

Breeding: High 9prs Insh Marshes (10+), many broods 
Strathspey in Jun but heavy mortality in Jul rains; M&N 
c.23 at 10 sites with 9mm Drynachan; NE noted 7 sites; 
Fife probable increase, noted 5 sites, proved at E.Fife 
site; Forth 44 nests Trossachs (38), 240 young, MBS 
5.4; Loth poor year with Sprs at 3 sites; Bord 51mm at 
33 sites with 8 Plora; Arg 8prs Taynish (5), 6 clutches 
N.Argyll boxes with 4-10 young, MBS 0.7-1.7 (5.3) due 
to pine marten predation; Clyde 27 AOTs at 7 sites, 7 
Finnich Glen; Ayr 62prs at 26 sites, with] 3mm Lanfine, 
8 Glen Tig & 6prs Glen Afton (6); D&G 31mm at 8 sites 
noted, with 4br22 at Croft Head & 80% increase in 4 
woods in the Buccleugh Estates. 

First young seen Bord 25 Jun. 

Last on territory: P&K, Forth 10 Aug, High, Loth, Bord 
27-31 Aug & Clyde 6 Sep. 

Very quiet autumn,main movement 27 Aug-6 Sep when 
max 13 N.Ronaldsay, 8 Fetlar Shet, 8 Fair Is, 6 Skerries 
Shet but just 1-3 birds on the mainland coasts. 
Extremely quiet 10 Sep to 5 Oct, max 4 Is of May 22 Sep 
and singles Shet & Bord (2) with none Ork, Fife & Loth. 
Small fall 6-16 Oct: 10 Shet, a few Fair Is and only 
singles NE, Fife, Bord & Arg with none Ork, Is of May 
& Loth. Last Ayr 23 Aug; Ork 6 Sep; D&G, Clyde & Is 
of May 18-30 Sep; Arg 6 Oct; Fife, NE & Bord 16 Oct. 
Late singles Fair Is & Foula Shet 30-31 Oct. 

1 photographed at Westlands, Bute Clyde Is on the 
extraordinarily late date of 19 Dec had been in the area 
for a week or so. 
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Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 

First 1 Hensol D&G 4 Apr. Arg & Loth 16-18 Apr; 
Forth 20 Apr; High, Shet & Ayr 29-30 Apr; Clyde, NE, 
Bord, P&K, Fair Is & Fife 1-4 May; M&N, OHeb, Ork 
& Clyde Is 7-11 May. 

Quiet spring N. Isles, max 6 Fair Is. Light passage N.Sea 
coasts, max 10 Fife Ness F & 7 Musselburgh L 4 May; 
7 Is of May 18 May. Widespread from 10 May. 
Breeding: Ork | singing male only; High 23prs Eigg 
(30+); M&N 12 sites; NE7 sites; P&K 14 nests mostly 
fledged 20-25 Jun, 2 held Cuckoo chicks, 5prs Carsebeck 
left early in late Jul; Fife 5 sites, 5mm Wether Hill (9); 
Forth 8prs Braes of Doune; Loth 34prs at 12 sites with 
8prs Moorfoot Valley & 3prs Green Cleugh (9); Bord 
86prs at 45 sites, 9mm Rankle Burn; Arg noted 50% of 
BBS plots, (38%), 27prs L.Gruinart, Islay (11) & 9 
Colonsay (5); Clyde Is 7mm Boguille; Clyde 55prs at 
28sites; Ayr 33mm at 13 sites, 5prs Carrick Hills (6); 
D&G 21mm at 5 sites with 10+prs Gatehouse Station. 
First fledged noted Bord 9 Jul. 

Last inland: Loth 7 Aug; P&K, High & Clyde 2-7 Sep; 
D&G, Bord 15 Sep. 

Widespread movement 27 Aug-6 Sep with 70 Fair Is, 
49 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 40 Skerries Shet, 27 Foula Shet, 
25 Unst Shet and many smaller parties N.Isles. Fewer on 
mainland, max 6 Girdleness NE, 5 St.Abbs. Very light 
passage mid-Sep-mid-Oct, only 3 birds Shet, 1-2 Fair Is, 
max 8 N.Ronaldsay, 1 OHeb, 2-3 NE, 1 Fife, 1 Bord, 1 
Arg, | Ayr & none Is of May, Loth & Clyde. 

Last Clyde, Clyde Is & Loth 29 Aug-9 Sep; Ork, OHeb, 
High, Arg, D&G, Bord & NE 20-30 Sep; Fife 7 Oct; Ayr 
19 Oct; Shet 2 Nov. 1-2 Fair Is Oct-Nov with last 1 on 
11 Nov. 


Stonechat Saxicola torquata 

Despite the mild winter, there were fewer early-year 
reports, possibly reflecting poor breeding in 1996. 
Jan/Feb records: Ork (2 sites), M&N, NE (5), Fife, Loth 
(3), Bord, Clyde Is, Clyde (1). Mostly 1-2 birds but 12 
Cowgill Clyde 4 Jan in deep snow. 

Inland arrivals: P&K, Bord & Clyde 6-9 Mar; Shet & 
Ork 18-19 Mar; Forth 5 Apr. 

Breeding: some recovery. Ork 37prs Hoy (30), 20prs 
West Mainland; High 8prs Eigg (4), some recovery SE 
Sutherland but still below '95 levels, W. Ross numbers 
x6 those of '96; M&N 18prs (8) with 9 (3) on inland 
sites; NE moderate recovery and better season with 11 
juvs amongst 17 birds Glen Dye in Jul; P&K 17prs from 
12 sites; Fife 2 coastal sites; Forth 3 sites; Loth 7 areas 
(9); Bord noted from 11 sites with 2 coastal broods; Arg 
found in only 13% of BBS plots (19 in '96, 41% in '95), 
big recovery to 27prs Colonsay (8), smaller recovery to 
5prs L.Gruinart, Islay (3); Clyde Is 6prs Glen Sannox, 
Arran; Clyde 10prs at 9 sites; Ayr some improvement, 
27prs seen at 18 sites, 7br15 noted, MBS 2.03 (3.38); 
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D&G noted 12 sites. 
First young: Clyde 25 Apr, Arg 7 May, High 8 May,} 
Bord 10 May, Ork 22 May, NE 29 May. | | 
Usual Sep-Nov movements, mostly 1-2 birds on coast\f . 
but 8 Monynut L 28 Sep; 10 Carrick Hills 7 Oct, 5 Fife| ‘| 
Ness F 18 Oct & 5 Delnies M&N 28 Nov. Dec records.) tN 


i) 
| 
| 


*Eastern Stonechat S.t.maura/stejnegeri i) 
1 f or 1st-w m Fair Is 6 Nov; 1 m Fetlar Shet 8-9 Nov, | if 
[1995] 1f or 1st-w m Haroldswick, Unst 21 Sep. I 5 
Now 7 birds for 1995. 


| q 
Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe a 
First 1 Keils Arg 9 Mar. Then Loth 10 Mar; D&G, Ayl| 
& Clyde12 Mar; M&N, P&K, OHeb & High 14-15 Marj hi 
Clyde Is, Fair Is, Ork, Fife & Bord 19-26 Mar; NE & ¥ 
Forth 2-6 Apr. Bis 
Widespread arrival in S from 2-4 Apr but 10-12 Apr ir] t 
N. Isles. Fewer early Apr: 27 St.Abbs B, 25 Aberlady Lj __ 
& 22 Green Cleugh L 8-15 Apr. Then 210 Fair Is anc§j\y 
128 N.Ronaldsay Ork 17-18 Apr. Bigger influx 30 Apr), 
8 May when 300 Fair Is, 122 N.Ronaldsay, 100+ Foulaj jy, 
Shet, 75 Deerness Ork, 50+ Collieston NE, 50 Is off — 
May, 44 Barns Ness L, 40 Tyninghame L, 33 Strathlen 7 
M&N & 30+ Fife Ness F. Few thereafter. | 
Breeding: Ork 15prs N.Hoy reserve (14); M&N 32pr: Ent 
at 18 sites; NE noted 12% of BBS plots (16%); Is o; bh 
May 5prs bred (1); Forth 20prs Inverlochrig (12); Lotl bi 
22prs Moorfoot valley (27) with 4 nests lost to flood ly | 
14prs Swantson (7); Bord 92prs at 48 sites, 9br25 noted hin 
MBS 2.8 (3.7); Arg noted 43% BBS plots (38%), 33pr! ithy 
L.Gruinart, Islay & 15prs Sanda Is.; Clyde 56 territoriejf, be 
at 25 sites, 13prs Fintry area; Ayr 36 territories noted a Whi 
15 sites. First young noted Bord 2 Jul. be 
Although first dispersal from late Jun, much moveme nm 
well into Aug with 21 Cornalees Bridge Clyde 7 Aug es 
Main passage in N: 375 Fair Is 18 Aug; influx 26 Aug th 
6 Sep with 425 Fair Is, 252 N.Ronaldsay, 100 Sumbuns f: 
Shet, 70 Foula, 40 Deerness & just 20 Girdleness o 
mainland . Elsewhere just 1-6 birds. Last inland record ; i... 
mostly mid Sep. Last M&N, Fife, Ayr, Clyde, Forth é Bishi 
NE 5-10 Oct; Is of May, OHeb & Bord17-19 Oct; D&G hi) 
High, Fair Is , Clyde Is & Ork 23-28 Oct; Shet 4 Noy bs 
Late birds in Loth with singles Skateraw & Aberlad)) 


(3) with last bird at Aberlady 29 Nov. 


Greenland Wheatear O.0.leucorrhoa 

1 Aberlady L 19 Apr. Passage 3-10 May: 40 Tyningham} 
L; 13 Skateraw L; 11 Allender-Kelvin Clyde; 6 Aberlad)),, 
& Brighouse Bay D&G; 5 Oronsay Arg; 3 Endric ¥ 
Mouth Clyde & Newstead B. 1-2 birds Barns Ness Ij}, : 
Claddach Arg, East Kilbride Ayr & Turnberry Pt. Ayij 
15 Is of May 15 May & 1-2 Girdleness NE & Strathle mes 


- R.D.Murray [Ed] 


M&N 17-20 May. 
1 Gigalum Bay, Gigha Arg 29 see and singles Oronsay 
11 & 18 Oct. 


- * Biack-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica 

_ Istsm Fair Is melanoleuca 17 Jul-8 Sep, by which time 
_ it had moulted to 1st-w. 

_ 6th for Fair Is and 2nd of eastern race for the island. 


- * Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti 

— If Thorntonloch L 9-13 Oct; 1m Girdleness NE 7 Nov; 
1f Musselburgh L 1 Dec-4 Jan 1998. 

_ The first records for Lothian and NE Scotland were part 


_ of arecord influx of 17 birds into Britain that autumn. 
See Philips, I.M. (1988). Desert Wheatears in Scotland: A review. 
Birding Scotland 1: 73 
‘ Gillon, K. (1998). Desert Wheatear at Dunglass & Thorntonloch. 
| Lothian Bird Report 1997: 107. 

© Scott, H.I. (1988). Desert Wheatear at Girdleness. North-east Scotland 
- Bird Report 1997: 105-107. 
+ Photos of Thorntonloch bird: Birding Scotland 1:37, Birding World 
'10:412. Musselburgh bird: Birding World 10:499 & British Birds 
91:490. 


»* White's Thrush Zoothera dauma 
) 1 Foula Shet 29 Sep. 
we ifth for Shetland. Last Scottish record 1993. 


» 1 Gowk Stone, Cumbraes Clyde Is 30 Jan. 
“First Ardeer Ayr 12 Mar. Then Fife, P&K 16-19 Mar; 
ll High, Bord & NE 28-29 Mar; Loth & Arg 2-4 Apr; 
ith Clyde, Fair Is, Forth, D&G, Ork & Shet 15-25 Apr; Is of 
May & M&N in May 
et) Main influx 9-15 AprinS. Most first records on territory 
1 | with very few on coast, just 3 Is of May, 3 Fife, 1 Bord, 
ne) 9 Arg &1 Ayr. Few N.Isles (13 Shet &11 Ork ) mostly 
al) 1-2 birds, but 5 Fair Is & 3 N.Ronaldsay Ork 24-25 Apr. 
Breeding: Highc.23 at 16 sites, 8mm at 6 sites Lochalsh; 
itll VI&N 9 at 7 sites; NE noted 12 sites; P&K noted 20 
ik) sites; Forth noted 5 sites with 5 Rhuveag; Loth/Bord 
AN /51 known sites were searched in Pentlands, Moorfoots 
ult }< Lammermuirs, just 30 occupied and only 59% of 37 
)ites surveyed in '85 were still occupied; Bord 32 prs 
sat ioted at 16 sites; Clyde 4 sites; D&G 8 sites. 
tl) ast breeding area records: Bord 10 Sep; Loth 20 Sep; 
Dal H-lyde 26 Sep. 
H | Migrants from 23 Aug on Foula Shet but very poor 
a) | oastal passage - just 9 records from Shet, 6 Ork, 2 Is of 
ay, 2 Fife, 3 Bord and single records OHeb, NE, Loth 
E Clyde. Mostly singles, max 7 Fair Is & 6 Is of May 
»5-18 Oct. 9 Creag Meagaidh H 22 Sep were probably 
gi /tigrants. Last Loth 20 Sep; Fife 1& NE 6 Oct; Is of 
«ill fay, Shet, Clyde & Bord 19-21 Oct; Ork 26 Oct. 
sit) ate singles at Snishval, South Uist OH 12 Nov, Fair Is 
|0 Nov-3 Dec with another Fair Is 4 Dec. 1m in garden 
‘A'l iverness H from late Dec. 
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Blackbird Turdus merula 

Winter counts: 80 Longniddry-Haddington railway L, 
55 Corsencon Ayr, 44 Tweedbank B & 15 Udny NE. 

Early passage 19-25 Mar: 400 Fair Is, 175 Whalsay 
Shet, 121 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 60 N.Unst Shet but only 
max 10 Is of May. 

Breeding: first fledged OHeb 3 May, Forth 6 May & Ork 
13 May. Ork 6prs N.Hoy (5) but further 1 1 prs onisland; 
High Eigg numbers still 20% down on pre-'96 levels; 
NE noted 75% of BBS plots (73%); P&K 17prs Vane 
Farm (10); Fife 7prs Eden Est (11), despite 17% drop in 
breeding birds at St.Margarets CES, productivity was 
up 25%; Forth 8prs lower Devon (9), 13prs/km? Doune 
(18), BBS plots show 11.3prs/km/? in urban habitats, 1.6 
in farmland & 1.0 in conifers; Loth 11+prs Aberlady 
(12), 8prs Addiewell Bing (5), 29prs Roslin Glen (29), 
13prs Hadfast (11), bred Inchcolm & Inchmickery; 
Bord best BBS plot was 14-34 contacts at Soonhope; 
Arg noted 31% BBS plots (24%), 5prs Taynish (3), 
20prs L.Gruinart, Islay; Clyde 9prs Merryton (13), 
18prs Lochwinnoch-Elderslie. 

Movements late Aug but large-scale passage from mid 
Oct: 1,000 Is of May, 1,000 East Neuk F, 1,000 St.Abbs 
B, 300 Fair Is, 150 Girdleness NE on 15-17 Oct; then 
1,400 Fair Is, 270 Foula Shet, 200 Quendale Shet, 155 
N.Ronaldsay, 150 Flotta Ork 26-28 Oct; 200 Is of May 
&, 120 Inverugie NE 3 Nov; 100 Dowlaw B 10 Nov. 
Larger than usual numbers penetrated to W during 
period with 20-50 birds frequent in several areas of Arg, 
OHeb and D&G. 130 wintered Eigg after influx. 


*Black-throated Thrush Turdus ruficollis 

Ist-w f Northdale Shet 8 Oct & f Bressay Shet 10 Oct. 
Both were of the form atrogularis. 

Sth & 9th records for Shetland. 


Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 

Fair numbers present Jan/Feb but no very large flocks 
and very few in the 300-999 range: 650 Aberlady L, 500 
Blackstoun Clyde & 300 Stepps Clyde 21-26 Jan. 
Elsewhere max Shet 15, Fair Is 10, Ork 100, M&N 25, 
NE 200, P&K 250, Fife 136, Forth 220, Bord 250, Arg 
70, Ayr 200. 

Late Mar-May passage counts were poorer than usual, 
especially in N with max 210 Shet, 75 Fair Is, 79 Ork, 
50 High, 12 M&N, 150 P&K, 6 Is of May, 110 Forth, 11 
Arg, 130 Ayr. Peak, as usual, was over C&SE Scotland 
with at least 23 flocks of 250-1,050 birds noted during 
Mar/Apr in Loth/Bord: 600 Bathgate L & 500 Clerklands 
B 22-23 Mar; 1,500 (2hrs) Hillhead F, 1,000 Arpochill 
Clyde & 400 Caddonhead B 28-29 Mar; 500 Cringletie 
Rig B & Mount Lothian L 1 Apr; 800 Gladhouse L & 
700 Tynehead L 7-10 Apr; 750 Whiteadder L 13 Apr; 
1,050 Broughton Knowes B 15 Apr; 400 Cocksmuir L 
29 Apr. 
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Last M&N, Arg, Clyde & Forthin Apr; Ayr, Is of May, 
Loth & Bord 3-7 May; High, Shet & Fife 17-19 May; 
OHeb, NE & Ork 22-31 May. Late singles Fair Is 1 Jun, 
Is of May 14 Jun, Evie Ork 24 Jun. 

Breeding: Loth ad at inland site 26 Jul. 

No Jul records. First 1 Is of May 4 Aug; Girdleness NE 
11 Aug & N.Ronaldsay Ork 29 Aug. 

Small numbers 4 Sep-10 Oct, very few in N.Isles with 
4 records Bord, 2 M&N and Clyde and just | High,NE, 
Is of May, Forth & Clyde Is, max 20 Peebles B 19 Sep. 
Main movements, 14 Oct-15 Nov were lower key than 
usual, prolonged and on a broad front with no concerted 
passage. 700 Fair Is & 500 Bonhill Clyde 14 Oct; 2,500 
Is of May & 1,500 Fair Is 15 Oct. 400 Brora H 16 Oct; 
1,000+ Insh Marshes H, 700 Tinto End Clyde, 600 
Machrie, Arran Clyde Is, 450 Craigurd B & 400 L. 
Gruinart, Islay Arg 20-24 Oct. 1,100 Fair Is, 967 N. 
Ronaldsay, 500 Winchburgh L, 450 Cleugh B_ 26-29 
Oct. 3,000 Flanders Moss Forth, 1,500 Girvan Ayr, 
1,000 Gartary F, 900 Fair Is, 600 Dirleton L 2-6 Nov; 
800 Russadale Ork, 500 Slammanan Forth 12-15 Nov; 
500 Larg D&G 26 Nov. No great numbers in Dec, max 
800 Bandrum F 28 Dec & 500 Aberlady L 7 Dec. 


Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 

Jan records: 3 Shet, 3 Ork, 2 M&N, Fife. 

First song: Ork, Clyde, M&N, OHeb 13-19 Jan; High on 
27 Jan; P&K, Bord 4-5 Feb; NE & Forth 13-16 Feb. 
Passage N.Isles very light , max 4 Whalsay Shet 19 Mar; 
10 Fair Is 25 Apr & just singles Ork. 

Breeding: first fledged Bord 18 Apr; D&G and M&N 1- 
2 May. Ork 6prs Hoy (10); High 15prs Insh Marshes, 
poor success Eigg, pr bred Handa; Fife St.Margarets 
CES had breeding numbers and productivity up by 50%, 
broods of 10prs Saline (6) suffered from poor weather, 
8mm Eden Est (7-8); Forth 2prs Lower Devon (1), BBS 
plots show 1.2/km/? in conifers, 0.7 in farmalnd & 0.6 in 
urban habitats; Loth 3-S5prs Aberlady (4), 14prs Roslin 
Glen (9), 4prs Vogrie (4); Arg found in 62% of BBS 
plots (48%), 38prs L.Gruinart, Islay, 2prs Sanda Is.; 
Clyde 9prs Merryton (9), 6prs N.Haugh (5 in'95), 17prs 
noted NS46; Ayr 5prs Knockbentier (5). 

Light passage from Aug witha few mid Sep but fewuntil 
early Oct. 12 Brora H 20Sep; 20 St.Abbs B 21 Sep; 60 
Fair Is & 40 Unst Shet 8-10 Oct; 30 Auchincruive Ayr 
13 Oct; 150 Fetterangus NE, 100 Is of May, 75 Fair Is, 
50 Old Deer NE, 40 St.Abbs & 25 Fetlar Shet 15-16 
Oct; 40 Fife Ness F & 10 Barns Ness L 6 Nov; 40 Milton 
Haven NE 23 Nov. 

Single Dec records Fife, Bord with 2 Shet, 5 Ork & 3 
P&K. 50 wintered Eigg. 


Redwing Turdus iliacus 
Quite scarce in Jan/Feb with max 200 Shiskine, Arran & 
200 Kilmory, Bute Clyde Is in Jan, 300+ Maryculter 


NE & 244 Pollok Clyde in Feb. 

Flocks 100-199 in Loth (2), Bord, Clyde (2) & Ayr. Max 
counts elsewhere - 27 Shet, 20 Fair Is, 22 Ork, 20 OHeb, 
60 High, 42 M&N, 50 P&K,40 Fife, 50 Forth, 30 Arg &| 
150 D&G. 


Spring passage very slight, mostly W coast & N&W) | 


Isles: 600 Fetlar Shet, 100 Clerklands B 20-24 Mar; 250} 
Portnahaven, Islay Arg 1-4 Apr; 1,000 St.Kilda OHeb, 


1,000 Tiree Arg, 300 Foula Shet, 275 N.Ronaldsay 


Ork, 200 Eigg H, 150 Balranald, N.! 

Fair Is 9-18 Apr. 

Last birds D&G, P&K and Loth 1-10 Apr; M&N, Arg, 
High, Clyde and Bord 24-29 Apr; Is of May, Ork and NE 
10-14 May; OHeb, Shet & Fair Is 23- 24 May. 

1 remained Foula 8 Jun. 

Breeding: Shet although several sang there was no} 
evidence of breeding; High pr bred Farr, singing mm 
Lynamer & Aberarder; P&K 1m sang at one site and 
nest with c/5 at another. 

Moderate numbers in autumn with first 1 Foula Shet on| 


7 Sep. Then OHeb 19 Sep; Bord, Ork, Fair Is & Forth] 


24-25 Sep; Fife, Arg & Loth 27-29 Sep. High, NE}J- 


M&N, P&K, Ayr, D&G,Clyde, Clyde Is 1-18 Oct. 
Only a few records late Sep-early Oct, mostly in N&E! 
max 100 Is of May 27 Sep. First wave in N. Isles 8-1] 
Oct when 450:Foula & Fair Is. Main wave 14-18 Oct) 
when 4,000 Is of May, 3,000 Fair Is, 800 St.Abbs B, 50() 
Fife Ness F, 500 Bonhill Clyde, 400 Balir Atholl P&K| 
350 Foula, 305 N.Ronaldsay, 300 Brora H, Tarradale H| 


Millbuies M&N, Machrie, Arran Clyde Is & Burnmout | 


B. Small-scale arrivals continued into Nov with bes! 
counts: 500 Town of Inchman Clyde 22 Oct; 400 Fair Is 
4 Novy; 300 Kirkpatrick Durham D&G 5 Nov; 300 Airds 
Moss Ayr 28 Dec. 


Few in Dec with best flocks: 500 Saline F, 400 Auldeant 
M&N & 102 Cambus Forth. a 


i 
q 


Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus | 


Only 7 Jan-Apr records for N & W Isles, 5 Shet, 1 Orly hi 


& 1 OHeb. 47 Pollok Clyde 14 Mar & 15 Linkswood Ff 
16 Mar were, by far, best of Jan-Apr counts. 
Breeding: OHeb |Im sang Stornoway Woods; Hig!! 


6prs Insh Marshes (10+), pr bred Eigg; NE noted 29% 
of BBS plots (18%); Arg 1pr L.Gruinart, Islay (3), Ipjji 
Colonsay (3), 2prs Taynish; Clyde nest with 3 well ix, 


grown young in Xmas decoration 15m above Georg¢ 
Square, Glasgow 17 Jan, another seen carrying ne 
material to lamp above M8 at Pollocksheilds 30 Jan. | 
Many large flocks: 32 Goosepools F 12 Jul; 42 Tullocl) 
H & 33 L.Dhu Forth 7-12 Aug; 80 Coldstream B, 6 

Loch Wood B, 33S Kilninver Arg & 33 Erskine Hospital 
Clyde 13-21 Aug; 56 Craigurd B & 42 Rosemount Ay} 


Weak, 
f 


Mhet 


\ i 


a 
Pair 


— 


29 Aug; 77 Enochdhu P&K 8 Sep; 78 Carrington Mil Me 
L 17 Sep;109 Rafford M&N 30 Sep; 95 Hule Moss Bijfiy\ 
50 Netherby B, 46 Ironmill Bay F, 30 Rouken Glej) jj; 


| 
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Clyde 5-13 Oct; with flocks 20-30 birds seen Fife, Loth, 
Bord (5), Clyde Is, Ayr & D&G. Oct-Dec birds in N& W 
Isles: 7 records Shet, 3 Fair Is, 3 Ork & 1 OHeb. 


*Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler Locustella certhiola 
ist-w Fair Is 24 Sep; 1st-w Sumburgh Shet 27 Sep; Ist- 
w Kergord Shet 28-30 Sep;1 Fair Is 14 Oct. 

Best-ever year for Britain with 1Sth-21st records, also 


the 11-12th for Fair Isle & 2nd-3rd for Shetland. 

See Osborn, K. et al. (1998). Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler on 
Shetland in autumn 1997. Birding Scotland 1:14-17. 

Photos: Sumburgh bird, Birding World 10:332; one of the Fair Is 
birds Birding World 10: 389; Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report for 
1997: p 54/55; & Shetland Bird Report 1997. 


*Lanceolated Warbler Locustella lanceolata 

1 Fair Is 26 Sep, another there 27 Sep. 

Photo: Birding World 10:389 and the Fair Isle Bird Observatory 
Report for 1997: p 54/55. 


Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia 

First Aird Meadow Clyde 12 Apr. Then Ayr, D&G, NE 
and Arg 15-18 Apr; Loth, Bord, Is of May and Fife 23- 
27 Apr; Forth & High 29-30 Apr; Fair Is, M&N, P&K, 
Clyde Is, Shet & Ork 3-10 May; OHeb 18 May. 

' Light passage, mostly 1-2 birds, but bestin W&SW with 
6 Longhaugh Pt. Clyde & 4 Eglington Ayr 27-30 Apr; 
then 5 Culvie Hill NE, 4 Bogton L. Ayr, 4 Gailes Ayr 
2-7 May; record 10 Is of May 17 May. 

Breeding: After early-May, sites with singing males: 


Sites mm Sites mm Sites mm 
M&N OF Fife 14 14 High ~ 15 37 
NE 8 14 Forth 11 18 Argyll 16 50 
P&K el Loth 23 29 Clyde 46 99 
D&G 174 Bord 16 19 Ayr 40 76 


_ Larger numbers than usual with 1-2 singers Shet, Ork & 
OHeb: High 17mm Insh Marshes (12); Loth 3-5mm 
mm) Aberlady (2-3); Arg 28mm L.Gruinart, Islay; Clyde 
_ 5mm North Haugh (2 in'95), 1mm Strathclyde Park (9) 
(decline due to ‘fun’ park development), 3mm Baron's 
_ Haugh (2); Ayr 8mm Skares (5), 7-8mm Blaweary (8), 
2mm Knockshinnoch (4). 
| Last heard Fife & Arg in Jul; Forth, Ork & Ayr 10-26 
_ Aug; Is of May, High, Fair Is, Loth, Bord 4-14 Sep; 


ill), Clyde 23-30 Sep. 


| As usual, extremely poor autumn with only 4 records 
| from mainland in Sep. Better N.Isles where 10 Shet 
| (best autumn since 1981), 5 Fair is but only 1 Ork. Shet 


gy) peak, 8 birds 24 Aug-4 Sep when 2 Skerries & singles 


{ | Foula (3); Quarff, Fetlar & Skaw, Unst. Latest 1 Fetlar 
' Shet 20-28 Sep. 


'* Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola 


il)) 1 Fair Is 28 Aug-5 Sep. 


ili Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
First Martnaham L. Ayr 18 Apr. Then Clyde, High & 
‘Bord 19-20 Apr, D&G, Loth & NE 27-29 Apr; Arg & 
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Sedge Warbler 
Andrew Stevenson 
Ayrshire Bird Report 
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Fife 1-2 May; M&N, P&K, Clyde Is & Forth 3-4 May; 
Shet, Fair Is, Ork & OHeb 8-9 May. 

Only a few birds in Apr, mostly in last 2-3 days. Main 
arrival 8-10 May: 8 St.Abbs B 8 May; 15 Portnahaven, 
Islay Arg 11 May; 6 Fair Is 14 May; | reached St.Kilda 
OH 22 May. 

Breeding: Shet 1m sang Rerwick, but did not breed; 
Ork 35mm sang; OHeb 29mm at 17 sites; High 147prs 
Insh Marshes (50+), 19prs Eigg (13), 1S5prs Brora; NE 
124prs Strathbeg (90), 168-180prs at 13 sites during 
inland waters survey, 15mm Inverugie, 10+ Kingseat 
Moss; P&K 22prs Carsebreck, 25prs R.Allan at Green- 
loaning; Fife 38m Cameron Res. (49), 9mm Valleyfield, 
27prs Eden WBS, 31prs Eden Est. (41); numbers stable 
St.Margaret's Marsh CES but success up 33%; Forth 
54mm R.Devon (49); Loth 89 at 12 sites, 45 Aberlady 
(44), 12prs Union Canal; Bord 110m at 59 sites, 12prs 
St.Abbs (16); Arg 4prs Iona, 60prs L.Gruinart (33) & 
29prs Colonsay (31), 12prs Taynish (5), 2prs Sanda Is; 
Clyde 285prs at 68 sites with 12prs Baron's Haugh (22), 
19prs Merryton (13); Ayr 210m with 97prs Ardeer. 
Almost imperceptable autumn disappearance with 
mostly 1-2 birds seen Aug/Sep. 20 St.Abbs 10 Aug was 
last large count. 3-4 Foula Shet 26 Aug. 

Last M&N, D&G, P&K, Clyde Is, Fife & Arg during 
Jul-Aug; Forth, Bord & Loth 7-17 Sep; High, Clyde, 
Shet, NE & Is of May 21-26 Sep; Fair Is 1 Oct. 

Latest 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 4 Oct. 


* Paddyfield Warbler Acrocephalus agricola 

1 Fair Is 21-23 Sep, Ist-w there 28 Sep-3 Oct; Ist-w 
N.Ronaldsay Ork 26 Oct. Now annual since 1992. 
13th-14th for Fair Isle & 4th for Orkney. 


Photo of Fair Isle bird: Birding World 10:388 and the Fair Isle Bird 
Observatory Report for 1997: p 54/55. 
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* Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris 

18 in spring, 6 in autumn,. 

Singles Linkum Dean B 16 May; Rattray NE 29 May; 
Auskerry Ork | Jun; Is of May & Whalsay Shet 4 Jun; 
Fair Is 4-5 Jun, another 5 Jun; 1 FoulaShet 8 Jun; 1 Fair 
Is 9 Jun, another 9-15 Jun; singles Baltasound Shet & 
Quendale Shet 9 Jun; 1 sang Rhidarroch Lodge, W.Ross 
14 Jun; | sang N.Ronaldsay Ork & 1 St.Ola Ork 15 Jun; 
1 Fetlar Shet 17 Jun. Second for NE & third for Borders. 
Breeding: in addition to the above records 1m sang at 
Windwick, S.Ronaldsay Ork on 8 Jun, another there 9 
Jun; pair confirmed 15 Jun. Ad seen carrying food for 
young to 3 sites and | juv seen at one of them on 19 Jul. 
This was the second breeding for both Orkney & Scotland. 
Singles Fair Is 2 Jul & 9 Jul; 2 Is of May 27 Aug, | to 


1 Sep 1 Fair Is 22-23 Sep; 1 Fair Is 26 Sep. 
Photo of Fair Isle birdin Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report for 1997: 
p. 54/55. 


Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 

16 in spring and an excellent 147 in autumn. 

First 1 Colonsay Hotel, Colonsay Arg 3 May; | Alness 
H 11 May; 1 St.Abbs B 12 May; 1 Fair Is 13-15 May; 
2 St.Abbs 14 May; 1 St.Abbs & 1 Is of May 21-22 May, 
another St.Abbs 30 May.2 Fair Is & singles Foula Shet, 
Virkie Shet, Herston Ork & N.Ronaldsay Ork 7-12 Jun 
Breeding: Following on from the colonisation of SW 
since 1993, first breeding in SE signals further spread. 
Bord after the spring records, 1f was ringed 18 Jun, then 
retrapped 12 Jul with a brood patch. 1 juv ringed 24 Jul. 
2 juvs trapped 20 Aug could have been from a second 
brood. Note that little song was ever heard! - / st breeding 
for Bord. D&G bred again at un-named site Stewartry. 
Autumn: Aug Aug Sep Sep Oct Oct 


Shetland - 36 38 1 1 

Fair Is 4 20 16 2 1 

Orkney - 15 23 - - - 
N.Scot 1 - - - - 
NE+A&D 8 6 - 
Fife+IM Gi 9 5 - 

SE Scot 2 - - 
W Scot 1 - - - - 
1997 12 81 88 3 2 0 
1996 8 517 9 31 3 8 


Numbers Ork, Shet & Fair Is very approximate. Some in the 2nd & 
3rd columns cross-over as major fall 27 Aug-3 Sep. 

While as usual most prevalent in N.Isles, most of the first 
records were from Fife. In combination with the recent 
breeding records elsewhere, these early passage birds 
suggest the possibility of local breeding, perhaps in the 
Tay reedbeds. 

2 trapped L.Gelly F 4 & 7 Aug; | Fair Is 8 Aug; 4 Fife 
Ness F & 1 Brora H 11 Aug; 1 Is of May 13 Aug. The 
Brora bird was first for Sutherland. 

First Shet & Ork 17-18 Aug, virtually daily there, and on 
Fair Is, to early Sep. Singles Fife Ness & Is of May 16- 
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17 Aug with 3 Is of May19 Aug; 1 Woodend L. Clyde | 
23 Aug. Major influx 27 Aug-1 Sep when 30+ Shet, 20+ 
Fair Is, c.30 Ork, 9 NE, 1 Is of May & 5 Fife. Some | 
record counts with 14 Skerries Shet, c.10 Graemeshall | 
Ork, 9 Foula Shet, 8+ N.Ronaldsay, 7 Stronsay Ork, | 
7 Unst Shet, 4 Fife Ness, 3 Girdleness NE & 3 Rattray 
NE. Small numbers N. Isles to c.17 Sep. Few thereafter, 
with last singles Veensgarth Shet & Fair Is 27 Sep 


* Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus 
[1996] 1 Fair Is 20 May; | Foula Shet 7-10 Jun. 

11th for Shetland & 12th for Fair Isle. 

[1997] 1m sang L.of Kinnordy A&D 30 May-30 Jun, 
possibly to 24 Jul; 1m sang St.Abbs B 1-5 Jun. 
Second record for Borders. 

Photo of St.Abbs bird: Birding Scotland 1: 121. 


* Booted Warbler Hippolais caligata 
[1996] 1 Fair Isle 22-24 Aug. 


* Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina 
[1996] 15 in spring & 25 in autumn. — | 

1 Deerness Ork 3 May; 1 Fair Is 18 May; 2 St.Abbs B 9) ' 
& 1 VoeShet 19 May; 1 Graemeshall Ork & 1 Collieston | 
NE 20 May; 1 Auchmithie A&D 20-21 May; 1 L.EyeH | 
& 1 Ethie Mains A&D 21 May; 1 Wideford Burn Ork 


22 May; | Foula Shet 5-6 Jun, another 6-7 Jun; 1 Fair ¥} ji 


Is 7-8 Jun; 1 Norwick Shet 9 Jun. 
3 singlesFetlar 6-13 Aug; 1 Busta Shet 10 Aug; 5 birds 

N.Ronaldsay Ork 11-30 Aug, 2 on 27 Aug; | Stronsay 
Ork, 1 Whalsay Shet & 1 Sumburgh Shet 12 Aug; 2 
Fair Is 15 Aug, 1 on 21 Aug; 1 Foula Shet 24 Aug; 1 
Eswick Shet 25 Aug; | Fair Is 5 Sep; 1 Foula 6-7 Sep;1-_ 
2 Fair Is 15-18 Sep; 1 Helendale Shet on 23-28 Sep; 1 | 
Lothbeg Pt. H 27 Sep. 
Photo of Fair Isle bird of 15 Sep, see Fair Isle Bird Observatory \} 
Report for 1996. | 
[1997] 9 in spring, 101 in autumn. 
Singles Fair Is 25 May; My Lord's Throat NE 28 May; 
Foula Shet 1-2 Jun; Fetlar Shet 2 Jun; Quarff Shet on | 
6-7 Jun; Fair Is 7 Jun, another 9-11 Jun; Stronsay Ork | 
10 Jun; Helendale Shet 25 Jun i. 
1 Uachdar, Benbecula OH 31 Jul. Singles Fetlar 12 §; 
Aug; Stronsay 13 Aug; Fair Is from 18 Aug; Fetlar, 
Foula, Whalsay & Bressay Shet from 20-21 Aug: | 
N.Ronaldsay from 25 Aug. Widespread influx from 27 
Aug-6 Sep when record 26 birds Shet, c.15 Fair Is, 26)” 
Ork, 7 NE, 8 Is of May, 6 Fife & 1 Bord. ae 
Max counts: 16 N.Ronaldsay Ork | Sep, 9 Fair Is 2 Sep, 
4 Whalsay 1Sep. Most moved on by 2 Sep with a few | 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 
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Spring and autumn Icterine Warblers in Scotland 1968-1997 


200 
Note the F 
higher levels 
of occurrence 150 
since 1992 


(>25/annum) 100 
as well as the 


peak spring 

in 1992 and 5) 
autumn in : 
1997. ) 


A record autumn for this increasingly frequent passage 
migrant. 

See Philips, I.M. (1998). Icterine Warblers on the East Coast in 
Autumn 1997. Birding Scotland 1: 20-21. 

[1995] 1 sang Laxford Bridge H 25 Jun. The late date & 


location recalls the breeding record in 1992. 


* Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta 
[1996] 1 Fair Is 20 Aug. 
[1997] 1 Snishival plantation, S.Uist OHeb 29 May. 


* Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans 

[1996] 1m Whalsay Shet 25 Apr; 1m + 1f Fair Is 24 
May; & 1m Foula Shet 25 May-18 Jun. 

1 Fife Ness F 21 Sep, later at Crail F 23 Sep. 

2nd for Fife, 40th for Shetland. 

See Cohen in Fife Bird Report 1996: 119 for note on Fife bird. 
[1997] 1m Bressay Shet 9 May; 1m albistriata Fair Is 
10 May; 1f Fair Is 16 May; 1m Barry Buddon A&D 16- 
18 May; 1m Foula Shet 17 May; 1st-s m Foula 25 May- 
5 Jun, found dead 11 May; 1 Fair Is 28-29 May; 1m 


-| Loth, Helmsdale H 25 Jun. 41 st-43rd for Shetland. 


* Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria 
[1996] c.107 in autumn. 
Autumn: Aug Aug Sep Sep Oct Oct 


1-15 16-31 1-15 16-30 1-15 16-31 
|) Shetland 9 28 9 4 3 - 
Fair Is - 6 7 - 
Orkney 1 9 8 3 1 
OHeb - 1 - 
NE+A&D - 1 1 4 = 
Fife+IM 1 2 1 1 
SE Scot - - - 2 - - 
1996 11 46 28 22 4 0 
1995 5 17 59 18 8 2 
“h 1994 6 18 39 27 14 3 


“Numbers Fair Is & Ork very approximate. 


_ First singles Stronsay Ork 7 Aug, then Is of May, Fetlar 
1) Shet & Whalsay Shet 13 Aug. First influx 11-18 Aug, 
» mostly Shet, when 5 Fetlar, 5 Whalsay with singles 
'}, Sumburgh, Foula, Fair Is and Is of May. 


’ Further wave 20-27 Aug with c.23 Shet, max 4 Skerries 


« & 3 Foula 24-25 Aug, 5 Fair Is, 9 Ork, 1 Is of May and 


a rare inland record at Braedownie, Glen Clova A&D 


25 Aug. Trickle of birds N.Isles early Sep, max 6 Fair Is 


6 Sep, followed by a weak wave 11-22 Sep when5 Shet, 
6 Fair Is, 5 N.Ronaldsay Ork and singles OHeb, NE (3), 
A&D, Is of May & Bord (2). 4 Oct records from 
N.Ronaldsay, Foula & Fetlar 1-14 Oct with last Bressay 
Shet 25 Oct. 

[1997] Spring: 4 exceptional singles Fair Is 6 & 8-9 Jun; 
Quarff Shet 9 Jun; & Fair Is 26 Jun. 

Autumn: Aug Aug Sep Sep Oct Oct 


1-15 16-31 1-15 16-30 1-15 16-31 

Shetland 3} 43 14 16 - - 
Fair Is 2 12 Dy; 4 - - 
Orkney 7 29. 16 8 1 1 
OHeb - 1 - - - - 
N.Scot - - - 1 - - 
NE+A&D - 3 2 1 - 1 
Fife+IM 2 - - 2 - 
SE Scot 1 - - - 

1997 13 90 34 30 3 2 
1996 11 46 28 22 4 0 


Numbers Fair Is & Ork very. approximate. 

c.171 in autumn. 

First 1 Fair Is 7 Aug. Then a single trapped Easter Inch 
Moss L 9 Aug, unusually well away from the coast. 
Singles Whalsay Shet & Stronsay Ork 11-12 Aug with 
small numbers daily N. Isles until early Sep. 1 Is of May 
17 Aug; 1 Greg Ness NE & 1 Girdleness NE 20 Aug. 
2 falls, mostly N.Isles, c. 23-26 Aug & 28 Aug-1 Sep. 
Many reports of 1-2 birds but max 7 Fair Is, 7 Fetlar Shet 
& 4 Foula Shet in first fall & max 8 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 
7 Fair Is & 4 Skerries Shet during the latter fall. 
Elsewhere1 Carinish, N.Uist OH 26 Aug; | Cruden Bay 
NE 28 Aug. A few N.Isles early Sep, mostly 1-2 birds 
with singles Rattray NE & Girdleness 1-5 Sep. 

1 L.Eye H 20 Sep. Minor fall late Sep, again mostly 
N.Isles with 1 mainland at Kineff NE 27 Sep. Few in Oct 
but 2 Fife Ness F 16 Oct with singles Girdleness, Fife 


Ness & Ork 27-30 Oct. 
Photo of Fair Isle adult: Birding World 10:750 and the Fair Isle Bird 


Observatory Report for 1997: p 54/55. 


Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 

[1996] First Larbert Forth & Wormiston Fife 22 Apr; 
Clyde, Ayr, A&D, NE & Bord 3-8 May; D&G, High, 
Caith, Ork, Shet, Fair Is & Is of May 18-19May. 
Small numbers, mostly 1-2 birds, arrived in 18-22 May 
fall; good numbers Ork, | 1 N.Ronaldsay, 10 E.Mainland 
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& 8 Honeygeo, S.Ronaldsay. Good spring total with c.22 
Shet, 33 NE, c.12 A&D, 7 Fife & 7 Bord. 

1 Eigg H 18 May was first for the island. 

Breeding: Caith | sang Corsback 26-29 May; High sang 
3 sites; NE no attempts; A&D prs bred Dundee & 
Broughty Ferry; Fife 1 sang Lucklawhill; Loth 23prs at 
15 sites ; Bord just 2 sites; Clyde 7prs at 4 sites, 3prs 
Brownside Braes; Ayr 11mm at 11 sites, considered to 
be unmated, bred Hillhouse Quarry; D&G 4 sites, bred 
Kennethbank. 

Last inland: 1 Hirsel B 10 Sep and 1 Hogganfield Clyde 
26 Sep. 1 Wester Ellister, Islay Arg 21-22 Sep was first 
in Argyll since 1992. 

Quiet autumn: scatter of mostly singles in Aug/early Sep 
with the main movement 18-25 Sep when c.12 Shet, c.7 
Ork, 1 Caith, 4 NE, 3 A&D, c.3 Is of May & 3 Bord. 
Last singles Shet, Is of May & Bord 1 Oct; Fair Is 10 Oct; 
Ork (2) & Fife (2) 14-16 Oct; Fair Is & Fife 23-28 Oct; 
with last Kilrenny F 14 Nov. 

[1997] First 1 Skateraw L 27 Apr. Then Ayr 30 Apr; NE 
& Bord 3-4 May; Ork, Is of May, Shet, Clyde & Fair Is 
8-12 May; High, Fife & OHeb 16-23 May. Mostly 1-2 
birds with 3 Bressay Shet 9 May; 3 Dunglass B 11 May; 
3 N.Ronaldsay Ork 15 May; 5 Fife Ness F & 8 Is of May 
17 May; 10 Fair Is & 4 Foula Shet 24 May; 3 Baltasound 
Shet 30 May. Poorer spring passage with c.20 Shet,c.21 
Ork,8 NE, c.11 Is of May, 6 Fife, 2 Loth & 9 Bord. 
Breeding: Ork | sang Herston but did not stay; High 
sang 3 sites; NE seen carrying food Inverugie; Fife 3 
juvs caught St.Margaret's Marsh, Inverkeithing; Loth 
13 sang at 11 sites, proved at 3; Bord summered 5 sites; 
Clyde 9 sang at 5 sites, 3br7 seen; Ayr 4mm at 3 sites, 
feeding young Inverugie 9-20 Sep; D&G 5 at 4 sites. 
Better numbers N.Isles but very poor on mainland with 
just 2 NE, 1 Fife, 2 Loth & 4 Bord. Low passage peak 28 
Aug-1| Sep, max 5 Fair Is, 3 N.Ronaldsay, 3 Fetlar & 3 
St.Abbs. None Is of May, Arg, Clyde & Ayr. 

Last singles in late Aug Fife & Bord; OHeb 19 Sep; Loth 
27 Sep; Ork 29& 30 Oct. 

Very late birds at Torrey NE 8 Nov; Fair Is 9 Nov. 


Whitethroat Sylvia communis 

[1996] First 1 St.Abbs B 21 Apr; Forth, Shet, Ayr, Fife 
& Clyde 22-23 Apr; D&G, A&D, Arg, Clyde Is, Is of 
May, P&K, NE & Is of May 25-29 Apr; High & Fair Is 
4-8 May; Caith & Ork 18-19 May.Good spring: first 
wave 22-26 Apr with 15 Meikle Ross D&G 26 Apr; then 
on 8-11 May when 10 Blackstoun Clyde, 6 Heads of Ayr 
Ayr & 3 Ardeer Ayr. 

Major influx 15-24 May: c.50 Shet, 12 Whalsay; record 
75 Fair Is; 57 N.Ronaldsay Ork; 12 Stronsay Ork; 
'scores' E.Mainland Ork; c.20 Caith, max 5 Noss Head; 
18 Brora shore H; 10 Girdleness NE; 10 Collieston NE; 
5 Is of May; 23 Berwick coast, max 10 Dowlaw B. 
Breeding: Significant increases noted in Clyde, Ayr & 
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Bord. Shet 4mm sang, bred Kergord & Hoswick; Ork | 
sang 12 sites, but no proof; Caith sang 5 sites, bred | 
Castlehill; High 34prs Eigg croftland (45); NE 43 ringed | 
Ordiquhill (21 in 1994); P&K 1 pr Vane Farm (3); Forth 
stable 9prs Devon WBS, 4.8prs/km?Doune (13.2); Loth 
86+mm at 29 sites, 9mm Addiewell Bing, 9mm Hadfast 
Valley (5); Bord 52 noted at 35 sites; Arg 13mm 
Colonsay (6), 8mm Taynish (5); Clyde 180AOTs noted, 
Oprs Baron’s Haugh (8), 17prs Merryton (6), 10 Cathkin 
Braes (8); Ayr 207mm at 139 sites with llprs | 
Knockentiber (11), 7br27 noted. | 
Poor autumn, mostly 1-3 birds in waves late Aug and | 
mid-Sep. None noted Caith & Fife. Max 4N.Ronaldsay | 
25 Aug. Last birds P&K, M&N, High 5-12 Sep; ArgIs | 
of May & Bord 21-22 Sep; A&D, Fair Is, Ork, Clyde & } 
NE 25-29 Sep; D&G 3 Oct; Fetlar Shet & Greenan Ayr | 
6 Oct. 
[1997] First 1 Brig O'Turk Forth 13 Apr was very early. 9: 
Then Clyde, Arg & Ayr 17-20 Apr; Fife, M&N, D&G, 
Bord & Loth 27-30 Apr; P&K, Is of May & NE 1-3 May; 
Ork, Shet & Fair Is 6-8 May. Only widespread 3-7 May 
in S, a week later further N. | 
Passage numbers only moderate, max 6 Is of May & 4 
Coldingham Bay B 4 May; & 9 N.Ronaldsay Ork & 7 
Fair Is 11 May. Passage until early Jun in N. 
Breeding: Shet no breeding; Ork sang 3 sites (12); 
OHeb | singing m S.Uist; High 39prs Eigg croftland | 
(34); NE 9prs R.Dee near Shakin Bridge; P&K 3pr Vane | 
Farm (1); Forth stable 9prs Devon WBS, 5.Oprs/kmz 
Doune (4.8); Loth 9prs Addiewell Bing (9), 7prs Hadfast 
(9), 7prs Winchburgh, 16mm Ormiston walk; Bord 
fewer - 36 noted at 28 sites; Arg 17mm Colonsay (16), 
7mm Taynish (8), 3prs Sanda Is., 9prs L.Gruinart, Islay, 
26 sites Mull; Clyde 222AOTs, 6prs Baron’s Haugh (9), 
10prs Merryton (17), 7 Cathkin Braes (10); Ayr 148mm 
at 69 sites with 12prs Knockentiber (11). 

Better but short autumn passage, although mostly 1-3 
birds late Aug/early Sep. Max 7 Fair Is, 5 Fetlar Shet & 
4 Fife Ness F 28 Aug. Last birds M&N, Arg, Clyde Is & 
Forth in Aug; Is of May 2 Sep; Bord, D&G, Ork & Loth 
12-17 Sep; OHeb, High, NE, Clyde & Ayr 20-25 Sep; | 
Shet & Fife 9-13 Oct. Latest Fair Is 29 Oct. 


—————— 


Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 
First 1 Strathclyde Park Clyde 14 Apr; 1 Anniesland 

Cross, Glasgow Clyde 21 Apr. Then Loth & Ayr 27 Apr: 
D&G, Bord, Is of May & Arg 30 Apr-2 May; P&K, Forth} 


Ronaldsay Ork 9-10 Jun. BA recy 
Breeding: High 12prs Insh marshes (2); M&N 20mm at!) 
13 sites; NE 14mm noted 9 sites; Fife 15 sites but decline | hi Q 
suspected: Forth 5 AOTs Devon (4); Loth 45mm at 20) Mp 
sites, 8 Winchburgh & 7 Ormiston/Cousland; Bord|)™= 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


54mm at 42 sites, 4mm Hirsel (6); Arg 4 prs Taynish (2); 
Clyde 90mm at 33 sites, 15mm Mugdock (6), 6 Endrick 
Mouth (3); Ayr 108mm at 36 sites, 21mm Kilkerran 
(12). Last on territory mid-Aug in Bord & High. 

Light passage on mainland, mostly 1-2 birds. Small 
influx 28 Aug-1 Sep: max 24 Is of May & 6 Cruden Bay 
NE, 6 Fife Ness F & 6 St.Abbs B & 5 Balmedie NE. 
Better numbers N.Isles same dates: 100 Fair Is, 58 
N.Ronaldsay, 50 Skerries Shet, 45 N.Unst Shet & 40 
Fetlar Shet. Small numbers to late Sep. 

A few stragglers Oct. Last Clyde & Loth in Aug; M&N, 
Ayr, High & NE 1-17 Sep; Bord, Arg, Is of May & Fife 
18-23 Oct; Shet & Ork 28-29 Oct. Latest 1 Ballygrant, 
Islay Arg 5 Nov & | Fair Is 10 Nov. 


Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 

Jan-Feb total of c.45 birds (97): 5 High, 2 M&N, c.5 NE, 
3 P&K, 3 Fife, 1 Forth, c.9 Loth, 5 Bord, 6 Arg, 1 Clyde, 
5 Ayr. The milder weather was considered to have forced 
less to enter gardens. Fewer first records in early Mar. 
Return obscured by movement of wintering birds but 
first clear arrivals: 2 singing Melrose B 16 Mar; High & 
Is of May 30 Mar; Ayr, D&G, M&N, P&K, Loth & Shet 
‘ 4-10 Apr, High, Forth & Fair Is 14-16 Apr; OHeb & Ork 
25-30 Apr. Widespread in S 16-26 Apr but small passage 


) numbers, max 3 Foula Shet 8 May & 5 Fair Is 29 May. 


Breeding: Ork | sang & 1 summered but no proof; High 
28 sites, 5mm Golspie; M&N record 68mm at 32 sites, 
4 Fochabers (4), 8 Findhorn Bay; Fife 37 at 20 sites; 
Loth 99+ at 34 sites, 14 Roslin Glen (11), 6 Hadfast (4); 
Bord 88 at 46 sites, 10 Duns (9), 8 Hirsel (8), 10 Monteviot; 
_) Clyde 134 at 49 sites, 6 Baron's Haugh (3), 6 Linn Park 
| (5); Ayr 107 at 27 sites, 24 Kilkerran, 22 Culzean (20). 
| Movements from mid-Aug/early Sep with light main 
| passage late Sep & Mid-Oct. Good numbers Shet & Fair 
Is when 60 Fair Is, 36 Fetlar, 35 N.Unst & 22 Foula on 
8-9 Oct. Elsewhere a poor max of 7 St.Abbs B 28 Sep; 
11 N.Ronaldsay 9 Oct; 12 Is of May 19 Oct. Reasonable 
_ numbers into Nov, mostly 1-3 birds. 

_ 25 noted in Dec (32), with rather poor numbers further S: 


: 2 Shet, 2 Ork, 3 High, 5 M&N, 4 NE, | Fife, 1 Forth, 2 


Loth, 1 Bord, 1 Arg, 3 Ayr and 2 D&G. 


_ * Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides 

| Spring: 1 Stronsay Ork 7 Jun. 

-) Autumn: singles Quendale Shet 23-24 Aug; Kergord 
. Shet & Tresta Shet 24 Aug; Out Skerries Shet 26 Aug, 


| -} with others there 28th & 29th Aug; Fetlar Shet 28 Aug; 


} St.Abbs B 30 Aug-2 Sep; Fair Is 31 Aug, with 2 there 
| 1Sep; Johnshaven NE 31 Aug-2 Sep. 
_ A record influx of 7 on Shetland, also sixth for Borders 


t & seventh for NE. 
| Photo of a Fair Isle bird in Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report for 
1997: p 54/55. 
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* Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis 
Singles Out Skerries Shet 22 Aug; Fetlar Shet 1 Sep. 


* Pallas's Warbler Phylloscopus proregulus 

12 records. 1 Sumburgh Shet 7 Oct; 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 
& Stronsay Ork 15 Oct; | Noness Shet 18 Oct; 1 
St.Abbs B 21-23 Oct; 5-7 birds St.Abbs 3-11 Nov, 3 on 
3 Nov, max 4 on 6 Nov & 2 on 11 Nov; 1 Kingsbarns F 
6 Nov; | St.Abbs 23 Nov. 


* Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus 
Modest year, c.81 birds (105). 

First 1 Fair Is 24 Sep. Then18 Shet, c.13 Fair Is, 8 Ork, 
3 NE & 3 Bord to 30 Sep, max daily counts 10 Fair Is, 
5 N.Ronaldsay Ork, and 3 birds at Fetlar Shet, Stronsay 
Ork & St.Abbs B. Most left by 1 Oct. Smaller movement 
6-9 Oct in N.Isles when 5 Fair Is and parties of 1-2 birds 
scattered on Shet (c.16) & Ork (2). 

Later singles N.Ronaldsay & Stronsay 17 Oct & Fetlar 
18 Oct. 3 St.Abbs 20-21 Nov, 1 N. Locheynort, S.Uist 
OHeb 23 Oct-1 Nov; 3 singles Is of May 26-30 Oct; & 
1 L.Druidibeg, S.Uist OHeb 30 Oct-1 Nov. 


10-16 17-23 24-30 1-7 8-14 15-22 23-30 31-6 7+ 
Sep Sep Sep Oct Oct Oct Oct Nov Nov 


N. Isles - = 4] Spoueley 4 - 

W Isles - - - - - 1 7D 

NE Scot - - 3 - - - - - 

E/C Scot - - - - - - 3 

SE Scot - - 3 - - 3 

1997 0 0 47 Sie ley 7 4 2 0 
1996 9 48 17 4 3 14 9 0) 1 
1995 5) 13 10 19 5 3 1 1 0) 


* Hume's Warbler Phylloscopus humei 

[1991] 1 Auchmithie A&D 13 Oct. 

[1994] Singles Is of May 10 Nov; Bullers of Buchan NE 
10-13 Nov; S.Ronaldsay Ork 4-6 Nov. 

With the elevation of the humei form to specific level, the 
above have become the first four records for Scotland. 


* Radde's Warbler Phylloscopus schwarzi 

Singles Fetlar Shet 10-15 Oct; St.Margaret's Hope, 
South Ronaldsay Ork 19 Oct. 

Seventh for Orkney & 12th for Shetland. 


* Dusky Warbler Phylloscopus fuscatus 

Singles Skerries Shet 17 Oct; Fetlar Shet 17-19 Oct; 
Thorntonloch L 6 Nov; Fair Is 7-8 Nov. 

Second record for Lothian. 


* Western/Eastern Bonelli's Warbler 
Phylloscopus bonelli /orientalis 
1 Lerwick Shet 13-18 Sep. 


This bird could not be specifically identified. 
Photo: Birding World 10:331. 
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Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix 

First Fintry Clyde 16 Apr, 1 Kiliegowan D&G 20 Apr 
& 1 Taynish Arg 22 Apr. Then High & Bord 27 Apr; 
Forth & Loth 30 Apr; P&K, Clyde Is & Ayr 1-3 May; 
NE, M&N & Ork 9-18 May. 

Few coastal passage birds with none Fair Is, Is of May, 
Fife & Bord and just 2 singles Shet, 3 Ork, 1 NE & 1 Loth. 
Almost all first records were birds on territory. 
Breeding: OHeb 'several' Stornoway Woods; High 
67mm at 19 sites, 12mm Insh Marshes, 12mm Ariundle, 
9 Carr Brae, 8mm Inveran, 8 Glen Glas (3); M&N only 
1 record; NES5mm Craigendarroch, 4mm Ballater; Forth 
6 sites, 6 Doon Hill; Loth 7mm at 5 sites; Bord 19mm 
at 12 sites, 3 Plora(5), 5 Scrape Glen (4); Arg 10 Taynish 
(10), 7 sites Islay; Clyde 56 at 16 sites, 12 Sallochy & 
11 Inchceailloch (5); Ayr 35 at 9 sites, 12 Kilkerran (7), 
7 Glen Tig (3). 

Departure of Scottish birds, as usual, largely un-noticed 
but singles Anstruther F & 1 Shotts Burn Clyde 29 Jul; 
Brainport Bay Arg 2 Aug; Carr Brae 4 Aug; & Arisaig 
H8 Aug; with 2 St.Abbs B 11 Aug; 1 Is of May 12 Aug. 
Probably passage birds N.Isles when movements from 
13 Aug-early Sep with 24 Shet, c.27 Fair Is & 13 Ork, 
max 6 N.Ronaldsay Ork | Sep & 3 Fair Is 26 Aug-7 Sep. 
Only 2 later birds on mainland at Balmedie NE 28 Aug 
& Melvich H 4 Sep. 

A few straggling singles N.Isles into Sep with 3 Shet, 1 
Fair Is & 2 Ork, the latest being 1 Virkie Shet 29 Sep. 


Chiffchaff Phylloscopus trochilus 

4 Jan-Feb singles Newtonmore H, Strathbeg NE, 
Musselburgh L, Glasgow Clyde & Knockshinnoch Ayr 
but 7 Ork with 3 Stromness. 

Widespread early arrival: first 1 Caerelaverock D&G & 
2 Musselburgh L 8 Mar; Clyde & Ayr 12 Mar; P&K, Arg 
& Fife 13-14 Mar; M&N, Forth, Shet, High & Bord 15- 
19 Mar; Clyde & Fair Is 22-23 Mar; OHeb 4 Apr. 
Many arrived direct on territory by end of Mar, somewhat 
earlier in W. Coastal passage very light, mostly 1-3 birds 
but 4 Fife Ness F 27 Apr & 8 Is of May 17 May. Slightly 
stronger passage N. Isles, mostly mid-Apr/mid-May when 
max 9 Fair Is 15 Apr, 8 Foula Shet 20 Apr, 10 Fetlar Shet 
29 Apr, 9 Fetlar and 6 N.Ronaldsay Ork 9 May. 
Breeding: Shet 5 summered only; Ork 6 summered, 1 
with brood-patch Graemeshall; High 33mm at 31 sites; 
M&N 35 at 28 sites; P&K 18 at 3 sites; Fife 27 at 21 
sites; Loth 83+mm at 66 sites, 6 Bawsinch; Bord 78 at 
37 sites with 7 Hirsel (9), 8 Monteviot (8) & 10 Duns (7); 
Arg 13 sites; Clyde 68 at 36 sites with 5 Linn Park (5); 
Ayr 110 at 30 sites, 24mm Culzean (20), 16+ Kilkerran 
(14). 

Very light passage from early Aug, peaking mid Sep/ 
late-Oct. Very few on E.coast, max 12 St.Abbs 28 Sep. 
Only slightly better numbers N. Isles : max 9 Fetlar 8 Oct; 
15 Fair Is 27-29 Oct & 6 N.Ronaldsay 7 Nov. 
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Last M&N, P&K, Clyde & Forth in Oct; Is of May, | 
D&G, Fair Is & Fife 6-9 Nov; Arg & Ork 11-13 Nov; 

Loth, OHeb & Bord 19-22 Nov. | 
Several Dec records : 2 Shet, 6 Ork, 1 OHeb, 3 High, 1 | 
NE, | Loth, 4 Bord, 1 Arg, 1 Clyde, 1 Ayr. 


Area Jan Feb Mar * Nov Dec I 
N&W Isles 12 6 4 45 9 lj 
N/NE.Scot 4 1 2 5 5 0) 
E/C Scot = 9 - q 
SE Scot 1 : 7 5 
W. Scot 1 I 1 2 2 fe 
SW Scot 1 - 2 1 iB fi 
1997 19 8 TI. 70 22 |= 
1996 3 0) 48 14 | 
* does not include clear arrivals ' 

) 


Eastern Chiffchaff P.c.abietinus/tristis 
2 Queenamidda Ork Jan/Feb left over from '96 influx. | 
Arrival 27 Oct-6 Nov with several Shet, 6+ Fair Is, 9 Ork, | 
2 OHeb, | NE, 1 Fife & 2 Bord. 
3 later singles, suggestive of overwintering, from | 
Hunterston Ayr 29 Nov, Clach-a-Luib OH 13 Dec & 
Elgin M&N 31 Dec. 


Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 
Exceptionally early birds at Whalsay Shet 23 Mar; | 
Bunessan, Mull Arg 30 Mar & Pollok Clyde 1 Apr. Then 
Ayr, Loth, Bord, D&G, Clyde Is & Forth 7-8 Apr; M&N, 
P&K, OHeb, Fife & NE 11-15 Apr; Fair Is 26 Apr. 
Widespread in S 11-14 Apr, 14-17 Apr further N, most }f' 
of initial arrival direct on territory. 
Passage was poor : 40 St.Abbs B 28 Apr; 50 Fife Ness F, | 
35 Is of May & 30 Dowlaw B 3-4 May; fewer N_Isles, 
max 20 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 15 Fair Is & 8 Foula Shet 9- 
12 May. Only 5 noted St.Kilda OH in Apr/May. 

Breeding: Ork 7prs Hoy (16), 5-6mm Trumland Wood, 
Rousay (4), 12mm sang Mainland; High 210prs Insh’ 
Marshes, 10% increase Eigg with excellent season.) 
18prs Coire Ardair (11 in'90), 40mm L.na Draing Birch; | 
NE 36prs L.of Strathbeg, several broods Ordiquhill lost 
to heavy Jun rains; P&K 97prs Vane Farm (85); Fife j= 
11% rise in ads St.Margarets Marsh CES but productivity | Mot 
average, 40 Cameron Res. (41); Forth. 14prs lower} 


Taynish (82), 74prs L.Gruinart, Islay, 8prs Sanda Is.;|)"s 
Clyde Is 45 Kings Cross, Arran; Clyde 591 mm at 68} Ik 
sites with 27prs Merryton (17), 29 Cathkin Braes (18), 
12prs Baron’s Haugh (17); Ayr 22 Knockbentier (24),! 
20 Culzean (15). | Me 
Mixed Willow/Chiffchaff song recorded Auchincruivel 

Ayr. Good-sized post-breeding flocks noted: 20 Myres; 
Hill Clyde 10 Aug; 30+ Sunniside F & Lockshaw Moss} 
F 18-20 Aug; 11 Dumfries Estate Ayr 10 Sep. | 
First passage from mid-Jul but mostly from 2-7 Aug. 


= 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


Passage light with no coherent falls on E coast, with a 
low peak late Aug/early-Sep reflecting a larger 
movement in N_Isles. 40 Is of May 10 Aug, 55 there on 
19 Aug; 35 Is of May, 25 Fife Ness F & 20 St.Abbs 26- 
28 Aug; 16 Rattray NE 1 Sep. Better numbers N.Isles 
25 Aug-1 Sep when max 300 Fair Is, 250 Fetlar Shet, 
180 N.Unst Shet, 125 Whalsay Shet & 125 N.Ronaldsay. 
Only a trickle thereafter, max 20 Fair Is 27-28 Sep. 

- Last High, NE, Ayr, Clyde, D&G, Fife & Forth in late 
- Sep; Loth 28 Sep; Ork 3 Oct; Is of May & Shet 9-11 Oct; 
Fair Is & Arg 18 Oct. Latest 1 Peebles B 29 Oct. 


- Goldcrest Regulus regulus 

Jan-Feb records: 3 Shet (0) & none Ork (6). 

Very light passage N. Isles from mid-Mar; max 6 Fair Is, 
~ 4 Queenamidda Ork 29 Mar & 16 Foula Shet 16 Apr. 
| 1St-Kilda OH 11 May. No passage noted elsewhere. 

_ Breeding: Shet bred Kergord; Ork 2-3mm Binscarth; 
OHeb 1 1mm Stornoway Woods, 6 Ben Langlass, N. Uist; 
.. High 12+prs Insh Marshes, 10% decrease Eigg CBC; 

. Fife'excellent' year Kippo-120ringed,many juvs; Forth 
_) BBSdatasuggest4.4birds/km?in conifer, 0.3 in farmland; 
| Loth 12prs Addiewell Bing (6), 4prs Roslin Glen; 
Clyde 5prs Linn Park (5), 2prs Baron’s Haugh (3). 

,| Other than Bord in Aug, autumn passage was rather 
| light: 40 Dowlaw B 3 Aug; peak 300 St.Abbs B 15 Aug 
| was unusually early; 70 Is of May 30 Sep; 30 Turnberry 
Ayr 2 Oct; 200 Fair Is & 150 N.Ronaldsay Ork 15 Oct; 
 50Kergord 19 Oct; 30L.Druidibeg/L.Lochrynort, S.Uist 
‘OH 1 Nov; 50 Is of May 9 Nov. 

7 _ c.100 wintered Eigg H. 8 Ork in Dec & none Shet. 


_* Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus 

\ Good late autumn influx: 1 Stronsay Ork 17 Oct; 

Singles OHeb 31 Oct-1 Nov at Balivanisch, Benbecula, 
| L.Druidibeg, S.Uist & L.Locheynort S.Uist; 2 St-Abbs 

4 | B 3-7 Nov; 1 Is of May 4-8 Nov; 2 N.Ronaldsay Ork 

| 5-6 Nov; 2 Collieston NE 8-10 Nov. J/ birds. 


Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 

| First 2 Sannox, Arran Clyde Is 2 May. Ayr 3 May; High 
wig & NE 5-6 May; P&K, Bord, Arg & Forth 9-11 May; 
at Clyde, D&G, Shet & Ork 13-15 May; Fife, Loth, Fair Is 
| & OHeb 17-19 May. Most birds in S arrived directly on 
y} territory but were not widespread until 14-17 May. 

. | Few seen on passage on mainland: max 8 N.Ronaldsay 
-Ork, 7 Fair Is & 6 Is of May 19-22 May. 

: Breeding: OHeb 1-2 summered Stornoway Woods; 
“High 8prs Insh Marshes (10), 2prs bred Eigg, 4prs 
‘Creag Meaghaidh; P&K 2prs Vane Farm; Loth 22 
sites; Bord 55prs at 42 sites; Arg 3prs Taynish (2), 4prs 
'L.Gruinart, Islay; Clyde 41 prs at 31 sites; Ayr 74prs at 
i, 1 20 sites, 18prs Kilkerran, 14prs Lanfine; D&G 4prs 
‘Brighouse Bay (25prs in past) 19 Euchan Glen 7 Aug. 
Very light passage from early Aug, mostly 1-3 birds 


| 


67 


with 8 St.Abbs B 11 Aug; 5 Is of May 19 Aug; 15 Shet 
& 10 Fair Is 28-30 Aug. 1-2 birds only in Sep/Oct. 

Last P&K, Arg & Clyde Is in Aug; Forth & Shet 6-7 Sep; 
Clyde, NE, D&G, Fife, Bord & Loth 18-23 Sep; Fair Is 
8 Oct; Ayr 12 Oct. Latest 1 Weddel, Burray Ork 27 Oct. 


*Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva 

Very poor year, just 4-5 in spring & 7-8 in autumn. 
1m North Lee, N.Uist OH 25 Apr. 1 Fair Is 30 May, 
perhaps another there 2 Jun; 1 Eigg H 2 Jun, presumed 
same Muck H 24 Jun; 1 Whalsay Shet 9 Jun. 

1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 1 Sep; 1 Skerries Shet 6 Sep; | Fair 
Is 24 & 27 Sep; 1 Boddam Shet 29 Sep; 1 Baltasound 
Shet 9-10 Oct; 1 Sumburgh Shet 14 Oct; 1 L.Druidibeg, 
S.Uist OH 21 Oct. Note none on mainland and possible 
summering Inner Hebrides. 


* Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis 


Ist-s m Ethie Mains A&D 31 May-1! Jun. 

See Green, S. (1998). Collared Flycatcher at Ethie Mains. Birding 
Scotland 1:39-41. 

Photos: Birding World 10: 173 & 479 & British Birds 91: 492. 


Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 

First 1 Minard Castle Arg 12 Apr & Wood of Cree D&G 
15 Apr. Clyde 22 Apr; Forth 27 Apr; P&K, Ayr, Ork & 
Loth 1-3 May; Shet, High, Fair Is, Is of May 6-11 May; 
Bord & Fife 14-21 May. Most direct to territory & only 
few on passage, mostly 1-2 birds: 4 Fair Is 11 May; max 
6 Fife coast F, 5 St.Abbs B & 3 Is of May 20-22 May. 


Breeding: MBS MBS 
Nest-box schemes _ prs nests juvs 1996 1997 
Newtonmore High 4 3 19 5.00 6.30 
Trossachs Forth 68 68 349 - 5.63 
Inversnaid Clyde 11+ 11 61 5.24 5.50 
Kenmore Clyde 8 6 34 5.90 5.80 
Comer Clyde 2+ 2 7 4.75 3.50 
Sallochy Clyde 16 15 96 6.00 6.40 
Bonawe Argyll 8 8 22 6.30 5.50 
Glentrool D&G 17 - - - 5.70 
Buccleugh D&G 24 - 130 - 5.42 


* Pine Marten predation 

High 3 other sites; NE 3 sites; P&K 9 sites; Loth 2 sites; 
Bord 4 sites; Arg 3 other sites; Ayr 16mm at 6 sites; 
D&G increasing numbers, 60prs Wood of Cree, 17prs 
Glentrool oakwoods where MCS 7.3, MBS 5.7, 20prs 
Brough Wood MBS 5.2, 15% rise Buccleugh Estates. 
None seen on W coast in autumn. First autumn 
movements early Aug with5 Is of May & 1 Fast Castle 
B 8 May; 6 Is of May and | N.Ronaldsay 12 Aug. Good 
numbers 27 Aug-3 Sep: c.70 Shet, 17 northern Unst, 15 
Whalsay, 12 Fetlar & 10 Kergord; max 30 Fair Is; c.97 
Ork, 55 N.Ronaldsay & 19 Stronsay; 14 NE coast with 
10 Girdleness; 9 Is of May; 5 Fife coast; & 5 Berwickshire 
coast B. A few 21-28 Sep, mostly 1-2 birds. 

Last Loth & High 7-9 Sep; Fife 21 Sep; OHeb & NE 
25 Sep; Bord 28 Sep; Ork 1 Oct; Fair Is 9 Oct. 

Latest 2 Kergord Shet 19 Oct. 


} 
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* Bearded Tit Panarus biamarcus 

4 L.of Strathbeg NE 4 Mar; 2 Auchencairn Bay D&G 
24 Mar; 3 Aberlady L 29 Oct. 

No data from breeding area. 


Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 

31 Ardecaple Clyde in Jan; 36 Castle L. D&G, 25 
Kalemouth B, 24 Valleyfield F & 20 Lein M&N in Feb. 
Breeding: OHeb 9 Stronoway Woods Mar-Dec: High 
10prs Eigg (4), many young; Fife high numbers; Loth 
17 sites, proved at 10; Bord 32prs at 22 sites,5br24 
noted, 6prs Hirsel; Clyde 44prs at 25 sites, 2prs Baron's 
Haugh (7), 8prs Ross (6), 4prs Strathclyde Park (6). 
Numerous small flocks, suggestive of good season. 
Max: 15-25 in M&N, Loth, Arg & Clyde Is.; 26-40 in 
High & Ayr. Largest: 80 Moffat D&G and 45 Moor L. 
F in Jul; 50 L.Ardinning Clyde, 50 Duns Castle B and 
46 Faskally P&K in Sep; 46 L.of Strathbeg NE in Dec. 
Buoyant population reflected in an influx seen Ork 
(min.12 records) & OHeb (6) from about 7-9 Oct, max 
17 Aird, Lewis OH 9 Oct & 15 Berriedale Ork in Oct/ 
Nov. Also 1 Tiree Arg 1-15 Nov. 


*Marsh Tit Parus palustris 

Bord 16 sites in total, 8 sites during breeding season and 
14 sites outwith the breeding season, proved to breed at 
Holydean where br4 on 10 Jun. Max 4-5prs Hirsel. 


Willow Tit Parus montanus 

Clyde noted 4 sites in breeding season, 4prs proved at 
East Muir (2), Harestonhill & Millburn Glen & singing 
m Strathclyde Park. Noted 4 other sites Jan-May & 3 
other sites Jul-Dec. Ayr noted only at 2 regular sites, 
Bogton L. & Knockshinnoch, with 1 Mansfield in Mar; 
D&G declining Wood of Cree where just i-2prs, resident 
L.Ken area, Castle & Hightae L., Hills Wood, Castle 
Wood, Comlongon Wood, Lochaber Wood & Mennock. 
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ce Z Z| Beraded Tit \ 
Ds "¢ Dan Powell iy 
North-east Scotland Bird Repo| 
Winner of best artwork in 
a Scottish local bird report 


Crested Tit Parus cristatus | 
High 4prs used Drimguish boxes, fledging 3br15; 2prs 
with young Glen Feshie. Seen L.an Eilean, Colymbridge, | 

Polmaily, Glenstrathfarrar, Scotsburn & Migdale during 
Mar-Jul. Also Blackfold, Glen A ffric, Wester Guisachan, | 

Millbuie & N.Dalchork Jan-Feb & Aug-Dec. Some 
signs of expansion in Sutherland. 
M&N normal numbers Culbin, 9prs (23) but low success, 

2 boxes deserted & 4 predated, MBP of 1.4. Better 
success Lossie Forest, 6 occupied shaving-filled boxes, 
a 100% increase, MBP of 5.0. Birds Rochlun, Sluie &| i 
Davain breeding season. Kinloss & L.of Blairs in winter. | 
[1996] 3 Morrone, Braemar NE, date not given. 


Coal Tit Parus ater 

Largest flocks: 50 Tentsmuir F 2 Jan; 50 pan 
M&N 27 Jan; 50 Kingswells NE 4 Oct. 

Breeding: OHeb bred Stornoways Woods, Achmore, 
Lewis & pr at Brove, Harris; High increase Eigg CBC: 
M&N prCulbin (0) & 3prs at Lossie (2), MBP 8.0 (8.0); I 
Fife 50 fledged Kippo; Loth 10prs Addiewell Bing (6),) = 
7prs Roslin (5); Arg 1Oprs Taynish; Clyde 25prs at 11| bn 
sites, 5prs Linn Park (8), Ipr Cathkin Braes (5). | N 
1 nominate C.a.ater (continental race) trapped Drums| 
NE 20 Sep. Others on NE coast 20-27 Sep suspected tol Me 
be of same population. 
Passage: 50 Kingswells NE 4 Oct; 10 St.Abb’s B 7 Oct. Ns 
Unprecedented influx N&W Isles. c.7 birds Uists OH 
11 Oct-9 Nov; 1-3 Berrie-dale Ork 7-11 Oct; 3 Fair Is) Ly 
8 Oct, another bird 9 Oct; 1 Skaill, Eday Ork 9 & 24 Octs}} jy 
1 Queenamidda Ork 14Oct; 1 West End, Burray Ork)) Oi 
21-23 Oct; 1 Foula Shet 25-28 Oct. Also 1-3 at 3 sites}} nip 
on Tiree Arg 22 Oct-27 Dec. ig 
Larger than usual winter numbers noted Polmont Forth, | Ble 
SE Sutherland H, Melvich H, Durness H & Devilla F & Farm 
100 wintered Eigg H, all support a late autumn influx} () 
from abroad. 100 wintered Eigg H. I hive 
Sixth record for Shet, first since 1977. Be Yor 
| 
| me 
| 
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Blue Tit Parus caeruleus 

35 Culross F, 35 Cathkin Braes Clyde & 29 Tweedbank 
B (59) in Jan & 35 Burnthills Clyde in Feb were the best 
early-year counts. 4-6 birds Shet at Lerwick, Bressay, 
Voe & Unst from 1996 to Mar. 2 Ophir Ork 6 Apr. 


Breeding: 
Nest-box schemes MBP MBP 
Nests pune 1996 1997 
Lossie Forest M&N 16 2.9 6.5 
Culbin Forest M&N 4 - By) na 
L.Spynie M&N 9 - S22 5.8 
Braefoot Bay F 14 97 6.6 6.9 
Glentrool D&G 17. - - fell 
Brough Wood D&G 6 - - 6.2 
Auchencastle D&G 12 88 8.0 


High 20% decrease in Eigg CBC; M&N Sroducevity in 
coniferous Lossie Forest matched that of deciduous 
L.Spynie; NE cold weather meant failure amongst|st 
broods, 2nd broods fared better; P&K 14 nests 
Blairgowrie fledged 127 young, MBS 9.1, 21prs Vane 
Farm (19); Fife poor numbers of adults but a 27% 
increase in productivity at St.Margaret's Marsh CES; 
Forth 7prs/km? Doune (12), 7 lower Devon (5), 
Trossachs population 200% up on '96; Loth 30prs 


- Roslin (27), 11 Hadfast (8), 9prs Vogrie (10); Arg 33prs 


Taynish (24), 9prs L.Gruinart. Islay; Clyde 26prs Linn 
Park, 15prs Marryton (14). First fledged Bord 5 Jun. 
Nest & dead chick found 30 Aug on lorry from mainland 
at Unst Shet. 

Post-breeding flocks also suggest a good season in S: 
20 Kilnconquhar F 22 Jun; 50 Dunblane Forth 17 Jul; 
60 Netherdale B 11 Aug; 84 Dirleton L 15 Sep. 

Yet another autumn dispersal to Ork & OHeb (but not 
Shet) from early Oct: Singles seen Graemeshall, Hoy, 


- Stronsay, St.Margaret's Hope & Kirkwall, all Ork from 


6 Oct to Dec. Also singles on OHeb at Clachan, N.Uist; 
Askernish, S.Uist; N.Locheynort, S.Uist 24 Oct-Nov. 
1-2 Tiree Arg Oct/Nov. 40 wintered Eigg H. 


Great Tit Parus major 
1 Norwick Shet 1996 to 15 Feb. 


Early-year counts: 45 Chateauherault Clyde & 10 


_ Tweedbank B in Jan (18). 

| Breeding: MBS MBS 
, | Nest-box schemes Nests Young 1996 1997 
| Lossie Forest M&N 37 - 4.1 5.4 

| Culbin Forest M&N 3 - 6.0 5.3 

. L.Spynie M&N 14 - 5:3 74 
ct _ Braefoot Pt. F 11 61 6.6 6.1 


_ OHeb 2prs Stornoway Woods; High stable Eigg CBC, 


i) many young; M&N excellent season, high numbers, 


| large clutches and good fledging; P&K 9 nests 
| Blairgowrie fledged 68 young, MBS 7.6, 7prs Vane 
| Farm (8); Forth 7prs/km? Doune (8.4), 5 lower Devon 
|| (2); Fife poor success at St.Margarets Marsh CES & 
| lowest success Braefoot; Loth 16prs Roslin (15), 6prs 
| Vogrie (10); Arg 11 prs Taynish, 6prs L.Gruinart, Islay; 
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Clyde 11prs Linn Park (13), 8prs Merryton (9); D&G 
9prs Brough Wood, 6prs Glentrool oakwoods. 

1 Whalsay Shet 11 Oct to'98;1 Finstown Ork 11 Oct; 
1 Queenamidda Ork 14 Oct. 1-2 Tiree Arg Oct-Dec. 


Nuthatch Sitta europaea 


Bord Less data at known sites but several new sites. 
Pairs seen at known or likely breeding sites 


Site 92 93 94 95 96 97 
Hirsel 2 3 5 6 6 8 
Floors Castle 1 2 5) 6 6 ie} 
Lennel - - 1 1 - 
Langlee - - - 1 2 2 
Monteviot - - - 1 Ds 2 
Coldstream - - - 1 2 *\] 


* incomplete coverage 

Singles seen at nut-feeder Ashkirk & Newtown Glen in 
Jan; Minto in Jan/Feb & Nov/Dec; Pease Dean & 
Maxton Glen in Mar; Paxton House in Mar-May; St.Abbs 
in May & Jun. 

1 in garden Glenkens D&G in Mar & 1 in garden 
Balmaclellan D&G in Oct. 

1 St.Andrews F 3 Dec to 1998. First record for Fife. 


Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 

Breeding: High 8prs Eigg (8); M&N 13prs in nest- 
boxes Culbin (7), MCS 3.7 (2.0), none Lossie Forest 
(2), small clutch sizes and poor success; Loth 7prs 
Roslin (7); Bord 8prs Black Barony; Arg 4prs Taynish 
(5), 3prs L.Gruinart, Islay; Clyde 8prs Linn Park (7). 
Autumn movements negligible but better autumn/winter 
numbers than usual Sutherland H. 1 Clachan, N.Uist 
OH Sep/Noy; 8 Crathes Castle NE in Dec. 


Golden Oriole Orviolus oriolus 

16 in spring only. Singles - m Port Charlotte, Islay Arg 
2-3 May; f Stronsay Ork 14 May; Langlass, N.Uist OH 
15-20 May; f Is of May 18-19 May; m Kergord Shet 19- 
20 May & 2 Jun; f Tyninghame L 20 May; Askernish, 
S.Uist OH 22 May; Snishival, N.Uist OH 27-29 May; 
imm m Rannoch P&K 28 May;Sanday Ork 31 May; f 
Eday Ork 31 May; m Starnafin NE 8 Jun; imm m sang 
Taynish Arg 10 Jun; m Sanquhar D&G 14 Jun & Foula 
Shet 10-12 Jun, 


* Isabelline Shrike Lanius isabellinus 
lst-w N.Ronaldsay Ork 30 Nov. 3rd for Orkney. 


Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 

141 birds in spring, pair bred & 24 in autumn. 

First pr Glen Classely H 1 May; then Is of May 8 May; 
pr Strath Oykel H 10 May; | Stronsay Ork 12 May. 
Major fall 16-25 May when c.30 Shet, c.24 Fair Is, c.40 
Ork, 1 St.Kilda OH, 3 NE, 12 Is of May, 5 Fife, 2 Loth 
& 1 Auchencairn, Arran Clyde Is. Max 5 Is of May 17 
& 22 May; 13 N.Ronaldsay Ork 21 May; 11 Stronsay 
Ork 22 May; 3 Foula Shet 24 May; 8 Fair Is 25 May; 
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1 Errol P&K 1 Jun. 1m Balcomie F sang 21 May. 
A few N.Isles into early Jun. 


May-Jun '97 May June 
1-10 11-20 21-31 1-10 11-20 21-30 

Shetland 0) 11 25 3 3 1 
Fair Isle 0 10 12 10 il 0 
Orkney 0 13 30 2 0 0 
OHeb 0 0 1 0) 0 0 
N Scot 4 0 3 0 0 0 
NE Scot 0 3 0 0 0 0 
E/C Scot 1 13 6 5 0 0 
SE Scot 0) 1 2 0 0 0 
W Scot 0 1 0) 0 0 0 
1997 5 52 79 19 4 1 
1996 0) 22 Sil 11 2 1 
1995 0 0 26 7 0 0) 


N.Isles totals mostly estimates 

Breeding: pr bred Caithness, fledging br4. 

See Foster (1999) SBR 1997 (this issue) for account of breeding. 
2 N.Ronaldsay | Jul, 1 on 14 Jul; 1 Lerwick Shet | Aug; 
1 Fair Is 9-17 Aug; 1 Is of May 11-12 Aug; 1 Bressay 
Shet 17 Aug; 3 Skerries Shet 28 Aug-2 Sep; 1 Unst Shet 
29 Aug;1-2 Fair Is 29 Aug-8 Sep; 2 N.Ronaldsay, 1 
Sumburgh Shet & 1 Lerwick | Sep; 1 West End, Burray 
Ork 3 Sep; 1 Fetlar & Foula Shet 3-5 Sep; 1 Dirleton L 
6 Sep; | Quarff Shet 7 Sep; 1 Foula 9 Sep; 1 Hillwell 
Shet 19-20 Sep; 1 Kildonan, Arran Clyde Is 27 Sep. 


* Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor 
1 Foula Shet 28 May; 1 Is of May 1-2 Jun. 


First for Is of May, 15th for Shetland. 
See Isle of May Bird Observatory Report 1997: 38-39 fora description 
of the Isle of May bird. 


Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor 

Only 2 in winter: 1 Ordie Moss NE 1 Jan-22 Feb, 
possibly same bird as L.Kinord Dec '96; 1 Cobbinshaw 
L 19 Jan-16 Feb. 

1 Fair Is 17-19 Oct; 1 Penifiler, Skye H 25 Oct; 1 Fair 
Is 6-8 Nov; 1 Starnafin NE 29 Nov-1 Dec; | Fernness, 
Eday Ork 4 Dec; i Inchnadamph H 14 Dec. 

Yet another poor year. 


* Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator 

ImL.Scolpaig, N.Uist OH 16-19 May; 1 Nether Corston, 
Harray Ork on 28-30 Jun; juv Skerries Shet on 30 Aug; 
Ist-y Foula Shet 7 Oct. 

Second for Outer Hebrides. 


Jay Garrulus glandarius 

Further increase & spread in most of range. 

High noted Glen Cannich & Glen Suilaeg in May/Jun, 
Kincraig & Roy Bridge Oct-Jan; M&N expanding 
population reported 5 sites in breeding season, 16 sites 
at other times; NE mostly usual areas Deeside & Donside 
at Crathes & Monymusk, but also Burnhervie & Troup 
valley, max 7 Hares Wood Park in Noy; Fife 7 sites in 
breeding season with confirmed breeding Colinsburgh 
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& Earlshall; Forth 30 sites, max 12 Strathtyre in Sep; 
Loth bred 3 sites, seen 16 other sites; Bord 11 sites in | 
breeding season, 28 sites at other times; Arg 5 sites in | 
breeding season, 18 sites at other times, mostly in mid- 
Argyll; Clyde 19 sites; Ayr 19 sites, 10 in breeding 
season; D&G 15 sites, max 10 Lochaber L.in Aug. | 


Magpie Pica pica 
High 13 sites; Fife 34prs Saline of which 13 definitely | 
bred, expansion towards St.Andrews where breeding | 
was confirmed; Loth 5prs Aberlady (5), 4-Sprs | 
Musselburgh Lagoons, 2prs Hadfast (1); Bord noted at 
record 40 sites; Arg birds at Campbeltown & Southend, | 
Kintyre, may have come from N.Ireland, furtherrecords | 
from Barcaldine; Clyde Is noted Port Bannatyne & | 
Ascog, Bute where rare; Ayr 5prs Knockbentier (7-8); J 
D&G increasing New Galloway, seen Hensol where | 
unusual. 

Largest counts: 44 Airthrey Forth in Feb; 155 Rosshall, 
Paisley Clyde roost in Mar; 100 Duddingston L roost in | 
Nov; 40 Knockbentier Ayr roost in Dec. 


Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 

Arg Islay: no information on island other than pr rearing 
3 juvs at L.Gruinart; Colonsay: held 10-12prs, 2 definitely \ 
failed but 6prs fledged 16 young, | ringed adult was now 
16 years old; Mull: pr bred but failed (has done since } 
'89), birds seen in 2 other sites on island eunee breeding | 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 


Jackdaw Corvus monedula 

1-2 Veensgarth, Kergord & Unst, all Shet & Fair Is Jan- 
May. 3 Veensgarth in Jul 

Breeding: Ork colonies noted 14 sites; High stable 12prs 
Eigg; Loth 7prs Roslin Glen (7), 4prs Hadfast (4); Arg 
12prs L.Gruinart, noted L.Bellart, Mull outside usual 
range; Clyde rabbit warren colonies noted Birthwood 
(10prs) & Shaw Hill, Culter (15prs). 

Roost counts lower this year: 2,500 Gartshore Clyde, 
1,000 Bute Clyde Is, 400 Killin Forth, 210 Cameron 
Res. Fin Jan; 400 Martnaham Ayr in May; 500 Glasgow 
Clyde in Oct; 2,000 Castle L. D&G & 500 Duddingston 
L in Nov. 

Influx to Fair Is & Shet (17 records) late Sep-early Nov, 
max 6 Fair Is 28 Oct & 23 Unst Shet 2 Nov. 


Continental race C.m.monedula: 5 Fetlar, 4 Strand and 
2 Sumburgh Head, all Shet 19-20 Oct, with a few 
staying on Fetlar to 26 Oct. 1 Maidens Ayr & 1 Elgin 
M&N in Nov. 5 Lerwick Shet 12 Feb showed features 
of eastern race C.m.soemmerringii. 


_ Rook Corvus frugilegus 
Breeding: Ork only 4 counts confirm disturbance as 
being a major factor on Mainland; OHeb 116 nests 
Stornoway Woods; High 80prs Insh Marshes (95) in 2 
colonies; NE some stabilisation with 305 nests Udny 
Wood (298) despite continued shooting; Fife 671 nests 
in 8 colonies, increases match decreases; Forth 72 
colonies Stirling District held 2,134 nests, largest 
Buchylyvie with 173 nests; Bord 872 nests in 13 colonies; 
' Arg 314 in all 9 colonies Islay (316 in 8 rookeries in 
_| '96); Clyde Is 866 nests in 8 colonies Bute; Clyde 1,849 
nests in 54 colonies. 
Roosts: 18,000 Gartshore Clyde in Jan , 4,000 Rothesay, 
Bute Clyde Is & 3,000 Chapelhead H in Feb were the 
only large counts. 


Lt Reddish-brown birds seen Drem & Hopetoun House L. 
| See: Hissett, R., (1998). Ayshire Rookery Survey - 1996 in Ayrshire 


MN} Bird Report 1997: 5-10. Full analysis of the full 1996 survey. 


' Carrion Crow Corvus corone 
| Carrion Crow C.c.corone Shet 12 winter/spring (12) 
_ records & 6 in autumn/winter (8), 2-3 hybrids noted; 


)) Fair Is record 50 noted in mid-May soon moved on; 


_ Ork 1 bird paired with hybrid again at St.Ola, max 37 
_ N.Ronaldsay mid-May; Is of May prattempted breeding; 


| Forth 6prs/km: Doune (7.2); Loth 7prs Roslin, 6prs 
y | Aberlady (4), 6prs nested on 5 Forth Is; Bord 7prs 
_} St.Abbs (7); Arg more than usual Islay with 1-2 on 
if | Tiree & Iona. 


_ Flocks: 203 Aberlady in Feb; 320 pre-roost Doonfoot 
Ayr in Sep; 166E (2hrs) Carrick Hills Ayr in Oct. 


Hooded Crow C.c.cornix 
. Scattered reports: M&N (11), NE, Fife (2), Fife (2), 
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Forth, Loth (9), Forth (9), Loth (4), Bord (3), Clyde (22), 
Ayr (3) & D&G (4). 

Hybrids noted in Shet, Ork (many), M&N (6), NE, Fife, 
Forth, Loth (3), Bord (5), Clyde (21), Ayr (2). 
Breeding: Ork 10prs N.Hoy (9); OHeb pr probably 
St.Kilda; Arg 8prs Colonsay, 4prs L.Gruinart, 4prs 
Sanda Is. 


Raven Corvus corax 


Breeding: Sites Occup. Sites Nest Young 
checked nests _ failed success MBS 

Fetlar Shet - 9 - 9 26 2.9 
Mainland Ork - 35 17 18 55 By 
Hoy Ork - 13 - ° - 
Eigg I&R - 7 - 7 21 3.0 
Forth 15 11 3 8 11 1.4 
Colonsay Arg if 7 5 2 4 2.0 
Coll Arg - 9 2 7 18 2.6 
Cowal Arg - 21 7 14 47 Bysil 
Mull Arg 16 16 4 12 38 Bp) 
Bute ClydeIs 14 14 2 12 32 2.6 
Ayrshire 24 24 3) 15 43 3.0 


Ork 6br13 noted elsewhere, first fledged 1 May; OHeb 
probable pr St.Kilda; Fife 1 L.Glow in Aug was first 
summer record since '92; Loth 2prs bred, 1 with br3-5, 
noted 6 other areas; Bord noted 39 sites; Arg pr bred 
Sanda Is.; Clyde 2br7 noted with at least another 13 prs; 
D&G breeding attempt Caerlaverock, more sightings 
Moffat Hills but fewer Upper Nithsdale 

Max counts: Shet 20 Foula in Mar; Ork 132 St.Ola 
roost in Apr; High 40 Dingwall in Mar; P&K 112 at 
C.Perthshire roost & 32 at N.Perthshire roosts in Jan, 
132 Central roost in Sep, a new roost in north gave 238 
on 23 Nov & 324 on 21 Dec; Bord 12 Scabcleugh in 
Apr; Arg 54 Tullochgorm in Nov; Clyde 18 Muirshiel 
in Aug; D&G 27 Graignelder in Jan, max 85 L.Ronald 
in Apr, 45 Arnfield Fell in Jun. 


Starling Sturnus vulgaris 

Winter roosts: 4,000 Irvine Ayr in Jan-Mar, 3,500 there 
Oct-Dec; 30,600 Peterhead NE in Mar; 2,000 Gullane L 
in Jun; 5,700 Cambus Haugh Forth in Aug; 2,700 
Tullibody Inch Forth & 500 L.Gruinart, Islay Arg in 
Oct; 6,000 Strathbeg NE, 2,500 L.Spynie M&N & 
1,500 Sunderland, Islay Arg in Nov; 21,200 Peterhead, 
3,000 Kirkwall Ork, 3,000 Dumfries D&G, 2,000 Ayr 
Ayr, 1,000 Aird an Runair OH in Dec. 

Breeding: Fair Is 93% of 77 monitored nests produced 
young with MCS of 4.45, 294 young hatched, MBS 3.82 
of which 259 fledged, MBS 3.33; Ork 47prs N.Hill, 
Papa Westray (60); NE 22 nest-boxes Culterty (37) had 
stable MBS 4.39; Fife very poor season; Forth 1 1prs/ 
km? Doune (15.6); Loth 10prs Roslin (11), pr bred Bass 
Rock; Bord 66 nests Eddleston (67) mid-May. First 
fledged Ork 18 May; Is of May & Forth 4 Jun. 
Leucistic birds noted Loth, Arg & Ayr. 
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*Rose-coloured Starling Sturnus roseus 

4 records: ad Aberlady L 29 Jun; ad Fair Is 7-9 Aug; 
juv Northdale, Fetlar Shet 24 Sep; juv Quendale Shet 
14 Sep-8 Oct. 

[1994] 1 ad Dornoch H 15 Aug. Ad Spittal of Glenshee 
P&K 29-30 Jun was in 1994 not 1995 as stated. 
Additional records gives 12 birds in '95 & 11 in '94. 


House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

Breeding: Fair Is 135 birds in census; M&N 62% of 8 
boxes reared 5br18 at first broods & 4br12 on second 
broods; Forth 14 prs/km? Doune (14.4); D&G increases 
noted Kirkpatrick Durham & New Galloway. 
Fledging: Forth 21 May; Ork 26 May, Bord 29 May. 
Flocks: 135 Fair Is in Mar; 213 N.Ronaldsay Ork in 
Jun; 500 Coaltown of Balgonie F, 300 Lochmaben 
D&G, 180 Garmouth M&N & 150 Glencaple D&G in 
Aug; 207 N.Ronaldsay in Dec. 


He Sparrow 
Stuart Rivers 
Fife Bird Report 


Tree Sparrow Passer montanus 

Breeding: High still common E.Ross, e.g. 27prs at 4 
sites; M&N 2nd broods for 4prs Longmorn boxes, 3prs 
Invererne boxes; NE still good numbers Buchan, present 
c.20 sites, confirmed at 5 sites; P&K 5-6 nests fledged 
56 young Blairgowrie; Fife noted 22+ sites, breeding 
proved at 6 with 26prs Damhead of Torr, however 
absent or scarce from previously reliable sites; Loth 
bred 5 sites, 4prs Hadfast (6); Bord prs seen 5 sites; 
Clyde 1 2prs at 8 sites, becoming rare; Ayr atlas fieldwork 
still reveals more sites, 14 sites with 47prs; D&G still 
declining especially in Dumfriesshire & Wigtownshire. 
Max area flocks: 100 Newmains B, 80 Little Freuchie F 
and 60 Lecropt Forth in Jan; 70 Cruden Bay NE and 
25 Milton Brodie M&N in Feb; 26 Boghead Ayr in 
Mar; 40 Newmains and 25 Thankerton Clyde in Oct; 
40 Brownrigg Lin Nov; 100 Cairneyhill Farm F, 50 
Peterhead NE & 25 Glencaple D&G in Dec. 


Scottish Bird Report 1997 


Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 
4 large flocks (2 in '96): 2,000 Newtonmore H & 950 


Braco P&K in Jan; 1,000 W.Kinnaird P&K & 500+ |) 
Strathdon NE in Feb. Only 3 flocks of 400-500 birds (6 | ( 


in'96) in High, M&N & Loth; and 15 flocks of 200-400 


birds (13 in '96): High, M&N (3), NE, P&K (2), Fife, | 


Bord (3), Arg & Ayr (3). 


Very light passage N. Isles, max 40 Quarff Shet 17 Mar, | 


15 Veensgarth Shet 21 Mar & 20 Fair Is 23 Mar. 


Breeding: Ork 3+prs Trumland Wood, Rousay (10), | 
13mm sang Mainland with 4 on Hoy; OHeb 11mm | }jj 
Stronoway Woods: High slight drop Eigg but good | 
success, 62++prs Insh Marshes (100+), 12prs Creag | 
Meagaidh (7 in '90); P&K S56prs Vane Farm (45); Fife | 
20prs Eden Est. (18); Forth 28prs/km? Doune (34), | 
13prs lower Devon (16); Loth 39+prs Aberlady (35), 
38prs Roslin (30), 27prs Addiewell Bing (19); Bord | 
Oprs St.Abbs (9), 25mm Castlecraig; Arg 32prs Taynish | 
(35), 36prs L.Gruinart, Islay; Clyde 35prs Merryton | 
(27), 18prs Linn Park (22); D&G good cone crop led to | 


early breeding, first fledged 17 May. 


Passage N.Isles was almost non-existent, max 30 Fair Is | 
15 Oct; 11 Foula Shet 17 Oct and no flocks Ork. On | 
mainland coast 25 Dowlaw B 20 Sep was the only flock | 


noted of any size. Max seen Is of May jsut 1-3 birds. 
100 West Cairns L in Aug. 


Large flocks: 1,500 Drums Clyde, 600 L.Spalander | 
Ayr in Oct; 2,500 Newtonmore, 2,000 Kinbuck Forth, | 
1,200 Thornhill D&G, 1,000 Rynettin H & 1,000 Glen | 
Brerachan P&K in Nov; 2,000 Blackstoun Clyde, 1,500 | 


Ardmore Pt. Clyde, 1,000 Aberfeldy P&K, 800. 
Fortingall P&K, 600 Blackford P&K & 600 Argaty | 
Forth in Dec. 
Flocks 400-500: M&N, P&K, Fife, Clyde Is & Clyde | 


(2). Flocks 200-400: High (2), M&N (3), NE, P&K, | 


Fife, Forth (3), Bord, Ayr (5) & D&G (several). 


Better winter, note that largest flocks mostly in Highlands 


& W, with fewer in S & E. | 


Mild winter weather has been suggested as a factor for | 


lack of flocks, the flocks forming during cold spells and | 
disbanding after the thaw (Fife Bird Report). The lack 
of immigrants must also play a part however. 


Brambling Fringilla montifringilla 


Even scarcer than last winter with many areas \ 
commenting upon the paucity of birds. Only 3 flocks (7) 
of >400 birds: 600 Blackford P&K, 600 Kinbuck Forth 
& 600 Bogton Ayr in Jan; just 7 flocks (11) of 200-400: | 
NE, P&K, Ayr (2) & D&G (3); with 7 flocks (5) of 100- | 


200: High (2), P&K (2), Loth (2), Arg, Clyde. 


Last Forth & Arg in Mar; M&N, Ayr, OHeb, NE, P&K 


& Loth 1-13 Apr; Clyde, D&G, Fife & Bord 18-29 Apr; | 


Is of May & High 2-9 May, Fair Is 28 May; Shet 1 Jun; | 


latest single Stronsay Ork 6 Jun. 


- R.D.Murray [Ed] 
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30 Norwick Shet & 20 N.Ronaldsay Ork 27-29 Apr 
Breeding: 1f + brood Inverkirkaig, W.Ross H on 4 Aug. 
First back: 1 St.Abbs B 17 Sep. Then Is of May 19 Sep; 
Clyde 21 Sep. Widespread in very small numbers: Shet, 
NE, Fair Is, Ork, Loth & Ayr 24-28 Sep; High, P&K, 
Forth, OHeb & Arg 8-22 Oct. Max early count 25 
Rattray NE 25 Sep. No large influx, mostly small parties 
arriving piecemeal from mid/late Oct. Max counts: 250 
Fetlar & 120 Baltasound Shet & 16 Is of May 8 -9 Oct; 
50 Fair Is & 20 St.Abbs16-18 Oct; 30 Is of May 5 Nov; 
200 Birsay Ork 21 Nov. Very few seen mainland coast. 
Almost no big flocks Nov-Dec: best 500 Westruther B, 
250 Dunkeld P&K, 200 Cauldshiels B, 120 Smithton H 
& 100 Inverness H, all Dec. 

Elsewhere best Dec counts: Shet 5, Ork 10, Loth 40, Arg 
3, Ayr 4 & D&G 8. Singles Fair Is & Fife; and no Dec 
records from OHeb, M&N, NE, Fife, Clyde Is & Clyde. 


Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 

40-50 birds at 7 sites Shet in Jan-Apr. A few Fair Is in 
Mar/Apr, max 7 on 23 Mar. Numbers less buoyant Ork, 
max 35 St.Margarets Hope in Feb. 


_, 2 large winter flocks >300 birds (0): 400 Kilrenny F in 


Jan; 400 Pathside M&N in Mar; with 10 flocks of 
100-300 birds (8) in M&N (3), NE (2), Fife (2), Clyde 
Is, Ayr (2) & D&G. 
While there were more flocks than winter 95/96, several 
reports still noted fewer birds around. 
Breeding: Ork bred 2 sites, singing mm another 7 sites 
(18); OHeb 6 sites; High 15+prs Eigg CBC (13); Fife 6- 
7prs Eden Est.; Arg 3prs L.Gruinart, Islay (5). 
Slight passage N.Isles, max counts: 20 Fair Is 5 Nov; & 
5 Baltasound & 5 Foula Shet 8-12 Nov. 
Increase in numbers of large flocks, but fewer medium 
» | flocks: 800 Hillhead, Forres M&N & 540 L.Arthur 
_ D&G in Sep; 800 Tarbetness H in Oct; 650 Ardmore 
Point Clyde & 480 Auchengilsie Ayr in Nov; 700 
Cardyke Clyde & 500 Cairneyhill F in Dec. 11 flocks of 
100-300 (24) seen High, P&K (2), Fife (2), Forth & Ayr 
(4). Note many of the flocks in the W. Salmonella 
outbreaks noted Portlethen & Bridge of Don NE. 


Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 

. Largest flocks: 300 Netherdale B,130 Kinbuck Forth, 
80 Minduff M&N & 72 Hurtlehill Clyde in Jan; 140 
Irvine Ayr in Feb; 129 roost Aberdeen NE in Mar. 

_ Flocks of 20-60 noted in High (2), M&N (6), NE, Fife 


| (6), Forth, Bord, Clyde (3), Ayr (3) & D&G. 


| 4 spring singles Shet, Fair Is & Ork (2), mostly May. 

| Breeding: High nest failed Eigg where first breeding; 
\ | Fife 6prs Eden; Forth 2prs/km: Doune (3.6), 4prs lower 
‘| Devon (3); Clyde 46prs noted ('93-'97 mean = 28). 


‘| Larger than usual number flocks suggest good success. 


_ Big autumn/winter flocks: 150 Kirrereoch D&G & 120 
Kingsbarns F in Aug; 320 Wellwood F, 150 Shotts 


Clyde & 101 Tarras M&N in Sep; 120 Kingholm Quay 
D&G, 120 Thornhill Forth, 110 Irvine Ayr & 100 
Netherdale in Oct; 230 Strathallan P&K & 115 Rossie 
Bog F in Nov; 200 Cairneyhill F, 150 Hatton of Fintray 
NE, 120 Cummingston M&N & 120 Kincardine Bridge 
Forth in Dec. Flocks 50-99 noted High, M&N 3, Fife 4, 
Loth 3, Bord 2, Clyde Is, Clyde 5 & Ayr 2. 

Few N.Isles autumn/winter : 3 Shet, 1 Fair Is & 6 Ork. 


Siskin Carduelis spinus 

Larger numbers early-year than usual, especially Bord 
and D&G due to good food stocks in forests. 

Max Jan/Feb: 230 Newton Bridge P&K, 160 Glen 
Tanar NE, 120 Craigenreoch Ayr, 100 L.Doon Ayr, 
100 Tulloch H, 100 Endrick Mouth Clyde, 100 Lennox 
Forest Clyde in Jan; 400 Glentress B, 350 N.Piersknowe 
B, 300 Walkerburn B, ‘several hundred’ Garadbbain 
Forest Clyde, 135 Creag Megaidh H & 100 Longannet 
F in Feb; 400 Bogeney M&N & 150 Hopeman M&N 
in Mar. Many notes of parties moving in Mar, e.g. 62W 
Aberlady L 31 Mar; 85W (8 parties) in 90mins over 
Hopeman 12 Apr. Widespread N& W Isles from Mar- 


. Aug, mostly 6-8 birds, max 35 Brae Shet 9 May. 


Breeding from early Mar in D&G, Ayr & Bord; first 
fledged M&N by 19 Apr; D&G and NE by 8 May. 
Breeding: Ork no records; OHeb family parties Jul/ 
Aug: max 16 Stornoway Woods,Ben Laglass, N.Uist & 
N.Locheynort, S.Uist; High 20prs Eigg (30), many 
fledged, good success Rhives where 40 juvs seen; 
M&N c.50prsYellowbog & c.30prsLittle Baud Hill; 
Ayr 80 juvs White Clauchrie, many juvs Changue. 
An excellent breeding season produced large numbers 
of young. The failure of the cone crop in summer seems 
to have led to fairly massive post-breeding dispersal 
from Jul onwards. 

Large post-breeding flocks : 500 Blair Atholl P&K in 
Jun; 450 Kyle Forest Ayr & 150 (mostly juvs) New 
Galloway D&G in Jul; 500+ Carnock F, 335 L.na 
Bo M&N, 300juvsW Woodend L. Clyde in Aug; 400 
Bandrum F, 360 Archerfield L, 300S/hr Johnshaven 
(1hr) NE in Sep & a movement W over Brighouse Bay 
D&G 8-13 Sep in several 'batches' of 200 birds. Also 
flocks 100-300 birds M&N, P&K (2), Fife 2, Forth 2, 
Loth 6, Bord 2, Clyde 10 & Ayr 4. 

In view of the large numbers of birds moving around, 
autumn passage was difficult to distinguish but small 
parties arrived N.Isles & E coast, mid-Sep-Nov: max 30 
Fair Is 30 Sep; 13 Is of May & 7 Foula Shet 3-4 Oct. 
Very few overwintered in large forest areas of P&K, 
Bord, Arg, Ayr & D&G due to the collapse of cone crop. 
By Dec few birds were noted, the largest flocks being 
300 Valleyfield F 14-30 Dec with 60 Dalmeny L & 40 
Mussleburgh L being the next largest. 

It must be assumed that many of the birds quit Scotland 
altogether in such circumstances. 
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Linnet Carduelis cannabina 

6 large flocks (8): 1,500 Dowlaw B, 700 Powillimont 
D&G, 500 Lochty F, 500 Bewlie B, 500 Shallock Park 
Ayr in Jan; 600 Eyemouth B & 400 Strathallan P&K in 
Mar; and just 9 flocks (5) of 200-300 noted NE, Fife 
2,Loth 2, Bord, Clyde Is, Clyde, Ayr & D&G. 

Very light passage in N.Isles: c.22 Shet, most days Fair 
Is, max 4 on 26 Apr; max 67 N.Ronaldsay Ork. 
Breeding: Ork 7prs Hoy (6), 12prs elsewhere; OHeb pr 
bred unsuccessfully Steinish, Lewis is the first recent 
breeding record since c.1970s; NE poor season with 
mortality due to cold; P&K 19prs Vane Farm; Fife Sprs 
Eden Est.; Loth 7 noted Inchcolm & 3prs Inchmickery, 
29prs Aberlady (28), 8prs Hadfast (8); Bord 12prs St 
Abbs (10); Arg 55prs L.Gruinart, Islay, 4prs Sanda Is.; 
Clyde 2prs Merryton (3) reared 2br4, 4prs Cathkin 
Braes (5); Ayr 4prs Knockbentier (5). 

Autumn/winter flocks suggest a good breeding season: 
8 of >500 birds (3): 800 Hillhead M&N in Sep; 1,500 
Blackford P&K in Oct; 1,200 Thornhill Forth, 800 
Cardyke Clyde, 600 N.Alves M&N & 600 Lady Moss 
B in Noy; 2,000 Bonar Bridge H & 600 Cunningham 
M&N in Dec. 24 flocks of 200-500 noted (28) from 
Ork, M&N (6), NE, P&K, Forth (2), Fife (4), Bord (2), 
Ayr (4) & D&G (3). 

Very few N & W.Isles in autumn/winter: none Shet & 
just | Fair Is & 2 OHeb. 


Twite Cardue/is flavirostris 

1,000 Wideford Hill Ork, 600 Hurtiso Ork, 250 
Barnhouse Ork,200 Shalloch Mill Ayr, 170 Gordonhall 
H, 120 Kipperait Forth, 120 Orphir Ork & 100 Balranald 
OH in Jan; 1,400 Blackford P&K & 200+ L.Ryan 
D&G in Feb; 500 Braco P&K, 150 L.Gruinart, Islay 
Arg in Mar. 

Max elsewhere: Shet 40, Fair Is 60, M&N 18, NE 27, 
Fife 3, Loth 50, Bord 20, Clyde Is 3,Clyde 40. 
Breeding: Ork 12prs Hoy reserve (9), 5-10prs Copinsay; 
High fewer Eigg, family party Cairngorm 18 Jul; M&N 


Siskins 
Dan Powell 
North-east Scotland Bird 

Report 


moorland survey showed presence in just 1 of 45 1km? | 
of suitable habitat; NE 2 sites; Forth 5 sites; Loth pr | 
Pentlands; Arg 39prs Colonsay (40), 2prs L.Gruinart, | 
Islay, 8prs Sanda Is, (14 in past); Ayr 4prs Portandea, | 
60+ Ailsa Craig including 10mm & family parties; | 


D&G 2prs Mull of Galloway, lpr Montreith Bay. 


Larger autumn/winter flocks: 950 Blackford, 950 Braco, | 
700 Ardgay H, 450 Bonar Bridge H, 350 Stembister | 


Ork, 300 Kinbuck Forth, 300 Dipple Ayr,Oct-Dec. 


Flocks 100-299 noted Shet (3), Fair Is 50, Ork (5), OHeb | 


(3), High (4), M&N 17, NE 25, Fife, Forth (2), Loth, 
Bord, Arg (6) & Ayr. Max elsewhere: Clyde 12 


See: Hogg, A. (1998). Winter Habitats of Twite in Ayrshire. in | 


Ayrshire Bird Report 1997:13-14. 


Redpoll Carduelis flammea 
Lesser Redpoll C.f:cabaret 


Jan-Mar flocks: 160 Insh Marshes H, 150+ Carrbridge | 
H, 150 Lennox Forest Clyde, 120 Enochdhu P&K & | 
120 Glen Muick NE. Flocks 50-100 noted: High 5, | 


Loth 3, Bord 2, Clyde & Ayr. 


1-2 Fair Is & 2 Ork ona few dates during spring passage. | 


Breeding: High 20+prs Eigg (14), 2prs Canna, 2-3prs 


Durness; M&N5 sites with 10+prs; NE noted 9-11% of | 


BBS plots; P&K 8prs Vane Farm; Bord c.34mm noted 
at 11 sites; Clyde c.98mm at 6 sites; Ayr c:29prs noted 
but patchy distribution; D&G 20 Scaur Glen in May. 


More marked late summer (Jul-Sep) dispersal than | 


usual (food shortages ?): 250 Strone H, 100 Easter Inch 
Moss L & 100 Kippo F in Aug; 150 Lairg H, 140 
Carsebeck P&K, 120 Earlshall F & 100+ Tarradale Hin 
Sep; with flocks of 50-99 noted OHeb, High, NE, Bord 
& 2 Clyde. First younf noted Bord 20 Jun. 

Oct-Dec flocks: 200 Invertromie H in Oct; 200 
Mersehead D&G, 170 Upper Kidston B, 150 Pitlochry 


P&K, 150 Cairneyhill F in Nov; 200 Newbie D&G, } 


150 Raddrey H, 140 Aberfeldy P&K & c.100 Rossie 
Big F in Dec with 50-99 noted Bord. 


1 


| 


R.D.Murray [Ed] 
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Mealy Redpoll Carduelis f. flammea 

Very few birds in early year with parties 1-3 birds seen 
Jan-Apr in Shet (6 records), Fair Is (2), Ork (1), max 3 
Fair Is 8 Jan, 3 Quarff Shet 19-28 Jan & 3 Foula Shet 
27 Jan. Movements May-Jun with Shet (15 records), 
Fair Is (several), Ork (2) & Is of May (1), max 3 Fair Is 
20 May & Foula 22 May. 

70 Glenmore H 11 Mar was only mainland . 

Small scale influx in N.Isles Aug-Nov, peaking mid- 
Sep on Fair Is & Oct in Shet & Ork through accumula- 
tion of small parties. Those that were trapped on Fair Is 
proved mostly to be Greenland/Iceland birds of rostrata/ 
islandica populations. Max 60 rostrata Norwick Shet, 
20 Fair Is, 30 N.Ronaldsay Ork, 18 flammea Skerries 
Shet & 9 Foula 19-27 Sep; max 120 rostrata & 30 
flammea Lerwick Shet, 30 Longhouse Ork & 8 Kergord 
Shet in Oct. 79 ringed Queenamidda Ork in Oct/Nov 
were mostly rostrata. 7 Scapa Ork 25 Nov last Ork with 
8 Lerwick into 1998. Only a few seen elsewhere with: 
2 Leadburn B 20 Sep; 'a few' Is of May in Oct; 1-2 
Summerston Clyde 30 Nov-2 Dec; 2 L.Brora H 2 Dec; 
1 Newbie D&G 29 Dec. 

Photo: one of Fair Isle Greenland birds in Fair Isle Bird Observatory 
Report for 1997: p54/55. 


*Arctic Redpoll Carduelis hornemanni 

6 single birds at: Skaw, Unst Shet 5 Oct; Baltasound 
Shet 8-23 Oct; hornemanni Lamba Ness Shet 10 Oct; 
exlipes N.Ronaldsay Ork 15 Oct; Foula Shet 16 Oct; 
1 Rendall Ork 7 Nov. 


Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 

Records almost wholly confined to areas with breeding 
populations in first half of the year when birds dispersed 
through breeding forests. 

Jan to mid-May: High 12+ sites, max 13 Slocht in Jan; 
P&K 5 sites, max 110 Allean Forest in Jan; Forth 4+ 
sites, max 15 Flanders Moss in Jan; Bord noted 22 sites, 
max 12 Gallowberry Hill in Mar; Clyde 11 sites, max 28 
Carron Valley in Jan; Ayr 19 sites, max 15 Afton Res. 
in Mar; D&G "numerous", max 34 Kirrereoch in Jan. 


_ Breeding: widespread within large forests with some 
_ suggestion of success noted Creag Meagaidh H, 
| Scotsburn Wood H, L.Ard Forth, Aberfoyle Forth, 
_ Carron Valley Forth/Clyde, Monynut L, Crosswood L, 
_ Glentress B, Falla Brae B, Lagg Wood, Arran Clyde Is, 
| Burncrooks Clyde, Kilmannan Clyde & Glentrool Ayr. 
_ Young noted Feb-May. 

| Post-breeding dispersal from late Apr. Frst birds noted 
_ away from forestry areas, including 2 Is of May 27 Apr. 
| The summer irruption of birds may well have been a 
| mixture of immigrants from abroad, witnessed by the 
_ simultaneous arrival of birds from early Jun across in 
| the N&W Isles and the N & E. The timing of further 
{ arrivals on the mainland in Aug/Sep may have more to 


do with the failure of the local cone crop, at least in S. 
Scotland. Whatever the origin of the birds, the dispersal 
produced the best Crossbill year inmany areas since the 
big years in 1990/91. (Ed.) 

Arrivals N & W Isles from 6-9 Jun, peaking 20-28 Jun, 
max 87N&W at N tip of Jura Arg, 50 Scalloway Shet, 
45 Kergord Shet, 40 Fair Is , 40 Mainland Ork, 35 Ben 
Langass, N.Uist OH, 24 Aline, Lewis OH, 20 Ruaig, 
Tiree Arg & 15 Fishnish, Mull Arg. Some seen main- 
land same dates: 14 Poolewe H, 40 Brora H, 12 Kincraig 
Hill F, 20 Kippo F & 20 Ardgenevan, L.Fyne Arg. 
Main dispersal in Jun-Oct, from abroad or within Scot- 
land, peaked late Aug/Sep and did not seem to involve 
passage through N.Isles. 87+ Blair Atholl P&K in Jun; 
200 Carron Valley, 64 Rowantree Ayr, 'good numbers' 
Craik Forest B, 40 Enochdhu P&K, 30 Drumguish Hin 
Jul; 70 Aden Park NE, 60 Hirsel B, 30 Brora, 30 
Pitgaveney M&N & 12 Eigg Hin Aug; 125W Elie Ness 
F, 70 White Cow Wood NE, 50 Folly L. B, 47 Hound Pt. 
L, 45 Gask P&K, 40 Winchburgh L, 30 Maryfield 
M&N in Sep; 52 W.Parkfergus Arg, 36 Strathbeg NE, 
28 Dunshalt F in Oct. 

Numerous small parties widespread in lowlands Sep- 
Noy, but few left within forest areas of D&G, Bord & 
Ayr. Fewer records into Nov/Dec, mostly in E, max 
counts: 110 Braco P&K, 58 Dupplin P&K, 35 Cameron 
Res. F, 25 Tweedbank B, 25 Aberdeen NE in Nov; 50 
Morendy Woods F, 33 Dalkeith Park L & 30+ 
St.Andrews F in Dec. 


*Scottish Crossbill Loxia scotica 

High recently fledged young Abernethy Forest late Jun/ 
early Jul & 1 Sep, max there 151 in Jan, 119 in Jun; 30- 
40 L.Garten Jun-Dec, included juvs on 1 Jul; 15, mainly 
juvs Glen Affric 1 Jun; also seen Torralichty Forest (15), 
L.Fleet /Brora area (max 12), Ardgay (10), Clynelish 
Muir (4), Cougie (4), Glen Feshie (3), 2 Glen Cassley & 
singles Pattack. 

M&N 10 Speymouth Forest in Apr, 1 Tom a'Chadalair 
in Sep were the only positively identified as scotica. 
NE norecords given about the local populations that are 
variously atrributed to scotica or pytyopsittacus. 


[Parrot Crossbill] Loxia pytyopsittacus 

Pair at one site in Badenoch & Strathspey H where 
several of the '‘large-billed' birds may be this species. 
Until research is completed, the status of these birds as 
BBRC rarities requires that these records remain 
square-bracketed until the status is resolved. 


*Two-barred Crossbill Loxia leucoptera 


lad m Is of May 8-12 Aug. First record for island. 
See Hamilton, F. (1998). Two-barred Crossbill- Isle of May, Fife, 
8th-12th August 1997. Birding Scotland 1: 44-45 and Isle of May 
Bird Observatory Report 1997: 38-40 for a description. 

Photo: Birding World 10:480 & British Birds 91:493. 
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*Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus 

c.45 in spring, c.54 in autumn. 

First 1m singing Lerwick Shet 6 May. Then singles Fair 
Is, N.Ronaldsay Ork & Girdleness NE 19 May; Is of 
May & Bressay Shet 20 May; further single Foula Shet 
21 May; 2 Fair Is 22 May; 1 Stronsay Ork 24 May. 
Gap until 31 May/2 June when more widespread arrival 
with singles Sullom Shet, Virkie Shet, N.Ronaldsay, 
Stronsay (1-2), Askernish, S.Uist OH, St.Kilda OH, 
Rhives H, Is of May & E. Barleymouth F. Further 
singles Baltasound Shet, Fetlar, N.Ronaldsay (2), Fair 
Is 5-11 Jun; with further singles 13-20 Jun on Fair Is (2). 
1 ad m sang Inverlocharig Forth 22 Jun-14 Jul. 

1 Fair Is 15-17 Jul. 1 Fair Is 12 Aug; 1 Foula 16 Aug; 1 
N.Ronaldsay 19 Aug. Shet 19 Aug-7 Sep when 2-4 
Northdale, Norwick, Foula, Fetlar, Skerries & singles 
Whalsay & Quarff; singles Sumburgh, Ringasta, 
Quendale & Norwick 10-15 Sep. 3 S.Collafirth & 
singles Norwick, Dale, Bressay, Swining & Fetlar 20- 
28 Sep; Fair Is from 12 Aug, 4 daily in Sep, low turn- 
over,maybe only 10 birds Aug-Oct. Ork 11 N.Ronald- 
say, 7 in Sep, singles Stronsay (2), Wideford Burn & 
S.Ronaldsay in Sep. Singles Is of May 19, 22 & 26 Sep. 
In Oct: singles Foula 3 Oct; Fair Is, Bressay, Skerries & 
Catfirth (2) Shet 5-7 Oct; Whalsay 10 Oct; Askernish, 
S.Uist 13 Oct; latest Fetlar 27-28 Oct. 

Photo of Baltasound Shet bird in Shetland Bird Report 1997. 


Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhulla 

Breeding: High 20prs bred Eigg (17), fairly success- 
fully: M&N Sprs Hill of Urchany; NE 6 sites & 15% of 
BBS plots (13%); Fife high numbers Kippo Wood, 63 
caught at CES site; Loth noted 9+ sites, 4prs Roslin, 3- 
Aprs Aberlady; Bord 4prs Hirsel; Arg 4prs bred Taynish 
(3), 2prs L.Gruinart, Islay; Clyde 35prs noted at 25 
sites, 3prs Linn Park (2), lpr Baron’s Haugh (1-2). 
Largest winter flocks (often feeding on heathers seeds): 
AOBraemar NE, 35 Murrayshall P&K, 30 Hospital, 
Cumbraes Clyde Is, 27 Abernethy H, 22 RyenettinH & 
21 Lincluden D&G in Jan; 25 Craigdow L. Ayr in Feb; 
19 Devilla F in Oct; 53 Innerwick P&K & 20 Sheilhill 
Glen Clyde in Nov; 24 Dinnet NE in Dec. Largest 
flocks elsewhere: Loth 16, Forth & Bord 12, 10 Arg. 
N&W Isles Jan-Mar: 6 Shet, 3 Ork & 2 OHeb. 1 Fair Is 
& 2 Ork in May/Jun. Mid-Oct/Nov influx N.Isles: 30 
Shet, 7 Fair Is & c.20 Ork, with P.p.pyrrhula on Fair Is. 


Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes 

Breeding areas: NE seen Banchory through year, max 3 
on 2 Jan; P&K 20 Scone in Feb, just 3 in Mar; Bord 2 
Kelso 17 Aug was the only record. 

Singles Winchburgh L 1 Jan; Gatehouse of Fleet garden 
D&G 19 Apr & 7 May; Bettyhill H29 May; & Covesea 
M&N 28 Oct (3rd for M&N). 

Passage birds N.Isles: 17 in spring. 2 Kergord Shet on 


29 Apr; 1 Fair Is from 8 with 2 on 12-20 May and 3 on | 


16 May; Kirkwall Ork 13/14 May; | Baltasound Shet | 
15 May; 1 St.Margarets Hope Ork 25 May; 1 Fair Is | 
26 May; | Halligarth Shet & 1 FairIs 13 Jun; 1 Whalsay 
Shet 20 Jun; 3 Kergord & 1 Stronsay 24 Jun; 1 Helendale | 
Shet 6 Jul. | 
7 singles: N.Ronaldsay Ork | Sep; Voe Shet 9 oct | 
Gutcher Shet 10 Oct; Kirkwall 24/25 Oct; Fair Is 6 Nov; 
Easthouse Ork 7-9 Nov; & Westerfold Ork 12/13 Nov. 


: 


*Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichus 
1 1st-w m Baltasound Shet 16-23 May. 
Second for Shetland and 5th for Britain. 
See Pennington, M. (1997). The Common /Yellowthroat on 
Shetland. Birding World 10:185-186. 

Photos: Birding Scotland 1: 36 and Shetland Bird Report 1997. 
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Lapland Bunting Calcarius lapponica 
1 over Musselburgh L 1 Jan; 2 Tyninghame L 18 Jan; 
4L.Carnan, S.Uist OH 24 Jan; 1 North Ronaldsay Ork | 
10 Feb; 1 Sanday Ork 9 Mar; 37 Sandhaven NE 16 Mar: 
with 15 to 16 Apr. 1 Fair Is 19 Mar; 1 L.Gruinart, Islay | 
Arg 23 Mar; 2 Fair Is 29 Mar; 1 L. Paible, N.Uist OH f 
7 Apr; 8 Glenshee NE 9 Apr; 2 Aird an Runair, N.Uist | 
OH, | Foula Shet & 1 Is of May17 Apr; 1 Balmedie NE} 
25-27 Apr; 1-4 Fair Is 7-18 May. Late singles} 
N.Ronaldsay 20 May & Is of May 29 May. 
Breeding: 1m in breeding plumage suitable habitat at; 
undisclosed site H 30 Jun. 
1-4 Fair Is 30 Aug-27 Oct with 7 on 17 Sep, 5 on 21-24} 
Sep & 6 on 19 Oct. 3 Foula Shet 7 Sep, 12 on 19 Sep &| 
1-5 on 24 Sep-9 Oct; 1 Grutness Shet 14 Sep; 2} 
N.Ronaldsay & 1 The Reef, Tiree Arg 17 Sep; 1} 
N.Ronaldsay 20 & 21 Sep; 1 Skerries Shet 26 Sep; 4! 
Lunna Shet & 2 Fife Ness F 28 Sep; 1 Aberlady 6 Oct; 
2 Fetlar Shet 8 Oct & 1 on 10 Oct; 1 Lamba Ness Shet| 
11 Oct; 1 Musselburgh 12 Nov-31 Dec; 1N. Ronaldsay| 
14 & 28 Oct & 3 Nov; 1 Sumburgh Head Shet & 1| 
Johnshaven NE 15 Nov; 1 Whalsay Shet 17 Oct; 2 Pair) 
Is 7 Nov, 1 to 10 Nov; 2 Aberlady 21 Dec. 


Lnpland Bunting x 
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Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis 

Max flocks (>50): 250 Ardivachar, S.Uist OH, 230 
Rhynie NE, 180 Cleat, St.Ola Ork, 150 Moss, Ork, 125 
Balranald, N.Uist OH, 80 Balmedie NE, 65 Chanonry 
Pt. H, 60 Sumburgh Head Shet, 55 Lossiemouth M&N, 
54 Rosemarkie H in Jan; 120 Marwick Ork, 120 Glas 
Maol NE, 55 Nairn/Culbin Bars M&N in Feb. There 
were 5 other flocks on Ork of 60-90 birds. 

Max flocks elsewhere: Fair Is 44, P&K_ 2, Fife 2, Forth 
5, Loth 7, Bord 7, Arg 50, Clyde 15, Ayr10 & D&G5S. 
Apart from 50 Kilchoman on Islay Arg in Jan, the very 
low numbers S of the Highlands in recent years is 
maintained. 

Last Fife 16 Mar; Loth & Bord 7-9 Apr; Arg 11 May; 
Clyde, Shet & Ork 20-24 May; Fair Is & OHeb 27-28 
May. With 63 Fair Is, 60 Baltasound Shet & 35 St.Kilda 
OH 13-23 Mar & 56 on N.Ronaldsay Ork in early Apr, 
the spring passage was better in the N& W Isles, max 25 
Foula Shet on 20 Apr with 1-6 birds into late May. 
Breeding: High min15mm (11) inthe Cairngorms study 
area, single mm seen Creag Meagaidh,, Quinag & Ben 
Nevis with pr Arkle; NE bred but no details published; 
P&K 3 with possible juv on eastern summit 23 Aug. 
First returnees: | N.Ronaldsay 10 Sep; Fair Is and Shet 
11 Sep; NE & OHeb 13-15 Sep; High, M&N, Arg & 
Bord 16-19 Sep; Is of May and D&G 23-29 Sep; Loth 
& Clyde 22-24 Oct; Ayr 7 Nov. 

Good passage N.Isles: 140 Fetlar Shet 21 Sep; 150 
Skerries Shet 23 Sep; 130 N.Ronaldsay 26 Sep; 350 Fair 
Is 31 Oct; 150 Eswick Shet 6 Nov; 332 N.Ronaldsay & 
250 Fair Is 7 Nov; 100 Creag Meagaidh 11 Nov; 130 
Fleck Shet 13 Nov; 450 Deerness Ork, 300 Widewall 
& 80 Strathbeg NE 21-22 Nov; 200 Stronsay Ork,100 
Lossiemouth & 68 Ardivachar in Nov. Many had moved 
on N.Isles by early Dec. 

In S, a few good counts: 52 West Parkfergus, Islay Arg 
& 40 Cnach Tairbeirt Clyde in Oct; 60 Valleyfield F in 
Novy; 130 Longformacus B, 50 Torness L & 50 Ramsgill 
Head B in Dec. Elsewhere - max P&K 1, Forth 2, Clyde 
Is 1, Ayr 5 & D&G 4. 


Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 

Big flocks: 140 Knock of Nydie F, 140 Leuchards F & 
100 Newcraighall L in Jan & 100+ L.Fitty Fin Mar were 
the only flocks >100 birds. 

Flocks of 40-99 reported from M&N (3), NE, Fife (3), 
Forth, Loth (4), Bord (2) & Clyde (2). 

A few Mar/May singles N_Isles: 4 Shet, 1 Fair Is, 2 Ork. 
Breeding: High in Sutherland, m sang R.Brora, 
Achmelvich & Invershin, none bred at Tulloch for Ist 
time; NE fewer Strathbeg; P&K 7prs R.Allan at Kinbuck, 
llprs VaneFarm (9); Fife 10prs Eden Est.; declines 
noted, ‘seriously depleted’ in one area; Forth | Oprs/km: 
Doune (19), scarce in some highland glens; Loth 9prs 
Hadfast valley (10); Bord 7prs St Abbs (6), 11mm 


Causewaybank; Clyde 7prs Merryton (9); Ayr 12- 
14prs Heads of Ayr, 11prs Knockbentier (15). 
Fledged young from 5 May D&G. 

Passage: 5 Shet & 4 Fair Is, max 3 Foula Shet 8-11 Nov 
when | Is of May. 

Autumn/winter flocks: 77 Ellon NE7 Nov & 100 Cruden 
Bay NE 21 Nov were the only counts >100 birds: flocks 
of 40-99 noted M&N, NE, Fife (3), Forth, Bord (3) & 
Clyde. Trend for smaller flocks noted P&K. 


Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana 

4 in spring, 9 in autumn 

Singles Quarff Shet 10 May; Foula Shet 27 May; 
Sumburgh Head Shet 6 Jun; Grutness Shet 7 Jun. 
Singles Musselburgh L 26 Aug; Fair Is 28 Aug-1 Sep; 
N.Ronaldsay Ork 28 Aug - 2 Sep; Sumburgh 29 Aug; 
Fetlar Shet 1-2 Sep; Tarbetness H 8 Sep; Skaw, Unst 
Shet 11 Sep; St.Abbs B 15 Oct; Fetlar 30 Oct. 


* Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica 

5 in spring, I in autumn, all but one on N. Isles. 
Singles: f Fair Is 19 May; f Fetlar Shet & f St.Abbs B 
21 May; f Fair Is 24-27 May; & mN.Ronaldsay Ork 
10 Jun. 

1 Fair Is 8 Oct was the only autumn record. 


*Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla 

None in spring & only 5 in autumn. 

1 Fair Is 1 Sep; 1 N.Ronaldsay Ork 28 Sep; 1 Fair Is 
30 Sep-4 Oct; 1 Fetlar Shet 5-7 Oct; 1 Cruden Bay NE 
8-11 Nov. 


Yellow-breasted Bunting Emberiza aureola 

1 spring & 4 autumn records. 

All f/Ist-w: 1 Fetlar Shet 22 Aug; 1 Foula Shet 1 Sep, 
possibly same there 6 Sep; 1 Skerries Shet 2 Sep; | Fair 
Is 20-23 Sep, another there 28 Sep. 


1 Fife Ness F 18 Oct. 
Photos: Skerries bird in Birding World 10:331. One of Fair Isle birds 
in Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report 1997: p 54/55 


Yellow-breasted Bunting 
Stuart Rivers 
Fife Bird Report 
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* Black headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala 
1m Ham, Bressay Shet 14-24 Jun and 1f Fetlar Shet 21- 
26 Jun. 


Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 

Jan-Mar flocks: 80 Portnahaven, Islay Arg, 70 Tay 
reedbeds P&K, 60+ Valley-field F, 50+ Dipple Burn 
Ayr, 45 Rosslynlee Res. L & 42 R.Almond Pools L, all 
in Jan. Largest parties elsewhere: Ork 2, High 3, NE 15, 
Forth 7, Bord 8, Clyde 15 & D&G 12. 

Poor passage late Mar-early May: max 12 N.Ronaldsay 
Ork in Mar; 7 Fetlar Shet in Apr; 15 Fair Is 10 and 13 
May; | Is of May 2-12 May; | St.Kilda OH 21 May. 
Breeding: Ork L.of Banks/The Loons 10+ prs, 20+prs 
Birsay Moors (23); High 50prs Insh Marshes (50), I pr 
Canna; M&N 18prs L.Spynie, 8prs Spynie Canal, 8prs 
Cloddach, found in 11% of 45-1km squares on Moray 
moors; NE 30prs L.of Strathbeg; P&K 16prs Carsebeck, 
10prs Vane Farm (8), 7prs R.Allan at Kinbuck Br., 21 
other mm noted at 18 sites; Fife 79 prs at 26 sites with 
19prs Eden Est. (12+), 7prs Cameron Res. (7), 7prs 
Valleyfield, reduction of 27% in ads at St.Margaret's 
Marsh CES with 12% drop in production; Loth 45prs 
Aberlady (46); Bord 59mm at 40 sites, 7mm Linton 
Bog; Arg 8prs Colonsay (15), 65prs L.Gruinart, Islay, 
5prs Sanda Is.; Clyde 178mm at 67 sites, 1 1prs Merryton 
(11), 2prs Baron’s Haugh (4), 7prs Newton Farm, 8prs 
Orchard Farm P.; Ayr 48mm at 19 sites, 4prs 
Knockbentier (6). 

Good numbers Easter Inch Moss L where 138 ringed 
throughout year. 

Poor autumn passage N.Isles, few Sep: max 15 Fetlar 
Shet, 7 Fair Is 10-20 Oct. Better Ork: 21 N.Ronaldsay, 
20 L.of Banks & 15 Viewforth in Sep, 13 N.Ronaldsay 
in Oct. Big attraction Ork was a5 acre field of ' wild bird 
mix' at Dale, Swanney that attracted 65-100 birds in 
Nov/Dec. 


Scottish Bird Report 1997 


Large Sep/Dec flocks once again only in W: 22 Endrick 
Mouth Clyde in Sep; 30 Dullatur Clyde in Nov; 66 
Fannyside L. Clyde, 24 Machair Robach, N.Uist OH & 
20 Kilopheder, S.Uist OH in Dec. 

Elsewhere max flock: High 3, NE 12, Fife 8, Forth 12, 
Bord 14, Arg 4 & D&G 12. 


Corn Bunting Milaria calandra 

Breeding: Ork none in breeding season, singles Stronsay 
& Dale Oct-Dec were only reports; OHeb 17mm Orosay 
to Smercalte, S.Uist; High none found during detailed 
survey of Easter Ross in Jun/Jul, otherwise 7 N.Cadboll 
(R&C) in Feb, 4 Gollanfield (Inv) in Mar; M&N local 
survey revealed 40mm in 7 areas, comparison with 1987 
survey at Forres/Alves showed drop from 14mm to 1m, 


also 6-7 other mm noted at 4 other sites; NE good | 


numbers still present Buchan plain but only noted other- 
wise at Inverurie with usual 2prs missing at Longside: | 
Fife 75mm (max 83 birds), mostly in E. Fife (90), but | 
declines noted Dunshalt, Wormit, Leuchards & | 
Kingsbarns, failed to breed Eden Est. for first time since _ 
1991- roadside verge cutting at fledging may be a serious 
problem; Loth 3 Illieston Farm , Broxburn & Im | 
Athelstaneford in May; Bord 3mm noted Burnmouth- | 
Lamberton area; Arg at least 1 still on Tiree, noted 
Ruaig, Balephuil & Balemartine Jun-Nov ; Ayr 1m still 
at Sandyford; D&G singles noted 5 sites in summer. 

No records Forth & Clyde. 
Winter flocks: 110 Sandhaven NE, 62 Aberchirdar NE, 

51 Hythie NE, 50+ Bornishm S.Uist OH, 35-40 Tigharry } 
& Balranald, N.Uist OH, 36 Guardbridge F, 28 Knave | 
NE, 28 Greenmyre F & 21 Buckie M&N during Jan- | 
Mar; 50+ Bornishm S.Uist OH, 35 Machair Robach, | 
N.Uist OH, 32 Anstruther F & 11 Ruthwell D&G in } 
Oct-Dec. 
Withno records Shet, Forth & Clyde, just2 records Ork, 
~. Loth & Bord, a single area Arg and | 
further declines noted M&N, NE & | 
Fife, the ebbing away of Scotland's | 
Corn Bunting population continues. | 
See Shewan, R. (1998) Corn Bunting Census | 
1997, Moray & Nairn Bird Report 1997,91-94. 
Donald, P.F. (1998) Corn Buntings of the Outer | 


Hebrides, Outer Hebrides Bird Report 1997, | 
112-117. y 
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Escapes and Introductions 1997 


Observers are asked to submit all records. Escapes amongst birds that occur in the wild are included in the main species accounts. 


Chilean Flamingo Phoenicopterus chiliensis 

1 Aberlady L 28-29 May; | Guardbridge F 22 Jun. Ad 
Mochrum L. Ayr 16-17 Jul; R.Nith at Kingholm Quay D&G 
10 Aug. 

Bird not specifically identified (possibly Nith bird above) 
was at Corswall Pt. D&G 21 Jul. 


Black Swan Cygnus atratus 

1 L.Ken D&G Jan-Feb; 1 Endrick Mouth Clyde 6 Jan-6 May 
& 27-29 Sep; 1 Echnaloch, Burray & L.of Ayre Ork Feb- 
Mar, then L.of Harray Apr-Dec. 1 R. Tweed at Springhall B on 
6 Apr. Pr Glenkiln Res. D&G late May & 13 Dec. 

1 Broadwood L. Clyde in Jul, 21 Oct, 7 Nov & 22 Dec. 

1 Skyreburn D&G 22 Sep, later L.Ken 11 Oct & Threave 
D&G Oct-Dec. 2 Gartmorn Forth 27 Oct-7 Dec. 1 Lochend 
L. Clyde 28 Dec. 


Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus 
1 Randolph, Kirkcaldy F 7 Apr, intermittently to mid-Oct, 
found dead Eden Est. 28 Oct. 1 Colaboll, L.Shin H 11 Apr. 


Snow Goose Anser caerulescens 

Ad L. Lomond Clyde at Duck Bay 4 Mar & Endrick Mouth 
17 Aug. Ad white-phase Lesser at Balkenna Ayr 11-18 Sep. 
2 hybrids (with Canada) Cuil Bay H 26 Feb & 28 Oct. 


Ross's Goose Anser rossii 

Bird from '96 Caerlaverock D&G to 19 Apr was seen trying 
to mate with female Barnacle Goose. 

1 Musselburgh L 28 May, a bird reported as a Snow Goose at 
Gladhouse L 10 Jun may have been the same bird. |st-w 
Irvine Ayr 23 Aug-end Dec. 


Emporor Goose Anser canagicus 
Ad Fairlie Ayr 1 Jan-19 Mar. 


Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 

Ad f Bridgend Merse, Islay Arg 4 May. 

2ad Doonfoot Ayr 25 May; 2ad Tyninghame L 22-23 Jun 
seen Aberlady Bay L 23-26 Jun; 2ad Eden Est. F 28-29 Jun; 
2 L.a'Phuill Tiree Arg 6-7 Jul. Travelling pair ? 


Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata 
2 Water Sound, Burray Ork 20-21 Jui. 10 white birds Baron's 
Haugh Clyde 3 Oct. 1 Hogganfield L. Clyde all year. 


Wood Duck Aix sponsa 
lf R.Carron, Larbert Forth 11 Mar. 


Chiloe Wigeon Anas sibilatrix 
1m Baron's Haugh Clyde 24 May with 2m there 6 Jul-24 Aug, 
2 again 7 & 14 Sep, with 1 on 26 Oct & 1 Nov. 


Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis 

1 escaped Shapinsay Ork 28 Apr but was recaptured there on 
7 Jul. 1 Clochan M&N 13 Aug (recalls nearby record from 
1994 -same bird ?) 


Harris' Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus 
| Prestwick Ayr 12 Aug. 


Saker Falco cherrug 
1 Folly L. B 14 Sep. 
1 Fetlar Shet 16 Dec, relocated Unst Shet 1988. 


Gyr Falcon Falco rusticolus 
1 Sanday Ork in early August bore jesses 
Photo: Birding World 10:320. 


Black Francolin Francolinus francolinus 
2 Big Wood & Luckshaw Moss, nr. Comrie F 10 Aug. 


Cockatiel Nymphicus hollandicus 
1 Hamilton Low Parks Clyde 8 Jul. 1 Musselburgh L 19 Jul, 
another there 17 Aug; 1 Skateraw L 26 Sep. 


Parakeet sp 
1 Spittal of Glenshee P&K 5 Aug. 


Budgerigar Melopsittacus undulatus 
1 Skateraw L 26 Sep. 


Eagle Owl Bubo Bubo 

1 escaped Girdle Toll Ayr 25 Feb was recaptured 28 Feb. 

1 calling L.Ruthven H in early spring. 1 Fairy Glen H during 
Mar/Apr. 1 seen regularly Arduaine Arg noted 18 Jun and still 
present. 1 calling Avoch H 8 Oct. 


Red-headed Bunting Emberiza bruniceps 

Im Fair Is 19 Jul-19 Aug showed no obvious signs of 
captivity and arrived 2 days after a Black-headed Bunting, 
accepted as being a genuine vagrant, appeared on the island. 
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Red-backed Shrike breeding in Caithness in 1997 


While driving through an area of low moorland and 
Gorse Ulex europaeus scrub at an undisclosed locatality 
in Caithness on 15th June 1997 an unusual bird was seen 
flying by the roadside. 


Further observations proved it to be a male Red-backed 
Shrike. The bird was seen on several occasions to fly 
from its perch on telephone wires to catch moths and 
other insects. After approximately 20 minutes observa- 
tion of this bird it was joined by a female which it fed, 
after which she flew to an nearby area of scrub. This 
happened repeatedly over the next hour, the female 
flying to roughly the same location each time. The birds 
had not started nesting at this time but were obviously 
preparing to do so. 


Over the next few days contact was made with the RSPB 
in Inverness and a Schedule One licence obtained from 
Scottish Natural Heritage. 


By 24th June the male was still present and seen hawking 
insects from its telephone wire perch. On catching a 
moth or butterfly the male would head straight to athe 
same patch of Gorse, entering by a different route each 
time. He would then emerge without the food and sit for 
a few moments on a dead Gorse branch before flying 
back to the perch on the wires to resume hunting. 


It was obvious that there was a nest in the bushes quite 
close to this dead branch. A quick search soon located the 
nest about 30cm below the canopy a a thick Gorse bush. 
The nest was not unlike a Linnet Carduelis cannabina 
nest with a deep cup of approximately 5cm. It contained 
five eggs which appeared to be very fresh. There was no 
sign of the female nearby and no alarm calls were heard. 
On quickly leaving the area and observing from 200m , 
the female was seen to go to the nest after five minutes. 
The male arrived with food within ten minutes. 


On 9th July the nest held five approximately one day old 
young. After informing Colin Crooke of the RSPB 
Inverness Office, arrangements were made to ring the 
young the following week, Colin Crooke and Brian 
Etheridge arrived and four pulli were ringed on 14 July. 
The female returned immediately after the ringers had | 
departed. The nest was found empty with signs of a | 
successful fledging on 23rd July with no birds in the | 
immedaite vicinity, although the male was later found | 
1.5 miles away. A further check on 30th July found the 
site totally deserted. 


Rod Foster 
Far North Bird Group 
1 Brims Cottage, Forss, Thurso, Caithness. 


Red-bakced Shrikes 
Stuart Rivers 


R.D.Murray [Ed] $1 
Spring Red-backed Shrikes in Scotland 1968-97 
with breeding records 
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As in the past, an attempt at breeding by a scarce migrant 
has occurred after a spring when substantial numbers of 
migrants passed through the country. In 1997, at least 
141 Red-backed Shrikes were reported on migration 
through Scotland between May & July. The graph below 
shows the numbers of spring Red-backed Shrikes noted 
in Scotland since 1968 and the instances of birds nesting 
and the years when birds have been seen in suitable 
habitats. 


There is no doubt that there is some relationship between 
high numbers in spring and breeding in the summer of 
that year. This certainly occurred in 1977, 1988 & 1997. 
The repeated instances of breeding in the years after 
1977 might be regarded as a consequence of that bumper 


year with either successful pairs returning to successful 
sites and/or the juveniles of these breeding cases return- 
ing to the general natal areas. 

However the breeding record in 1994, and perhaps 
1982, certainly do not fit the pattern. 


Other species whose Scandinavian populations occa- 
sionally overshoot across the North Sea in spring some- 
times fit the pattern of bumper spring passage and 
subsequent breeding, some regularly, e.g. Red-backed 
Shrike & Wryneck, and some more rarely, e.g. Pallid 
Harrier (1 case), Bluethroat (2-3), Marsh Warbler (2), 
Icterine Warbler (1) and Common Rosefinch (1). 
(Editor) 


Swifts 
Brent Hurley 
| Borders Bird Report 
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Sabine's Gull in Scotland: a short review. 


by R. D.Murray 


1997 saw 61 Sabine's Gulls recorded in Scotland, a record number that easily outstripped the previous best 
of 45 birds in 1989. This is a short review of its occurrence in Scotland. 


150 
120 
90 
Figure 1. 
Records of Sabine's Gull in 60 
Scotland by month 1968-97 a 
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Records of Sabine's Gull in Scotland (Figure 1) 
show a distinct autumnal peak, 87% of the records 
falling in the August to October period. Unlike 
many passage migrants there is just a single peak in 
the year. Sabine's Gulls that pass through British 
waters appear to mostly originate from breeding 
populations in Greenland and north-east Canada. 
After breeding the birds leave the Davis Strait area, 
skirting southern Greenland and heading across the 
Atlantic towards the Bay of Biscay, a proportion of 
the birds moving through the waters just to the west 
of the British Isles. They then move south, hugging 
the coastline of Iberia and Africa to winter in the 
Benguela Current whose waters wash the shores of 
South Africa, Namibia and Angola. On the return 
passage the birds appear to strike back across the 
Atlantic from a more southerly position, perhaps 
off northern Africa and southern Iberia, thus totally 
by-passing British waters. This accounts for the 
almost total absence of a spring peak in Figure 1. 


The long temporal spread of the passage period, 
across three months, has a number of causes. One 
will be the variation in the westerly winds and 
depressions that bring the gulls into British waters. 
A principal cause however may be the year-to-year 
differences in the Arctic summer. In years when 
conditions are hostile and both the lakes and the seas 
are frozen for longer than usual, birds will either fail 
to breed or be unsuccessful and so tend to leave 
earlier inthe autumn. In good years when breeding 
has been successful, not only will the adults remain 
in the breeding areas longer, but the presence of 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


juveniles will prolong the season, the adults nor- | 
mally leaving well in advance of the young. | 


Figure 2 shows the details of the peak period of | 
Sabine's Gull passage, note the rapid increase in | 
numbers in late August and early September, as | 
birds start to arrive from Greenland. There isaclear | 
peak in mid-September. Numbers fall away more — 
gradually into October, the passage being prolonged | 
by the later departure of young birds who leave the | 
breeding grounds later and mostly independently of | 


the adults. 
Figure 2 
Sabine's Gull during the August to October passage 
peak 1968-97 
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August October 
The anomalous peak seen during the last ten days in | 
October in Figure 2, in an otherwise normal distri- | 
bution, was mostly due to a passage of juveniles | 
passing the Outer Hebrides in 1989 when some 28 
juveniles were seen from Rhuba Ardvule, Ardivachar | 
Point & Grogarry on 23rd-24th October in just a few } 
hours sea-watching. If 28 birds were removed from) 
the number recorded in that 10-day period, the) 
distribution curve would lose the anomalous shape. 


September 
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~ Immatures 
Juveniles 


Figure 3 


There is a clear change-over during the autumn 
period between the various age categories of Sabine's 
Gull passing Scotland. Using the 74% of records 
where the age has been specified, August is mostly 
dominated by adults and immature birds that were 
hatched the previous summer. As September passes 
through into October the proportions gradually 
change until juveniles, hatched that summer, domi- 
nate (Figure 3.) 


Juveniles are the dominant age seen, forming 59% 
_ of all aged records. As British waters are to the east 
of the normal passage route it is only to be expected 
that experienced adults (29%) and immatures (12%) 
travel to the wintering areas off Africa by a more 
direct route than inexperienced juveniles. 


Since the Scottish Bird Report started in 1968, just 
over 300 Sabine's Gull have been reported in Scot- 
land. Figure 1 shows the considerable increase in 
the incidence of Sabine's Gulls over the three dec- 
ades, rising from a mean of 2.4 birds per annum in 
the decade 1968-1977, to 7.0 birds/annum between 
1978-1987, to 21.1/annum between 1988-1997. 
Even if the two bumper years of 1989 and 1997 are 
put aside, the eight remaining years of the third 
decade would still double the rate of occurrence 
(14.0/annum) of the previous decade. 


September 
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October 


Changes in the proportions of aged Sabine's Gulls from August to October 1968-97 


The previous bumper year for Scotland, in 1989, 
was mostly due to the storm-driven movement of 
the 28 juveniles referred to earlier, seen off the 
Outer Hebrides in late October. If that single move- 
ment was ignored, 1989 would have been a good, 
but not atypical year. 


There can be little doubt that some part of this 
general increase can be ascribed to better optical 
equipment, modern telescopes and binoculars far 
outshining those that were available in the past. 
Similarly seawatching, as a discrete form of bird- 
watching, is undoubtedly more popular than was 
hitherto the case. Finally expectation must play a 
part, birders actively expecting to find Sabine's Gull 
at the right time of year during suitable meterological 
conditions. 


Whether there has been a genuine change in the 
occurrence of Sabine's Gull passing through Scot- 
tish waters is debatable. Some might see climatic 
change as having some significance in the differ- 
ences. Any rise in sea-water temperatures both 
during the passage period, and indeed generally 
throughout the year, might possibly lead to more 
birds entering our sector of the Atlantic Ocean, 
especially as some appear to winter off Iberia and 
north Africa. 


Figure 4 
The annual 
occurrence 

of Sabine's Gull 
in Scotland 

1968-97 


84 


Scottish Bird Report 1997 


Changes in the incidence and strength of westerly 
winds and any increase in the numbers and strength 
of depressions moving across the mid-latitude At- 
lantic sector during the passage period might more 
frequently drive this highly pelagic bird into our 
waters. 


It is entirely possible that a combination of all of the 
above factors may play a part in the clear increase in 
Sabine's Gulls seen in recent years. 


It is well known however that storms can drive 
significant numbers of Sabine's Gulls into British 


Figure 5. 
Records of Sabine's Gull in 
Scotland by recording area, 1968-97 


waters. Such arrivals have occurred previously in 
1967, 1978, 1980 & 1983 (Dymond et al. 1989). 


Such an event occurred in late September 1978 
when a deep depression and its associated very 
strong northwesterlies drove considerablenumbers 
of Sabine's Gulls, as well as a large wreck of Leach's 
Petrels, into western Britain (Madge & Allsopp, 
1978), especially the Irish Sea. Very similar condi- | 
tions, this time with westerlies, also prevailed in 

mid-September 1980 (Allsopp & Hume 1980) driv- 
ing Sabine's Gulls into Cornwall. Again in early 
September 1983 a very deep low passing through 
the Western Approaches drove large 
numbers into Cornwall again with at | 
least 100 adults at St.Ives alone | 
(Allsopp & Hume 1983). 


Perhaps the bestdocumented Sabine's | 
Gull event was in the aftermath ofthe. | 


Hume & Christie (1989) found | 


across England & Wales. They sug- | 
gest that the storm which blew up | 
rapidly from the Bay of Biscay area 
may have intercepted large numbers | 
of passing Sabine's Gulls and depos- | 
ited them in southern & central Eng- | 
land. This wreck also brought in | 
large numbers of Grey Phalaropes. 


The map of Sabine's Gull records in | 
Scotland (Figure 5) shows a definite | 
bias towards the Atlantic coast with | 
the Outer Hebrides (69 birds), Ayr- 
shire (36), Argyll (31), Highland and 
Dumfries & Galloway (24), having 
the lion's share of birds recorded in 
the 30-year interval between 1968- 
97. 


With the main movement heading 
towards the Western Approaches, 
off southern Ireland and the west 
end of the English Channel, these 
western coasts would be most likely 
areas to intercept these birds in an} 
average year. It seems clear how- 
ever that, judging by the numbers 
seen in Orkney (28) and Lothian 


‘hurricane’ in mid-October 1987. |) 


records involving wellover250birds }}' 
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(25), as well as the smaller numbers elsewhere on 
the east coast, that birds do get into the North Sea. 
A small-scale passage along the Dutch coast and 
through the Straits of Dover is well known (Dymond 
et al. 1989). Shetland with 11 birds, gets many 
fewer records than might be expected. Presumably 
Shetland is mostly bypassed, birds slipping into the 
North Sea via the Pentland Firth and Orkney waters. 


Birds also occur inland from time to time, notably 
when storm-driven, e.g. September birds at Melrose, 
Borders in 1980 & Fannyside Loch, Clyde in 1987. 
However the records from the inner Clyde and inner 
Forth suggest that a few may move cross Scotland, 
perhaps in the company of other seabirds that pass 
between the Forth and Clyde in small numbers on a 
more-or-less annual basis. 


Autumn 1997 

Autumn 1997 witnessed a record movement of 
Sabine's Gulls across Europe (Millington, 1997). 
~ While small numbers of birds were seen from early 
August, the initial movement took place off Ireland 
at the end of August and in early September when 
a deep depression passed over Britain after a month 


Fig. 6a Scottish records of Sabine's Gull 
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of settled anticyclonic conditions. 


The largest passage was seen off western Ireland 
with 118 & 109 at Bridges of Ross, County Clare on 
28th & 29th and a phenomenal 347 off Brandon 
Head, County Kerry on 29th. The largest British 
numbers were off Cornwall and Scilly with 37 seen 
on 28th/29th at Pendeen in Cornwall. 


Table 1 
Sabine's Gulls reported to Birdline 
August-October 1997 


Britain Ireland Total 
August Og, 623 700 
September 230 246 476 
October 48 12 60 
Total 355 881 1236 


Source: Birding World 10: 285, 330 & 372 


As Table 1 demonstrates, the bulk of the birds seen 
in Britain followed on from that initial movement, 
as a Series of depressions into mid-September scat- 
tering the birds further east across the British Isles 
and elsewhere into Europe, Birding World report- 
ing over 100 birds in Sweden, 47 in Norway and the 
first record for Austria in the following weeks. 


Fig. 6b Scottish records of Sabine's Gull g 
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In Scotland there were two early birds at Musselburgh 
and Chanonry Point in August, well before the main 
wave which occurred between 8th-20th September. 
There was a definite movement involving between 
40-50 birds. Due to the lack of reports from the 
Caithness and Angus & Dundee recording areas, it 
is likely that the actual total of records will be a little 
larger. Itis known that Birdline received a report of 
nine birds in Dunnet Bay on 9th September which 
while it is not included in the SBR totals dealt with 
earlier, will be used in the subsequent analysis. 


The initial wave occurred on 8th-11th September 
(Figure 6a) with groups of 2-9 birds being reported 
from sites off the north coast and in the Moray Firth. 
This implies an arrival from the Atlantic around the 
north of Scotland. Note that the birds arrived in 
sometimes large groups, or at least as a succession 
of records past seawatching sites. All subsequent 
records involve parties of just 1-3 birds, suggesting 
that the birds dispersed into smaller more wide- 
spread parties after being driven through the Pentland 
Firth. Considering how few seawatchers there are in 
that area, the true numbers of birds must have been 
considerably greater. 


Fig. 6c Scottish records of Sabine's Gull 
October 1997 
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Figure 6b shows this dispersal outwards from the 
Moray Firth down the east coast of Scotland and 
into the northern isles. While birds passing south for | 
winter might be expected to carry on southwards, 
giving the pattern of occurrence along the north- 
east coast and into theFirth of Forth, the records fom | 
the northern isles may be part of the initial influx or | 
could equally be interpreted as birds attempting to 
pass westewards between Orkney and Shetland.The 
direction of the six birds that passed North Ronaldsay 
on 17th-18th September was not given in the local | 
bird report. 


The two birds seen at Hound Point and the single off 
Kinghorn in the inner Forth once again raise the | 
question of trans-Scotland movements by seabirds | 
between the Forth and Clyde. Were these birds | 
searching for suitable routes west, possibly like the | | 
bird at Longman, near Inverness, earlier. | 
The cluster of records in the Firth of Clyde and off. | 
Corsewall Point are also of interest. Are these birds | | 
that have moved south along the west coast of | } 
Scotland, or birds pushed into the Irish Sea from the |} 
Western Approaches attempting to return to the 
Atlantic via the North Channel ? While the Minch 
record shows some movement down the west coast, | 
the total lack of reports from the well-manned| 
seawatching points in Argyll at Machrihanish on 
the tip of Kintyre and Frenchmen's Rocks on Islay,} 
points to the latter explanation. | 
I 
Figure 6c shows the residual records from October.| 
Other than the cluster of records from North| 
Ronaldsay, perhaps again involving birds moving| 
back towards the Atlantic, the pattern resembles) 
that of a'normal' year witha scatter of Sabine's Gulls} ii 
being present, but only being picked up at well-+ 
watched sites, such as Fife Ness, Hound Point,| 
St.Abbs Head, Turnberry and Strathy Point. I 


if 
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LOCAL BIRD REPORT AREAS, SOC RECORDERS and LOCAL BIRD REPORTS 


The areas listed below in bold capitals are the areas referred to throughout the systematic list. The number assigned to each 
recording area is in reference to this map. The fullest details for most areas are available in the Local Bird Report, listed below. 


y FAIR ISLE The Warden Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report 
Bird Observatory, Fair Isle, Fair Isle 
Shetland ZE2 9JU Shetland ZE2 9JU 
3 ORKNEY Tim Dean Orkney Bird Report 
Orkney Islands Echnaview, Burray, Jim Williams, Fairholm 
| Orkney KW17 2SX Finstown, Orkney, KW17 2EQ. 
: 
ie, 4 OUTER HEBRIDES Brian Rabbitts Outer Hebrides (Western Isles) 
Western Isles 6 Carinish, Lochmaddy Bird Report 
| North Uist, HS6 SHL (from Recorder) 
5 CAITHNESS Peter Miller Caithness Bird Report 
) former Caithness District 10 Harrold Cottages Julian Smith 
of Highland Reiss, Wick, Caithness KW1 4RU St.John, Broch, Dunnet, Caithness 
6 HIGHLAND 
excluding former Districts of Colin Crooke Highland Bird Report 
/ Caithness and Nairn 6 George Street (from Recorder) 
Avoch, Rosshire IV9 8PU 
| # MORAY & NAIRN Martin Cook Moray & Nairn Bird Report 
. Moray and Nairn Rowanbrae, Clochan (from Recorder) 
Buckie, Banffshire AB56 5EQ 
| 8 NORTH-EAST SCOTLAND Andy Thorpe & Andy Webb North-east Scotland Bird Report 
i}: Aberdeenshire and 30 Monearn Gardens Dave Gill 
City of Aberdeen Milltimber, Aberdeen Drakemyre Croft, Cairnorrie, 
Grampian AB1 OEA Methlick, Aberdeenshire AB41 OJN 
9 ANGUS & DUNDEE Mike Nicoll Angus & Dundee Bird Report 
Angus and City of Dundee Natural History Museum (from Recorder) 
Barrack Street, Dundee DD1 1PG 
10 PERTH & KINROSS Ron Youngman 
Perth & Kinross Atholl Bank, East Moulin Road, 
Pitlochry, Perthshire, PH16 SHY 
11 FIFE Douglas Dickson Fife Bird Report 
Mainland, Inchkeith, Inchcolm 2 Burrelton Court, Glenrothes (from Recorder) 
and small islands, but Fife KY7 4UN 
excluding the Isle of May 
, 2 ISLE OF MAY Ian Darling Isle of May Bird Observatory Report 
579 Lanark Road West (from Recorder) 
Edinburgh EH14 7BL 
13 FORTH Dr.Cliff Henty in Forth Naturalist & Historian 
Clackmannanshire, Falkirk, 7B Coneyhill Road, L. Corbett, University Library 
and Stirling (excluding Bridge of Allan University of Stirling, 
Clyde basin) Stirlingshire FK9 4EL Stirling FK9 4LA 


Map Recording Area Local Recorder Local Bird Report 
1 SHETLAND Kevin Osborn Shetland Bird Report 
Shetland Islands, 20 Nederdale, Lerwick Ian Sandison 


except Fair Isle 


Shetland ZE1 OSA 


9 Burnside, Lerwick 
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Map _ Recording Area Local Recorder Local Bird Report 
14 ARGYLL Paul Daw Argyll Bird Report 
Argyll & Bute -except Tigh-na-Tulloch, Tullochgorm Bill Staley, 16 Glengilp 
Isle of Bute and former Minard, Argyll PA32 8YQ Ardishaig, Argyll PA31 8LB 
W.Dunbartonshire 
15 CLYDE ISLANDS Bernard Zonfrillo Clyde Islands Bird Report 
Arran, the Cumbraes 28 Brodie Road, in Clyde Birds 
and Bute Glasgow G21 3SB (see below) 
16 CLYDE S.Lanarkshire, Inverclyde Jain Gibson Clyde Birds 
N.Lanarkshire, City of Glasgow 8 Kenmure View, Howwood (from Recorder) 
E.Renfrewshire, Renfrewshire Johnstone, Renfrewshire 
E.Dunbartonshire, W.Dunbartonshire PA9 IDR 
Argyll & Bute (former Dunbartonshire 
area), Stirling (Clyde drainage) 
17 AYRSHIRE Angus Hogg Ayrshire Bird Report 
S.Ayrshire, E.Ayrshire, 11 Kirkmichael Road, Crosshill (from Recorder) 
N.Ayrshire (excluding Arran Maybole, Ayrshire KA19 7RJ 
and the Cumbraes) 
18 LOTHIAN David Kelly Lothian Bird Report 
Edinburgh, E.Lothian, Midlothian High Street, Prestonpans (from Recorder) 
W.Lothian and the islands of Bass East Lothian EH32 7AX 
Inchmickery, Craigleith, Fidra etc. 
19 BORDERS Ray Murray Borders Bird Report Pa, | 
Scottish Borders 4 Bellfield Crescent, Eddleston, Michael Bickmore, Moss Side /“* 
Peebles EH45 8RQ Hartwoodburn, Selkirk, TD7SEY 
20 DUMERIES & GALLOWAY Steve Cooper 
former Nithsdale, Annandale WWT Eastpark Farm 
& Eskdale Caerlaverock, Dumfries DG1 4RS 
former Stewartry & Wigtown Paul Collin Dumfries & Galloway Bird Report 
Gairland, Old Edinburgh Road Joan Howie, 60 Main Street 
Minnigaff, Newton Stewart St.John's Town of Dalry 
Wigtownshire DG8 6PL Castle Douglas, Kirkcudbrightshire 
Also Forth Islands Bird Report Records to Fife and Forth Seabird Group 
Forth islands Lothian recorders (as above). c/o Vane Farm, Kinross, 
(except Isle of May) Tayside KY 12 7LX 
Abbreviations for recording areas used in text: 
Shet Shetland M&N Moray & Nairn F Fife Arg Argyll 
FairIs Fair Isle NE North-east Scotland | L-Loth — Lothian Clyde —- Clyde 
Ork Orkney A&D Angus & Dundee B-Bord _ Borders Ayr Ayrshire 
OH-OHeb Outer Hebrides | P&K Perth & Kinross Forth Forth D&G Dumfries & 
Caith Caithness Galloway 


Abbreviations in tables: the data for recording areas has been combined as follows: 


N.Isles Shetland, Fair Isle & Orkney 

W.Isles Outer Hebrides 

N.Scotland Caithness & Highland 

NE Scotland Moray & Nairn, North-east Scotland 
W.Scotland Argyll, Arran & Bute 

E/C Scotland Angus & Dundee, Perth & Kinross, Forth & Fife 
SE Scotland Lothian & Borders 

SW Scotland Clyde, Ayrshire, Dumfries & Galloway 
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See pages 87 & 88 for full details 
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